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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

In this session’s edition of the examination, 49 candidates sat for the examination, and 8 applicants were 

absent.  

The examination paper consists of five sections: A, B, C, D, and E. Each section carries a maximum of 20 

marks.  

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 6 6 8 6 6 9 8 49 

% OF TOTAL 12.2 12.2 16.3 12.2 12.2 18.4 16.3 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate Classical Studies, First Session 2019 

B. Comments on Exam Paper 

Section A: History 

A choice of two essay questions is set for candidates to answer one in around 350 words.  In this session, the 

majority of the students preferred to write about Alexander the Great than about Augustus.  The weakest 

essays offered no analysis.  

Section B: Language 

In this section, candidates are required to translate into English five sentences in Latin and five sentences in 

Greek. All the sentences are very easy, involving no syntactical problems and consisting of words selected 

from the vocabulary given in the syllabus. Some candidates failed to secure a pass in this Section. On the 

other hand of the scale, there were some impressive performances, including candidates obtaining full 

marks. The results make it clear that some candidates only study one language. Words which are not even 

in the assigned word-list are sometimes included in the translations.  

Section C: Mythology  

Two questions are set of which candidates are required to answer one in an essay of about 350 words. The 

great majority of candidates chose to answer a question on the Labours of Heracles, with only a few 

candidates attempting the other title on the influence of mythology on music and musicians. Some 

candidates described all twelve Labours of Heracles (only three requested), but then offered absolutely no 

commentary. However, there were some excellent answers.  

Section D: Literature 

This question comprises a comprehension test set on one of the extracts from Classical Literature found in 

the syllabus. In this session, candidates were required to answer five questions on a translation of a well-

known poem by Catullus.  Many candidates showed familiarity with the poem, but one would have expected 

a larger number of candidates to score a passing mark in this section.  

Section E: Art and Architecture  

This Section consists of a set of questions on one of the classical set-pieces listed in the syllabus. This session 

tested candidates on the famous representation of Emperor Augustus known as ‘Augustus Primaporta’. 
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Although a few candidates mistakenly referred to the figure as Julius Caesar, the level of answers was 

generally satisfactory.  

C. General Remarks 

Generally speaking, candidates’ performance was similar to last year’s session. 12% of the candidates 

obtained an A, which was the same percentage as last year. The percentage of candidates achieving a B was 

12%, which was a significant decrease from 2018 (17%). The percentage of candidates failing the 

examination (18%) decreased from last year’s session (24%), which is a marked improvement.  
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