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Part 1:  Statistical Information
Table 1: Distribution of the Candidates’ grades for AM Geography May 2013.

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total
Number 3 12 26 14 15 4 0 74
% of Total 4.1 16.2 35.1 18.9 20.3 5.4 0.0 100.0

General comments
A total of 74 candidates enrolled for the Geography Advanced level examination for the May 2013
session.  Two candidates were absent throughout the three sessions of the examination and one
candidate was absent for Paper 3 only.  In all 72 candidates sat for Paper 1 and Paper 2 and 71
candidates sat for Paper 3.  The examination consisted of three papers.  Each paper consisted of three
sections and the candidates were to select one question from each section. From Paper I the questions
that were mostly selected were Section A Question 1, 56 per cent, Section B Question 4, 68 per cent and
Section C Question 8, 82 per cent. With regards to Paper II the questions that were mostly selected were
Section A Question 2, 57 per cent, Section B Question 4, 82 per cent and Section C Question 9, 69 per
cent.  The questions answered in Paper III were Section A Question 1, 51 per cent, Section B Question 5,
61 per cent and Section C Question 7, 55 per cent. It seems that generally candidates tend to prefer to
answer questions that reflect general knowledge or experienced events, rather than select questions that
entail more detailed geographic knowledge and theories. The performance of the candidates varied
between moderately good to fairly good. Reasons why candidates fail to obtain higher marks are: not
reading the question in full, not providing the necessary examples or the requested points.  Lack of
understanding of the questions often led to provision of generic replies and at times irrelevant discussion
points. In addition, drawings often fail to include labels or are not large enough to make them legible and
neat.

Recommendations by examiners include that the questions should be read carefully.  Diagrams should
be drawn neatly and larger, if possible use different colours to show different aspects.  Question numbers
and question parts should be listed next to the answers.  It is also recommended that candidates brush
up their English, reference is particularly made to the grammar and structure; this often hinders the
students’ way of expression.

Paper I
Section A: Physical Geography of the Maltese Islands

Question 1: Climate of the Maltese Islands

Most of the candidates answering part (a) of this question fared well with regards to referencing of data
displayed in the table as instructed. However, most failed to explain why certain climatic characteristics
are experienced in the Maltese Islands. In part b(i) students made adequate reference to land and sea
breezes and the difference in specific heat capacity between land and sea to explain how land
temperatures are affected by sea temperatures. In b(ii) most students answered correctly but some failed
to elaborate on the processes leading to convectional rainfall.
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Question 2: Water supply in the Maltese Islands

The candidates answering this question gave satisfactory answers overall although there were some
misconceptions related to the formation of the two aquifers (2a). Answers to question 2(b) were less
satisfactory, with a good number of students focusing more on flood relief and water conservation
measures rather than on the problems linked to groundwater extraction and contamination.

Question 3: Sea level rise and its effect on the Maltese coastal environment

This question was only answered by four candidates who gave overall poor answers. Some candidates
decided to focus only on one or two effects of rising sea levels on the Maltese coastal environment while
the rest gave poor, generic answers.

Section B: Human Geography of the Maltese Islands

Question 4: Population Density

This was the favourite question in this section.  Candidates at times confused the definition of population
density with over-population.  As a result the answer to part b of the question ended up being out of point.
The interpretation of the graph shows that candidates did not understand that the x-axis indicated a
change in population density and referred to enumerated population.  The description and discussion was
at times very poor.

Question 5: Communications – Cruise Liners

Question 5 was only answered by 8 candidates.  Candidates failed to provide geographic features,
answers provided for the possible conflicts and solutions were very poor and the discussion was generic.

Question 6: Environmental issues – Urban sprawl

The answers to this question lacked technical detail.  Geographic jargon was rarely used, the overall
outcome was poor.

Section C: Fieldwork and Statistical Techniques

Question 7: Interpretation of thematic and quantitative map – Weather charts

Some of the answers had little information or lack of explanation and diagrams. Most of the candidates
did not understand the question; they just described what was available on the map rather than explaining
in detail the different weather characteristics. Some of the candidates just highlighted the places where
the weather was taken place and its movement rather than what happens in a cold front for example.
Some of the students went completely out of point, with one of them mistaking the weather characteristics
with those of the sea currents.
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Question 8: Relationship between data

Most of the candidates answered the question incorrectly. Most of the students got the working wrong
and others did not show all their working especially in the last question. The problem was mainly during
the second ranking. Also, candidates do not read the question carefully and ended up using the 1% rather
than the 5% level of significance.

Question 9: Tabulation

This question was answered by one candidate who did not know the definitions for the terms provided.
The candidate did not attempt to make illustrations. Definitions given were not sufficient.

Paper II
Section A: Atmospheric Processes

Question 1: Jet Streams and Coriolis Effect

The majority of answers to this question were satisfactory with more candidates giving better answers for
question 1(a) than (b). In question 1(a) a sound knowledge of the jet streams was shown by most
candidates although diagrams produced were overall poor and small, hence affecting clarity. In question
1(b) candidates chose to focus mostly on the main effect of the Coriolis force i.e. the deflection of objects
and neglecting other important aspects e.g. the effect of latitude and the speed of the earth’s rotation on
the Coriolis effect. Most candidates answered correctly question 1(c).

Question 2: Storm Surges

A high percentage of candidates chose to answer this question (57 per cent). However, many candidates
showed very limited knowledge of storm surges and, in fact, most went out of point in 2(a) by focusing
more on the formation of hurricanes rather than explaining the physical processes leading to the
formation of storm surges. The trend continued in question 2(b) where most of the negative impacts
described were related to effects of a hurricane. There was, however, a handful of students who gave
very good answers showing a thorough understanding of the questions being asked.

Question 3: Fog and Smog

The candidates answering this question had an adequate knowledge of the differences between fog and
smog. However, some misconceptions related to the formation of fog and smog were noted in the
answers given. Answers to question 3(a) lacked detail overall, especially considering the fact that it
carried fourteen marks. In relation to question 3(b) which dealt with the effects of smog on human health,
candidates chose to focus mostly on asthma. Only scant mention of other problems like eye and nose
irritations and bronchitis was made. Some candidates went out of point by discussing acid rain and its
effect on soil, lakes and buildings.
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Section B: Geomorphology

Question 4: Hazards and Volcanic processes

This question was answered by the vast majority of candidates. Answers ranged from good to satisfactory
to mediocre and very poor. In question 4(a) a good percentage of candidates did not know how to explain
well the term hazard while a much larger amount did not describe in a correct way the differences
between primary and secondary hazards vis-à-vis a volcanic eruption. Most answers focused on the
effects and damages to human settlement rather than the hazards created by the volcanic eruption itself
e.g. lahars, flooding, volcanic landslides and the possible longer term effect of climate change. With
regards to question 4(b), a number of candidates chose to ignore the second part of the question and
made little or no reference to the different types of volcanic eruptions while others chose to focus only on
the latter and only poorly discussed the first part of the question i.e. how plate tectonics determine
volcanic eruptions. A small number of answers were, however, good and described in good detail both
parts of the question.

Question 5: Formation of a salt lake

Only one candidate attempted this question giving an overall poor and generic answer. No detailed
discussion of the physical characteristics affecting the formation of a salt lake was put forward in the
answer given.

Question 6: Hill slope and fluvial processes

This question was answered by a total of 12 candidates. Answers given were overall unsatisfactory with
the average mark being 11 out of 24. In question 6(a) most candidates limited themselves to describe
Figure 1 (hill slope profile), using only the terms shown in the diagram to describe hill slope processes.
Very few candidates made reference to mass movement phenomena such as slumping, sliding and soil
creep. In 6(b) some students gave adequate answers while others demonstrated lack of knowledge about
fluvial processes and how these change along the long profile of a river.

Section C: Biospheric Processes and Patterns

Question 7: Biomes

Eleven per cent of the candidates answered this question and one candidate went completely out of
question. Other candidates mixed the factors and no technical words were used. Some of them only
described the factors of climate which they divided into temperature and rainfall.  Some of them described
the four different biomes rather than the four factors.

Question 8: Soil catenas

Most of the candidates showed knowledge of the topic but did not use technical words. Some candidates
did well in this question but others went out of question as they mentioned the different horizons of the
soil rather than the actual soil catena.
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Question 9: Tropical rainforests

Candidates focused only on the vegetation, they did not mention or very briefly mentioned the climate and
soil. Conservation measures were mostly good. Most of the students were very brief in their answer and
did not use technical words. Some of them mentioned the biota and animals that are found in tropical
rainforests ignoring climate, vegetation and soil.

Paper III
Section A: Human Geography and the Developing World

Question 1: Population

Fifty-one per cent of the candidates selected this question.  Part a(i) asked for ‘areas around the world’
but candidates provided the specific countries, which did not influence the marks.  Marks were only
deducted if the countries provided were not correct. There were instances where the candidates did not
understand the legend and provided opposite answers (e.g. dark colour – low calories and vice versa).
Overall the replies to part a(ii) were of average quality and the discussion to part b varied between good
to poor.

Question 2: Squatter settlements and shanty towns

Forty-six per cent of the candidates answered this question.  Part a asked specifically for ‘examples of
cities’ and instead most of the answers provided were countries. The answers to part b and c were of
average quality.  Candidates tend to get accustomed to discuss in laymen’s terms rather than using
technical words.

Question 3: Manufacturing within a global economy – concept of a ‘New International Division of
Labour’ (NIDC)

Only two candidates answered this question.  The answers provided were quite generic and the average
mark given was 12 out of 24.

Section B: Issues in Resource Management

Question 4: Sustainable Development

Students did not mention technical words. One candidate did not understand part b and the fact that it
was referring to the ‘term sustainability’. As a result the candidate mentioned how technology is going
against sustainable development and how this is destroying things in order to build others. There were
many different answers about what gave rise to Sustainable Development such as Carson, Brundtland
report and Club of Rome. Some of the candidates showed that they did extra research.
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Question 5: Energy resources

In general, the candidates knew the subject, but some of them only mentioned the different resources and
explained how they worked rather than explaining the factors affecting them. This shows that candidates
did not read the question well.

Question 6: Problems of global resource management – Whaling issue

One candidate went completely out of point, and the other candidate mentioned only generic aspects.
There was no reference to the marine protected area,  IWC or the real problem and real management.
Candidates focused more on what should be done rather than discussing what is being done. It is evident
that no other extra research was carried out from the students’ end.

Section C: The Geography of tourism and recreation

Question 7: Tourism and recreational activities in receiving regions

Overall candidates knew the definition of ‘Theme parks and purpose-built resorts’ giving also examples to
the answers.  The answers to part b and c were overall of average quality providing logical discussions
which often lack technical details.

Question 8: Economic impacts of tourism and recreational activities in receiving regions

It is evident that candidates do not know the actual definition of ‘site’ and ‘situation’, providing often
generic answers.

Question 9: The role of the EU management of environmental problems in tourist and recreational
regions in Europe

The answers to this question evidently indicate that the candidates were not knowledgeable about the EU
tourism policy and provided generic answers.

Chairperson

2013 Examination Panel


