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Peer review process 
 
All manuscripts are primarily screened by the Editor-in-Chief or an Associate Editor upon 
submission.  Priority is given to articles that will help allied health professionals to make better 
decisions, increase pertinent knowledge base and support high quality research.  Immediate 
manuscript rejection by the Malta Journal of Health Sciences is expected in the following instances: 
 

(i) study does not have a theoretical or evidence-based argument for the relevance of 
the work to allied health practice; 

(ii) manuscript does not contain sufficiently new or important information and therefore 
does not offer a significant contribution to the literature; 

(iii) reliability study does not include a discussion of the influence that the findings will 
have in the field; 

(iv) study evaluates a new test without a sound comparison to current tests; 
(v) study has serious flaws in the Methods section; 
(vi) it appears evident that the manuscript breaches and/or infringes third party 

intellectual property rights; 
(vii) authors did not obtain ethical approval from a properly constituted ethics 

committee, where appropriate. 
 
Manuscripts that qualify for review are evaluated by at least two experts as appropriate.  A double-
blind review process is adopted. 
 
After the reviewers receive a paper from the Editor-in-Chief or an Associate Editor, they read it 
closely and provide individual critiques in which they: 
 

(i) comment on the validity of the science, identifying scientific errors and evaluating the 
design and methodology used; 

(ii) judge its significance by evaluating the importance of the finding; 
(iii) determine the originality of the work based on how much it advances the field; 
(iv) recommend that the manuscript is rejected or accepted with minor or major revision; 

revision will entail further review. 
 
The Editor-in-Chief or an Associate Editor reads the manuscript and the reviewers’ comments, 
makes his/her own comments, and provides guidance to the Editorial Board on the suitability of the 
manuscript for publication.  The Editorial Board will then decide on the content of the feedback 
letter to the author(s). 
 
The full review is then e-mailed to the author(s) who may decide to drop the submission, or to 
comply with the suggested changes, provided that in either case, the suggested changes will remain 



the property of the Editorial Board and the author(s) cannot use the changes elsewhere without 
obtaining prior written permission from the Editorial Board.  The author(s) are then expected to 
return the revised manuscript incorporating the suggested changes, along with a covering letter 
outlining said changes, within a reasonable period of time as established by the Editorial Board 
(unless any extenuating circumstances present themselves). 
 
The reviewers will be asked to re-review the resubmitted manuscript to determine whether the 
changes suggested by the reviewers have been effected.  Once the Editor-in-Chief or Associate 
Editor is satisfied with the final version of the manuscript, then the manuscript is accepted and 
processed for the purposes of publication.  If the Editor-in-Chief or Associate Editor is not satisfied 
with the changes made, the authors may be contacted directly with any problems that may have been 
encountered within the resubmitted manuscript.  Once any outstanding issues are settled, the 
manuscript is accepted and processed for the purposes of publication. 
 
Failure to return the revised manuscript within the timeframe stipulated by the Editorial Board will 
automatically imply withdrawal of the submission.  Furthermore, following the final process of 
review, a manuscript cannot be withdrawn except by an authorisation in writing from the Editorial 
Board.  In both cases, the Editorial Board retains the rights to charge the author(s) with the costs 
which the Malta Journal of Health Sciences would have already incurred in preparing the manuscript 
for publication at the full discretion of the Editorial Board. 
 
 
Conflicts of interest 
 
In this section, authors are expected to disclose any associations that might pose a conflict of 
interest in connection with the submitted manuscript.  Conflict of interest scenarios may include 
recent collaborations with members of the Editorial Board and reviewers, as in the case of 
individuals who co-authored a paper or were principal investigators in funded research with the 
author(s) within the past 48 months.  Other examples of possible conflicts include past or present 
association as thesis supervisor/advise or thesis student, or a family relationship, such as a partner or 
parent-child relationship. 
 
Members of the Editorial Board may contribute to the authorship of submitted manuscripts, 
provided they are not involved in the editorial process of such papers. 
 
If there are no conflicts of interest to report, the author(s) is/are to include the following statement:   
 
The author(s) report/s no conflicts of interest. 
 
This section should precede the reference list.  All sources of funding or products must be included 
in the Acknowledgements section of the manuscript. 
 
 
Originality of work 
 
Submission of a manuscript implies that the work described: 
 

(i) has not been published before (except in the form of an abstract or academic thesis) 



(ii) is not under consideration for publication elsewhere;  if the manuscript is accepted 
for publication, it cannot be published in the same form elsewhere, in print or 
electronically, in English or in any other language, without the written consent of the 
copyright holder 

(iii) is the author’s/authors’ work and does not breach and/or infringe any third party 
intellectual property rights. 

 
 
Permissions 
 
When previously published material (e.g. tables, photographs or illustrations) are included in 
submitted manuscripts, the author(s) is required to obtain a written statement from the copyright 
holder giving permission for reproduction.  A copy of the permission obtained must be submitted to 
the Editor-in-Chief. 
 
 
Author misconduct and article withdrawal 
 
As a policy, submitted articles are checked for plagiarism using duplication detecting software.  The 
Editor –in -Chief  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  manuscript  where  unethical  conduct  during  
implementation of a research project, or in the manuscript authoring or content, is suspected.  This 
decision will be final and binding.  All work should be free of fabrication, falsification and plagiarism 
by the University of Malta.  See:  
https://www.um.edu.mt/_data/assets/pdf_file/0009/95571/University-Guidelines-on-
Plagiarism.pdf 
 
 
Ethical approval 
 
Ethical approval from a research ethics committee and/or institutional review board is required and 
details regarding the board providing approval should be listed in the Methods section of the 
manuscript. 
 
 
Publishing policy 
 
Manuscripts are accepted for publication on the understanding that exclusive copyright is assigned 
to the Malta Journal of Health Sciences.  However, this does not limit the freedom of the author(s) 
to use materials in the article in any other published works.  In addition, the author(s) may allow any 
third party the right to use the article as long as its original author(s), citation details and publisher 
are identified, save for commercial purposes. 
 
 
By my signature below, I/we represent that I/we have read and agree to be bound by this 
Agreement in its entirety and that I/we understand and agree to abide by the Guidelines herein.   
 
I/We hereby declare that I/we am/are the legitimate author(s) of this manuscript and that it is 
my/our original work. 
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No portion of this work has been submitted for publication elsewhere.  I/We hold the University of 
Malta and the Malta Journal of Health Sciences harmless against any third party claims with regard 
to copyright violation, breach of confidentiality, defamation and any other third party right 
infringement. 
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Author signature(s) 
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N.B. In the case of multi-authored manuscripts, the Agreement may be signed by one author, in 
which case the author signing above warrant(s) that he/she is authorised to sign on behalf of all 
other authors of the manuscript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


