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SEC Religious Knowledge
May 2017 Session

Examiners’ Report

Part 1: STATISTICAL INFORMATION

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2017 session of the examination.

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL
PAPER A 87 278 575 552 212 - - 256 33 1993
PAPER B - - - 89 270 173 114 242 93 981

TOTAL 87 278 575 641 482 173 114 498 126 2974

% OF TOTAL 2.9 9.3 19.3 21.6 16.2 5.8 3.8 16.7 4.2 100.0

Part 2: COMMENTS REGARDING CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE

PAPER 1

Section A

General Remarks

The questions tested the four strands of Religious Knowledge, i.e. the Religious Language, the
Spiritual Dimension, the Word of God and the Personal Catholic Worldview. Both Paper A and B
offered candidates the opportunity for indulging in the thematic study of Religion and religious
responses to fundamental questions of life.

There was a great difference between Paper A candidates and Paper B candidates. Many candidates
sitting for Paper B showed insufficient knowledge of the subject. Candidates showed that they are too
selective in what they chose to study.

There was also lack of analysis. Candidates are not able to engage critically within the subject. One
could also conclude that a considerable number of candidates didn’t read the question properly.

Most candidates who opted for Paper A showed better skills both in objective items i.e. candidates
were more skilled to select the correct response from several alternatives or to supply a word or short
phrase to answer a question or complete a statement and in subjective or essay items i.e. which
permit the candidate to organize and present an original answer..

Most candidates were not able to think deeply and critically, analyze and evaluate the significance
and implications of the doctrines and propositions of faith that they are presented with. As a
consequence many candidates do not go beyond the knowledge of faith, which many times they feel
obliged to reproduce without being convinced of its value, validity and relevance in their lives.
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Question 1

Most of the candidates answered this incorrectly. The most common answer being a document
regarding the concept of work rather than the declaration of the Second Vatican Council on the
relation of the church with non-Christian Religions.

Question 2

Most of the candidates answered it correctly. Answers such as “it is inspired by God/Holy Spirit” and
“it is God’s message” were amongst the most common answers.

Question 3

Most of the candidates answered correctly.

Question 4

Most of the candidates answered correctly.

Question 5

Many candidates gave wrong answers. This shows that many have never read or heard the Creation
Narrative. Most of the wrong answers included Moses, the Jewish people or the apostles.

Question 6

Most of the candidates answered this incorrectly. Candidates repeated words from the question, or
wrote Saint Peter or Saint John.

Question 7

Most candidates are not aware of the many groups and Catholic/Christian movements that exist not
only in Malta in general but also in their own parishes.

Question 8

There were only a few candidates who gave a valid answer especially those sitting for Paper B. From
the answers given it was evident that they didn’t know the meaning of celibacy or virginity, and linked
purity to priesthood.

Question 9

Most of the candidates sitting for Paper A and B didn’t know the answer.

Question 10

(a) Very few correct answers. Many explained liturgy as ‘Liturgy of the Word’ and ‘Liturgy of the
Eucharist’ during Mass without giving a definition of the term.

(b) Most of the candidates answered correctly.

Question 11

Mostly good answers but others mentioned the fact that God rested on the seventh day. This is a
common mistake.
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Question 12

(a) Very few good answers.
(b) Paper A candidates answered this question correctly, but Paper B candidates gave various

answers that had nothing to do with the question.

Question 13

(a) Most of the candidates answered this question correctly especially those of Paper A,
although there were candidates who confused the two definitions with each other.

(b) Most of the candidates answered correctly

Question 14

Most of the candidates answered this question correctly.

Question 15

Most of the candidates answered this question correctly.

Question 16

(a) Most of the candidates answered correctly
(b) Most cadidates do not know what social teaching is. They just take it as teachings about how

to behave with others. So most of the answers were of the general type like “respect
everybody” and “learning to live with each other”. Not more than a handful tried to quote or at
least refer to some of the Church’s documents.

Question 17

Most of the candidates answered this question correctly.

Question 18

(a) Answers generally correct.
(b) Most Paper A candidates answered this correctly.

Question 19

Most candidates answered this correctly. The majority of those with an incorrect answer mentioned
only the attendance to mass.

Question 20

The majority of the candidates of Paper A answered correctly. Candidates of Paper B were not clear
and sometimes switched the definitions. Some think that contraception is killing the baby after it is
born.

Question 21

Answers generally correct.
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Question 22

(a) Many good answers with specific examples. The most common answer was the healing of
the blind man. There were a few who just wrote “Jesus loved the sick and healed them”
without giving an example.

(b) Many different  but acceptable answers. The most common being: “visiting them”, “taking
them out”, “doing errands for them” and “keeping them company”.

Question 23

(a) In general, candidates didn’t give an accurate answer. They weren’t able to link the concept
of work to the idea of God as the creator. Some wrote “we have to work because God wants
us to work.”

(b) Most of the candidates answered this incorrectly. Answers were mostly linked to work but not
related to the question.

Question 24

(a) Most candidates knew the difference, but most Paper B candidates had no idea what a
natural agreement is.

(b) Most candidates answered correctly.

Question 25

Most candidates answered correctly

Section B

General Remarks

All questions were easy and straightforward except question 3. Overall, Paper A candidates answered
questions correctly. Paper B candidates answered in brief without giving too much detail to explain
the answer given.

In this section, the candidates really showed their religious knowledge. The questions covered
dogma, bible, morality and social aspects.

Question 1

Many candidates could mention the four marks of the Church. Unfortunately very few could explain all
four of them. With regards the Church as One, most answers were limited to belief in one God; with
regards to Holy, many said that there are many saints venerated in the Church; with regards to
Catholic most candidates referred to the universality of the Church; and with regards to Apostolic,
most candidates referred to the apostolic origin and tradition. The last one was the one which was
best answered while many candidates found it difficult to explain One, Holy and Catholic. There were
quite a few candidates who illustrated their answer by referring to the parable of the mustard seed or
the parable of the dragnet.

Question 2

Most candidates could narrate the Pentecost narrative and give the most salient points of the
narrative.
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Question 3

This proved to be the most difficult of the 5 questions. Still there are many candidates who think of
Purgatory as a second chance, a waiting stage before the final Judgment, or a time of rethinking on
past decisions.

Question 4

Most candidates are aware of their rights and duty in a democratic society. Many expressed their duty
to put the common good before personal interests. There were quite a few who wrote about the moral
obligation to defend moral principles in their political activities. Most answers limited themselves to
voting.

Question 5

This question presented a problem to many candidates. Quite a few candidates spoke of the 5th

commandment as the greatest commandment. Others limited their answer to the first Commandment
of the Decalogue. Others limited themselves to the Lord’s Commandment “Love one another as I
loved you”. Many of these candidates showed that they had sound knowledge of the subject but fell
short of giving the right answer, that of loving God and loving our neighbour.

Section C

General Remarks

Most answers were correct and to the point.

First Texta) Most of the candidates answered correctlyb) Most of the candidates answered this correctly.c) Most of the candidates answered this correctly.d) Most of the candidates answered this correctly.e) Most of the candidates answered this correctly.

Second Texta) Most of the candidates answered correctly. Only a few gave a wrong answer.b) For those who read and understood the text, the answer was easy.c) Nearly all candidates gave a right answer.d) Most candidates answered this correctly. But there were candidates who gave an answer not
from the text such as the power of the Holy Spirit.e) Most of Paper A and B candidates answered this question incorrectly. Their answer was
heaven.
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Paper 2A

General Remarks

Most of the candidates were well prepared even though one expects to find a higher level of religious
knowledge and better essay writing skills. The biggest factor in losing marks is irrelevance.
Candidates need to answer the question set rather than the question they would have preferred to
see. Candidates should prepare a short essay plan. This will avoid the writing of afterthoughts in the
margin and losing structure in the essay. The key for high-grade work is ‘critical analysis’, which
means using reasoned arguments to reach an appropriate conclusion on the question set.

Question 1

Many candidates opted for this question. The question gave the candidates ample opportunity to write
about what they studied in class. In section C, candidates could write about three episodes from the
Bible. In this exercise, they had to show that they could understand what is meant by literary forms
and pinpoint real events in contrast with parables and myths. They were also asked for an application
of the episode. This question tested knowledge, inference, understanding and application skills.

a) The majority of the candidates had very clear ideas about inspiration. They wrote about the
divine assistance given by the Holy Spirit to the biblical writers. Many included the notion of
the message of salvation. All expected answers in the marking scheme featured in the
candidates’ scripts. However the majority of the candidates just touched on a maximum of
three points and left their answer at that. The second part referred to the work of the Holy
Spirit with the reader today. Many answered that the Holy Spirit enlightens the reader to
understand God’s message. There were quite a few who limited their answer to the help of
the Holy Spirit to priests in the delivery of the Sunday Mass homily. There were very few who
explained that we need the help of the Spirit of God to live according to the Word of God and
put it in practice in our daily life.

b) The candidates could give the rules for the correct interpretation of the Bible. Most candidates
gave four criteria for correct interpretation and illustrated their answer with valid examples.
However, there were quite a few candidates who, instead of referring to the rules of correct
interpretation, referred to the Christian attitudes towards Bible reading, for instance, with an
open heart and mind, a listening ear and with reverence.

c) Most candidates gave three good examples. However, there were many who lost marks
because they referred to the creation narratives. There was only one candidate who referred
to the shipwreck of St Paul on the Maltese shores as found in the Acts. The vast majority
gave and narrated the story of Zaccheus and the woman caught in adultery. Some
candidates narrated parables but put them in their right context, such as the lawyer who
asked Jesus about eternal life. The narrative continues with the parable of the Good
Samaritan. Given in the whole context as it is in Luke 10, it has to be taken as a real story.
The same applies to the parable of the prodigal son, if the candidate explains that this parable
was the way Jesus reacted when accused of receiving sinners and eating with them in Luke
15. When candidates came to the application their answers were generally good, but very
often too short, hardly ever more than a short sentence or two.

Question 2

Candidates have a good knowledge both of the Exodus events and of the Eucharist. However, when
coming to linking the two together, they found difficulty in expressing themselves. The third part of the
question was sheer application and this presented no problem to most candidates. In fact, they did
well in this section of the question and this helped many of them to achieve a good mark.

a) Many candidates failed to see a reference to Christ’s death and resurrection in the command
“Do this in memory of me” and limited their answer to the celebration of the Eucharist / Holy
Mass / Jesus’ teachings / remembrance of Him when He is gone. Many wrote that the
celebration of Holy Mass is a re-living of the Last Supper. Marks were lost due to this
common mistake. There were very few candidates who scored very good marks for writing
about celebrating Christ’s death and Resurrection and the unity with Him and among
Christians. There were only a handful who referred to Holy Orders when answering to the first
part of the question.
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b) Most candidates wrote that there are similarities between the Paschal Lamb and Jesus.  They
saw a similarity between the Lamb sacrificed in order to liberate the Hebrews from slavery in
Egypt and Jesus who died to save humanity from sin; the Lamb was offered as a sacrifice to
seal the Old Testament Covenant and Jesus who shed his Blood to seal the New Testament
Covenant. There were many candidates who spoke of the sacrifice of the lamb without any
bones being broken, the white innocent animal, and the sacrifice occurring on the eve of
Easter. This comparison was made in most of the scripts.

c) The third part was straightforward for most candidates. Unfortunately, there were many
candidates whose answer was limited to the spreading of the message of Jesus and what we
hear during the homily. Mature answers scored higher marks.

Question 3

Surprisingly enough, this proved to be a rather difficult question.

a) The candidates who were prepared for the exam immediately gave the four aspects of sin.
They could also refer to the narrative of the Fall in Genesis. However, there were many who
did not even take the hint from the question asking for four aspects. They either gave their
own version of the story or started with the story of creation and when they came to the fall,
they just described it in a sentence or two. There were quite a few, mainly among those who
gave their answer in English who referred to the four aspects as the physical, the spiritual, the
psychological and the emotional harm caused by sin. The part where these four aspects are
related to the Sacrament of Reconciliation proved to be very difficult and only a handful of
candidates gave a correct answer.

b) Most candidates do not know why we confess to a priest. Many said that he has the power
from Christ, which was given to the apostles. Many said that the priest can give advice and
can also give a penance so that one does not sin anymore and he makes up for his sins.
There were very few who spoke of the priest as a representative of the Church; but even
here, no one said that by sin we are offending the Church, but simply stated that the Church
has the power to forgive sins. This resulted in low marks for this section of the question.

c) Most candidates referred to the Bible or the Word of God as a criterion for forming a good
conscience. The teaching of the Church did not feature often in the answers. Many spoke of
going to church and listening to the homily. Many spoke of putting themselves in Christ’s
place and judge the act in a given situation. Many referred to their upbringing and argued that
a good conscience is developed by education and the values practiced at home.  When they
came to answer about conscience as a guide for life, none of the candidates could elaborate.

Question 4

This was a very straight forward question. Almost all candidates attempted this question. The title
itself, “What’s your worth?” gave a clear indication to mature candidates of how to tackle the question
to score a high mark, and those who took the hint managed to score a high mark.

a) Most candidates’ answers consisted in a repetition of the three unnecessary dangers for
human life and explained what may be the effect of each of them; and stopped there. Very
few spoke of the dignity of the human person and or the Christian concept of the sacredness
of the human body as a creature of God and a Temple of the Holy Spirit. Again, while most of
the candidates argued that these three examples may have addictive, fatal and harmful
effects, very few went on to write anything about the value of life from a Christian perspective.
Most answers were sheer repetition of the question with a few remarks, such as, passive
smoking, lack of self-control after drinking and dangers of over speeding for passengers and
commuters.

b) Very few gave a decent answer to the first part of the question. The Bible’s vision about the
environment was limited to just mention that it was created by God. Very few candidates
made reference to God’s command to subdue the earth or to fill the ground. A few said that
Jesus respected the environment and wanted to spend his last moments before his passion
praying in a garden. With regards to the good examples given, one found sustainable
development, deforestation, crop rotation, use of pesticides in agriculture and clean energy.
However, there were many who simply referred to going to picnics or barbeques in the
countryside, picking papers from the floor, recycling and refraining from littering. Some gave
silly examples, such as, when eating fruit, the rind is thrown away in fields to become
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compost and the seed to grow into fruit trees; or stop the building industry. Mature answers
scored better marks.

c) The answers about the media were generally unsatisfactory. Many were obsessed by
misinformation about religion and Christianity in the media. Many said that the media
promotes abortion, divorce, cohabitation, and drugs amongst others. The approach to the
media was a rather negative one. Here again, there were very few candidates who showed
maturity in their answers. Most of them consisted in condemning the evil effects of the media.
One frequent example mentioned was the use of the media to promote good looking slim girls
with the risk of bulimia and anorexia.

Question 5
The topic of “work” generally evokes interest in the candidates, and therefore they choose to answer
the related question.

a) Most candidates failed to understand what was required of them in the very first part of the
question and lost the seven marks it carried. They did not explain how work appears in God’s
plan for the human person. Very few referred to the biblical quote. A few referred to the first
creation narrative and said that God worked for six days and rested on the seventh. Others
referred to Jesus’ statement in John, saying that His Father still works. In the second part of
the question about how Christians can live their faith at their workplace, many candidates
mentioned solidarity and common good but many failed to give two concrete examples as
requested in the question.

b) Most candidates could mention three points of Christian Doctrine related to work, the right for
a just wage, security at the workplace, and the right to join a trade union and to go on strike.
The question asked the candidates to write about the topic, however many candidates just
mentioned these points, and wrote very little or nothing at all. The one which was explained at
some length was the legitimacy of a strike action. That was discussed very well. Nobody
discussed what constitutes a just wage.

c) Almost all candidates were familiar with the objectives of work and gave two good examples
as requested. Earning a decent wage for a living and the development of the skills of the
worker featured frequently in the answers. Points like, the continuation of the Mass, the
stewardship role in the development of creation and helping in God’s plan for mankind were
completely ignored.

Paper 2B

General Remarks
Around half of the candidates tried to answer in detail, although one can conclude that their
knowledge on the subject is limited. There was no evidence of active engagement and critically
dialogue with the subject. Some did not even answer the 10 questions. There were also a remarkable
number of candidates who failed to turn up for the exam.

Question 1

Many candidates do not know what is meant by fundamental questions. Even among those who gave
a right example, very few could explain how religion answers such questions.

Question 2

Many candidates could write about inspiration. But they either ignored the quotation and concentrated
on the word inspiration and gave a good answer, or referred to the quote from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC) and went out of point.

Question 3
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The vast majority gave a good account of the Fall of Man and referred to the 3 quotes given in the
question. Many stopped there and did not answer the second part of the question about the three
consequences of sin, even though the word ‘three’ was written in bold capitals.

Question 4

Many candidates did not choose this question, even though it was straight forward and concerning
popular Biblical events. Many of those who answered this question started off with the Exodus
narrative, or with the birth of Moses, while others started from the burning bush and kept going
through the events. There were a few who wrote about events which have nothing to do with Moses,
such as, the creation narratives or the stories of David. No marks were assigned to such narratives.

Question 5

The most popular human sentiments of Jesus were “fear, anger and sorrow”. The explanation of
these sentiments was rather poor. In the second part, most candidates mentioned miracles like the
changing of water into wine at Cana and the Resurrection. Less quoted miracles were the raising of
Lazarus and the healing of the blind man. Jesus walking on the water also featured in a few answers.
In most scripts, candidates just mentioned the event and did not write anything about it as requested
in the question.

Question 6

The textbook explains these two parables very well. However, candidates confused the “parable of
the wheat and weeds” with the “parable of the sower”, and the “parable of the dragnet” with the
miracle of the miraculous catch. Most of those who gave the right answer failed to get to the point of
afterlife.

Question 7

Most candidates know the five steps for a good confession and could mention three of them. The one
that featured most prominently was the penance or prayer given by the priest. The promise for
amendment was the least mentioned. Again, explanations were poor or non-existent in many scripts.

Question 8

This question was well answered. The quote from the Apology of Saint Justin is well covered and
candidates were well acquainted with the interpretation of the five phrases in the question.

Question 9

“Forgiveness, mutual help, and mercy” featured in most of the answers. Answers like “going to Mass”,
obeying the Ten Commandments, and praying were not accepted unless a clear explanation was
given. Many could only give one of two tasks.

Question 10

Many candidates got the first part of the question wrong. They missed the hint given in the second
part of the question which refers to “the first sacrament”. In the second part of the question, many
went off track and gave three symbols used in the ceremony, i.e. white dress, Paschal candle, water
and holy oil. They did not relate these symbols to the dignity given to Christians in Baptism. Children
of God, Temple of the Holy Spirit, members of the Church, heirs of Heaven did not feature in the
answers.

Question 11
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The first part was well answered by most candidates. A considerable number of candidates asserted
that the “individual” has the right over his life. Regarding the threats on life, most candidates
mentioned drugs, terrorism and alcohol. Some candidates included other sins that do not directly
concern life such as blasphemy, usury and bullying. Most candidates mentioned these situations
without writing any notes or comments.

Question 12

Most candidates got confused between aims and duties.

Question 13

Most of the candidates confused the first part. They found it difficult to interpret the kind of love
between the couple mentioned. Most only mentioned that Robert and Dorothy really loved each other
deeply and sincerely. Candidates did not mention the three types of love: Eros, Philia and Agape.

Question 14

Most of the candidates were partially correct in their answer. A considerable amount answered
without reading the question attentively, hence not showing how the Holy Spirit helps the Christian to
live a holy life. They wrote about general ideas of living a good life without answering directly to the
question.

Chairperson

Examiners’ Panel 2017


