
Passage A Marking Scheme 
 
1a.  Underline the most appropriate answer.                                                   (1 mark) 
      
This passage is most likely taken from: 
 
(i) a magazine 

 
1b. Give a reason for your answer.                                                                     (1 mark) 
 
The passage is intended for the average reader and does not contain scientific 
jargon or instructions on how to watch birds. 
 
2.  Pick out words found between lines 1 and 20 that match the following meanings:  
                                                                                                                          (3 marks) 

 
(a) disdain condescension (d) increase  abound/upsurge 

(b) replacement substitute (e) chance event accident 

(c) is greater in 
number exceeds (f) readership audience 

 
3. Explain in your own words But these prejudices are due for an overhaul (line 7). 

(1 mark) 
 

The negative attitude towards birdwatching is expected to change. 

 
4. Birdwatching is no longer considered to be unfashionable. Quote a part sentence 

found between lines 12 and 20 that confirms this idea.                                 (1 mark) 
 
dowdy is no longer the name of the game 

 
5. What does Simon Armitage mean when he says When there are fewer shiny objects 

on offer, we turn to more authentic things (lines 29-30)?                            (2 marks) 
 
When people experience financial difficulties they take up activities that are 
closer to nature. 
 
6.  Between lines 21 and 39 find:                                                                      (2 marks) 
 
(a) a word which refers to the act of shocking people into action 

galvanised 

(b) an expression which refers to the author’s willingness to change his attitude 

ripe for conversion 

(c) a word which refers to the author’s dislike of something 

binocular-averse 



(d) an expression which refers to the act of being cared for by someone 

taken under the wing 

 
7. Which two characteristics of Ian Barthorpe emerge from the author’s description?  

(1 mark) 
Accept any two of the following: 
Patient 
obsessed with birds/avid birdwatcher 
expert advisor 
 
8. What impression does the author give of birdwatchers when he compares them to 

worshippers on pews (line 37)?                                                                   (1 mark) 
 
Accept answers that contain religious connotations, e.g.: 
They are devoted to their hobby. 

9.  What do the words below refer to in the passage?                                      (3 marks) 
 

(a) it (line 8) birdwatching 
revolution 

(e) his (line 34) Ian 
Barthorpe/tutor’s 

(b) he (line 15) Graham Madge (f) himself (line 39) pleasant-looking 
man/man 

(c) We (line 19) Society/people (g) it (line 43) bittern 
 
10. What is the author’s experience of seeing the bittern in flight for the first time 

compared to?                                                                                              (2 marks) 
 
It is compared to a magician’s trick. 
 
11. How did the author feel when he finally got to see the bittern?                 (2 marks) 
 
Accept any two of the following: 
He felt calm yet elated. 
He experienced a sense of personal achievement. 
Happy. 
 
12. (5 marks: reasons; 3 marks: language and cohesion) 
                                                                                     
Birdwatching is no longer associated with retired people but it has become very 
popular with celebrities and women in particular. Television programmes and 
books on birds also encourage people to take up the hobby. In today’s hectic 
society birdwatching destresses people and allows them to experience peace and 
quiet. It makes people happy because they connect with nature and realise that 
birds are still around. Environmental and financial problems have pushed 
people to start birdwatching. 



Passage B Marking Scheme 

1. Underline the most appropriate title  for this passage.                                    (1 mark) 
 
(c) Trash Entrepreneurs 

 
2. Explain the meaning of nailed down (line 4) as used in the passage.           (2 marks) 
 
To secure a temporary post. 
 
3. Between lines 1 and 18 find words which are opposite in meaning to the following 

words and phrases.                                                                                       (3 marks)       
                                                                                                                        
(a) unimportant    prestigious 

(b) collected        distributed 

(c) brand new                        tattered/ancient 

 
4. How did Omar Soliman come up with the idea for his junk-hauling business?  

(1 mark) 
 

After delivering some furniture for his mother’s store he realised that most 
people have stuff they want to dispose of. 
 
5. Quote a sentence between lines 10 and 18 that explains why Soliman named his 

business University Hunks Hauling Junk.                                                     (1 mark) 
 
People loved the idea of friendly, clean-cut guys slinging junk. 

6. Mark the following sentences as True (T) or False (F) and give reasons for your 
answers.                                                                                                       (4 marks) 

(a) Like most parents Omar Soliman’s mum wanted her son to do something useful in 
the summer. ( T )  

because she joined the chorus of parents/it was the universal cry of parents. 

(b) After four years into the business Soliman and Friedman had made much more 
than $1 million dollars. ( T ) 

because just four years later the business pulled in $3 million. 

(c) The bank immediately agreed to lend Soliman and Friedman the money for their 
business. ( F ) 

because they were turned down five times. 

(d) Initially Soliman and Friedman’s company made a loss. ( T ) 



because at first they lost money as they underbid the jobs. 
 

7a. Explain in your own words To jump-start the business (lines 27-28).       (1 mark) 
 
To start the business with a boost. 

 
7b. List four ways in which Soliman and Friedman jump-started their business.  

(2 marks) 
Accept any four of the following: 

They bought a truck. 

They hired a graphic artist to design a logo. 

They ran newspaper and radio ads. 

They recruited haulers on campuses. 
They made presentations at county fairs, chambers of commerce and 
real estate offices. 
 
8. What did Soliman and Friedman learn from their tough hands-on experience (line 

37)?                                                                                                               (3 marks) 

To minimise the cost of unloading at landfills. 
To hire consultants to help establish national franchises. 
To buy a Freephone number. 
To set up a website. 
To establish a call centre. 

To relocate to a place where the rent is cheaper. 
 
9. What does the author mean when he says that Soliman is the visionary, and 

Friedman the nuts-and-bolts guy (line 43)?                                                 (2 marks) 
 
Soliman is the one who comes up with ideas whilst Friedman is more practical.  

 
10. In Soliman’s opinion what two things should an entrepreneur be willing to do 

when setting up a business?                                                                       (2 marks) 
 
An entrepreneur should be willing to take risks. 
An entrepreneur should not be afraid of failure because learning from 
failure is better than not trying at all. 
 

WRITING TASK 

Content/ideas – 3marks  

Accuracy – 7 marks 


