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Statistics 
 
Table 1: MATSEC Intermediate Level Geography, May 2011 

   Distribution of Grades 
 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 
No. of candidates 6 21 32 25 13 19 10 126 

Total % 5.0 16.7 25.4 19.8 10.3 15.1 7.9 100 
 
 

General comments 
 
A total of 126 candidates sat for the Geography Intermediate exam in May 2011. The 
wide range of marks obtained by some candidates in different questions is worrying. 
Marks obtained in Sections 2, 3 and 4 tend to be significantly higher than those obtained 
in Section 1. Once again questions that required candidates to discuss or explain physical 
geographical processes were less popular than questions dealing with human and 
environmental issues. In general, candidates are avoiding to choose the fifth optional 
question from Section 1, as these questions tend to require a deeper understanding of 
geographical concepts and processes. As in previous years, the amount of examples 
provided by candidates indicates a general weakness to apply theoretical geographical 
knowledge to real life situations. The range of examples provided by candidates indicates 
that they tend to stick to examples found in textbooks. Efforts to provide actual recent 
examples of specific geographical concepts and processes are very limited. The 
examiners would like to stress that candidates who rely on knowledge transmitted 
through popular media cannot obtain satisfactory answers. It is important that candidates 
are aware that answers at intermediate level require a sound theoretical background. 
 
Section 1: Physical Geographical Processes 
Question 1 
It was surprising for the examiners to find that hardly any candidates know the angle of 
tilt of the Earth. Most answers in part (a) lacked any detail of the combined effect of the 
Earth’s 23½º tilt and 24 hours rotation on the seasonal variation in the hours of sunshine 
at Luqa. In part (b) various candidates described the climatic influence on the difference 
in sunshine hours between Greenwich and Luqa, whilst they ignored the effect of 
latitudinal location.  
 
Question 2 
This was the least popular question in Section 1. Most of the answers to part (a) were 
very satisfactory with candidates describing various characteristics of salt marshes. 
Answers for part (b) were less accurate. Most candidates had difficulty in explaining the 
processes leading to the formation of salt marshes.  
 
Question 3 
This was the most answered question in Section 1. Definitions of drainage basin in part 
(a) of this question were generally clear and correct. In part (b) some candidates had 



difficulty in distinguishing between the processes of infiltration and percolation. It must 
be pointed out, however, that some candidates tried to distinguish between these two 
processes only through the drawing of diagrams whereas the question stated “With the 
help of diagrams, distinguish ...”. Answers to part (c) were in general satisfactory with 
most candidates being aware that an intense rainfall of a short duration is more likely to 
lead to flooding; giving accurate descriptions of the hydrograph that is to be expected for 
each rainstorm and valid reasons for this effect. However, some candidates are not aware 
of the difference between permeability and porosity as well as between impermeable and 
non-porous rocks. 
 
Section 2: Human Geographical Processes 
Question 4 
For part (a) of this question, quite a number of candidates listed the seven laws of 
migration correctly while some candidates tried to make up the ‘laws’ indicating that they 
had no knowledge of the processes involved in migration. Most answers provided for part 
(b) were correct and good use was made of the cartographic schemes presented. Direction 
and major flows were described properly. In addition, most candidates identified 
correctly the reasons for the population movements. 
 
Question 5 
Although part (a) of this question was straightforward, quite a number of candidates 
mixed up Von Thunen’s model with that of Burgess and also with Hoyt’s model.  
Otherwise, candidates who were aware of Von Thunen’s contribution to theoretical 
geography provided a well-labeled diagram. In part (b) the application of Von Thunen’s 
model to Malta was answered well overall with most candidates showing that they could 
argue through as to whether the model could be applied to Malta or not. 
 
Question 6 
In part (a) of the question most definitions to the settlement hierarchy were correct. In 
part (b) a number of candidates inverted the hierarchy putting the isolated building and 
hamlet at the top of the hierarchy instead of at the bottom implying that they have a poor 
grasp of the concept of settlement hierarchy. In part (c) the answers provided were 
generally correct. However, very few physical features were mentioned in the 
development of the answer. 
 
 
Section 3: The Man-Environment Relationship 
Question 7 
Definitions to groundwater in part (a) were largely correct with most candidates knowing 
exactly the meaning of the term. In part (b) threats to the pollution of groundwater were 
correctly provided with the overall range of answers proving to be very interesting. In 
part (c) management practices were well presented with a couple of candidates presenting 
sketches to illustrate their answers. 
 



Question 8 
Answers to all parts of this question were largely correct with candidates giving correct 
reasons for the rapid growth of world population and satisfactory discussions of the 
global concerns associated with the global population explosion. In part (c) most 
candidates provided the measures taken by China to control global population. More 
variety of examples would be desirable. 
 
Question 9 
The overall answers to this question were satisfactory. However, very few candidates 
could give examples of the impact of growth in land transport from Europe as requested 
in the question. Good answers were provided as to how government policies could reduce 
the negative impact of land transport. The most frequent answers were regulations of 
smoke emissions from vehicles and restrictions in the use of personal vehicles. Few 
answers included the use of technology to manage traffic demand. 
 
Section 4: Fieldwork and Mapwork 
Question 10 
The overall performance of the candidates answering this question was rather good with 
most of the respondents giving detailed answers in distinguishing between closed and 
open-ended questions. Part (b) also included good answers in that candidates presented 
very well the differences between a questionnaire and an interview. However answers for 
part (c) of this question were poorer. Some of the candidates did not even know the 
meaning of a nature park. Several candidates had difficulty in substantiating the choice of 
questions they formulated. 
 
Question 11 
This question was testing a number of skills in the drawing and interpretation of graphs. 
In part (a) most of the candidates drew a graph that represented the population changes 
given. The graphs were in general well-labelled. In part (b) the description of the growth 
pattern shown was overall also commendable. Candidates were also well prepared for 
part (c) of the question which required a rather technical answer. In part (d) most 
candidates provided good answers when trying to predict future population growth  from 
the pattern represented in the graph.  
 
Question 12   
Most answers to part (a) were correct but some candidates had difficulty in calculating 
the interquartile range. Answers to part (b) were less clear and lacked any deep 
understanding of how the statistical calculations in part (a) can help to indicate the 
precipitation pattern of Mumbai. In part (c) most candidates suggested a bar graph to 
present the precipitation data whilst a smaller number of candidates suggested a line 
graph. In general reasons for the choice of graph were satisfactory. 
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