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Part 1: Statistical Information

A total of 491 candidates applied for the examination. The table below shows the distribution of grades for 
this session as compared with the results of the previous year:

Grade
No. of 

Candidates
% of 

sample
% of 

May ‘12

A 20 4.1 4.1

B 48 9.8 9.8

C 108 22.0 19.3

D 135 27.5 25.0

E 82 16.7 20.3

F 73 14.9 17.1

Absent 25 5.1 4.3

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance

Section A

Q1. Most candidates answered this question correctly. Part (a) was answered correctly by nearly all 
candidates. In part (b) some candidates failed to explain the conditions required for the type of rock 
mentioned in part (a) to change to a different type of rock. In part (c), some candidates explained the 
term ‘sediments’, but failed to explain the term ‘biogenic’. Most candidates identified the presence of 
fossils in rock as a proof of the formation of rock through biogenic sedimentation. Nearly all candidates 
correctly referred to two examples of locally found sedimentary rocks.

Q2. Many candidates could not distinguish clearly between ‘focus’ and ‘epicentre’. Many candidates 
inverted their meanings. Even the term ‘earthquake belt’ was problematic in the case of a good 
number of candidates. Even more problematic were the terms ‘magnitude’ and ‘intensity’ with many 
candidates confusing the terms. Very few candidates provided correct answers as to how an 
earthquake could have a high magnitude but a low intensity. Many candidates provided irrelevant 
situations which were not related to the answer that should have been given.

Q3. A good number of candidates drew correct diagrams to show the upper and lower aquifers in the 
correct positions along the rock strata of the Maltese islands. Candidates had good knowledge of the 
extraction of water from the underground tables and of the possible contamination issues related to 
the recharging process.

Q4. Very few candidates scored a high mark in this question, with less than 50% of them gaining at least 
half the maximum mark. Candidates lost all 3 marks allotted to each sub-question if the reason 
provided was incorrect or irrelevant, irrespective of the general answer given (i.e. true or false). In 
many cases, candidates simply rephrased the question without suggesting any logical response. 

One frequently encountered misconception in part (a) was that greenhouse gases destroy the ozone 
layer in the upper atmosphere and allow UV radiation to pass through and warm up the lower 
atmosphere. In part (b), very few candidates knew that the main constituent of natural gas is methane 
and that complete combustion of this gas (a hydrocarbon similar to propane and butane contained in 
LPG and used regularly in our homes and in school laboratories) produces carbon dioxide and water 
vapour, both colourless substances. In part (c), candidates appeared to have only a vague idea of the 
term biomass, with some of them even proposing it had to do with the mass of biological organisms 
present in a specific community. The carbon footprint referred to in part (d) was sometimes confused 
with carbon dating but the majority thought it was limited to carbon dioxide (or simply carbon) 
emissions from combustion of fuels in transport vehicles, without making any reference to overall 
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impact of one’s activities (or the activities of an organization) on climate change, over a definite period 
of time (usually one year). In contrast, candidates felt quite confident in discussing concepts such as 
renewable resources in part (e), and deforestation in part (f). There were still a good number of 
candidates who wrongly referred to solar / photovoltaic panels and wind turbines (i.e. the technology 
used) rather than solar and wind energy when referring to specific examples of renewable sources of 
energy.

Q5. Candidates fared rather badly in this question entirely reserved to the use of the catalytic converter.
Only a small percentage of the candidates secured at least half the marks in this question. This only 
indicates that most candidates studying this subject do not have a clear idea of the role of such a 
device as an effective means of atmospheric pollution control.

In part (a), candidates failed to give any correct examples of primary pollutants generated during 
combustion of petrol. There were few correct responses referring to the conversion of, say, nitrous 
oxide (or oxides of nitrogen) to nitrogen, carbon monoxide to carbon dioxide and unburnt 
hydrocarbons to carbon dioxide and water, all brought about by the catalytic converter. There were 
also few correct references in part (b) to the fact that the catalytic converter is based on a system of 
precious rare metals such as platinum, palladium and rhodium, though candidates were not 
necessarily expected to name all such metals. Some candidates thought that the device was a 
filtration system based on the principles of the electrostatic precipitator installed in chimneys to reduce 
pollution from particulate matter. In part (c), almost none of the candidates came close to the idea that 
leaded petrol contained a lead-based additive (anti-knock agent) that hindered the catalytic activity of 
the metals (by forming a coating on the metal surface), effectively disabling the device. There were 
however some acceptable responses indicating some form of interaction between lead (or the 
compound of lead) and the catalyst system that speeds up the processing of pollutants prior to their 
ultimate release into the atmosphere. In part (d), few answers referred to a lower concentration of 
oxides of nitrogen (NOx) as the main reason why the catalytic converter was so effective to control 
acid rain. Frequent responses referred to higher concentrations of oxides of sulfur (produced by 
burning diesel or other fuels, but not by petrol) and carbon dioxide (which is always present as a main 
product of combustion). Most of the candidates also missed the point in part (e) by failing to link global 
warming with the most abundant greenhouse gas, i.e. carbon dioxide, which is present in car exhaust 
and which remains unchanged on passing through the converter.

Q6. Most candidates obtained full marks in part (a). The most frequent wrong answer given to the question 
‘Which organism is expected to have the largest population?’ was zooplankton. About half of the 
candidates did not gain any marks for part (b) as they failed to mention the loss of energy between 
trophic levels.

Q7. Only about 20% of candidates correctly included recovering. depleted, overexploited and fully 
exploited in their calculation for part (a). Part (b) was answered correctly by most candidates. Very few 
candidates obtained marks for part (c). Most candidates either mentioned actions that can be taken by 
fishermen or activist actions like petitioning and protesting. Only a small percentage of candidates 
realised the impact of the average citizen lies in the purchasing power. The most common correct 
answer for part (d) was the setting of quotas. Other correct answers included the creation of marine 
protected areas and the use of devices to prevent bycatch. Many candidates mentioned fish farming 
even though the question was about fishing. Also a good number of candidates gave answers that 
were more related to hunting rather than fishing.

Q8. Very few candidates seem to know exactly what a wildlife reserve is. Candidates that managed to gain 
marks in part (a) often mentioned the protection of organisms. Very few mentioned lack of 
development and human recreational use. In part (b) about half of the candidates indicated that a 
population consists of individuals belonging to the same species. Other answers which were marked 
incorrect included people, communities, species or simply organisms. Most candidates managed to 
gain marks in part (c) as they indicated a growth in the population. About half of the candidates also 
mentioned the exponential phase of growth. Most candidates gained at least 1 mark in part (d) (i) 
when they included that it is the maximum population size that can be reached. Fewer candidates 
mentioned that this is in relation to the environment in which the population is found. Candidates that 
did not gain any marks often did not indicate that the term refers to a population rather than to all 
organisms in the area. About half of the candidates answered part (d) (ii) correctly while very few 
candidates gave a correct answer part (d) (iii). Most candidates said that the population would 
experience a crash. Following from the previous question, most candidates did not gain any marks in 
part (d) (iv) because they said that the death rate would be much higher than the birth rate. Most 
candidates obtained at least 1 mark for part (e) as they correctly labelled the axes of the graph. Many 
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also correctly indicated the attainment of the carrying capacity by the 10th generation. However, very 
few candidates drew the correct shape of the graph.

Section B

Q1. Very few candidates attempted this question. Many of these candidates defined particulate matter
(PM) correctly, including its possible threat to public health. Most candidates identified correctly the 
natural and human sources of PM. Few candidates identified correctly the sources of methane.
However, those who did, gave correct replies as to how to reduce the methane emissions. Many 
candidates described smog correctly, including its possible health hazards.

Q2. Many candidates attempted this question. The physical nature of the troposphere together with its 
screening function of parts of the electromagnetic spectrum, were in most cases described correctly. 
While some candidates showed a good understanding of the albedo ratio, others failed completely. A 
number of candidates confused issues related to the ozone layer with the greenhouse effect.

Q3. This was the second most attempted questions in this section, with many candidates performing rather 
well in their responses. In part (a), many diagrams provided were too sketchy, poorly labelled and 
sometimes irrelevant, while some descriptions referred to solid waste separation and treatment 
facilities instead of a professionally managed landfill. On a positive note, many candidates were quite 
confident in describing the main features of an engineered landfill, and some produced some very 
neat well-labelled diagrams too. There were also many valid arguments related with the recycling of 
paper and glass. Generally speaking, part (b) on incineration as an alternative method of solid waste 
disposal was also tackled well. However, candidates found it hard to refer specifically to the highly 
toxic atmospheric pollutants such as dioxin which is often associated with incineration of plastic waste.
There were no major problems in answering part (c) though many candidates included also waste 
separation and recycling in their examples of direct methods of reducing household waste.

Q4. This turned out to be another popular question, but not all candidates fared well especially in parts (b) 
and (c). In part (a) marks were lost when candidates failed to indicate the role of naturally occurring 
gases such as carbon dioxide, water vapour and methane, in keeping the earth warm and habitable by 
living organisms. As happened in section A questions, many candidates wrongly attributed the 
greenhouse effect to ozone layer depletion and the subsequent increase in UV radiation reaching the 
earth. Others failed to distinguish between the natural phenomenon and the pollution problem (or 
anthropogenic origin) arising mainly from combustion of fossil fuels in power generation. In part (b) 
candidates were not always clear in their notion of biodegradability and some simply described 
biodegradable plastics as plastics that are “able to break down on their own”, making no reference 
whatsoever to the conditions (e.g. microorganisms, water, oxygen) which lead to their chemical 
decomposition to harmless products.

Candidates did not do well in part (c) where marks were lost for the inability to distinguish clearly 
between bioaccumulation (high concentration of toxins within a specific organism) and 
biomagnification (the concentration of a toxic substance on moving up trophic levels). Candidates 
were also penalized for failing to cite examples of typical toxic substances which have a tendency to 
undergo bioaccumulation or biomagnification. In part (d), the majority of responses showed that 
candidates knew about the origin of thermal pollution, but had problems to describe its negative 
impact on marine organisms and ecosystems. Although candidates were also aware that pathogenic 
microorganisms (referred to by at least two candidates as photogenic organisms!) were disease 
causing agents, few of them were able to link their presence with possible contamination of water 
sources by untreated or improperly treated sewage. Candidates were also expected to be familiar with 
at least one common waterborne disease resulting from the pollution of freshwater supplies.

Q5. This was the most popular question in this section. Very few candidates gave a correct definition of 
biosphere in their answer to part (a) (i). This seemed to be the term that candidates had the greatest 
difficulty with. In part (a) (ii) many candidates gained 1 or 2 marks for this question as they correctly 
mentioned the characteristic climate or vegetation or both. Most candidates correctly mentioned the 
interaction of both biotic and abiotic factors in their answer for part (a) (iii). Similarly most candidates 
gained all the marks for part (a) (iv) while only about 30% of the candidates mentioned the ‘role’ of the 
organism in their answer to part (a) (v). Correct definitions were provided by the vast majority of the 
candidates for parts (a) (vi) and (vii).

About half of the candidates correctly answered part (b) by indicating that the resource for which 
organisms compete should be limited. Most candidates obtained full marks for part (c). Part (d) 
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highlighted a common difficulty amongst candidates. Most candidates explained the concept of 
survival of the fittest or territorial behaviour rather than competitive exclusion and thus did not gain any 
marks.

Q6. Nearly half of the candidates did not gain any marks in part (a) of this question as they did not specify 
correctly any of the characteristics of the biome. The other half mostly mentioned the characteristic 
temperature, with less mention of the characteristic levels of precipitation. Very few candidates 
mentioned the characteristic vegetation. The average mark for part (b) was 3, whilst the most common 
threats mentioned were deforestation (very general) and global warming or climate change. Other 
threats such as development, logging and acid rain were mentioned less frequently. The average 
mark for part (c) was also 3. The most frequently mentioned uses for timber were construction and as 
a fuel. Timber use in the production of paper and furniture were slightly less frequently mentioned. 
Candidates obtained an average of 2 marks in part (d). The most common effects of deforestation
mentioned were climatic changes. Other effects frequently mentioned were loss of soil nutrients, 
increased erosion, forest flooding, loss of biodiversity and habitat loss. It is interesting to note that 
candidates never mentioned the effects on indigenous peoples and land conflicts. The majority of 
candidates did not score any marks in part (e). Candidates who managed to gain marks, mostly 
mentioned replanting as a means of managing forests sustainably. Very few candidates mentioned 
selective cutting and coppicing of small areas at a time. In general, the concept of sustainable forestry 
seemed to be very limited.

General comments

The examiners would like to highlight the following common issues:

1. Some candidates found it really hard to express themselves in good English and sometimes even 
resorted to an occasional Maltese term in their accounts.

2. Examiners found it hard to read and mark scripts with cramped / undecipherable / careless calligraphy.
Candidates are reminded that illegible handwriting and poor presentation of work are heavily penalized 
in any written examination.

3. Some candidates tackled Section A questions by simply rephrasing the question’s statements showing 
a lack of ideas and gain no marks for the useless exercise. Section B questions were sometimes 
attempted without any planning, resulting in long and winding paragraphs with a lot of unnecessary or 
irrelevant details.

4. Some candidates preferred to answer Section B questions in the form of an essay, ignoring the fact that 
questions were mostly structured and divided into sub-questions requiring separate answers. Answers 
to this section should be structured according to the structure suggested by the questions

.
Chairperson
2013 Examination Panel
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Part 1: Statistical Information


A total of 491 candidates applied for the examination. The table below shows the distribution of grades for this session as compared with the results of the previous year:


		Grade

		No. of Candidates

		% of sample

		% of May ‘12



		A

		20

		4.1

		4.1



		B

		48

		9.8

		9.8



		C

		108

		22.0

		19.3



		D

		135

		27.5

		25.0



		E

		82

		16.7

		20.3



		F

		73

		14.9

		17.1



		Absent

		25

		5.1

		4.3





Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance


Section A


Q1.
Most candidates answered this question correctly. Part (a) was answered correctly by nearly all candidates. In part (b) some candidates failed to explain the conditions required for the type of rock mentioned in part (a) to change to a different type of rock. In part (c), some candidates explained the term ‘sediments’, but failed to explain the term ‘biogenic’. Most candidates identified the presence of fossils in rock as a proof of the formation of rock through biogenic sedimentation. Nearly all candidates correctly referred to two examples of locally found sedimentary rocks.

Q2.
Many candidates could not distinguish clearly between ‘focus’ and ‘epicentre’. Many candidates inverted their meanings. Even the term ‘earthquake belt’ was problematic in the case of a good number of candidates. Even more problematic were the terms ‘magnitude’ and ‘intensity’ with many candidates confusing the terms. Very few candidates provided correct answers as to how an earthquake could have a high magnitude but a low intensity. Many candidates provided irrelevant situations which were not related to the answer that should have been given.

Q3.
A good number of candidates drew correct diagrams to show the upper and lower aquifers in the correct positions along the rock strata of the Maltese islands. Candidates had good knowledge of the extraction of water from the underground tables and of the possible contamination issues related to the recharging process. 

Q4.
Very few candidates scored a high mark in this question, with less than 50% of them gaining at least half the maximum mark. Candidates lost all 3 marks allotted to each sub-question if the reason provided was incorrect or irrelevant, irrespective of the general answer given (i.e. true or false). In many cases, candidates simply rephrased the question without suggesting any logical response. 


One frequently encountered misconception in part (a) was that greenhouse gases destroy the ozone layer in the upper atmosphere and allow UV radiation to pass through and warm up the lower atmosphere. In part (b), very few candidates knew that the main constituent of natural gas is methane and that complete combustion of this gas (a hydrocarbon similar to propane and butane contained in LPG and used regularly in our homes and in school laboratories) produces carbon dioxide and water vapour, both colourless substances. In part (c), candidates appeared to have only a vague idea of the term biomass, with some of them even proposing it had to do with the mass of biological organisms present in a specific community. The carbon footprint referred to in part (d) was sometimes confused with carbon dating but the majority thought it was limited to carbon dioxide (or simply carbon) emissions from combustion of fuels in transport vehicles, without making any reference to overall impact of one’s activities (or the activities of an organization) on climate change, over a definite period of time (usually one year). In contrast, candidates felt quite confident in discussing concepts such as renewable resources in part (e), and deforestation in part (f). There were still a good number of candidates who wrongly referred to solar / photovoltaic panels and wind turbines (i.e. the technology used) rather than solar and wind energy when referring to specific examples of renewable sources of energy. 

Q5.
Candidates fared rather badly in this question entirely reserved to the use of the catalytic converter. Only a small percentage of the candidates secured at least half the marks in this question. This only indicates that most candidates studying this subject do not have a clear idea of the role of such a device as an effective means of atmospheric pollution control.



In part (a), candidates failed to give any correct examples of primary pollutants generated during combustion of petrol. There were few correct responses referring to the conversion of, say, nitrous oxide (or oxides of nitrogen) to nitrogen, carbon monoxide to carbon dioxide and unburnt hydrocarbons to carbon dioxide and water, all brought about by the catalytic converter. There were also few correct references in part (b) to the fact that the catalytic converter is based on a system of precious rare metals such as platinum, palladium and rhodium, though candidates were not necessarily expected to name all such metals. Some candidates thought that the device was a filtration system based on the principles of the electrostatic precipitator installed in chimneys to reduce pollution from particulate matter. In part (c), almost none of the candidates came close to the idea that leaded petrol contained a lead-based additive (anti-knock agent) that hindered the catalytic activity of the metals (by forming a coating on the metal surface), effectively disabling the device. There were however some acceptable responses indicating some form of interaction between lead (or the compound of lead) and the catalyst system that speeds up the processing of pollutants prior to their ultimate release into the atmosphere. In part (d), few answers referred to a lower concentration of oxides of nitrogen (NOx) as the main reason why the catalytic converter was so effective to control acid rain. Frequent responses referred to higher concentrations of oxides of sulfur (produced by burning diesel or other fuels, but not by petrol) and carbon dioxide (which is always present as a main product of combustion). Most of the candidates also missed the point in part (e) by failing to link global warming with the most abundant greenhouse gas, i.e. carbon dioxide, which is present in car exhaust and which remains unchanged on passing through the converter.

Q6. 
Most candidates obtained full marks in part (a). The most frequent wrong answer given to the question ‘Which organism is expected to have the largest population?’ was zooplankton. About half of the candidates did not gain any marks for part (b) as they failed to mention the loss of energy between trophic levels.

Q7.
Only about 20% of candidates correctly included recovering. depleted, overexploited and fully exploited in their calculation for part (a). Part (b) was answered correctly by most candidates. Very few candidates obtained marks for part (c). Most candidates either mentioned actions that can be taken by fishermen or activist actions like petitioning and protesting. Only a small percentage of candidates realised the impact of the average citizen lies in the purchasing power. The most common correct answer for part (d) was the setting of quotas. Other correct answers included the creation of marine protected areas and the use of devices to prevent bycatch. Many candidates mentioned fish farming even though the question was about fishing. Also a good number of candidates gave answers that were more related to hunting rather than fishing.

Q8.
Very few candidates seem to know exactly what a wildlife reserve is. Candidates that managed to gain marks in part (a) often mentioned the protection of organisms. Very few mentioned lack of development and human recreational use. In part (b) about half of the candidates indicated that a population consists of individuals belonging to the same species. Other answers which were marked incorrect included people, communities, species or simply organisms. Most candidates managed to gain marks in part (c) as they indicated a growth in the population. About half of the candidates also mentioned the exponential phase of growth. Most candidates gained at least 1 mark in part (d) (i) when they included that it is the maximum population size that can be reached. Fewer candidates mentioned that this is in relation to the environment in which the population is found. Candidates that did not gain any marks often did not indicate that the term refers to a population rather than to all organisms in the area. About half of the candidates answered part (d) (ii) correctly while very few candidates gave a correct answer part (d) (iii). Most candidates said that the population would experience a crash. Following from the previous question, most candidates did not gain any marks in part (d) (iv) because they said that the death rate would be much higher than the birth rate. Most candidates obtained at least 1 mark for part (e) as they correctly labelled the axes of the graph. Many also correctly indicated the attainment of the carrying capacity by the 10th generation. However, very few candidates drew the correct shape of the graph.

Section B


Q1.
Very few candidates attempted this question. Many of these candidates defined particulate matter (PM) correctly, including its possible threat to public health. Most candidates identified correctly the natural and human sources of PM. Few candidates identified correctly the sources of methane. However, those who did, gave correct replies as to how to reduce the methane emissions. Many candidates described smog correctly, including its possible health hazards.

Q2.
Many candidates attempted this question. The physical nature of the troposphere together with its screening function of parts of the electromagnetic spectrum, were in most cases described correctly. While some candidates showed a good understanding of the albedo ratio, others failed completely. A number of candidates confused issues related to the ozone layer with the greenhouse effect. 

Q3.
This was the second most attempted questions in this section, with many candidates performing rather well in their responses. In part (a), many diagrams provided were too sketchy, poorly labelled and sometimes irrelevant, while some descriptions referred to solid waste separation and treatment facilities instead of a professionally managed landfill. On a positive note, many candidates were quite confident in describing the main features of an engineered landfill, and some produced some very neat well-labelled diagrams too. There were also many valid arguments related with the recycling of paper and glass. Generally speaking, part (b) on incineration as an alternative method of solid waste disposal was also tackled well. However, candidates found it hard to refer specifically to the highly toxic atmospheric pollutants such as dioxin which is often associated with incineration of plastic waste. There were no major problems in answering part (c) though many candidates included also waste separation and recycling in their examples of direct methods of reducing household waste. 


Q4.
This turned out to be another popular question, but not all candidates fared well especially in parts (b) and (c). In part (a) marks were lost when candidates failed to indicate the role of naturally occurring gases such as carbon dioxide, water vapour and methane, in keeping the earth warm and habitable by living organisms. As happened in section A questions, many candidates wrongly attributed the greenhouse effect to ozone layer depletion and the subsequent increase in UV radiation reaching the earth. Others failed to distinguish between the natural phenomenon and the pollution problem (or anthropogenic origin) arising mainly from combustion of fossil fuels in power generation. In part (b) candidates were not always clear in their notion of biodegradability and some simply described biodegradable plastics as plastics that are “able to break down on their own”, making no reference whatsoever to the conditions (e.g. microorganisms, water, oxygen) which lead to their chemical decomposition to harmless products.

Candidates did not do well in part (c) where marks were lost for the inability to distinguish clearly between bioaccumulation (high concentration of toxins within a specific organism) and biomagnification (the concentration of a toxic substance on moving up trophic levels). Candidates were also penalized for failing to cite examples of typical toxic substances which have a tendency to undergo bioaccumulation or biomagnification. In part (d), the majority of responses showed that candidates knew about the origin of thermal pollution, but had problems to describe its negative impact on marine organisms and ecosystems. Although candidates were also aware that pathogenic microorganisms (referred to by at least two candidates as photogenic organisms!) were disease causing agents, few of them were able to link their presence with possible contamination of water sources by untreated or improperly treated sewage. Candidates were also expected to be familiar with at least one common waterborne disease resulting from the pollution of freshwater supplies.

Q5.
This was the most popular question in this section. Very few candidates gave a correct definition of biosphere in their answer to part (a) (i). This seemed to be the term that candidates had the greatest difficulty with. In part (a) (ii) many candidates gained 1 or 2 marks for this question as they correctly mentioned the characteristic climate or vegetation or both. Most candidates correctly mentioned the interaction of both biotic and abiotic factors in their answer for part (a) (iii). Similarly most candidates gained all the marks for part (a) (iv) while only about 30% of the candidates mentioned the ‘role’ of the organism in their answer to part (a) (v). Correct definitions were provided by the vast majority of the candidates for parts (a) (vi) and (vii).


About half of the candidates correctly answered part (b) by indicating that the resource for which organisms compete should be limited. Most candidates obtained full marks for part (c). Part (d) highlighted a common difficulty amongst candidates. Most candidates explained the concept of survival of the fittest or territorial behaviour rather than competitive exclusion and thus did not gain any marks.

Q6.
Nearly half of the candidates did not gain any marks in part (a) of this question as they did not specify correctly any of the characteristics of the biome. The other half mostly mentioned the characteristic temperature, with less mention of the characteristic levels of precipitation. Very few candidates mentioned the characteristic vegetation. The average mark for part (b) was 3, whilst the most common threats mentioned were deforestation (very general) and global warming or climate change. Other threats such as development, logging and acid rain were mentioned less frequently. The average mark for part (c) was also 3. The most frequently mentioned uses for timber were construction and as a fuel. Timber use in the production of paper and furniture were slightly less frequently mentioned. Candidates obtained an average of 2 marks in part (d). The most common effects of deforestation mentioned were climatic changes. Other effects frequently mentioned were loss of soil nutrients, increased erosion, forest flooding, loss of biodiversity and habitat loss. It is interesting to note that candidates never mentioned the effects on indigenous peoples and land conflicts. The majority of candidates did not score any marks in part (e). Candidates who managed to gain marks, mostly mentioned replanting as a means of managing forests sustainably. Very few candidates mentioned selective cutting and coppicing of small areas at a time. In general, the concept of sustainable forestry seemed to be very limited. 


General comments


The examiners would like to highlight the following common issues:

1.
Some candidates found it really hard to express themselves in good English and sometimes even resorted to an occasional Maltese term in their accounts.


2.
Examiners found it hard to read and mark scripts with cramped / undecipherable / careless calligraphy. Candidates are reminded that illegible handwriting and poor presentation of work are heavily penalized in any written examination.


3.
Some candidates tackled Section A questions by simply rephrasing the question’s statements showing a lack of ideas and gain no marks for the useless exercise. Section B questions were sometimes attempted without any planning, resulting in long and winding paragraphs with a lot of unnecessary or irrelevant details. 

4.
Some candidates preferred to answer Section B questions in the form of an essay, ignoring the fact that questions were mostly structured and divided into sub-questions requiring separate answers. Answers to this section should be structured according to the structure suggested by the questions
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