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AM ART 

MAY 2008 SESSION 
EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 
 

The markers’ panel for May 2008 Advanced Level in Art submits the following report on the 
general performance of the candidates who sat for this examination. 
 

1.0  Statistical Information 
107 candidates registered for the examination of which seven were absent.  The breakdown of 
the Grades obtained by the candidates was as follows: 
 

Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 

Number 4 14 35 22 10 12 10 107 

% of Total 3.7 13.1 32.7 20.6 9.3 11.2 9.3 100.0 
 

2.0  Comments on Candidates Performance 
2.1Coursework: 

Candidates generally presented work which clearly showed that the scope of the coursework 
portfolio is being fulfilled.  The portfolio is meant to evidence the selective processes through 
which students chose and reviewed the work that they produced during the previous two years of 
practice, research, and study.  This is being achieved, even though the work of some private 
candidates clearly showed that they were not properly tutored. The recurrent complaint remains, 
however, on the presentation of unnecessary hard mounts and attempts at ‘over presentation’.  A 
small number of candidates tampered with the size of the portfolio provided by MATSEC.  These 
candidates were penalised.  
 
 

2.2  Paper I Project – Composition from a theme: 
The Project portfolio met the recurrent difficulties in that some candidates did not really 
understand what a Project is all about; it is certainly not about presenting a final work.  
Candidates should show evidence of how their work matured and progressed from the initial 
stages of research to the final piece.  It has been often mentioned in previous reports that 
preparatory studies, work in progress pieces, and other evidence of this important process in the 
realization of the Project should be a natural part of the candidates work and should be presented 
in a manner that clearly reflects such issues.   
 

2.3  Paper I – Work from Observation  
This paper is divided into sections a) drawing and painting from the model, b) still-life with man-
made and natural form. 
Candidates generally achieved better results in the still-life, thus evidencing the necessary need 
for better training in the representation of the human figure.   The still-life section has its objects 
arranged by the candidates and care should be thus taken on how the objects are arranged.   It 
has often been noted and repeated in previous reports that this section is not only about 
representation and interpretation but also about structuring the objects in interesting 
compositions.  Some candidates used media which are not quick drying or which are not 
appropriate for ‘single-session’ use.   The human figure paper showed the same the difficulties 
and problems encountered over the past years, with little improvement.    It is necessary for 
candidates to study the basic anatomical structure of the human body before they exercise 
themselves in the representation of the human figure.  
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2.4  Paper II -History of Art 
The new format for this paper seems to have been generally well understood.  The aims and 
objectives have been generally met.  Candidates should, none the less, remember that in Section 
I they should concisely place each work in its general stylistic context, discuss basic information 
on its author, and discuss the iconography and technical characteristics.  There is no need to 
enter into excessive detail, also because candidates are advised to spend 1hr in discussing three 
works of art. History of Art is an essential aspect of artistic training and it is a matter of concern 
when artistically talented candidates do not show equal talent in this paper.   The main problem 
with Section II remains that some candidates seem to avoid reading the questions and thus move 
away from the specific answers that were required.  Generally essays on biographical outlines of 
the artists concerned are obviously not desired answers. 
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