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In the so-called ‘problem situation’ of the philosophy of mind there has been since the beginning
of the 1990s a turn to the concept of mental representation and a ‘new wave’ materialism (=
physicalism) renewing the type-type identity theory. The lecture will first explore changes in the
philosophy of mind from the 1950s to the present. This will be followed by a discussion of how the
features of consciousness and the meaning of representation are distinguished with a systematic
intent. The claim put forward here is that the concept of representation as an intentional
relationship is not the basic feature of mental states and phenomenal consciousness. This will be
followed by a sketch of the turn to the Same Order Monitoring Theory (self-representationalism)
as a variation of the Higher Order Monitoring Theory, with particular reference to Uriah Kriegel.
While examining the merits of Kriegel’s theory, his introduction of representation as the “core
necessary condition” of mental states is critiqued.
The critique of the concept of representation as a basic concept of mental states and of selfrepresentationalism is instructive about the re-systematization of the basic concepts of the
philosophy of mind and cognitive science because mental states are not an “organ of
representation” as an introspection by self-monitoring on different levels of layered selfawareness.
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