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1. Summary of results 
 
Table 1 below summarises the general performance in the examination: 
 
Table 1: Distribution of candidates’ grades for the SEC History Exam - May 2011 
 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 

No. of 
candidates 

7 21 24 20 19 10 5 73 29 208 

Option A 7 21 24 15 10 - - 34 6 117 

Option B - - - 5 9 10 5 39 23 91 

Total % 3.4 10.1 11.5 9.6 9.1 4.8 2.4 35.1 13.9 100.0 

 
2. General Remarks 

 
i. 208 candidates sat for this examination, 117 choosing to tackle Paper IIA while 91 

choose Paper IIB. Most candidates taking the Paper IIA option were generally well 
prepared and only 34 or 29.1% were unsuccessful. However, many candidates 
attempting Paper IIB were rather weak and were not really prepared for the 
examination. Indeed only 14 or 15.4% managed to get a pass at Grade 4 or 5. 
Overall 91 or 43.8% of all candidates managed to get a pass at Grade 5 or over. 106 
candidates or 51% of all candidates were awarded Grade 7 or over. There were 29 
prospective candidates or 13.9% who did not sit for the examination. 

 
ii. Some candidates failed to answer the question properly. They simply jotted down 

anything they knew about that particular subject.  The end result, in such cases, was 
partly out of point answers.   

 
iii.  Some candidates simply beat around the bush and did not show any real depth in 

their essays. They did not have a deep understanding of the themes and provided  
only very generic answers.   

 
iv. A number of candidates showed a lack of awareness of basic terminology and 

historical concepts.  The level of argumentation was very low. When asked to 
discuss, they just narrated facts they studied by heart.  They do not attempt to weigh 
the facts they know.  

 
v. Some candidates showed that they did not have a good chronological framework 

and found it hard to distinguish between one century and another. 
 

vi. Some candidates adopted the first person plural attitude (we the Maltese). This is 
not appropriate since the nature of the subject itself implies that a neutral stance 
should be adopted. 
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vii. The performance of candidates opting for Paper IIB was very low. The majority of 
answers were mediocre and very poor and it seems that only very few candidates 
really prepared themselves for the examination.    

 
viii.  The level of expression of candidates, especially those answering in English, left 

much to be desired. Though they were not penalised for this, clarity, logic and 
sentence structure were often weak and this made it difficult at times to interpret 
and assess answers. Writing skills call for improvement. 

 
ix. A small number of candidates failed to supply all the requested answers. 

 
x. The handwriting of some candidates left much to be desired making it difficult at 

times to mark scripts.  
 
3. Paper 1 
 
Question 1 
Some candidates failed to explain why the sources were secondary. Candidates often referred to 
the Crusades when referring to the conflict between the Knights and the Muslims and were unable 
to clearly indicate the occasion when they both met in Syria. Some did identify the Siege of 
Rhodes and many mentioned the Great Siege (1565) in Malta. Only a few could explain what 
privateering means – some even mixed it up with private ownership or plague. Moreover, though 
some candidates did mention the Battle of Lepanto (1571), many could not clearly explain its 
outcome. When referring to the benefits that the Order gained from the corso, candidates showed 
that they have a hazy idea of what these were. None mentioned that it was a means to police the 
sea against pirates. As to its decline after the end of the 17th century, only a small number of 
candidates could point out the religious and political reasons that forced the Order to reduce its 
operations, though some hinted at the loss of the raison d’être of the Order by the 18th century. 
Candidates choosing Paper IIB were often unable to distinguish between primary and secondary 
sources. There were some candidates who left parts e, f and g of the question unanswered.  
 
Question 2 
Most candidates provided a generally good explanation of how Malta came under British rule, 
though quite a few failed to identify Thomas Maitland and explain that he was Malta’s first 
Governor. Few could explain that he was no liberal and he sought to rule over Malta as a fortress 
in the interest of the British Crown. In part e of the question, many pointed to the Throne Question 
of St. John’s Church and quarrels with the Church while when dealing with the reforms that 
Maitland sought to introduce, many mentioned the setting up of the Police Force and the 
enforcement of health regulations during the plague epidemic. Moreover, candidates gave the 
impression that they have still not grasped the meaning of the term bias. Candidates choosing 
Paper IIB often mixed up Maitland with other historical characters. Many candidates choosing this 
paper did not give any answer to parts d, e, f and g of the question.  
 
Question 3 
Most candidates could identify Archbishop Gonzi as the Archbishop of Malta and some gave an 
acceptable explanation of the failure of the Integration proposal. However, some candidates gave 
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more importance to the political-religious issue and the rundown of the Naval and Military 
Establishments. When dealing with part c of the question, many brought up the Archbishop’s fear 
of Communism but mixed up issues with the political-religious quarrel that erupted later. Though 
candidates could explain the Church’s great influence at the time, few produced a balanced 
analysis of the Archbishop as referred to in Source C and indicated the spiritual power that he 
could wield against secular power. Candidates choosing Paper IIB often failed to identify the 
Archbishop or explain why he was described as being happy that Mintoff was out of office. They 
thus also failed to provide any relevant answer to the parts of the question that followed. 
 
Question 4 
Candidates often described the Reformation as the split that occurred in Christianity as a result of 
Luther’s criticism.  Many failed to identify Pope Leo X as the Head of the Catholic Church. When 
describing the problems that the Church had at the start of the 16th century, many candidates often 
referred to simony, absenteeism, concubinage and pluralism of office and failed to mention the 
issue of the selling of indulgences. A good number of candidates identified Geneva as the city 
where Calvin established his church though some mixed it up with other cities. Only a few 
outlined Luther’s criticism of indulgences, the effects of the ensuing religious upheavals and what 
the Counter-Reformation was. However, some candidates did point out that Ignatius of Loyola was 
the founder of the Society of Jesus. Candidates choosing Paper IIB were often unable to define the 
Reformation, and often referred to the Vatican rather than the Catholic Church. They were often 
off the mark when giving brief - often one-word – answers to parts c, d and e of the question. 
Some, however, did produce fairly good answers to part g of the question regarding the Counter-
Reformation and to part h dealing with the contribution of Ignatius of Loyola to the Catholic 
Church.   
 
Question 5 
Many candidates were often vague in their answers dealing with Napoleon’s campaigns in Europe. 
Few referred to the Italian campaign and fewer still noted that it was Austria that was forced to 
sign the Treaty of Campo Formio. Many candidates identified Nelson as the great British Admiral 
but were rather vague when defining England’s naval strength. Some even listed Waterloo as a 
naval battle. Only a few candidates hinted at activities organised by Napoleon to challenge 
England’s naval power. Though most candidates knew what the Continental System was and how 
England reacted to it, they failed to refer to the Berlin and Milan Decrees and the Orders in 
Council. Moreover, while most candidates related 1812 to the Moscow Campaign, many failed to 
identify the Peninsular War. Candidates choosing Paper IIB were poor when dealing with 
Napoleon’s military campaigns and some could not even identify Nelson as the British Admiral. 
Many had no idea of how Napoleon attempted his “naval activity” and only a few indicated that 
they have some knowledge of the Continental System. There were some good answers regarding 
the 1812 Campaign but again only a couple of candidates could refer to the Peninsular War. Some 
candidates could not even explain what a primary source is. 
 
Question 6  
Most candidates had some idea of the aim of the UN Partition Plan, but practically none made any 
reference to Jerusalem. When writing about the Zionist movement, candidates tended to mix up the 
various religious groups particularly the Jewish with Christians. Some did identify that Britain had 
the mandate to administer Palestine till 15th May 1948, but had no idea why it decided to evacuate 
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Palestine immediately before that date. Few candidates knew when the Six Day War occurred, let 
alone what the war was about and its results. Regarding Jerusalem being the bone of contention, 
candidates often concluded that it was the Holy Land and many were unsure on whether it is a 
main factor in the Arab-Israeli Conflict. Moreover, very few candidates could explain the 
importance of the Camp David Accords. When dealing with the factions within the Palestinian 
movement there were quite a few who either did not mention any or listed the Hizbollah and Al 
Qaeda. Candidates choosing Paper IIB produced fairly good answers to parts a, b and c of the 
question. However, many had no idea what the Six Day War and the Camp David Accords were. 
Only one candidate answered part h of the question correctly. 
 
4.   Paper II A 
 
Question 1 
Some candidates lacked a proper understanding of the term hospitaller and just associated it with 
the taking care of the sick. Others provided generally satisfactory answers and managed to point 
out clearly the change factor, showing how the Knights changed Malta from a simple barren island 
to a fortress. 
 
Question 2 
Candidates generally provided good answers backed by valid argumentation. However, very few 
candidates commented about the relationship between the Church and Maltese politicians and the 
way the British used the Vatican to solve intimidating issues. 
 
Question 3 
Some candidates did not read the question properly. They either concentrated on growth or on 
stagnation rather than addressing both issues. In some cases dates of events mentioned to back 
their position were wrong.  Others did not even mention the important issue that in the nineteenth 
century, the British were investing in Malta just to provide for their military needs. 
 
Question 4 
Some candidates answered the question fairly well but others seemed unaware of at least the main 
issues that led to and dominated the two politico-religious conflicts. Some completely discarded 
the second part of the question.  A few candidates did not know the difference between mortal sin 
and interdiction and couldn’t say who really got interdicted or subjected to the penalty of the 
mortal sin. Some candidates mixed up the second struggle, the Integration phase and the events of 
the period 1960-1962.  Furthermore, several candidates maintained that the Integration events 
happened in the sixties. Some candidates were even unaware that during the period 1958 and 1962, 
Malta was administered by the Governor.   
 
Question 5 
Overall most candidates fared well in this question and mapped correctly the rise and fall of the 
constitutions given to the Maltese islands between 1849 and 1947. Some even quoted Judge J.J. 
Cremona’s research in the field. A few candidates failed to refer to the 1835 constitution and 
several candidates did not give enough importance to the implications of the Cardwell Principle. 
 
Question 6 
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Some candidates did not have a sound knowledge of the main events that occurred in Malta 
between 1964 and 1979. They couldn’t even distinguish who was Prime Minister during the above 
mentioned time frame, their term of office and their achievements in the foreign policy sector. 
Some did not know when Malta got its Independence and several couldn’t distinguish between the 
significance of Independence and the 1979 closure of the British base in Malta. Several candidates 
even maintained that Malta became a Republic in 1971. Candidates’ answers often reflected 
political bias. 
 
Question 7 
Candidates supplied a good definition of Renaissance stating that this was the rebirth of learning. 
They explained how the revival of ancient learning and art brought about progress in many areas. 
Generally candidates gave a good account of the progress registered in art and literature and 
illustrated these with examples. Many candidates were also aware of the importance of the 
invention of printing which facilitated the rapid spread of literature to various parts of the world. 
However, only a few candidates were able to fully explain the changes in architecture. Overall, 
attainment by candidates in this question was good.  
 
Question 8 
Most candidates were able to explain what the enlightened philosophers were and wrote briefly 
about some of them. However, there seemed to be some confusion between the different 
philosophers when describing their main ideas. Furthermore few candidates dealt with the impact 
they had on the French revolution through their revolutionary ideas.  Attainment by candidates in 
this question was normal. 
 
Question 9 
Most candidates did very well in explaining the social problems which arose as a result of the 
Industrial revolution. They mentioned the great difference between the rich and the poor, the poor 
workers’ pay and the bad conditions of work such as long hours of work, child and female labour, 
the lack of factory laws, dangerous machinery and the unhealthy environment. They also dealt 
with poor sanitation, the problems of overcrowded areas and the pollution caused by smoke and 
overcrowded towns. However candidates fared less well in the second part of the question. Most 
candidates mentioned the development of towns near industrial sites, the increase in population 
and the improvement of infrastructure and the means of transport. However few candidates delved 
in deeper into the economic, social and political results such as the exploitation of mineral 
resources, inventions, the banking and insurance business, the abolition of internal customs 
barriers that restricted trade and the rise of workers’ movements and Socialism.   
                                
Question 10 
The few candidates choosing this question managed to discuss Cavour’s role as the architect of 
Italian unification and Garibaldi’s role as the adventurous soldier who made this possible. 
However they were rather superficial in their answers. Few could outline clearly the foreign policy 
followed by Cavour and evaluate the impact of Garibaldi’s expedition of the Thousand. 
Attainment by candidates in this question was rather low. 
 
Question 11 
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Candidates were expected to give an account of the rise of Nazism under Hitler in Germany. Most 
of them dealt with the economic difficulties after 1918, the widespread unemployment, the allied 
demands for reparations and the discontent with the Versailles Treaty. They explained how Hitler 
denounced the Versailles Treaty and stood for honour, unity and prosperity and military discipline. 
However, few of them mentioned the communist risings and the Depression. Again few of the 
candidates managed to give a good description of how Hitler gained power in Reichstag and 
became Chancellor. 
 
Question 12 
Only few candidates managed to adequately explain the main developments in the Cold War 
between 1945 and 1962. Most of them concentrated on the formation of NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact, the problem of Berlin and the resulting blockade and the Cuban crisis. There was hardly any 
mention of the war in Korea or the Hungarian crisis. 
 
5. Paper II B 
 
Question 1 
This was the most popular question with candidates.  They felt more at ease in giving examples of 
employment provided by the Hospitallers and projects that had long lasting effects on Malta than 
in describing the state of Malta in 1530. Attainment in this question was generally good.  
 
Question 2 
Some candidates seemed to be aware of the power that the Church wielded in nineteenth century 
Malta and the fact that the British cooperated with the Church. But they found difficulties in 
supplying examples of the difficulties arising between the Church and the British. Very few 
candidates managed to bring out the point that the Church was not interested in the constitutional 
development of the islanders but was only interested in guarding the status quo.   
 
Question 3 
Generally, candidates were able to prove that Malta prospered in times of war and described the 
positive effects of the Crimean War on the Maltese economy. However, the other issues were very 
poorly addressed by candidates.  
 
Question 4 
This question proved to be difficult and in several cases candidates were unable to trace correctly 
the events and themes that dominated each struggle.  Several candidates mixed up the protagonists 
of the events and were unable to distinguish between different spiritual penalties.    
 
Question 5 
A minority of candidates did fairly well in answering this question. In fact, they could distinguish 
between a constitution and another. However, some candidates went out of point dealing with the 
period following World War II instead of that between 1800 and 1921.    
 
Question 6 
This proved to be the most difficult question and very poor answers were supplied by candidates. 
Knowledge of recent history was totally absent. Candidates showed very poor command of 
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terminologies such as foreign policy. Candidates had practically no idea of what they were writing 
about.    
 
Question 7 
Most candidates managed to explain that the Renaissance was a new awakening and rediscovery of 
ancient civilisation and the classical revival of art and learning. They also explained how the 
invention of printing accelerated the production of books at cheaper prices. However, most 
candidates failed to explain why the Renaissance started in Italy mentioning only the previous 
legacy of Ancient Rome. Few mentioned advantages such as the influx of scholars from the East 
and the support and patronage of the Papacy and noble families. In the last part of the question 
many candidates managed to name a Renaissance artist but were very superficial in discussing his 
works and significance. 
 
Question 8 
Many candidates managed to explain how the Enlightenment was a movement which strove for an 
increase in knowledge and the ability to improve the lot of mankind. They also managed to name a 
philosopher though they were hardly able to discuss his significance. In the third part of the 
question dealing with an enlightened despot, attainment by the candidates was very low. 
Candidates did better when explaining the effects of the Enlightenment on the French revolution 
through its ideas of equality and their preaching against despotism. However, they were very 
superficial when dealing with the problem of slavery. 
 
Question 9 
Candidates generally managed to explain that the Industrial Revolution was a change from craft 
cottage industry to mass producing industries where machines were used.  They were however, 
very superficial when dealing with the new means of communication such as the development of 
roads, the building of canals and the building of railways. In the third part of the question most 
candidates were very simplistic and failed to define Socialism adequately. Again in the last part of 
the question only a few candidates managed to list the favourable conditions that encouraged 
industrial development in Britain during the Industrial Revolution. Most of them just mentioned 
the existing commerce and the richness in mineral resources.  
 
Question 10 
Most candidates knew that Italy was finally united in 1861. However, most of them failed to define 
the Carbonari as a revolutionary secret society aiming at freeing Italy from foreign control and 
obtaining constitutional government. Many candidates also failed to point out that Mazzini led the 
republican faction in Italy. Though they generally understood the importance of Garibaldi and 
Cavour they were hardly able to explain it adequately.                                     
 
Question 11 
Many candidates explained how Germany lost territories and had to pay reparations. However, 
they failed to mention how Germany accepted total blame for causing the war and had to suffer 
reduced armed forces, how the Saar was put under the League of Nations and how the Rhineland 
was demilitarised. Candidates were able to identify Hitler as the leader of the Nazi movement in 
Germany though they were not able to define Nazism adequately. Most candidates also failed to 
discuss the German extension of territory by 1939 such as the occupation of the Rhineland, the 
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union with Austria, the occupation of the Sudetenland, the Munich Agreement and the claim for 
the Polish Corridor and Danzig.                                    
 
Question 12 
Most candidates explained how the Cold War was the struggle between the democratic West led 
by the USA and the communist East led by the USSR. The vast majority however, failed to explain 
the delicate position of Berlin and its occupation. Again candidates were very simplistic when 
dealing with the Cuban Missile Crisis just mentioning the USSR support to Castro and the 
compromise reached. In the last part of the question most candidates failed to give the reasons why 
communism in Europe collapsed in 1989.                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Examiners’ Panel 2011  


