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AM ITALIAN 
MAY 2008 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 

1.0 Statistical Information  
 
 Table 1:  Grade Distribution of May 2007, May and September 2008  
 May 2007 % May 2008 % Sept 2008 % 
Candidates 298 100 245 100 42 100 
Grades A-E 227   76.2 178   72.7 36  85.7 
Grades A-C 155   52.0 119   48.6 16  38.1 
Failed   56   18.8   58   23.7   6  14.3 
Grade A   23   07.7   18   07.3   0   00 
Grade B   38   12.8   31   12.7   0   00 
Grade C   94   31.5   70   28.6  16    38.1 
Grade D   25   08.4   34   13.9    8   19.0 
Grade E   47   15.8   25   10.2  12   28.6 
absent   15   05.0     9   03.7   0   00 
 

2.0  Commnents on Candidates Performance 
 The most serious figure in the above table is the loss of  52 candidates when compared 
to the previous year. Junior College and Sixth Form teachers, being in direct contact with the 
students should try to find out the reason for this decline. Performance too is on the downward 
trend, although the grades ranges were lowered slightly. This only resulted in more grade Ds 
(percentage-wise) than grade Es. The number of Failures is also too high when one considers 
that these students have been studying Italian as one of two main subjects for two whole years. 
The syllabus is not one of the toughest and one can therefore conclude that students are not 
aware of the importance of  their command of the language. All the examiners agree that the 
quality of the majority of the answers fell below their expectations and that the main flaw seems to 
be lack of self-discipline, or downright carelessness in the candidates’ approach to the rules of 
spelling and grammar. Teachers must make the students aware of the fact that elementary errors 
are not admissible at what purports to be an Advanced level. There is a threshold below which it 
is impossible to descend, if we are to safeguard the credibility of the certificate. The examiners 
recommend an approach of “first things first” during tutorials, by which teachers should guide their 
pupils towards a progressive elimination of fundamental errors before aiming at improvements in 
style and content. 
 

2.1  Listening Précis, Written Précis and Written C omprehension  
 
 Summarizing a passage which has been heard is not an easy exercise. Apparently, the 
candidates’ preoccupation with missing some part of the information makes them jot down whole 
phrases and sentences as heard, and many of them do not attempt to produce a logical 
sequence. They must avoid giving disjointed bits of information and should try to produce an 
organic paragraph about what they have just heard. This recommendation is also valid for the 
written précis, although here the difficulties are less, since the text is always before them, and 
they have more time to choose ideas and substitute words and phrases. This should be 
considered as a minor essay with all the information provided, and the same care has to be given 
to composition as in the essay. As regards the Written Comprehension, first of all the notion that 
has unfortunately spread among students about spelling and grammar not being important 
because what is being tested is comprehension, and that anyway the marks are so fragmented 
that examiners cannot deduct marks for bad spelling or grammar, must be eradicated. This is a 
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written exam and a candidate aspiring for an “Advanced” Level certificate must be able to write 
correctly all the time. One either knows the rules or doesn’t, whether marks are deducted or not. 
 
 As to the content of these three exercises, everything depends on exposure: students 
must read magazines and newspapers, whether online or on paper, and they must read about a 
variety of topics, regularly. In this way they would be living the language. 
 

2.2  The Essay   
  
 It is symptomatic of the candidates’ attitude that, out of the five essay titles, the book 
review (qtn 5) was the least popular, chosen by only 7% of the candidates. Besides, most of 
these did not know that in a review it is best to use verbs in the present tense. The choice of the 
other titles on Vandalismo and Discussione calma, Rifiuti a Napoli and above all Airport security, 
show that the students prefer current topics, possibly because they are more predictable, but it 
also shows that passages used by the teachers for précis and comprehension do help in essay-
writing too. They obviously provide ideas and concrete examples, but then candidates must show 
that they can organize these ideas and express them in a mature manner. This cannot take place 
unless the ideas are matched by correctness in spelling, grammar, syntax and overall 
organization and presentation. This starts with punctuation. 
 
 The examiners feel that not enough essays are being written by the students throughout 
the two years. Teachers are advised to check the number of essays they are setting and decide 
whether they should be increased, if need be at the expense of some other exercise which is not 
so demanding. They must also insist that students revise their own work, to develop self-criticism, 
and this must be done not only during exams (when evidently most of the candidates either do 
not bother or forget to dedicate the last ten minutes to this  extremely important habit), but 
throughout the year. Abuse of proverbs and expressions, often out of context, are to be 
discouraged. Of course, the word-limit must be observed as deficiency and excess are both 
penalized. The former shows lack of competence, and the latter only adds the risks of errors. 
 
 

2.3  Culture and Literature  
 
 Answers for the Culture section were extremely poor. Although almost everyone knew 
about pizza, Pompei, rubbish collection, Gigi D’Alessio, Nino D’Angelo and Totò, half of the 
candidates did not spell Campania correctly and did not know the difference between Mafia and 
Camorra. Historical and political aspects were largely unknown or confused. On racism, a 
surprisingly high number of respondents expressed xenophobic views or missed the point, 
speaking instead of la questione meridionale and immigrazione interna. Many students simply 
repeated nauseating stereotypes about Italy and the Italians, thus showing their total lack of 
preparation. In the Antologia section answers to the questions were generally correct, a fact that 
proves that students are more at ease in this kind of preparation. However, as in the other parts 
of the exam they lost a lot of marks due to the poor quality of the language. 
  
 On the contrary, answers to the questions about the novels set in Section C showed that 
the candidates’ preparation was more satisfactory. This may be due to the fact that the novels 
were read and explained in class, or to the fact that the novels of Camilleri and Sciascia are also 
available on DVD. Naturally, however, the same views expressed above about the quality of the 
linguistic competence are still valid here, and one must say that many candidates lost marks due 
to the many language errors rather than for lack of knowledge about the content. 
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Table 2 shows the candidates’ performance in the various parts of the exam. 
 
 
Paper type average maximum 
I Oral 10.88 15 
 Listg Précis   8.38 15 
II Essay 18.39 40 
 Lang Exs 10.19 20 
III Wr Précis 12.83 25 
 Wr Compn 12.42 25 
IV Cultura   8.27 20 
 Antologia   7.83 20 
 Romanzo 10.71 20 
TOTAL  99.9 200 
 
 
The conclusion, therefore, is that much more attention has to be given by students and teachers 
to the linguistic aspect of the exam. 
 
 
 
Chairman,  
Board of Examiners      
 
September 2008 


