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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of the candidates’ grades for the May 2017 Advanced Level Geography
Examination.

Table 1:

GRADE A B C D E F absent TOTAL

NUMBER 5 12 18 16 11 1 0 63

% OF TOTAL 7.9 19 28.6 25.4 17.5 1.6 0 100

Part 2: Comments on the candidate’s performance

General comments

Examinations
A total of 63 candidates registered for the Advanced Matriculation Geography (AM13) examination in
the May 2017 session. All candidates sat for all three examination papers and presented the
individual fieldwork report. Out of 63 candidates, two took the examination as private candidates. The
examination consisted of three papers. Each paper consisted of three sections and the candidates
were to select one question from each section.

For Paper I, the questions which were mostly selected were as follows: Section A Question 1 (41.3
%), Section B Question 4 (50.8 %) and Section C Question 7 (68.3 %). With regards to Paper II,
candidates mostly opted for Question 3 (49.2%) in Section A, Question 4 (47.6%) in Section B and
Question 7 (74.6%) in Section C. The questions mostly answered in Paper III were Section A
Question 2 (76.2 %) Section B Question 6 (69.8 %) and Section C Question 9 (63.5 %).

The performance of the candidates was overall satisfactory with the largest cohorts obtaining a Grade
C (28.6%) and a Grade D (25.4%). The performance of the candidates is not strikingly different when
compared to that of previous examination sessions. However, there was a slightly higher percentage
of candidates obtaining a Grade A and a Grade E while the percentage of candidates obtaining a
Grade F fell significantly. When compared to 2016, this year had also a strong cohort of preferred
questions by the candidates, especially in Paper 3. The choices of the questions were more clustered
around specific questions, mostly in line with the popularity of the topics on which questions were
being asked and the perception that these topics were more straightforward than others in the AM
Geography syllabus.

There is still room for improvement with regards to the areas of recommendations proposed by the
examiners in previous years; mainly that, on a general note, candidates still tend to answer questions
that they believe require facts or knowledge transposition, rather than those which entail more theory-
based geographic knowledge and/or critical thinking. Reasons why candidates failed to obtain higher
marks included:
 The overall lack of use of technical and geographic terms;
 The generally poor command of the English language;
 The lack of properly drawn, clear and well-labelled diagrams. As in previous years, some were

embedded within the text and were very small in size. Diagrams should ideally be allocated the
right amount of space in the paper and inserted in a box for clarity and prominence.
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 A lack of proper understanding of questions being asked and instructions being given for each
question. For example, in the ‘List and discuss’ questions some candidates would only list the
points involved without elaborating and discussing further as requested by the question.
Furthermore, when a question asks for a specified outcome e.g. ‘List three impacts’, candidates
need to be sure to clearly list all the three impacts, preferably including numbers before each one
or underlining the impacts being mentioned;

 An overall poor knowledge of definitions of geographic activities and phenomena;
 The limited inclusion of examples, especially when specifically asked in the question.

Reports (coursework)

With regards to the individual fieldwork report, which carries 22% of the examination mark, it was
observed that a good amount of candidates only wrote down the hypotheses but omitted the aims. In
general, the candidates showed good use of both primary and secondary data collection techniques
to complement each other. Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were discussed and
presented. Whilst the syllabus clearly identifies that candidates must include at least one statistical
method of analysis, not all candidates opted for such statistical methods and instead presented only
simpler statistics e.g. standard deviation. Candidates should also be encouraged to provide further
detail on the research methodology and to engage in better analytical interpretation and discussion.
Conclusions, evaluation of data collection and hypotheses formulation were often weak. In the
conclusion, the candidates should take a more geographic-based approach in relation to their
findings.  With regards to references, although these were written at the end of the report, however,
these were not always cited within the report. Moreover, it is imperative to follow an appropriate
referencing style. Figures were not always labelled and integrated within the text. Additionally, more
photographic evidence of data collection and results needs to be presented.

As guidance, this report is providing the following additional comments and recommendations for both
types of reports:
 Aims and objectives should be stated at the beginning of the project. These, together with the

hypothesis (if applicable), should be clear and concise. Moreover the objectives should describe
how the candidates were going to achieve their aims;

 All figures should be clearly sourced. Furthermore, where maps from google earth/maps and
pictures taken by the author are concerned, the date should be clearly written down;

 All maps should have a scale, a North sign or compass directions, a legend/key and a title;
 Graphs and sketches should be clearly annotated with all relevant labels otherwise their validity is

drastically reduced. Likewise tables presented in the reports need to be numbered and have titles
to enhance their validity;

 Apart from mentioning a source within the text, candidates are also expected to write the full
reference at the end of the project. It is being suggested that candidates are thought how to write
references, both in the text itself (e.g. the source of a photo, map etc.) as well as the full reference
at the end of the report;

 When acronyms are used, the full terminology should be written down in the instance when they
are first used. Subsequently, acronyms can be used throughout the whole report without the need
to write them in full. Ideally, a list of acronyms and their full meaning should be incorporated in the
report, usually at the beginning.

Ideally, tutors marking the projects should provide a breakdown of marks assigned per project. The
assessment criteria may be enclosed with the projects (the individual report has an assessment
criteria scheme in the AM Geography syllabus). This will eventually and ultimately facilitate the
moderation process for the benefit of the candidates.
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PAPER I
Section A: Physical Geography of the Maltese Islands

Question 1
A total of 26 candidates (41.3%) answered Question 1, making it the most selected question from
Section A.  Question 1(a), which carried 9 marks focused on the processes and materials that are
involved in the formation of the Maltese Islands’ sedimentary rocks. The majority of candidates
discussed the varying sea depths, different types of organisms and sea currents. Only a few
candidates mentioned the actual types of fossils that are found in the different lithologies. Question
1(b) carried 15 marks and candidates had to describe the salient characteristics and use of the five
rock layers. A general good knowledge of the stratigraphy was observed, including reference to the
thickness and exposure of the different layers in metres, water depth during formation processes,
uses, permeability and oxidation processes. Only a handful of candidates noted the abundance of the
rock layers by giving examples of their exposure along the Maltese Islands. Answers to question (b)
also included candidates who discussed the type of landscape terrain that is formed by the different
layers and the resulting soil properties.

Question 2
Question 2 was the least selected question, with only 14 candidates (22.2%) opting to answer it.
Question 2(a), carrying 12 marks, was related to the description of the main attributes of the
Mediterranean Sclerophyll Forest in the Maltese Islands. The majority of the candidates referred to
the typical trees of the Maltese Sclerophyll ecological community and mentioned that it is made up of
trees with an undergrowth of smaller trees and shrubs. Only a few candidates discussed in detail the
adaptations of this ecological community, referring to its hard-leaved and evergreen properties.
Candidates had to make reference to the distribution of the Sclerophyll forest, but few candidates
referred to its remnants. Buskett was mentioned by all candidates, since it is the only woodland
ecosystem in the Maltese Islands. A small number of candidates misinterpreted the question, and
instead described the four ecological communities of the Maltese Islands, rather than solely focusing
on the Sclerophyll forest. In Question 2(b), also carrying 12 marks, the majority of candidates
discussed deforestation and grazing as factors leading to the loss of the Sclerophyll Forest. Fire was
rarely mentioned by the candidates despite its key role. Many candidates also referred to recent
contributions, including urbanisation and the construction industry. The second part of Question 2(b)
centred on the measures to offset the history of degradation of the Sclerophyll Forest. Afforestation
was mentioned as an important effort, however few candidates gave examples of afforested sites.
Other answers to this question related to the importance of Natura 2000 sites and designation of ODZ
land.

Question 3
Twenty-three candidates (36.5%) opted to answer Question 3 on the climatic patterns of the Maltese
Islands. Question 3(a) was an interpretation of the distribution of precipitation from an indicated bar
chart and the majority of candidates answered this question correctly. The majority of candidates did
not refer to the actual percentages of rainfall, however the seasonal distribution of precipitation was
mentioned. In question 3(b), the autumn/winter versus spring/summer variations in precipitation were
appropriately discussed, however, not all candidates referred to the technical terms of cyclonic and
convectional rainfall, respectively. Relative Humidity in Question 3(c) was also generally properly
discussed with mentions of the sea and seasonal temperatures. Question 3(d), which was related to
fog was often discussed in terms of temperature, however only a handful of candidates mentioned
advection and radiation fog.

Section B: Human Geography of the Maltese Islands

Question 4
This question was about population statistics in Malta and a total of 32 candidates (50.8%) answered
this question. Data was obtained from the NSO and visualised in a bar graph. Candidates were
expected to answer questions related to this information. The question was divided in three parts. The
main issues with the answers related to this question were that in some instances candidates
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confused the Northern District and Southern District with the North and South of Malta. Candidates
also mentioned localities that do not form part of the mentioned districts.

Question 5
Question 5 was about the construction industry in Malta and was divided in two parts. Only 18
candidates (28.6%) answered this question. In some instances, it seemed that the candidates did not
read the question well, as some answers were out of point. Regarding question (b), some of the
economic benefits were repeated in the same answer, meaning that the candidates did not provide
five benefits, as asked.

Question 6
The theme of this question was the shipbuilding industry in Malta. Only 13 candidates (20.6%) opted
for this question, making it the least selected in Section B. Generally, the answers were satisfactory,
but not exhaustive for advanced level standard. In some instances the candidates did not address the
geo-political situation referred to in question (a).

Section C: Fieldwork and Statistical Techniques

Question 7
This was the most selected question with 43 candidates (68.3%) opting for it. The question included a
mixture of arithmetic and spatial statistics. Questions (a) and (b) focused on arithmetic and were
generally answered correctly. Problems were however encountered in part c, with the definition of the
‘Location Quotient’ either not being correct or not exhaustive. Question 7 (d) required the
interpretation of the results, which was not always done.

Question 8
This question was about scatter graphs and only 14 candidates (22.2%) answered it. The main
problems regarded the definition of scatter graphs, with the answer generally not being exhaustive. In
question 8 (b)(ii) the diagrams presented were generally correct but in some instances candidates
either forgot to include the line of best fit or mixed the x-axis with the y-axis. There were two cases in
which a candidate did not answer part (a), and another candidate who did not answer part (b)(ii).

Question 9
A small number of six candidates (9.5%) answered this question which was about fieldwork and
picture interpretation. The main issue with the answers was that some candidates did not draw the
sketch.

PAPER II
Section A: Atmospheric Processes

Question 1
Sixteen candidates (25.4%) opted for Question 1 on atmospheric depressions. In Question 1(a), all
candidates referred to a depression in relation to low pressure. Cloud formation and precipitation were
mentioned by some candidates, but only a few candidates referred to the wind blowing in an anti-
clockwise direction in the northern hemisphere. In Question 1(b), which carried 21 marks, candidates
had to identify and explain the three life-cycle stages of a depression and provide a sketch diagram.
The majority of diagrams were labelled, and the candidates had a good knowledge of the three
stages. The majority of candidates explained the stages in terms of the associated weather i.e.
cloudy, rainy, calm conditions. The direction of movement, effect of the Coriolis force and the term
‘warm sector’ were rarely mentioned by the candidates.

Question 2
Sixteen candidates (25.4%) once more answered Question 2, which dealt with solar radiation. This
question contained several subdivisions and some candidates did not check the marks allotted to
each respective question. Hence, sometimes, a long explanation was given to questions carrying only
two marks as opposed to question 2(e), which had a weight of 12 marks. With regards to question
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2(e), the majority of candidates were more familiar with the long-term rather than the short-term
factors which influences the amount of insolation received on the Earth’s surface. Some candidates
also listed local influences e.g. cloud cover and urbanisation, to which some marks were adequately
allotted under the short-term factors. A small number of candidates misinterpreted question 2(e) and
instead referred to global warming and greenhouse gases.

Question 3
The vast majority of candidates (i.e. 31 candidates or 49.2%) answered Question 3 on sea level
change. In Question 3(a), the candidates had to list and describe two factors that lead to sea level
change. Thermal expansion was rarely mentioned as one of the factors, while the melting of ice caps
was pointed out by all candidates. In Question 3(b), which carried 12 marks, many candidates
focused their discussion relating to the main threats of sea level rise, on submergence and flooding.
Sometimes, the question ‘list and discuss’ was misread by the candidates, with some candidates only
listing the issues rather than discussing them. On a positive note, some case studies were listed by
the candidates to provide examples. Only a few candidates made reference to shoreline erosion and
higher storm surges. In Question 3(c), candidates had to list and briefly explain three ways how
populations can adapt to sea level rise. Often, the answers centred on relocation and defence,
however there were some candidates that referred to the use of Reverse Osmosis Plants, marine
industry and wave energy.

Section B: Geomorphology

Question 4
Thirty candidates (47.6%) answered this question which was about volcanic areas as hazard zones.
One of the problems with the answers was that in part a, candidates failed to provide an example, as
clearly pointed out in the question. In part (b), candidates repeated their answer using other words,
hence, providing the same answer. A major problem with part (b) was that candidates mentioned the
effects but not the consequences.

Question 5
Eighteen candidates (28.6%) answered this question which dealt with wave types. Some of the
diagrams provided by the candidates were too small and in some instances, the labelling was not
enough. Additional problems regarded the definitions for parts (b) and (c) since answers were not
exhaustive.

Question 6
This question was about the theory of continental drift and plate tectonic movement. Fifteen
candidates (23.8%) chose to answer this question. Some candidates had a very vague idea of the
theory of continental drift and failed to provide an example that supports evidence for this theory.
Regarding part (c), candidates did not include transform margins as one of the three types of plate
boundaries.

Section C: Biospheric Processes and Patterns

Question 7
A total of 47 candidates (74.6%) answered this question. In question 7(a), which carried 6 marks,
candidates had to mention two climatic characteristics associated with hot deserts. Most of the
answers referred to the difference in temperature and precipitation. Question (b) carried 10 marks and
candidates had to explain the characteristics of soil of a hot desert and list three plant adaptations.
Most candidates were not familiar with the soil characteristics and instead wrote something in brief
and focused on the three plant adaptations. Question 7(c) was related to desertification and its
causes and carried 8 marks. While, the term decertification was well explained by most of the
candidates, not all of them were familiar with its causes.
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Question 8
This question, which was answered by a total of 12 candidates (19.1%), dealt with soil formation. Only
few candidates knew the roles of leaching and podsolization. Also, regarding part (c), which dealt with
cation exchange, most candidates either did not answer the question or answered it wrongly. Finally,
most candidates correctly explained the relationship between temperature, moisture, biota activity and
nutrients.

Question 9
Only 4 candidates (6.3%) chose to answer this question related to temperate deciduous forests.
Question (a) was related to the vegetation of the deciduous forest while question (b) was related to
the soil found in this habitat. Candidates did not explain in detail both characteristics and some of
them described the rainforest instead. With regard to question (d), answers were too broad and did
not meet the desired standard.

PAPER III
Section A: Human Geography and the Developing World

Question 1
Only two candidates (3.2%) opted for this question which was related to rural settlements. Candidates
showed that they knew the difference between dispersed and nucleated settlements. However, with
regard to question (c), where candidates had to describe three factors underlying the development of
dispersed rural settlements and three factors underlying the development of nucleated rural
settlements, answers were very vague and some of the descriptions included the difference between
a hamlet and a village, which did not form part of the expected answer.

Question 2
The majority of the candidates (48 in total or 76.2%) chose this question which was related to
population pyramids. In question (a), the candidates had to define population pyramids. The vast
majority mentioned that it is a graph showing the males and females and age without making
reference to the importance of population pyramids vis-à-vis past and future changes and effects of
migration. In part (b), all the candidates showed adequate knowledge on the subject, nevertheless
more detail was expected from some candidates especially when considering that the question
carried 10 marks. On the other hand, in question (d), the candidates gave the impression that they did
not understand what was being asked. They described the problems of developed and developing
countries rather than the problems that are associated with a population structure.

Question 3
A total of 13 candidates (20.6%) opted for this question which focused on agriculture. Most of the
candidates showed some knowledge relating to the factors affecting farming. Nevertheless, they
lacked detail especially when a description of the major challenges facing the agricultural sector was
expected.

Section B – Issues in Resource Management

Question 4
This question dealt with nuclear energy and only 8 candidates (12.7%) opted for it. Almost all the
candidates answered correctly to this question. The main issues where with question (d) where
candidates had to discuss two positive and two negative issues associated with nuclear energy
plants.  Otherwise, candidates were knowledgeable on the subject.

Question 5
Eleven candidates (17.5%) chose this question on the importance of forest and woodland resources
and how tropical rainforest could be managed in a more sustainable manner. Candidates showed
substantial knowledge on the subject although some failed to explain, in the desired detail, the
principal issues related to the management of tropical rainforests.
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Question 6
This question was about renewable and non–renewable resources and was answered by a large
proportion of candidates (44 or 69.8%). In question (a), candidates answered correctly to the
difference between renewable and non-renewable resources. However, it is being suggested that
examples of such resources, for example, solar energy for renewable and coal for non–renewable,
are included with the answer. With regard to question (b), in which candidates had to describe and
interpret a given figure, the majority only wrote the percentages they were given on the figure without
a proper interpretation of why the respective countries obtained such results. In question (d),
candidates were asked to discuss three negative impacts on wind and solar energy. Some of the
candidates did not mention all the three impacts and this led to the loss of precious marks. In addition,
answers given were just listed down and not discussed as per the requested question.

Section C: The Geography of tourism and recreation

Question 7
Only one candidate (1.6%) answered this question. The meaning of ‘backwash effect’ in 7(a) was not
properly known, whilst ‘spread effect’ and ‘multiplier’ effect were correctly defined. Question 7(b),
carrying 9 marks, dealt with the negative influences of the multiplier effect on the host country, with
the candidate discussing in terms of the environment and air quality.

Question 8
Twenty two candidates (34.9%) answered Question 8 on the impact of tourism in the Alps. The
majority of candidates who opted for this question demonstrated a good grasp of the Alpine case
study, discussing ski tourism and the negative influence on wildlife in Question 8 (a), which carried 16
marks. Aspects that were discussed include the construction of hotels and amenities for tourism,
erosion of footpaths and frightening animals away. Measures to mitigate the negative impacts of mass
tourism in the Alps, in Question 8(b), focused on the reduction of the amount of visiting tourism
through legal enforcement and the encouragement of green tourism.

Question 9
The majority of candidates, 40 candidates or 63.5%, opted for this question on the impacts of tourism
on a host country. Question 9(a), with a total of 16 marks, focused on the type of social and cultural
impacts that are felt by the host country. Many candidates discussed positive impacts related to
education and the learning of a language, tolerance, advancement of women, etc. Negative impacts
that were mentioned included congestion, pollution, increased crime and negative effects on culture
by the tourism industry. A few candidates divided their answers in terms of social and cultural impacts
and discussed them separately. In Question 9(b), candidates had to list and discuss two types of
planning policies used to manage the negative impacts of tourism on the host country. The majority of
answers focused on the introduction of laws and enforcement, issues related to litter, and the
promotion of sustainable means of transport. Only a few candidates mentioned the tourism tax on
accommodation.

Chairperson
Examination Panel 2017


