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STATISTICAL DATA   
 

The table below summarises the distribution of grades for Paper A and B for SEC English 

Literature. 
GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 99 209 423 420 301     279 19 1750 

PAPER B       103 104 104 74 93 46 524 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 99 209 423 523 405 104 74 372 65 2274 

% OF TOTAL 4.35 9.19 18.60 23.00 17.81 4.57 3.25 16.36 2.86 100 

 

A close examination of the results for May 2018 English Literature session shows a higher fail 

rate than previously in Paper A. This was a result of a number of candidates sitting for Paper A 

whose work showed very limited knowledge of texts, inappropriate choice of material, difficulty 

of expression and incoherent writing. Examiners came across essays in Paper A which could not 

be assigned any marks, with some candidates leaving whole sections out completely. On the 

other hand, a number of Paper B essays were of a relatively high standard, demonstrating not 

only a good knowledge of the texts but also the ability of candidates to structure arguments and 

essays. Candidates who obtained high grades in both papers showed thorough knowledge of the 

texts, focus on the question and a critical response. Essay structure, appropriate references to 

support the arguments being made and clarity of ideas were also important criteria for 

obtaining good grades. 

PAPER I  

SECTION A 

POETRY 
 

‘Climbing My Grandfather’ by Andrew Waterhouse is a poem about the speaker’s determination 

to find out who his grandfather is. The long and arduous journey up the mountain suggests that 

getting to know someone, even a relative, requires both time and hard work. In the end, the 

speaker reaches the summit and is rewarded by having learnt that his grandfather is a good 

man.  

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

A good number of candidates understood the poem and were able to appreciate the strong bond 

between the grandchild and his grandfather. However, some candidates failed to distinguish 

between the literal and metaphorical meaning of the poem and, as a result, tended to do poorly 

in some of the questions. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 Most candidates answered this question correctly. 

2 Only a few candidates answered this question correctly by mentioning, among other 

themes, family relationships, nostalgia and childhood memories. Most candidates 

only provided an overview of the subject matter rather than theme and commented 

that the poem is about a child climbing his grandfather. 

3 The majority of students gave the correct answer, pointing out that the use of the 

first- person pronoun has the effect of drawing attention to the speaker’s experience 

and his point of view. 

4 On the whole, candidates did poorly on this question. They failed to comment on the 

effect of the specific image and very often provided the stock response that the 

poet’s use of imagery has the effect of ‘emphasising’ the difficulty of the journey. 

Candidates were expected to comment on the metaphor ‘glassy ridge’. Few 
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candidates were able to make valid remarks on the specific connotations of the words 

‘glassy’ and ‘ridge’ in relation to the visual and tactile nature of the scar. 

5 Most candidates answered this question correctly.  

6a Most of the answers showed that candidates are familiar with poetic devices and 

critical jargon. Most commented on the use of enjambment, free verse and long 

sentences among others. 

6b Most examples given were correct, however, a small percentage of candidates did 

poorly when asked to comment on the effectiveness of the use of caesura with the 

most common answer stating that the use of the caesura has the effect of making 

the poet or the reader pause to reflect. Students should be encouraged to think of 

caesurae as having an effect on the rhythm of the poem. A number of candidates 

were clearly unaware of the various devices used to control pace and rhythm in 

poetry. 

7 Most candidates lost marks in this question because they either answered the 

question very vaguely or showed a limited connection between the boy, the 

grandfather and nature. Very few candidates were able to succinctly show the literal 

and metaphoric bonding, and highlight the effectiveness of the last sentence. 

8 Candidates did remarkably well in this final task. Many of them scored more than half 

the marks since they were able to provide a thorough analysis of the grandfather’s 

physical appearance, his attire and his occupation. Most answers were substantiated 

with relevant quotations throughout. Very few candidates did poorly on this question.   

SECTION B 

PROSE 

This year’s unseen prose passage, which is an adaptation from ‘The Moustache’ by Robert 

Cormier, deals with Mike’s experience in an old people’s home. The passage sheds light on the 

different emotions he experiences from the moment he sets foot in the institution to the 

moment he reaches his grandmother’s room. In the end Mike is left questioning his 

grandmother’s state of mind. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

Most candidates seem to have understood the passage with a number of students doing very 

well in this section. Most of the marks were lost in the last question where candidates failed to 

support their answer with close reference to the passage. Most answers consisted of a summary 

or a paraphrase of the passage. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 Most candidates answered this question correctly. 

2 This question was answered correctly. 

3a The answers to this question were mixed. A good number of candidates knew that 

the literary term was ‘hyperbole’. A few, however, showed lack of knowledge of the 

literary jargon with a few referring to the ‘exaggeration’ as ‘alliteration’ and 

‘oxymoron’. 

3b The good majority of candidates were aware that the keyword in the rubric of 

question 3b was ‘effect’ and did try to explain the effectiveness of such a device. 

Quite a few students, though, wrote that the author was using ‘contrast’. They also 

failed to go beyond simple comprehension since they only read and copied or 

paraphrased the text presented, giving little to no importance to analysis of the 

language, diction or style. 

4 The majority of candidates answered this question correctly, with some explaining 

in detail how the writer might have wanted to create contrast between ‘the old man’ 

and the ‘figures’ - liveliness (zest for life) and inertia (complaisant acceptance that 

the end is near). Yet, there were a few who mentioned that the phrase ‘the old 

man’ might have been indicating that the persona was only there to see his 
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grandma and hence was only focused on seeing his relative and all the other people 

were either ‘figures’ or an ‘old man’. 

5a This question was answered correctly with the majority of students being able to 

identify the two similes.  

5b Once again, most answers were correct. Most candidates commented on the 

effective use of the simile of their choice. 

6 A good number of candidates provided a thorough explanation of how the given 

quote portrays grandma's almost childlike surprise and her contentment at being no 

longer alone. Good answers also referred to grandma’s facial expression to show that 

she suddenly came alive.  

7 Quite a good number of candidates were spot on, referring to a certain feeling of 

uncertainty and disbelief both on the part of the persona and also on the part of 

grandma. There were quite a few who mentioned that grandma might have been 

suffering the effects of strong medication or was in the early stages of dementia. 

8 The majority of candidates answered this question correctly.  

9 Answers ranged from weak to excellent. The weak answers only provided a summary 

of the text. Other better answers were fair, providing a scanty analysis of content, 

style and diction. Only a few were excellent with detailed analysis of the narrative 

structures utilized. Quite a few ignored the part of the rubric 'from the point he 

meets his grandmother...' and highlighted the emotions the persona felt before. 

Others simply went completely off track and took the persona to be the grandma. 

 

PAPER II  

SECTION A - DRAMA 

GENERAL COMMENTS: PAPER A and PAPER B 

 

The most popular play was Macbeth with Dear Nobody and The Play of Kes a close second. The 

Merchant of Venice and A View from the Bridge were equally popular. The least popular was 

Twelfth Night. Judging by the number of good answers in both papers one can say that 

candidates were familiar with the play they had studied. It was also heartening to note that the 

majority of answers were focused and well structured. There was also a marked improvement in 

the way the gobbet questions were answered, a sign that teachers took note of comments 

made by examiners in previous reports regarding a lack of training in answering gobbet 

questions. However, one still found candidates, particularly in Paper B, whose answer consisted 

of one long paragraph. Other shortcomings included the following: 

a. Irrelevance 

b. Introductions that bear no relevance to the question set and unnecessary 

introductions to gobbets 

c. Lack of reference to the text 

d. Poor expression 

e. Misuse of quotations 

f. Insufficient focus on the key words. For example, some questions asked for the 

importance of a character or a theme and this was, in some cases, overlooked. 

g. Lack of chronological sequence of events. 
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PAPER II A 

SECTION A - DRAMA 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

1a Some answers were not contextualized. Others lacked detail, for example, there was no 

reference to Malvolio’s scolding, to the threat of being thrown out of Olivia’s household 

or the plan to get revenge on Malvolio. 

1b Many candidates outlined the fact that Sir Toby brings comic relief in the play. Some also 

pointed out that he is also manipulative in the way he treats Sir Andrew. Most 

candidates who answered this question fared relatively well. However, a number of 

answers lacked a thorough analysis of Sir Toby’s character.  

1c The best answers showed a thorough understanding of the theme of deception in the 

play outlining and discussing the various examples of deception. Some answers were 

limited in examples or only referred to Viola’s disguise. 

2 Most of the candidates who chose this question wrote about Orsino’s obsessive and 

unrequited love for Olivia and the complicated love triangle that follows. Students also 

mentioned other characters such as Sebastian and Antonio, as another example of 

unrequited love. Most of the answers were focused. 

3 Very few candidates answered this question. The answers focused on Malvolio and Maria 

as two examples of ambitious characters but examples were quite limiting. 

4a Most candidates identified the circumstances leading to the given passage. Only a few 

provided the wrong context.  

4b Answers to this question were focused and valid. Reference was made to Portia and 

Nerissa’s disguise and to the ring episode. Most answers focused on the contrasting 

qualities between the two main characters Portia and Shylock. 

4c Answers varied. Some referred only to religious discrimination, others to racial 

discrimination, while the better answers spoke about racial, religious and gender 

discrimination. 

5.  Only a few candidates answered this question. The key words in this question were 

mercy and justice and the message that the play seems to deliver. One would have 

expected the answer to feature a distinction between the meaning of the two themes as 

well as a reference to Portia’s speech about the quality of mercy. Sadly, these were 

missing from the answers presented. 

6 This was the most popular question of the three. There were some excellent answers 

that were well argued and supported by appropriate reference to the text. The weaker 

answers focused mainly on revenge but did not necessarily highlight the reasons for 

Shylock’s eagerness for revenge namely on a personal level, on religious grounds and on 

a business level. Some ignored the trial scene completely. 

7a A good number of candidates answered this gobbet question. Although a good number 

discussed what was happening in this particular scene in detail, some failed to write 

down the specific context in which this was happening. Most of the answers were 

correct.  
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7b Answers varied. Many answers showed how Lady Macbeth turns into a very weak 

character by writing about how her strong ambition changes to reveal a weak, disturbed 

character at the end. Most of the answers were correct. Some candidates did not focus 

enough on Lady Macbeth’s brave front at the beginning of the play.  

7c Answers were focused. Most students showed a thorough understanding of the theme of 

appearance and reality by using very valid and detailed examples from the play. Answers 

that were awarded a high score provided various instances where the theme is shown. 

Others were limited in examples or gave only one. A few made no reference to the 

Witches who are the prime example of equivocation. 

8  Although this was a very popular choice, most answers were disappointing. In most 

cases the examples chosen to demonstrate such an atmosphere were very limited. Only 

a few gave the whole picture of what contributes to the creation of tension and fear like 

the darkness, the witches, hallucinations, sound imagery etc. Most answers focused 

entirely on the feelings of fear in Macbeth mentioning his fear of Fleance’s escape, his 

fear of Banquo, and his fear of detection. 

9 This was the most popular choice and there were a number of excellent answers that 

deserved full marks. The good essays referred to the element of tragedy and the sense 

of meaninglessness in life that Macbeth feels at the end of the play. Candidates referred 

to the admiration enjoyed by Macbeth at the beginning, the influence exerted on him by 

his wife and the witches, his reluctance to go ahead with the murder and his mental 

confusion and his guilt after the murder. Candidates then went on to show how he 

became a tyrant and how he lost his good reputation as well as his friends. An important 

aspect of the essay was definitely the discussion of pity in relation to Macbeth. Some 

students only referred to the latter in the last sentence of their essay. 

10  Answers mainly consisted of a discussion of the clash between individuals but generally 

failed to adequately define the clash between cultures. Some answers lacked relevant 

detail. 

11 Most of the good essays focused on a number of different examples of betrayal such as 

the betrayal of Eddie to the Immigration Bureau, the betrayal of Eddie towards Beatrice, 

and the betrayal of Catherine towards Eddie at the end of the play. The weaker essays 

focused on the betrayal of Eddie to the Immigration Bureau only. 

12 This was also a popular choice and most candidates wrote a good analysis of Alfieri’s role 

in the play. The good essays mentioned Alfieri as having a similar role to the chorus in a 

Greek tragedy, where he simply narrates the events without participating fully in them. 

Most students commented on the fact that Alfieri is just the teller of a story and is 

hopeless in changing any of the events. Most students fared well in this essay. 

13  This was a popular question. Answers showed considerable knowledge of the play and 

focused on the different emotions experienced in the respective settings.  

14 This was not a very popular choice. There were only a couple of good answers that 

focused on what makes the play appealing appeal. Answers that were awarded a good 

grade were those that related the appeal to real life, for example, the problems of 

teenage pregnancy parental separation and its effect on the children, conflicts within the 

family and lack of understanding between parents and children. Most answers were not 

satisfactory- they consisted of no more than a plot summary. 

15 This was also a popular choice. Most answers focused on the impact that both the 

unborn child and the falcon leave on the main characters in the plays and showed how 

both characters change for the better. A number of candidates lost marks because they 
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mainly focused on the importance of the falcon but said very little about the importance 

of the unborn baby. While candidates spoke in a fair amount of detail about Billy’s 

situation at home and at school, they failed to trace Helen’s change from childhood to 

maturity and the unity between generations that the birth of the baby brings about. 

SECTION B - POETRY 

GENERAL COMMENTS: PAPER A and PAPER B 

 

Candidates who performed well in this section showed considerable engagement with the title, 

gave evidence of considerable knowledge of the texts analysed, contained a number of relevant 

and properly-introduced quotations, had a personal response, were well-structured (with an 

Introduction, two or more paragraphs in the Body and a Conclusion summing up the main 

points the candidate would have made in the essay) and were written in fluent English.  

It is disappointing to notice that a good number of candidates’ answers to the questions in this 

section were mere summaries of the two poems chosen, with no introduction and conclusion. 

Answers, especially those of candidates opting for Paper B were rife with spelling mistakes, 

grammar errors and native language interference. Another deficiency encountered this year was 

the presentation of essays which failed to ‘fit’ the title chosen.  

PAPER II A 

SECTION B - POETRY 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

1 Candidates who chose this rubric and made little or no specific reference to imagery 

fared very poorly. They tended to produce an overview of the poem with the occasional 

remark on visual and auditory images that were not developed convincingly. On the 

other hand, candidates with a thorough knowledge of the poems wrote excellent essays 

on imagery that were consistently backed up with reference to specific images as well as 

analyses of poetic devices.  

2 This rubric was by far the more popular choice. Most candidates wrote very good 

responses on the subject of traumatic experiences. The excellent answers were 

remarkable in their ability to refer very closely to the text and to comment on the 

effectiveness of poetic devices and figures of speech in conveying the said trauma. Poor 

candidates provided a sketchy overview of the poem with no reference to the traumatic 

experiences mentioned in the rubric. Some candidates opted to discuss the poem ‘The 

Soldier’ which was not an apposite choice.  

3 A good number of candidates chose this rubric and most of them tackled the task well. 

Candidates who discussed the awe and amazement of the personae of the respective 

poems with reference both to content and form did very well. Such candidates showed 

the ability to look beyond theme and subject matter when discussing the topic at hand. 

They commented on devices such as rhetorical questions, repetition, diction, caesurae 

and point of view to argue that the stylistic features of the poem also contribute to 

creating a sense of awe and amazement. Candidates who did not comment on form and 

style wrote sound essays that related awe and amazement to the main themes explored 

in the poems. Poor essays tended to merely comment on the reader’s awe and 

amazement rather than that of the personae or protagonists of the poems and struggled 

to engage with the central thematic concerns.   
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PAPER II  

SECTION C - PROSE 

GENERAL COMMENTS: PAPER A and PAPER B 

Most answers showed very good knowledge of the texts studied, with a good number of 

candidates writing focused answers and including a personal reaction rather than providing a 

narration of part of the novels as seemed to be the pattern in most essays in Paper B, but not 

exclusively. Candidates who obtained good grades showed evidence of their ability to structure 

their arguments and essays using paragraphs and proper punctuation: A good introduction can 

help candidates assert greater control over their work, while a concise conclusion can help into 

binding it all seamlessly. 

PAPER II A 

SECTION C - PROSE 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

1 This question was attempted by only a few candidates. Answers were valid.  

2 Very few candidates attempted this question. Answers were limited. 

3 Very few candidates attempted this question. A straightforward question which required 

candidates to link the character’s weakness to their death. Answers were valid.  

4 This was a popular question. The candidates who opted for this question offered a range 

of abilities.  The usual pitfall was the tempting inclination to let story telling take over 

the analytical standpoint.  The better essays concentrated thoroughly on highlighting the 

stark difference between the victimizers and the victims, and how at some point even 

the victim becomes the victimizer. On the other hand, the average essay discussed this 

very casually at the end of the essay.  All in all, the question was clear and essays were 

basically relevant. A small number of answers were very well written and scored high 

marks.  

5 This was not a very popular question and some candidates analysed two stories instead 

of three.  Most essays were predictable and recounted the stories, with very little 

personal response, and the girls’ roles and experience were not given enough weight. 

Very few candidates were inclined to support their answers with relevant quotes and as a 

result, the majority of essays were similar in content and structure.  

6 Most candidates showed a fair knowledge of the texts, and were able to devise a 

plausible answer. The fact that the question offered a choice of three further helped 

channel the answers in a relevant path. The reasoning behind the characters’ money-

making schemes was mostly explained in the usual story telling manner, with very few 

essays making a lasting impression.  

7 A very straightforward question in which the candidate was expected to indicate the 

major difference between Benjamin and Squealer, mainly the scepticism of one and the 

propaganda of the other. Many candidates knew the novel inside out and were able to 

quote with ease.  The quotes were in context and hardly out of tune. On another note, 

candidates need to refrain from giving too much background knowledge which has no 

relevance to the set question.   
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8 Most answers were well-contextualised and appropriate references inserted where 

necessary. The candidates were well-acquainted with these two characters and 

consequently the essays were weaved effortlessly. The fact that Boxer and Clover are 

exploited seemed to give candidates a further cause to rant at the political betrayal 

which takes place in the novel.   On a structural level, the use of a creative introduction 

and conclusion ultimately gave an impressive effect to some of the essays.  

9 An extremely popular question among candidates. There are multiple instances in the 

novel which reflect how education is made to serve bad government. The candidates 

reflected on how the pigs’ superiority was detrimental to the farm animals, which were 

utterly left in ignorance for complete manipulation. The better essays discussed in 

thorough detail how the lack of literacy helped the pigs rise to power, to the detriment of 

the other animals who succumbed to the inevitable crumbling of the farm.  

10 This was the least popular with candidates although the average essay was steadfast 

and to the point.  The characters which took centre stage were Bruno, his father and 

Shmuel. The candidates highlighted the fact that the truth is often obscured or hidden 

and things are not explained enough so that communication is weak.  The superior 

essays discussed how the characters communicate through fragments of the truth in at 

least three episodes in the novel and these were also backed up with appropriate quotes.  

11 This was a popular essay which was successfully tackled by the majority of candidates.  

A few candidates resorted to the usual narration of the plot with no attempt to include a 

personal analysis.  On the other hand, the exceptional answers discussed in detail the 

many facets of secrecy in the novel and how it was ultimately the reason behind Bruno’s 

untimely death. In general, the candidates showed very good knowledge of the novel 

and were able to quote from the text perfectly well. 

12 A few candidates managed to write an impressive essay dealing with the different 

attitudes to the slaughter of the Jews. They emphasised the attitudes to the Holocaust of 

more than two characters (namely Father, Kotler, Gretel and Mother) and offered a 

thorough analysis in a consistent and fluent manner. On the other hand, a number of 

essays dealt with the compulsory urge to narrate, and offered little analysis. A few 

embarked on the historical aspect of the novel and barely focused on the question itself.  

As a result, some essays were valid but insipid.  

13 A very straightforward essay which proved quite popular. Although the question about 

Tommo’s experience as a soldier was unambiguous and direct, a number of essays were 

unremarkable as they contained too much narrative and very little analysis. An increase 

in level definitely requires more personal response and mature linking of arguments and 

plot.  

14 The majority of candidates answering on Private Peaceful attempted this question. 

Generally speaking, the answers were valid and quite analytical. Candidates focused on 

Grandma Wolf and the Colonel as the hostile individuals, and prejudice as the worst 

attack of them all. Very few candidates offered detailed responses which deserved a high 

mark. The majority of essays were valid but unimpressive. 

15 This was the least popular question on this novel. The love triangle between Molly, 

Charlie and Tommo and the unfolding of events were not analysed very well by the 

candidates. Unfortunately, the majority of essays were merely a narrative rather than a 

proper analysis. Many salient points pertinent to this question were left out.  Only a few 

candidates excelled in this question.  

16 By far, this was the most popular question on Naidoo’s novel. This is hardly inevitable 

since the element of truth is one of the pillars discussed in the novel.  The majority of 
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essays scored well.  The highest achieving essays offered structured formats with the 

use of discourse markers which gave optimal quality to the content.  The average essay 

was valid and incorporated a few quotes which gave depth to the analysis.  Most essays 

manifested the suffering and persecution of Folarin (as truth-teller) and all the 

repercussions.  The candidates showed a good knowledge of the themes and plot.  

17 The question specifically asked the candidates to discuss different forms of struggle, and 

hence candidates were expected to focus on at least two kinds of struggle. The most 

popular ones were the hardships faced by refugees, bullying and political persecution. All 

in all, most essays fared fairly well with merit being duly given to better essay structure, 

fluent expression and focused analysis.  

18 The focus of this question was the importance of the novel being told through the 

children’s eyes. Very few essays managed to delve into the prominent points which 

contribute to this. The average essay discussed how Sade -and her brother- were the 

sacrificial lambs as they were blameless and vulnerable, and how the events unfolded.  

Essays were valid although a more detailed analysis was required.   

 

PAPER IIB 

SECTION A – DRAMA 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 
1 This was not a popular choice. Answers were generally good on Malvolio but less so on 

Sir Andrew. Candidates focused on the fact that both Malvolio and Sir Andrew Aguecheek 

are two gullible characters. Answers required stronger examples. 

2 Quite a few candidates answered this question and their answers were valid.  

3 Only a handful of students answered this question. Reference was made to the Duke’s 

love messages to Olivia and to Olivia sending Malvolio with a ring for Cesario. Maria’s 

letter to Malvolio was also selected. 

4 Only a few candidates opted for this question. Answers tended to be sketchy on the 

similarities and a couple only referred to the ring episode.  

5 Only a few candidates chose this question. Some answers showed no understanding 

beyond plot. Most candidates showed a clear understanding of the religious conflicts but 

ignored other conflicts like familial conflicts. 

6 This was the most popular choice of the three. Examples selected were appropriate, for 

example, the rules binding the suitors, Portia having to obey her father’s will, the 

Venetian law regarding attempted murder as well as that regarding justice. A number of 

candidates only focused on the laws which applied to punish Shylock. 

7 This was a popular question with candidates. It required a straightforward account of an 

important scene. Most of the answers showed a very good understanding of the Banquet 

scene and its impact on the main characters. Some candidates, however, did not give 

enough importance to what the Banquet scene triggers and hence some answers left 

much to be desired. They lacked detail, did not state in whose honour the banquet was 

being held, Lady Macbeth’s intervention and most either ignored the importance 

completely or gave a very superficial answer. However, there were also some good 

accounts that also showed an awareness of the importance of the scene. 

8 Quite a few candidates chose this question. However, only a few showed a very good 

understanding of loyalty and the qualities of good leadership. Their answers were 

analytical and had close reference to the text. Other answers were good on Macduff’s 

loyalty but weak on Malcolm’s leadership. A few did not focus on the question and were 

simply narrative. A number of candidates did not provide the necessary detail to sustain 

their points. 
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9 This was the most popular of the three. A number of candidates answered this correctly 

referring to clear examples of real and imaginary blood in the play. Most of the examples 

included the actual murder of King Duncan and the blood-stained dagger leading towards 

King Duncan’s chamber, respectively. Many answers were not focused and were just 

narrative. Some candidates do not seem to have a clear idea of imaginary blood. Some 

did refer to Lady Macbeth in the sleepwalking scene as an example but most limited their 

example to real blood; the blood on the daggers and on Macbeth’s hands after the 

murder of Duncan.  

10 This question was not a popular choice. Candidates who attempted this question showed 

good understanding of the elements of internal conflict as well as conflict with the 

norms, values and spoken or unspoken laws of the broader context. Most answers were 

focused and valid. 

11 A good number of candidates attempted this question. Most of the answers did mention 

and focus on the advice provided by Beatrice to Catherine to distance herself from Eddie. 

Candidates also mentioned how Eddie’s father figure actually went beyond that. Answers 

also showed the difference in Eddie’s power from the time when he was the head of the 

household to the time when Marco and Rodolfo arrived. A number of candidates wrote 

effectively about the situation in the Carbone household after the arrival of Marco and 

Rodolfo but, sadly, failed to indicate the status and respect Eddie enjoyed prior to their 

arrival. 

12 Most candidates answered this question correctly referring to very clear character 

descriptions of both Beatrice and Catherine. In this essay candidates also referred to the 

relationship between the two, especially when Beatrice tries to show Catherine how she 

should distance herself from Eddie. A number of candidates gave reasonably good 

answers regarding Beatrice but, in Catherine’s case they did not give sufficient 

importance to her relationship with Eddie prior to Rodolfo and how Rodolfo helped her to 

break the close bond she had with Eddie. 

13 Most candidates gave a very brief and skimpy analysis of characters. Some answers 

were focused but lacked a detailed analysis. A few provided a valid discussion of Helen’s 

maturity through her decisions to keep the baby and to break up with her boyfriend, 

Chris.  

14 Some of the answers lacked detail and did not show how threat or punishment was used 

to correct undesirable behaviour. Some other answers focused on Mr Gryce’s physical 

punishment (caning the boys) and Mr Sugden’s humiliating instances. 

15 This question expected candidates to discuss the before and after. Candidates who did 

remarkably well in this essay provided substantial detail, referring to the manner in 

which both Helen and Billy became different people by the end of both plays. Most 

candidates showed a sound understanding of both plays. However, most candidates did 

not discuss the change which took place; For example, Helen’s gradual progress from a 

carefree childhood to a mature adult was not traced, nothing was said about Billy’s 

background which resulted in his unruly behaviour and how Kes helped to bring out his 

positive side.    

PAPER IIB 

SECTION B - POETRY 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 This rubric was the choice of the majority of candidates. The essays produced ranged 

from excellent to very weak. Most candidates were able to comment on subject matter 

and provide some reference to the text. A disappointing percentage of students showed 

very little knowledge of text and an inability to discuss thematic concerns in relation to 

the childhood experiences.  
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2 Few candidates opted for this rubric and fewer still fared well. Candidates were expected 

to comment on the atmosphere created in the two poems but they showed little ability to 

do so. Those who wrote very good essays showed the ability to comment on the 

thematic concerns of depression, suicidal thoughts, death and trench warfare in relation 

to the atmosphere of sadness and horror.   

 

3 This rubric was also a popular choice among candidates many of whom chose to discuss 

‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ and ‘The Lesson’. Some others also discussed the loss of sanity 

and/or happiness in ‘Not Waving but Drowning’. Candidates who showed a very good 

knowledge of text and substantiated their response with relevant quotations from the 

poems fared very well. Candidates with scant knowledge of text produced poor essays 

that failed to comment on how the person’s loss is brought out effectively in the poems. 

PAPER IIB 

SECTION C – PROSE 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

1 Only a handful of candidates answered this question and their answers were mostly 

irrelevant or superficial. 

2 Only a couple of candidates attempted this question. Candidates failed to focus on 

Frankenstein’s relationship with Elizabeth. A number wasted time writing at length about 

his relationship with the monster.   

3 This was not a popular choice and the content discussed was irrelevant.  

4 This was a popular question in which the candidates had to choose two characters who 

display a touch of madness. The Landlady, Albert the beekeeper in Royal Jelly and the 

Umbrella man were the obvious choices. Candidates knew the stories well although the 

usual tendency was to lapse into paraphrasing and narration.  

5 Candidates were given ample space for discussion and the better essays offered a 

structured essay which gradually argued how Mrs Bixby was outwitted by her husband. 

The majority of essays were valid but basic. 

6 This was understandably a very popular because candidates had many options to choose 

from. The answers were mostly a paraphrase of one of Dahl’s stories with very little 

effort at explaining the effect it has on the reader, or why it was chosen.  Unfortunately, 

the average essay on any one story was repetitive and unexciting.  A few essays were 

above the general standard in language use and discussion material and hence qualified 

for top marks.   

7 This question about lies and propaganda was a fair opportunity given to candidates and 

most essays were focused and on target. A number of them mentioned the use of 

language as the tool used by the pigs to deceive the other animals. Squealer and 

Napoleon were the most infamous characters up for discussion, and apart from various 

language shortcomings, the general effort was quite praiseworthy.  

8 This was a popular question because it essentially encouraged candidates to give a 

detailed account of the birth and death of the utopian dream.  The common risk was the 

constant narrative and exaggerated detail which left no allowance for critical analysis.  In 

general, though, most essays were focused and acceptable, and some even submitted a 

longer response. 
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9 Only a few candidates opted for this question.  Answers showed a good understanding of 

the part played by the three objects, and wrote a fair essay. Some candidates discussed 

the three of them in less detail. Most essays offered factual information but little 

personal contribution. 

10 This was a popular question because it was a straightforward character question. In 

general, answers showed knowledge of characters and their role in the novel.  

11 A good number of candidates opted for this question. The stark differences between the 

boys’ worlds provided an interesting platform for discussion and the average candidate 

was able to remain focused. The better essays moved away from the obvious narrative 

and crisply managed to infuse their writing with relevant personal analysis.  

12 This was not a very popular question. The majority of answers were valid in content.  

Some essays were flimsy and contained very little discussion. The essay was about 

choices the characters make, and some candidates erroneously focused more on the 

characters rather than on their choices. 

13 This was a popular question. In most cases, the writing was limited and very basic.  

Some essays provided a valid description of Grandma Wolf but lacked essential detail. 

14 The theme of brotherhood was presented in an effective manner especially in the way 

Tommo looks up to his older brother, and the turn of events as the story unfolds. The 

essays were generally focused, although only a few provided a personal response. 

15 This question was particular and unique as it involved an analysis of objects rather than 

characters. In fact, very few candidates chose this question. The essays were very bland 

and lacked any attempt at analysis. 

 16 This was a popular question. The candidates did not overlook the set question and did 

write about three things that young people learn from the novel.  Most answers were 

similar in structure and factual content. Very few candidates were able to link the chosen 

principles to particular events in the story.  

17 The theme of escape was only analysed on a very superficial level, with very few 

candidates delving into the many levels this theme has to offer. Candidates mostly 

referred to the physical and not the psychological escape, although the average essay 

showed knowledge of relevant information. 

18 Another popular question to which most candidates answered quite candidly. In most 

essays, the candidates wrote about different instances where lies were told to save the 

day. The average essay was not particularly impressive although some essays moved 

forward with sustained reasoning throughout. 
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