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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2014 session of the examination.

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 5 8 27 14 10 8 8 80

% OF TOTAL 6.3 10.0 33.8 17.5 12.5 10.0 10.0 100

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance

2.1 General Remarks

The performance of candidates this year continued a trend seen in previous sessions.
Candidates graded in the top categories of A and B demonstrated ample factual knowledge, and
put to good use their training in textual interpretation and analysis. Moreover, good essay writing
skills were noted in these grades. By contrast, candidates in grades C and D demonstrated
limited essay writing skills. With reference to grades C and lower, the Board noted once more the
tendency of candidates to exploit poorly what factual knowledge they hold in answering the
questions. In the lower categories the shortcomings remarked in previous sessions were again
noted in essay writing skills, as well as in the questions which test the skills of analysis and
interpretation. Poor study skills may also be partly at the root of this problem. Several candidates
demonstrated limited or no knowledge of the historical context of the subjects concerned, and
factual inaccuracy was frequently encountered. The Board would like to repeat the emphasis
made in previous reports on the importance of developing the right study skills for a subject like
Intermediate Level History. Bad practices, notably the recycling of class notes, should always be
discouraged. At Intermediate Level, the importance of solid factual knowledge should be
complemented by the candidate’s further reading. Discussion of the topics in the syllabus should
stimulate conceptual clarity and enable critical thinking. Last but not least, basic language skills of
correct grammatical construction and idiomatic expression make a big difference both with
reference to essay questions, as well as the text-based ones.

2.2 Detailed Remarks

Candidates were required to answer four questions, two in Section A and two in Section B.
Section A comprises two either/or/or questions which should be answered in essay form. Section
B comprises two either/or comprehension questions based on unseen extracts from primary
sources. Candidates are required to read carefully the selected passages and to answer a
number of questions on each. In Section A, question 1 offered a choice between a question on
the difficulties facing Malta’s constitutional advancement to 1921, a question on political parties in
Malta from 1880 to 1921, and a question on Malta’s strategic value to the British in the late
nineteenth century. Question 2 offered a choice between a question on the French Revolution in
1789, a question on the Russian Revolution of 1917, and a question on the start of World War I.
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In Section B question 3, candidates were offered two passages on Maltese history, namely an
extract from the letters patent appointing Commissioners Austin and Lewis in 1836, and an
extract from a debate in the House of Lords concerning Malta, in 1887. In Section B question 4,
candidates were offered a choice between an extract from a letter of the French Ambassador in
Turin to his government in Paris, dated 1860, and an extract from the memoirs of a Serbian
nationalist concerning events from 1878 to 1908.

The Board noted substantial variation in candidate performance in the essay-based questions in
Section A. Good essay writing skills make a significant difference where the organization and
articulation of ideas are concerned. Moreover, the candidate’s engagement with the individual
topics in the syllabus notably through further reading becomes particularly evident in essays by
candidates in the upper grades.

As with previous sessions, it was noted that topics related to Maltese political and constitutional
history were the best covered in terms of factual knowledge where Maltese history was
concerned. In European history, key topics such as the revolutions in France and the processes
of unification of Italy and Germany also attracted knowledgeable answers. Generally speaking,
candidates attempting question 3 (b) based on the passage from the debates in 1887, showed
better factual preparation that those attempting question 3 (a), based on the passage on the
appointment of Commissioners Austin and Lewis in 1836. A majority of candidates attempted
question 4 (a), confirming the popularity of the topic of Italian unification. Question 4 (b), based on
a passage from the memoirs of a Serbian militant, attracted a limited response. In the lower
brackets the Board noted once more a series of difficulties faced by candidates, notably the task
of explaining in context the phrases selected for definition or highlighted for further explanation.
There were also repeated cases of factual confusions between dates, key people and events,
which are unacceptable at this level.

The Board feels the need to repeat the emphasis made in previous reports on fostering critical
reading and thinking skills, which should be regarded as an essential outcome of the History
Intermediate Level certificate, beyond a descriptive knowledge of the past. A culture of further
reading by candidates, as well as the development of their study and writing skills, is essential
acquisitions in the progression across the individual topics listed in the syllabus.

Chairperson
Examination Panel 2014


