
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 1:  Statistical Information 
 
Table 1: Distribution of the Candidates’ grades for AM Geography May 2014. 
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 AM Geography 
May 2014 Session 
Examiners’ Report 

 

Part 1: Statistical Information 

Statistics 
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2014 session of the examination. 

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL 

NUMBER 5 15 22 5 3 9 1 60 

% OF TOTAL 8.3 25.0 36.7 8.3 5.0 15.0 1.7 100 

 

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance 

 

2.1 General comments  

 

Examinations 
 
A total of 60 candidates enrolled for the Geography Advanced level examination May 2014 session. 
One candidate was absent both for the submission of the fieldwork reports and the three examination 
sittings. Five other candidates, though they submitted their fieldtrip reports, were absent for the 
three sessions of the examination.   In all 54 candidates sat for Paper 1 and Paper 2 and Paper 3.  
The examination consisted of three papers.  Each paper consisted of three sections and the candidates 
were to select one question from each section.   
 
For Paper I, the questions which were mostly selected were Section A Question 2, 61 per cent, Section 
B Question 4, 56 per cent and Section C Question 8, 83 per cent. With regards to Paper II the questions 
that were mostly selected were Section A Question 1, 57 per cent, Section B Question 5, 44 per cent 
and Section C Question 9, 72 per cent. The questions mostly answered in Paper III were Section A 
Question 1, 78 per cent, Section B Question 4, 83 per cent and Section C Question 7, 46 per cent.   
 
The performance of the candidates is not strikingly different when compared to that of previous 
examination sessions. There is still room for improvement with regards to the areas of 
recommendations proposed by the examiners in previous years. It seems that generally candidates 
tend to prefer to answer questions that reflect recall knowledge and experienced events/fieldwork, 
rather than select questions which require more specific, theory-based geographic knowledge. The 
performance of the candidates varied between moderately good to fairly good with the largest cohorts 
obtaining a Grade C. Reasons why candidates fail to obtain higher marks were varied such as not 
reading the question in full and thus failing to provide relevance to the question in the answers. 
Examples provided were weak or not present at all. Lack of understanding of the questions often led to 
provision of generic, immature replies and at times irrelevant discussion points.   
 
In addition, drawings often fail to include labels or were not large enough to make them legible and neat. 
Use of different colours in the sketches is being recommended to show different aspects. Candidates 
are also requested to be careful and read the choice instructions provided at the beginning of each 
examination paper. One candidate erroneously replied to all questions in Paper 1 Section B.  Other 
recommendations proposed by the examiners include question numbers and question parts to be 
listed next to the answers, start each question on a fresh page and leave an empty line between one 
paragraph and another. 
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Same as last year, i t  is once again being recommended that candidates brush up their English, 
reference is particularly made to the grammar and structure; this often hinders the candidates’ way of 
expression. At Advanced level, it is expected from the candidates to also make full use of technical 
terms.  
 
 
Reports  
 
In general, and with a few exceptions, the moderators were in agreement with the marks assigned by 
the tutors for the two fieldtrip reports and the individual reports. As a guidance, this report is providing 
the following comments and recommendations for both type of reports: 

i. Some of the reports were not clearly structured, with aims and objectives, methodology, results, 
analysis and conclusion. Thus it was difficult for the moderators to follow the hypothesis/study 
flow of some project.  

ii. Sketches were not up to standard; these were usually not clear and did not have any 
annotations or title.  

iii. References were not properly cited and sometimes not included in text. 
iv. There is room for improvements with regards to data presentation; some candidates only 

presented their results in one table, which was not clearly laid out and discussed appropriately.  
v. Map need to always include orientation sign and scale and source information if these are 

copied from on-line resources such as Google Earth, MEPA Map Server etc. 
vi. Some candidates included hand written data, but such data was often not legible and it was 

unclear what it represented.  
vii. In some instances figures were not clearly labelled making it difficult for the reader to understand 

what the data represented.  
viii. Candidates need to specify on the front page of the report whether the report is the individual 

report or the fieldtrip report. 
ix. Candidates need to indicate also the title of their project, as this would help the moderator 

understand what the project is about. 
x. It is also being recommended to the tutors marking the projects that it is advisable to also 

provide a breakdown of marks assigned per project.  
 

With reference to the last point (x), the assessment criteria may be endorsed with the projects (both for 
the individual report and the fieldtrip reports) as this will provide a breakdown of marks. For the 
individual report, there is already an assessment criteria table in the AM13 Geography syllabus, which 
the tutors may avail of, as an endorsement. For the fieldtrip reports, tutors are encouraged to read the 
AM13 syllabus guidelines for the fieldtrip report and provide a brief justification note of their marking 
with reference to these guidelines. In this way the moderator can understand the line of assessment 
thought of the tutor. This recommendation is being particularly proposed in view of the fact that in the 
marking of some projects, moderators have noticed instances of notable discrepancies in the marking.  
 
 
2.2 Paper I 
 
Section A: Physical Geography of the Maltese Islands 
 
 
Question 1: Tectonics and landscape of the Maltese Islands  
The question was answered by a small percentage of candidates (15 per cent). In Question 1a, a good 
amount of candidates showed an adequate knowledge of the tectonic processes affecting the Maltese 
Islands and their effects on the landscape. Very few candidates presented the full sequence of ridges and 
valleys located north of the Great Fault. In Question 1b, most of the candidates focused primarily on the 
natural vegetation that develops along ridges and valleys and neglected other important landscape 
differences such as the formation of scree slopes, karst on the exposed ridges and the development of 
bays (valleys) and headlands (ridges).  
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Question 2: Water supply in the Maltese Islands  
More than half of the candidates opted to answer this question (61 per cent). Answers to Question 2a 
were overall satisfactory. However, some candidates did not discuss the lithological properties (porosity 
and permeability) of the rocks that are so important in the formation of the two aquifers. Furthermore, 
most candidates gave a better description of the formation of the Perched aquifer than the Mean Sea 
Level Aquifer. Answers to Question 2b, were mostly limited to the building of dams and reservoirs, the 
setting up of RO plants and extraction of water through boreholes. Other important measures and 
infrastructure such as education campaigns, the storm water master plan, extensive repair works to 
address water leakages and underground galleries were hardly mentioned. 
 
Question 3: Marine littoral zones 
A total of 12 candidates opted to answer this question. A good overall knowledge of the three marine 
littoral zones was observed from the answers given in (a). Most candidates did however mix up the 
extension of both the mediolittoral and infralittoral zones. In question (b) all candidates except one chose 
to discuss the mediolittoral and infralittoral zones. Apart from a few good descriptions, most answers were 
rather superficial and did not explain, in the required detail, the organisms that inhabit these two marine 
littoral zones. 
 
 
Section B: Human Geography of the Maltese Islands 

 
Question 4 - Population and settlement 
Question 4 was about demography in Malta.  A total of 30 candidates answered this question.  When 
explaining changes in crude birth rate and crude death rate, candidates did not consider any implications 
of what that data might represent. Crude birth rates and crude death rates have been expressed in 
percentages when the paper indicated that the rates are per 1000 population. In Question 4b, examples 
were rarely provided.  In Question 4c, the impacts that were listed were either not five, as requested, or 
else the candidates did not list the impacts but discussed population changes. 
 
Question 5 – Energy 
Question 5 was about energy use in Malta. Eighteen candidates selected this question. At times 
candidates misunderstood the terms ‘maximum demand of electricity generation’ and ‘electricity 
generation’. Candidates’ replies regarding impacts showed that they did not understand the question – 
they focused their answers on personal use e.g. increase in technology 
 
Question 6 - Environmental issues 
This question was about Urban Conservation Areas, and only five candidates answered it. 
Notwithstanding the low number of responses, the level of the performance by the candidates was 
satisfactory.  
 
 
Section C: Fieldwork and Statistical Techniques 
 

Question 7 - Cartographic component 

Only 2 candidates answered this question. Description on the maps was lacking, and the diagrams had 
no titles and were not of satisfactory standard..  

 

Question 8 - Relationship between data 
This question was chosen by a rather high majority of the candidates (83 per cent). Most of the 
candidates either left Question 8c unanswered or else they forgot that the division had to be done for all 
the samples and not take the whole sum and do one division. Most candidates got confused in the use of 
the Chi Squared formula. One of the candidates used the Spearman Rank Correlation formula instead of 
the Chi Squared. Some of the candidates explained the null hypothesis as a significant difference rather 
than correlation or relationship; marks were deducted by half since the explanation was not clearly 
defined.  
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Question 9 - Fieldwork Component 
Six candidates answered this question. Candidates did not explain in the detail; they just answered about 
what was random sampling without going into detail on how the technique is implemented and illustrate 
its advantages or disadvantages. Most of the diagrams were good, but the description of each sampling 
was lacking. Some of the candidates lost marks because they did not draw any pictures.  

 

  
2.3 Paper II 
 
Section A: Atmospheric Processes 
 

 
Question 1: Precipitation Patterns and types  
57 per cent of the candidates answered this question. The most common mistakes relating to Question 
1a were that few candidates discussed precipitation totals for the respective regions, some discussed the 
global circulation of the atmosphere while others had a poor knowledge of mid-latitude regions. Most 
answers for Question 1b were satisfactory. However, a good number of candidates did not go into the 
necessary detail required by the question, considering that the latter carried 15 marks. Diagrams were 
overall satisfactory and well labelled. 
 
Question 2: Earth’s heat budget and heat balance  
This was the least chosen question in Section B (19 per cent). In Question 2a, most candidates gave their 
answers from the information available in the graph, with only a handful elaborating on the pattern being 
shown by the diagram. Almost no student distinguished between long term and short term factors 
affecting the earth’s heat balance in Question 2b. Although candidates did choose to discuss relevant 
factors, in some cases they failed to clearly explain, how such factors affected the earth’s heat balance. 
 
Question 3: Sea-level change  
A total of 13 candidates answered this question. Only a handful of candidates gave good definitions of the 
terms eustatic and isostatic in Question 3a. The rest only gave partially correct explanations, some 
without referring to the global (eustatic) and local (isostatic) effect on sea level change. Question 3b 
carried 18 marks and warranted a detailed answer which relatively few candidates succeeded in 
producing. Some answers failed to point out how an ice age produced both eustatic and isostatic changes 
in sea level. On the other hand, candidates gave a better overall description of sea level change caused 
by human intervention.  
 
Section B: Geomorphology 
 
Question 4: Aeolian processes and desert dunes 
The question was answered by a fair percentage of candidates (22 per cent). In Question 4a, an overall 
good knowledge of the terms relating to the three transportation methods in desert regions was observed. 
However, candidates showed a poor understanding of the processes involved, especially the relation 
between particle size and transportation processes. In Question 4b, half of the candidates answered 
incorrectly since coastal dunes were discussed instead of desert dunes (the  latter indicated clearly in the 
question). Those answering correctly had a good understanding of the different types of desert dunes 
though diagrams could have been better annotated.  
 
Question 5: Waves and coastal erosion  
This was the most chosen question in Section B with a total of 24 candidates opting to answer this 
question. In Question 5a, a relatively high number of candidates gave answers which were too brief and 
hence did not adequately discuss the differences between a deep water wave and a shallow water wave. 
An overall poor knowledge of the difference in wavelengths, steepness and height between the two 
variety of waves was observed. In Question 5b, only a handful of candidates discussed a wide range of 
factors that determined the rate of erosion experienced on the coast. Most chose to discuss a maximum 
of two/three factors which, moreover, were not always the most important.  
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Question 6: Storm hydrograph 
30 per cent of the candidates answered this question. There were some very good answers to this 
question with a clear explanation of terms, of the differences in discharge between the two basins and of 
the possible factors affecting the way rainfall is regulated in a drainage basin. On the other hand, a good 
proportion of candidates lacked a good knowledge of terms, such as rising and falling limb, baseflow and 
lag time. In Question 6c, some candidates opted to discuss how overland flow can be stopped from 
reaching the main channel rather than how the characteristics of the basin affects the movement of water 
and consequently the discharge in the river. 
 
 
 
Section C: Biospheric Processes and Patterns 
 
 
Question 7 - Global patterns of vegetation 
Question 7 was answered by 7 candidates. Candidates showed that they vaguely knew this biome. They 
described it in a very short answer focusing mainly on the climate. Description on the type of vegetation 
and associated soil type was lacking.  
 
Question 8 - Soils  
Question 8 was answered by 8 candidates. They knew what the five main factors of soil formation were. 
Some of the candidates lost marks because either they did not mention all the five factors or else they did 
not explain in detail what happens in each of the factor.  
 
Question 9 - Environmental issues 
The majority of the candidates (39) chose to answer Question 9. Though this question was very popular 
with candidates, most of the answers could not be considered of an advanced level standard. Most of the 
candidates answered the question without due thinking (guessing the answer or answering indirectly). 
Candidates could have explained in more detail, with most of them just mentioning the keyword such as 
salinisation, but not explaining the cause and formation of desertification. In some cases, the English 
language used was not well structured, that at time sentences did not make sense. Use of technical 
words were also lacking.  
 
 
2.4 Paper III 
 
Section A: Human Geography and the Developing World 
 
Question 1 – Settlement and population growth 
This question was about population and population growth, and the majority of the candidates (42) 
selected it.  Most of the candidates did not know what the rank-size rule was, and at times, they simply 
did not attempt to answer question 1b.  At times candidates did not include the second part of Question 
1c. 
 
Question 2 - Economic activities - The role of agriculture 
Only seven candidates answered this question, which was about the green revolution.  Overall the 
candidates were aware of the definition and the advantages and disadvantages of the green revolution. 
  
Question 3 - Location of manufacturing activities 
Four candidates only answered this question, which was about Weber’s theory of industrial location. This 
type of question required knowledge that is derived from studying.  Evidently, the candidates who 
selected this question studied the topic.  All candidates did well in this question. 
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Section B: Issues in Resource Management 
 
Question 4 - Energy Resources  
Question 4 was answered by most candidates (48). The first part of the question was answered correctly 
by most of the candidates, except for the explanation of the term ‘reserves’: not all candidates knew what 
it meant. With regards to the second part of the question, some of the candidates explained non-
renewable energy in general, rather than choosing one example. 
 
Question 5 - Problems of global resource use  
No candidate answered Question 5. 
 
Question 6 - Environmental Issues 
6 candidates answered Question 6. Most of the candidates knew the disadvantages and advantages of 
the renewable energies given, however, they did not explain in detail what happens.  

 
 

 

Section C: The Geography of tourism and recreation 
 
Question 7 - The growth of demand for tourism 
Twenty-five candidates answered this question. One candidate went out of point in Question 7a and there 
was no reference whatsoever to the table in the answer. Candidates tend to avoid being exhaustive in 
their answer e.g. they state that there are population pressures but do not elaborate, regarding what 
these pressures are. There were instances when the candidates did not answer Question 7c. 
 
Question 8 - Butler’s model  
Eighteen candidates answered Question 8, which was about Butler’s tourism model.  The second part of 
this question allowed candidates to express their views, and some interesting observations were made.  
This shows that candidates were able to evaluate and express their opinion in view of the question that 
was made.  
 
Question 9 - Problems and policies of wildlife conservation 
Eleven candidates answered this question, which was about eco-tourism. At times, when answering 
Question 9c, the mitigation measures were repeated in the same answer. 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Examiners’ Panel 2014 


