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1. Summary of Results 

 
Table 1 below summarises the general performance in the examination: 
 
Table 1:Distribution of candidates’ grades for the SEC Environmental Studies Exam - May 2010 
 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 
No. of 

candidates:- 
          

Option A 62   180 279 268 203   299 4 1295 
Option B - - - 88 264 224 205 245 66 1092 

 
 
2. General Remarks 
 
The number of candidates sitting for the Environmental Studies Examination was 2387. Of these 1295 
chose to tackle Paper IIA while 1092 chose Paper IIB. Most candidates taking the Paper IIA option were 
well prepared and only 301 or 23.2% were unsuccessful. However, many candidates attempting Paper 
IIB were rather weak and were not really prepared for the examination. Indeed only 350 or 32.1% 
managed to get a pass at Grade 4 or 5. Overall 1340 or 56.1% of all candidates managed to get a pass at 
Grade 5 or over. 1770 candidates or 74.2% of all candidates were awarded Grade 7 or over. There were 
70 prospective candidates or 2.9% who did not sit for the examination. 
 
Many of the candidates’ answers indicated that they need to move away from an amateurish way of 
approaching the subject and start to think more ecologically and express themselves in better 
environmentally friendly discourse. Candidates often found it difficult to use relevant scientific jargon. 
They need to be better prepared when it comes to several terms and concepts which form the basis of 
this subject. Concepts such as ‘heritage sites’, ‘climate change’, ‘natural greenhouse effect’, 
‘environmental degradation’ and sustainable development are gradually being assimilated by Maltese 
students. However, some basic concepts such as ‘eco-tourism’, ‘social environment’, ‘human resource 
management’, ‘civil and political rights’, ‘constitution’ and ‘parliamentary system’ need to be better 
assimilated by candidates. The linguistic written expression of these concepts leaves much to be desired. 
 
A good number of candidates answered the short-answer questions in Paper 1 through one-word 
answers. This is creating difficulties for markers when awarding marks to such minimal answers which 
cannot strictly speaking be interpreted as wrong, but neither as meriting the full marks in the same way 
as complete answers do. In Paper 2 (both IIA and II B) some candidates only answered three questions 
from the whole paper or one question from each section. This shows that they lacked prior guidance 
from teachers or did not read the instructions carefully. 
 
Candidates tended to reproduce notes given by teachers, without trying to apply them to particular 
situations and issues. This is at times done irrespective of what they were asked for in the question. Such 
answers tended to be partly out of point and were awarded lower marks. Others just beat about the bush 
and there was no real depth in their essays. Most candidates gave the impression that they lack 
background reading. 
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While not denying an acceptable level of ability in describing facts and processes, one cannot register 
the same level of satisfaction when students were asked to give own suggestions and take a personal 
stand on environmental issues. Reflective and investigative skills were rather lacking. Candidates tended 
to score poorly in such questions meant to give them an opportunity to demonstrate their interpretive and 
analytic skills. This indicates that teaching may be limited to imparting content and knowledge and calls 
for better training in students’ analytic skills and competences at school level.  
 
Most candidates chose to answer in Maltese. A number of candidates tended to switch from English to 
Maltese or vice-versa when answering questions. Their written linguistic abilities left much to be desired 
and their ability to express themselves fluently was limited. They just don’t bother about correct spelling 
and sentence construction. Some candidates still need to practise how to write clearly and legibly. 
Indeed, some examination papers were very difficult to mark due to the bad handwriting of candidates. 
 
Quite a good number of candidates failed to hand in their project thus losing 15% of the total marks.  
 
3.0 Paper 1 
 
Question 1 
Many candidates referred to global warming as the climatic factor that affects Mediterranean organisms. 
Other answers included rain, sun light, warmth or colt temperatures, which alone are not specific enough 
to warrant marks for this question. Some candidates gave totally incorrect answers when they referred to 
earthquakes or other tectonic factors as climatic effects. 
 
Question 2 
Many correct answers were provided but some tended to be superficial with many simply putting down 
one word or short phrases.  Most of the answers concentrated on the loss of natural habitat due to 
buildings and few linked high densities as causing a lot of pollution and serious negative impacts on 
biodiversity. Some candidates stated that the larger size of Australia means that Australians have a better 
quality of life. Others gave examples using made-up figures on how population density affects the 
environment, such as “if there are 100 tress in a km2 in Australia only 5 are cut down due to human uses 
while in Malta are cut 30 due to more density”. Candidates tended to use sweeping statements and 
examples given were fictitious rather than real.  
 
Question 3 
Many candidates indicated the right causes and effects. However, some made mistaken references to 
greenhouses gases and global warming. Some correct answers provided excellent details about the 
chemical composition of the ozone layer and the chemical reaction which certain light gases are causing 
referring to the out-dated technology which is causing this havoc. 
 
Question 4 
Many candidates evidently knew exactly how to describe this practice. Several others, however, thought 
organic farming to be the mechanics of intensive farming or just farming in general. Some candidates 
were partially correct and suggested that in organic farming no fertilisers are utilised when they wanted 
to say, most probably, that no chemical fertilisers are used. A number of candidates were completely 
unfamiliar with the term, confusing it with alternative energy production or simply described it as 
‘farming’. 
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Question 5 
Several candidates simply ignored the exception requested by the examiners and gave detailed 
descriptions of how plants produce food through photosynthesis. The correct answer actually had to 
refer to the intake of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and the emission of oxygen, a parallel activity 
with that of food production by plants. Some candidates stated that plants are important because of their 
link in the food chain, which was out of point. 
 
Question 6 
Though many correct answers were provided, some of the answers were incorrect. Some did not know 
the name of this aqueduct and provided various colourful names; others were mistaken even about the 
aim of the project with some even claiming that the water was carried from Rabat to Imdina, or that it 
was used for drainage or renewable energy purposes.  Others were vague and affirmed that the water 
was meant to be carried all over Malta. Some candidates misunderstood the last part of the question 
about the principle behind the aqueduct’s operations. Though they had to mention ‘gravity’, many 
candidates took ‘principle’ as a social factor linked with the scarcity of water in the Valletta area and the 
dire need to provide this vital element to the inhabitants of the City. 
 
Question 7 
Many excellent answers were provided. However, some candidates were too brief with, again, one-word 
answers or very short phrases. Many candidates evidently think that the domestic waste separation 
programme is in itself a recycling process, when actually it is the very first step within a very 
complicated process. Most candidates correctly chose to focus on solid waste management or comment 
on treatment methods in the recycling of sewage. 
 
Question 8 
Many candidates did very well in this question but some were very superficial and vague, with no actual 
explanation of the statement. However, some candidates went into great detail as for example, about the 
British era and the events which occurred in Malta during the Crimean War. Some candidates however 
provided very disappointing answers, some stating that Malta was colonized by the Turks after the Great 
Siege or by Germany during the war. 
 
Question 9 
This question should have provided candidates with some easy marks, yet many found difficulty in 
answering it. Some candidates, instead of referring to the one less suitable example to be applied to 
Malta, mentioned two, which automatically made their answer incorrect. Some provided the wrong 
answer by insisting even on ‘wind’ as the least feasible and some others on ‘waves’ as the least adapted 
to produce alternative energy. Many thought that wave energy is somehow associated with tsunamis. 
 
Question 10 
Answers to this question were very varied but the great majority of candidates based their description on 
fish-farming with some linking this with the aquaculture centre at Fort San Lucian. Others just 
mentioned the imposition of quotas. Many candidates provided the example but failed to give a good 
description of that example. 
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Question 11 
Many candidates responded correctly and indicated infrastructural and structural deficiencies mostly in 
industry, education and communication, which act as a push factor for greater population growth in 
Gozo. But a large number of other candidates failed to see this and indicated invalid reasons for the low 
density of population in Gozo as for example, the lack of building permits and the presence of the 
natural environment in itself. 
 
Question 12 
Most of the candidates answered correctly and knew exactly the original purpose of the place, its 
incompletion and later use of the space as a slum area up to the 1950s. There were, however, some 
candidates who confused this project with the Collacchio which the Order of St John intended to 
recreate in Valletta. Many candidates again provided one-word answers and in many instances, words 
which were not so accurate e.g. just mentioning ships when referring to the use of the planned sheltered 
inlet for the Orders’ galleons. Some candidates stated that it was to be used for drainage or garbage. 
Others confused its original intended purpose with its actual use during the Knight’s Period. 
 
Question 13 
The majority of candidates provided correct answers but a number saw the tradition of the door-to door 
selling of fresh milk directly from the goats as the main reason for the decline. Some entered into great 
detail and did not consider the marks actually allotted to this question.  Others were just superficial in 
their answers.  
 
Question 14 
Few candidates gave the full correct answer. Many candidates knew only that the 1924 law was very 
limited and that pupils had to attend for a number of days per year, while that of 1946 was very 
categorical with all parents where they were obliged to send their children to school regularly up to the 
age of 14. Some thought that the main difference was the age limit of children, compelling parents to 
send their children to school in that age band. Only few candidates answered correctly that the 1924 law 
did not force parents to register their children but that, if they opted to do so, they would be obliged to 
send their children to school for at least 75% of the scholastic days. 
 
Question 15 
Many candidates vaguely indicated the plague as being the epidemic in question and that rats were the 
culprits which spread the disease. Actually it was cholera not bubonic plague. And it was not spread by 
rats but was due to the fact that the supply of fresh water was contaminated by sewage, besides the 
transmission of the disease from humans to other humans. 
  
Question 16 
Many candidates explained how the girna is structured and its social and economic functions – mainly 
that it was used to store tools or for sheltering animals. But few could explain what the ghorfa is or that 
it served as a human dwelling – many described it as a hunter’s room. Moreover, candidates are not 
really aware of the fact that the building of these units required particular skills. 
 
Question 17 
Nearly all candidates got this question correct, but occasionally one-word or one-phrase-only answers 
were given, which did not help matters for the awarding of marks when compared with the more 
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correctly explained answers. Some candidates failed to be specific referring to drug abusers and cancer-
affected children simply as people who need help. 
 
Question 18  

a. The vast majority of candidates equated ‘inclusion in education’’ with compulsory education. 
Hardly any reference was made to trends towards the integration of students with difficulties of a 
different nature from that of learning (e.g. physical or mental, emotional, behavioural, social) or 
to children from different ethnic origins. 

b. Candidates answered adequately by explaining change in modern buildings in terms of space, 
luxury and comfort. 

c. Many candidates understood modern changes in family ties in terms of the rising rates of marital 
separations, divorce and single motherhood. Some even referred to the shift from the extended to 
nuclear and from the asymmetrical to symmetrical family structure. 

 
Question 19 
Though there were some good answers indicating that candidates are well aware of the role of Heritage 
Malta as the national agency for museums, conservation and restoration of historical sites and the 
guardian of Malta’s cultural heritage, there were many candidates who mixed it up with the Malta 
Tourism Authority or the ‘Malta Stone Heritage’. Moreover, there were quite a few who could not 
distinguish between the natural environment and the historical and cultural heritage. Some candidates 
described Heritage Malta as an environmental group and had no idea of the educational and cultural 
programmes it provides. 
 
Question 20 
The great majority of candidates supplied six or four right answers in the matrix provided. It was noted, 
however, that there were candidates who mixed up Ħal Millieri with Skorba and Fort Tigné with the 
Victoria Lines. 
 
Question 21 
Most candidates described an environmental group as an association, or a pressure group, seeking to 
protect the environment from land speculators. They could name two environmental groups that are 
active in Malta, however, few of them could give a sufficiently good description of their role. Most 
candidates were generic or vague. Some even included MEPA as an environmental group. 
 
Question 22  
Some candidates were unable to explain what the tension between the building industry and the natural 
environment consists of. They simply described it as a tussle between the building industry and 
environmentalists. At most, they described what the building industry is doing and how the natural 
environment is suffering as a result. However, some candidates referred to the issue of sustainable 
development. 
 
Question 23  
This question was generally well answered by most candidates. There were some, however, who failed 
to explain how gas emissions are causing the ‘natural greenhouse effect’ and simply described the 
functions of a greenhouse or referred to some of the effects of global warming. There were some 
however, who did quite well and managed to use the correct terminology.  
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Question 24 
Many candidates described ‘Green Tourism’ as eco-tourism or as a campaign to encourage tourists to 
visit natural and agricultural sites. Strategies mentioned for the development of ‘Green Tourism’ were of 
a very general nature such as avoiding littering about, making use of bring-in sites, reducing, reusing 
and recycling.  They strictly did not know how ‘Green Tourism’ can be developed to enhance the 
tourism industry. However, some of the candidates referred to the use of alternative energy, the use of 
public transport and advertising as a means to promote it. 
 
Question 25  
Candidates give the impression that they do not even know who the social partners are. The great 
majority mentioned the employees or workers represented by trade unions and the employers or factory 
owners in the private sector but failed to include the government. Suggestions of how the work 
environment can be improved focused on increase in wages, better occupational health and safety 
measures and the right to strike. Strategies strictly linked to the role of social partners in the work 
environment, like resort to more collective agreements, participating in meetings of the MCESD, and 
negotiations of the Cost of Living Increase (COLA) were completely absent. 
 
Question 26  
Most candidates interpreted civic life as socialisation, ensuring one’s rights and duties and living in the 
community without any reference to involvement or active citizenship. As examples of citizens’ 
participation in civic life, many candidates mentioned voting in local or general elections and 
participation in community activities. A number of candidates tied up the answer with that for the next 
question and referred to voluntary organisations and local councils. 
 
Question 27  
Most candidates could give a good definition of voluntary organisations but only a few produced a clear 
definition of Local Councils. The great majority of candidates failed to realise that these are legally 
instituted local bodies elected by popular vote in democratic elections. They described them as 
organisations seeking to ensure improvements in their locality and to listen to and forward complaints 
by local residents or seek to improve the quality of life in their locality. When indicating the role of 
these two entities, candidates tended to repeat the definitions they had produced in the first of their 
answers. 
 
Question 28  
Only a few candidates correctly explained the constitutional development in Malta as a result of the 
1947 Constitution. They referred to the introduction of universal suffrage and more specifically the 
granting of the right to vote to women. Many candidates mixed up the 1947 Constitution with the 1921 
or the 1964 Constitutions and tied up its constitutional importance with Independence. Some candidates 
produced totally irrelevant answers. 
 
Question 29  
Answers given were often very brief, hazy and inaccurate. Candidates often failed to explain that the 
parliamentary, judiciary and executive systems are the three pillars of democracy. Though a good 
number of candidates know that parliament enacts laws and that the judiciary applies the law to regulate 
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civil relations and issue sanctions against criminals, many were unable to explain the relation between 
the law and the executive system. 
 
Question 30  
Candidates scored very poorly in this question. They were generally unable to provide examples to 
substantiate the statement that active participation in associations and groups is a model of democratic 
living in society. Many candidates tended to give examples hinting at exchange of views or the right to 
free expression and opinion. Some candidates sought to answer the question by listing names of 
organisations or constituted bodies and the right of membership thereof. Almost no one was able to 
explain how participation in social groups and associations can model a democratic living and serve as a 
training ground for active democratic citizenship. Almost no one was able to explain how participation 
in social groups and associations can model a democratic living and serve as a training ground for active 
democratic citizenship. 
 
4.0   Paper IIA 
 
Question 1 
This question was a common choice with candidates. The great majority pointed out that soil is a thin 
layer of material on the earth's surface in which plants have their roots and that it is made up of various 
components such as weathered rock, decayed plants and animal matter. Most candidates maintained that 
the formation of soil happens over a very long period of time and provided a good description of the 
mechanisms that lead to this formation. The most common factors leading to soil erosion mentioned 
were deforestation and ploughing. Some candidates mentioned trampling, water-logging and salinisation 
and described these factors adequately. The most common methods mentioned to conserve soil were 
terracing and rubble walls.  Few candidates mentioned other methods such as  cover crops or the use of a 
no-till method of farming.  
 
Question 2 
Few candidates attempted this question. Answers were generally valid but a good percentage of 
candidates associated sustainable development solely with economic development (or urbanisation and 
the construction industry). Candidates were generally able to explain correctly that sustainable 
development is a pattern of resource use that aims to meet human needs while preserving the 
environment so that these needs can be met not only in the present, but also for future generations.  Only 
a few students were however successful in mentioning the three pillars of sustainable development 
(economic, environmental, social) and even less students were able to connect these concepts together.  
Some however, managed to conceptualise the whole notion and were also successful in applying the 
principles to the Maltese situation with our small land area and its high population density.  
 
Question 3 
This question was a common choice with candidates. Achievement by the candidates in this question 
was average. Most candidates explained the emergence of new settlement patterns mainly urban and 
rural areas and the changes that happened during the last two centuries namely the rapid increase in the 
population of Malta despite various diseases and the decrease in population in the harbour-side area. 
Candidates also discussed demographic aspects such as birth rates, death rates and life expectancy and 
the effects that this had on Malta. Only a few candidates however, provided sufficient information about 
the post-war period. However, a substantial number of candidates erroneously just dealt with emigration 
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and discussed push and pull factors for Malta.  Others discussed the differences between old and modern 
buildings or Malta’s economic policy. In such cases the answer was out of point.   
 
Question 4 

a. In this question candidates tended to focus mainly on baroque architecture in Valletta and their 
evaluation centered on the features of baroque architecture in St. John’s Co-Cathedral and the 
auberges. A substantial amount of candidates also included historical facts related to the building 
of the new capital city and to professionals in the fields such as Francesco Bonamici, Gilormu 
Cassar and Mattia Preti. However, few candidates referred to other places where baroque 
architecture can be found such as other places in Valletta, Mdina, the Citadel and Vittoriosa.  

b. Attainment in this part of the question was generally normal. Most candidates were able to 
describe the difference between the simple aspects of medieval architecture and the elaborate 
aspects of baroque architecture. Although candidates provided a good discussion on the 
differences that exist between these two forms of architecture, they failed to elaborate further by 
providing examples of medieval architecture in Malta or by highlighting the effects of these 
architectural designs such as the chiaroscuro in Baroque architecture. Erroneously, some 
candidates also confused medieval architecture with neo-gothic and neo-classical architecture.  
 

Question 5 
In answering this question, most candidates limited themselves to explaining tourism in terms of being 
an important contributor to the economy and to the negative effects on the environment caused by the 
pressure on the energy sector and sewage systems as a result of the increase in population during the 
summer season. Many candidates also mentioned the negative effect on the environment of the littering 
of beaches by tourists. On the positive side, however, many mentioned eco tourism and that money 
accruing from tourism is used for the restoration of heritage sites. 
 
Question 6 
Most candidates interpreted this question in terms of the law ensuring a civilized society as against a 
state of chaos. Candidates who wrote about custom, gave a narrow interpretation of the word limiting it 
to just tradition and traditional events such as l-Imnarja, family visiting around Christmas and the 8th 
September regatta. Some candidates wrote about the socialization process as guiding one’s behaviour 
thus making it easier to obey laws which were not considered as limiting one’s personal freedom. 
 
5.0 Paper IIB 
 
Question 1 
This question was a common choice among candidates. In part a of the question, many correctly stated 
that soil is a thin layer of material on the Earth's surface in which plants have their roots and is made up 
of many things, such as weathered rock and decayed plant and animal matter. In part b of the question, 
candidates described decaying organic matter as a factor that leads to soil erosion. However, few of 
them explained the effects of weathering. In part c the most common factors mentioned were 
deforestation and ‘up and down ploughing’. Few candidates mentioned trampling, water-logging or 
salinisation. The most common answer for part d of the question was the use of rubble walls and 
terracing. Nearly no other methods were mentioned except for crop rotation. Some answers for this part 
were just a simple list and few candidates managed to correctly explain the mechanisms by which local 
agricultural activities reduce soil erosion.   
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Question 2 
Few candidates attempted this question. In part a of the question some candidates confused sustainable 
development with economic development. Few candidates managed to give a correct definition of 
sustainable development. Again in part b few candidates managed to correctly list the three pillars of 
sustainable development. Most answers focused on the economic pillar and explanations were generally 
poor. In part c of the question candidates tended to simply list some activities. Many mentioned that 
individuals should use less electricity. Some mentioned the use of reusable bags and recycling and 
participation in society through discussions. Very few candidates mentioned other activities like 
producing less waste, being responsible consumers, taking showers instead of baths, checking energy 
rating of electronics, buying local products and producing compost. 
 
Question 3 

a. Although most of the answers were correct, some candidates offered an incomplete answer for 
this question. They explained that the Grand Harbour was the location where most commercial 
and economical activities took place and where most of the jobs were located but omitted the fact 
that these areas were densely populated also because they offered safety and security since they 
were fortified areas.   

b. Though most candidates provided a good answer, some incorrect answers reflected the 
candidates’ inadequate general knowledge about the geographical location of localities in the 
Maltese Islands.   

c. Candidates mentioned that these areas were located far away from the commercial centre where 
most jobs were located. However, very few candidates emphasized that these areas lacked a 
proper defense system and that transport means were very limited in those days for people to 
travel from these parts to the commercial district.   

d. Most candidates correctly answered that people are opting to live in quieter and less dense areas. 
Some also explained that it is no longer essential to live close to the place of work.  

e. In this straightforward question most candidates gave two correct countryside villages.   
 
Question 4 
Answers to the first part of the question were very shallow and lacked a lot of detail. Most candidates 
gave limited answers briefly explaining the elaborate style of this architecture. Some candidates briefly 
referred to Valletta as an example where baroque architecture can be found.  Many candidates omitted 
fundamental detail such as historical facts and artists involved in the development of this type of 
architecture. In part b most candidates managed to provide fairly good examples of churches, 
fortifications and palaces built in a baroque architecture and explain their respective location in part c.  
Nevertheless, some candidates confused churches built in baroque architecture with those built in neo-
gothic or neo-classical architecture. The latter was mostly the case of the Mosta Parish Church dedicated 
to St. Mary (Rotunda). Other candidates confused fortifications built by the Knights of St. John in a 
baroque style with those built by the British.  
 
Question 5 
Many candidates tried to explain the religious environment as relating to all the feast activities which are 
of a religious nature without referring to human interaction and participation. The vast majority of 
candidates grasped the notion of the social environment. Candidates answered the second part of the 
question through craft knowledge. They referred to insulting remarks in band marches, drunkenness, the 
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sale of alcohol products to minors, fights and pique. Some remarked on improper dressing during these 
marches.  In part c of the question many candidates suggested a ban on alcohol, proper dressing etc. 
However, there were some candidates who gave very good answers even suggesting better police 
surveillance and law enforcement during external feast activities. 
 
Question 6 
Some candidates interpreted the 1921 constitutional development as being the beginning of compulsory 
education in Malta. Others interpreted the 1947 development as being the achievement of independence. 
The relation between the Constitution and the laws of a democratic country was not well explained, and 
in many cases not explained at all. Most candidates felt that the 1947 constitutional development helped 
women to gain their rights. They failed to mention female emancipation. Very few interpreted both 
developments in terms of being milestones towards the road to independence and the birth of the 
republic. 
 
6.0  The school-based assessment  (The Project) 

 
The moderators reviewed a cross section of the projects presented by some schools. Some students, 
chosen at random from the schools where moderation of project was not held, were called for an 
interview by the examining board. Some private candidates were also called for an interview. Generally 
the level of work presented was good. The coursework was corrected using the criteria of relevance of 
content in relation to the chosen title, presentation and formatting using appropriate skills, analysis of 
content and data according to logical sequence, adequate introduction or synopsis, conclusions reached, 
list of reference works or bibliography and the inclusion of a variety of sources to complement the 
written text such as illustrations, diagrams, statistical data, interviews, surveys and maps.  
There were some very good projects which were well researched and included photographs taken on 
site, surveys and interviews. These displayed a good selection of relevant content and a logical analysis 
of data. Some interesting and original titles proved that some candidates made a genuine effort to 
produce original work. However, there were a large number of projects which just included plagiarized 
material from the Internet, sometimes without referencing them, and illustrations taken from secondary 
sources. Some candidates included photocopies of whole articles. This is not conducive to winning 
marks since the originality of the project suffers. Copying whole chunks from a secondary source must 
be avoided. Plagiarism is heavily penalized. An attempt should be made to base projects more on 
primary sources e.g. questionnaires, fieldwork, investigative material, photographs, etc. Relevance of 
content was, in most cases, consistent with the title, although some projects manifested a noticeable 
discrepancy between the title name and the actual content.  
 
Many of the projects moderated focused mostly on one theme, namely the development of a town or 
village. It was clear that candidates opted to research about their residential town or village, an aspect of 
local history with which they are most acquainted and informed. Furthermore it was easier for them to 
acquire information and conduct on-site research. Some however opted for another topic, namely human 
intervention in a valley and provided studies, amongst others, about Wied Garnaw, Wied tal-Isperanza 
and Wied Blandun. Other topics selected included restoration works such as those of Manoel Island 
    
Projects showed an acceptable level of skills in ICT. Generally they had a good level of presentation and 
layout with an appropriate title, table of contents, subdivisions in chapters, consistency in format, 
pagination, a use of a variety of sources, a bibliography or an acknowledgement of sources at the end. 
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However, some projects were done rather haphazardly e.g. lacking table of contents, captions to pictures 
etc. An effort should be made to provide a good bibliography and references. 
  
Many projects however, lacked a proper synopsis at the beginning and conclusions reached at the end 
were in most cases very short and superficial with no real attempt to make suggestions and provide 
personal opinions and analysis. Candidates did not express their own ideas, suggestions and feelings 
about the issue investigated and personal conclusions were lacking. Their work seemed to be more of a 
collection of information with little or no attempt at analysis.  


