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Malta needs a plan if it is to reach its EU energy targets for buildings
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Could solar heater grants lift Malta out of hot water?

Charles Yousif, a solar energy pioneer in Malta
since 1993, is hopeful that the proposals will be
considered seriously.

Solar water heaters can provide a substantial reduction in CO2 emissions.

A rescue plan is needed for solar heating systems if Malta is to reach its targets for buildings
with low energy consumption and near-zero CO2 emissions. 

A new set of guidelines on how to achieve EU energy targets for buildings proposes that the
government provide grants for hot water solar heaters, as well as heat-pump versions for
dwellings with no rooftop access.

Investment in new solar heating systems has seen a constant decline over the past few years.
So far there have been no major interventions planned to rescue this technology from dying
out.

Although much attention has been given to
photovoltaic panels, solar water heaters use less
space to produce the same amount of energy
and can provide a substantial reduction in CO2
emissions.

The proposal emerges from a recent workshop
with stakeholders held by the university’s Institute
for Sustainable Energy as part of the ZeroCO2
Interreg-Europe project to promote reduction of
CO2 emissions from buildings.

Malta should have already made a head start in
policy making to bring buildings as near to zero-
energy as possible. A near-zero-energy building
is one that has very low energy consumption,
most of which comes from renewable energy
generated on site. The first priority is reducing
energy demand and increasing the energy
efficiency of equipment used in buildings.

However, while solar heaters can reduce CO2
emissions substantially if they are properly sized
and maintained, inferior products are competing
with the more reliable brands on the market.

Also, one-size-fits-all solutions are likely to reduce efficiency. A 2015 planning design policy
dictating that solar installations cannot be higher than one metre (or must be laid horizontally)
has jeopardised the use of the popular and cheaper thermo-siphon solar heating systems.

With targets looming, policy makers must look wisely at how they intend to come in line with
energy obligations for buildings within the next three years. Each Member State is free to
decide exactly how its near-zero-energy buildings are to be achieved and has taken on its own
binding national target.

A national plan for zero-energy buildings, in place since 2015, outlines strategies for compliance
by the end of 2018 for buildings occupied by public authorities and by the end of 2020 for all
buildings.

Another proposal is energy from future communal solar farms set up by the government could
be extended to households which cannot install PVs due to shade.

For indoor thermal comfort, insulation retrofitted to buildings shows more benefits than PVs,
according to the institute’s report. Yet roof insulation will only provide an energy savings benefit
to the top floor of an apartment block.

Studies have also shown that double glazing should not be the first choice for energy savings
in Malta, because the weather is mild and subsequent energy savings are relatively low. Other
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Unless everyone works together to
achieve Malta’s obligations as an EU
Member State, they will all bear the
consequences of slipping backwards
from the targets

interventions such as shading and insulation of single walls have proven more effective and
should be incentivised.

The report says a long-term strategy with clear targets 2030 and 2050 is preferable to merely
having stop-go measures tied to annual national budgets.

Full or partial renovation of any building offers a good opportunity to consider what zero-energy options may be
applied to bring Malta in line with EU targets.

A final recommendation is for a one-stop shop for policy application and technical advice
accessible by the general public. The building stock should be well studied, with incentives for
an effective package of measures for different building types rather than isolated measures.

The ISE workshop was the third in a
series of consultations with stakeholders
for the Interreg-Europe project aimed at
promoting carbon neutral buildings. How
the Maltese islands will face EU near-
zero-energy targets is, however, still
vague.

A target for new and renovated sections
of government buildings to make the required adaptations as from January 1, 2019, is fast
approaching.

A technical document for minimum energy requirements of buildings has been updated and a
near-zero-energy plan for Malta published. Despite these initiatives, poor implementation of
energy regulations in the construction market remains a matter of great concern to ISE lecturer
Charles Yousif, who has been coordinating Malta’s participation in the ZeroCO2 project since
2015.

The project has engaged in constant dialogue with key stakeholders in policy making and
others directly linked to energy performance of buildings.

Engineer Dr Yousif, a solar energy pioneer in Malta since 1993 and secretary general of the
Malta Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Association, is determined to get the message
across to anyone who can help make a difference:

“It has been very difficult to attract contractors, engineers and architects to the meetings so that
we hear and understand their position and find ways of successfully implementing the EU
directives in the local building industry,” he said.

“Unless everyone works together to achieve Malta’s obligations as an EU Member State, they
will all bear the consequences of slipping backwards from the targets.” According to Dr Yousif,
the ball is now in the policy makers’ court to make changes in the few years left until 2020 and
ensure that the obligations are clearly understood and accepted by all stakeholders, even if
there is some added cost.

After extensive discussions and gathering best-practice case studies over the past 18 months,
the project is in its final phase. An energy policy action plan will now be put before the policy
makers.

Dr Yousif is hopeful the proposals will be considered seriously and more effective energy
policies for Malta will stick.

“We now look forward to having one-to-one meetings with all policy makers to keep track of
outcomes over the next two years up to 2020, as required by all Interreg-Europe projects.”

A new incentive offering support to SMEs to carry out energy audits is imminent under the
Energy Efficiency Directive. This measure should help small businesses understand where they
are on the near-zero-energy scale and decide what improvements to make to their premises.
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 • Reply •

John Zammit • 19 hours ago

I don't have access to a roof to do this.
 1△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

CARMEN PACE  • 14 hours ago> John Zammit

Most families don't have , as they live in appartments.Need something to be
done about this...
 1△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 38 minutes ago> CARMEN PACE

Thank you, but there are other options. Heat pump water heaters are
now subsidized by government as of last week.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Mr Aquilina  • 6 hours ago> John Zammit

I do have a sizeable roof, yet at only 2 storeys high I have no guarantee the
neighboring empty plot wont one day be granted a 4 storey permit obscuring
any direct sunlight. Risky investing in PV unless you have guaranteed
sunlight throughout its lifetime. The cheaper solar water heater option is a
risk worth taking. I have hot water almost throughout the year, with the
exception of dull stormy days in winter when I have to switch on the heating
element for few hours.
△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 37 minutes ago> Mr Aquilina

Indeed, a well sized solar heater with simple regular maintenance can
serve years with no problems. I have seen solar heaters that are 20
years old in Malta and still operating well.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

James McIntosh  • 30 minutes ago> Mr Aquilina

This has already happened to some who made the investment to
install PV and or Solar Water heating. Money down the drain, but so
long as big money constructors have the proxy Government in their
pockets the weak can go to hell.
△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 39 minutes ago> John Zammit

Thanks John. Indeed this is a problem for many. But the article is also
speaking about other energy efficiency measures that one can implement
without the need for a roof - heat pump water heaters which now have a 400
Euro grant from government announced last week, shading on windows,
which is very effective in summer, draught-proofing to stop cold air from
infiltrating into the house, etc... There is also a lot to be done in public
buildings and social housing sector. The project ZEROCO2 is especially
interested in those sectors.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Alex Grima • 18 hours ago

"Although much attention has been given to photovoltaic panels, solar  
water heaters use less space to produce the same amount of energy."

Solar heaters are impractical becasue they produce most hot water on the hot days
and in the summer when people use much less or none at all. That is all wasted
solar energy, while in winter the heat from the sun is not enough.

The drive should be for photovoltaic panels that work much more consistently
throughout the year.
 5△ ▽

−
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 • Reply •

Mike Rodgers  • 17 hours ago> Alex Grima

as with everything renewable, better batteries are required to make them
feasible
 1△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

C.Borg  • 15 hours ago> Mike Rodgers

As far as I know neither solar heaters nor PV installations use
batteries, unless in the case where PV are stand alone and not
connected to the grid.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Alex Grima  • an hour ago> C.Borg

Even if you are connected to the grid, batteries help you store
the electricity your PV panels generate during the day (while
you're probably out) for use in the off peak hours and during
the night. This would make PV solar panels an even better
proposition once the batteries become affordable.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Alex Grima  • 14 hours ago> Mike Rodgers

You probably mean cheaper and more affordable batteries, because
there are some interesting options out there already today. The tech
exists: http://www.businessinsider....
 1△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 30 minutes ago> Alex Grima

The use of batteries is gaining ground but their use in closed
areas such as apartment should be carefully considered. Any
potential risks should be absolutely mitigated first and
foremost (over-charging, hydrogen release, acid spills, etc...)
△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 31 minutes ago> Mike Rodgers

Thanks Mike. We often under-estimate the fact that solar heaters are
also renewable STORAGE systems that can alleviate the peak load
at the power station in the evening, when many electric boilers are
switched on to heat water. In fact, the only economically feasible
renewable energy storage system so far is the solar heater.
 1△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

John J Borg  • 16 hours ago> Alex Grima

i agree , but only if the solar heater is taking pv panels space. I have both
and what you said is not the full truth. All solar heaters have an internal
heating element, i had mine connected to a separate switch so i can turn it
on to heat manually. I barely turn it on for a total of 24 hours in a whole year,
and have hot water all year round....
 2△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 28 minutes ago> John J Borg

This solar heater seems to be very well sized for your needs.
Congrts. Quite often people have an under-sized system, which is a
pity as they may not be fully satisfied with the outcome.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Edward Mallia  • 2 hours ago> Alex Grima

A superficial comment. 1. I use at least as much hot water in summer as in
winter. In case you have not noticed, the summer heat results in increased
washing loads and what is more increased wash temperatures. So a proper
coordination of washing machine and solar hot water will save significant
amounts of mains energy. Twin-inlet washing machines may provide part of
the answer, but design has not been optimised as I found out to my cost. My
machine will use its own heater if the wash temperature is set below 60C.
That can be easily remedied. There may also be some need to change
personal showering habits, again not very difficult to find a personally and
socially acceptable solution. 
2. On the other aspect of "shadowing", there has only been endless chatter
from every side. No a single serious step has been taken by any state entity
to change the current situation and even less to remedy past ills. For
instance PV panels carry a feed-in tariff applicable for a number of years.
People who have suffered significant shading or are about to do so, should
have their feed-in tariff period extended, without involving complicated laws
and bye-laws that other methods would involve. Any takers at the present
Energy Authority?
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Alex Grima  • 2 hours ago> Edward Mallia

I have no idea why you would use hot water to wash clothes in
summer, Dr Mallia. I understand each family has different needs, but I
don't think all that hot water is so necessary for most families. We
wash most clothes at 30 deg C all year round anyway, unless they
are are extremely dirty (usually children's clothes), and they turn out
fine because it's just perspiration and such mostly that needs to be
washed out.

I fully agree with your comment on shading.
△ ▽

−
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 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 33 minutes ago> Alex Grima

Thanks Alex. I don't agree with you. We have been conducting tests at
University for a number of sites in homes occupied by families. I can confirm
that the solar heater can save a minimum of 1,000 units per year for a family
of 3. The maximum potential of a 200 litre solar heater is that of 1,800
kWh/year EXCLUDING SUMMER.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

C. Magro • 18 hours ago

having 'free' hot water in August does not really make sense...
 3△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Pierre Bugeja  • 16 hours ago> C. Magro

In Malta you would have hot water all year round, not just in August.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

C. Magro  • 5 hours ago> Pierre Bugeja

True. Was referring to the summer period..which in this day and age
spans 5 to 6 months. So it makes it even less worthed..
△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 23 minutes ago> C. Magro

The weather in Malta with regards to availability of solar
radiation has not changed for the past 30 years. There are
indications that temperatures tend to be about 1-1.5 Degree
higher on average. However, the cold water supply for the
solar heater follows roughly the sea temperature, which is still
cold for many months, if one uses it to shower. The cold water
supply still needs to be heated (September up to May)
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

John J Borg  • 16 hours ago> C. Magro

.....yes, but summer is only 3 months......struggling to get the extra kw from
the pv then turn on the massive `gyser` element without knowing when its
going to turnoff.....solar heaters make sense!!
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

C. Magro  • 5 hours ago> John J Borg

You can fine tune a gyser until you feel it is at the right level. For size
depends on the number of persons. I manage it successfully tbh.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Vito Saponaro  • 14 hours ago> C. Magro

I live in southern Italy, and I get free hot water also in February.  
The same happens in Trentino, which has less sun. 
All we need to change habits and mentality.

Cheers
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

C. Magro  • 5 hours ago> Vito Saponaro

Hot water in February is welcome! In August it is not! So a pv makes
more sense since electricity is needed 24x7×365 and the excess can
be sold. Cheers!
△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 21 minutes ago> C. Magro

The whole philosophy of sustainable energy is to diversify and
try to 1. save energy 2. use renewable energy. PV is good but
technically and economically speaking, it does not make
sense to convert solar light to electricity and then use 50% of
that precious source to heat water in a boiler, when one can
do that in a much more efficient way using a solar heater
△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 25 minutes ago> C. Magro

In Malta and according to our research, families start using hot water from
the last week of September up to mid-June. This is significant. While hot
water may not be very useful in August, it does not mean that a solar heater
is useless. This is the same as purchasing a car and using it only for a few
hours a day or a TV and is only switched on at night. In fact, summer serves
as the best season to carry out some routine maintenance on the solar
heater.
△ ▽

−
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 • Reply •

christopher richard • 18 hours ago

With all the hype over an ever growing economy one wonders why doesn't jack, jo
and Mary get anything from it? It would only be fair that the people get at least free
solar energy whether they have a roof or not. If the overdevelopment is ruining our
islands then at least we should all get our fair share.
△ ▽

−

 • Edit • Reply •

Charles Yousif  • 16 minutes ago> christopher richard

Easily said than done. One has to make sure that free giveaways are used
properly. In the past, free energy saving lights were given to households and
that was a good move. At other times, a grant of 15% on purchasing class A
appliances may not have given the same results, because people bought the
efficient appliance without getting rid of the old ones. They were waiting for
the old one to stop working before they change it. However, I would agree
with you that the grant on solar heaters of 400 Euro has not changed for
years. It is time that this is revised to reflect the true cost of installing a solar
heater (panels, tank, crane, plumbing, insulation, tiles, cement, etc....) This is
much more complicated than installing a PV system. Yet PV systems are
subsidized at a much higher rate than solar heaters.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

M. Mizzi • 17 hours ago

Well, I invested in PV panels but guess what? Soon they will become useless
because of permits being given for higher buildings.
 3△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Chris Spiteri • 16 hours ago

What I would suggest is that on hot days one can reduce tempatures limits of gysers
and maybe install a timer for gysers. Small changes which can reduce bills
drastically over time.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

X Borg  • 13 hours ago> Chris Spiteri

Yes, I agree that adjusting the geysers temperature according to the season
and having a timer are effective ways to save energy (and reduce costs).

Never been convinced to install solar panel heater as who needs hot water in
summer and when you really need hot water there isn't enough sun in the
cooler months to heat water it goes into gyser mode anyway.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Jennifer Debono  • 8 hours ago> Chris Spiteri

Don't you think you are stating the obvious? I have energy saving lights and I
turn down the geyser's thermostat in Summer. The main energy consumers
are automatic washing machines and fridge/freezers yet I still know people
who do their laundry using very high temperatures and long programmes
when 30° is sufficient. And what about AC's? And in my opinion the most
udeless gizmo of them all....the dishwasher? I have neither an AC nor a
dishwasher and am single so that means I use my washing machine a twice
of times a week unless I am changing over to another season and I still get
high electricty bills.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

David Cammenzuli • 16 hours ago

How do you figure out which are the better solar panel suppliers in Malta? All seem
to boast that their product is superior to the competition. So how to figure out who
are the better suppliers of photovoltaic panels locally?
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Jennifer Debono • 9 hours ago

I live in an apartment block of 20 and the roof is covered with water tanks. I don't
see how this is even possible even without the tanks. Having said that there should
be a law obliging new buildings to have solar heating in place.
 1△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Joe Attard  • 7 hours ago> Jennifer Debono

Now that the water supply is regular,are,nt water tanks superfluous?
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Mr Aquilina  • 6 hours ago> Joe Attard

Water supply is not guaranteed 24/7 all year round, and the demands
of a household sometimes temporarily exceed the volume provided
by the mains supply. That's why a water reservoir is the absolute
norm.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

Anna Zammit  • 43 minutes ago> Joe Attard

The bathroom has to be hooked up with a water tank. you cannot use
water straight from the mains, I was always told. Only in the kitchen
△ ▽

−

Charles Yousif  • 2 minutes ago> Joe Attard

Hold on, this is waiting to be approved by Times of Malta.

Maybe yes and maybe no. I see those tanks as a strategic water
storage system for the island As far as I know Malta only has a 3 day

−
⏲

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

https://www.bov.com/Pjazza/share-our-vision?utm_source=ToM&utm_medium=Takeover&utm_campaign=ShareourVision&utm_term=October23&utm_content=National
https://www.bov.com/Pjazza/share-our-vision?utm_source=ToM&utm_medium=Takeover&utm_campaign=ShareourVision&utm_term=October23&utm_content=National
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C4wyNDc3xWdSkEJOIbcLXobAM5aidvU2z7P6bzAOpvZXH6AEQASC6vvAWYNcDoAG635v5A8gBAqgDAcgDyQSqBK0CT9Dxw_3ArbXjoSMVYOy5mz_d6Xy_ZfscS_LZ6b6UbH0zH4zssaseHMHi26PCPTDXgiQN8msd6A3W9CjESIctbWtkocb-Jpb_VlvkiQY-PleCNLAU10s4DpyIiD7xkE8N7xKlg0TgiXtcHfmVP1CdE9Xc6qOYnrx0IDSYUFXHeOSF9Mkjr2-yJ7zn4RP7pH-ORq9q4OAlnhvpXHJq7RO_Ti9Lds93B4PcTkWcm9dTXgIgG7QbFRLhbE_k6WHm28bKbwuJ3z5Xxq_yPpeImJpGHMIucVsqD9WF0by85vOhW7CVSL_EN4ziqzh7V-kyp-iRUkEpfbx_T-S4eNTtlgSjpvP_rhPLTkFOHWzjVFOroqZcXjaB4AZDsjhp97HMh2Cp5uF_4Mqup5KyoC2GVqAGAoAH1NfFE6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBAEAEYAPIIDGJpZGRlci01NzE2MrEJKbbeGDsWz2I&num=1&pr=8:86038ACDA592E1E5&cid=CAASEuRo1nXgenOLRyMiBQQFoINUjg&sig=AOD64_3nfBbowbgHkPO0wMEYui92Pjwg6w&client=ca-pub-6579838053286784&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/catalogs/premium/CID60704%3Fuptime%3D20150603%26ptsid%3D1013001018078289%26crea%3D145068187595%26plac%3Dwww.timesofmalta.com%26netw%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26ptscode%3D0120202040010001%26src%3Dsem_ggl%26cmpgn%3D210112274%26adgrp%3D13837243034%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-62426275497%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D145068187595%26plcmnt%3Dwww.timesofmalta.com%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A3761697%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3Dnone
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CR0HxDc3xWZmbAeynzAb_iojoC-Wonb1Ns-z-m8wDqb2Vx-gBEAEgxL7cI2DXA6ABut-b-QPIAQKoAwHIA8kEqgStAk_QbfpuOpovN2SVr5mg_6aGwgaMehiTIulWHDZvG57nod5g4xg3mEwiaBj7M8HUO95Q9_vgMv3m45c4QoYXSjzHnF5k1hhtCPz-VDgemWGfpXb_Yo7_ZM8ggpFL8KrcNjXCDUZNcbeoINhFdNfbWxwzdSsbXbTDeLO4xI_PzOSamhMF8g_G1oz-KslA6Eb1dCyRNFdk-e1S5C-5JiJniH6GLODJ2632FRdjOUyTl1Ne7M-3uoyl62_LrkNIY5Ww5p4R6XUouqnfWSZ0Z1gvbjNud1V9awEvdln1no3twROMeug7O7eSSQECE9r1yhoDGrZHovRZmhw0zTy4m8k93JSbs1DGJYM6FNAsUGwSUyg-UnR2PA0LLkH6TtkeCdd2UYfFIL_lWvfXuykhntigBgKAB9TXxROoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAQBABGADyCBBiaWRkZXItNTM3MjUyOTI5sQkptt4YOxbPYg&num=1&pr=9:AAABX1iI-1gOOyFv-c3-h0uCJudrzJApfX120Q&cid=CAASEuRopky9bW0bSV027xOhGH7-pw&sig=AOD64_0PKIEFUKRDvIIZqxH1aORnz-z1ng&client=ca-pub-3028258428956246&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/catalogs/premium/CID60704%3Fuptime%3D20150603%26ptsid%3D1013001018078289%26crea%3D145068187595%26plac%3Dwww.timesofmalta.com%26netw%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26ptscode%3D0120202040010001%26src%3Dsem_ggl%26cmpgn%3D210112274%26adgrp%3D13837243034%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-62426275497%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D145068187595%26plcmnt%3Dwww.timesofmalta.com%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A3761697%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3Dnone
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_2qRVfz6QUr/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3584371022
https://disqus.com/by/charlesyousif/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585447064
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3584371022
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_pX1DC0Tr4H/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3584498681
https://disqus.com/by/chris_spiteri/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3584512099
https://disqus.com/by/tom-305ddad049f65a2c241dbb6e6f746c54/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3584810395
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3584512099
https://disqus.com/by/tom-733a861e3d2dcb5d88a38820fe8cd4b2/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585105285
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3584512099
https://disqus.com/by/tom-814f060c2f34856eda9147e567632a21/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3584546564
https://disqus.com/by/tom-733a861e3d2dcb5d88a38820fe8cd4b2/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585090859
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_a2WXKk6LUJ/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585180036
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585090859
https://disqus.com/by/kevinaquilina/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585224704
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585180036
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_3aCm5s9pxW/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585422443
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585180036
https://disqus.com/by/charlesyousif/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585461171
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835#comment-3585180036
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_2qRVfz6QUr/
https://disqus.com/by/charlesyousif/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_pX1DC0Tr4H/
https://disqus.com/by/chris_spiteri/
https://disqus.com/by/tom-305ddad049f65a2c241dbb6e6f746c54/
https://disqus.com/by/tom-733a861e3d2dcb5d88a38820fe8cd4b2/
https://disqus.com/by/tom-814f060c2f34856eda9147e567632a21/
https://disqus.com/by/tom-733a861e3d2dcb5d88a38820fe8cd4b2/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_a2WXKk6LUJ/
https://disqus.com/by/kevinaquilina/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_3aCm5s9pxW/


10/26/2017 Could solar heater grants lift Malta out of hot water?

https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20171025/local/could-solar-heater-grants-lift-malta-out-of-hot-water.659835 7/8

Send us your story | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Comments Policy | Print Ad Rate | Online Ad Rate | Contact us | Report a bug | New Features |

Requests for court to 'cease to
function' denied
68 comments • 5 hours ago

AvatarJ. Attard — L aqwa fl ewropa!!!! Yes DCG
you were right. THE SITUATION IS
DESPERATE.

EU postpones weedkiller glyphosate
decision
4 comments • 4 hours ago

AvatarJoe Attard — Shame really. Money
before health?

Turnover tax for internet giants
proposal not in Malta's interests - Sant
31 comments • 7 hours ago

AvatarDick Grech — I find it best to understand
"tax competition" if one illustrates the
argument with an example:XYZ Ltd is …

Impunity leads to more murders,
Unesco warns
11 comments • 18 hours ago

Avatarr jones — Grazzi Joseph talli ghamiltna l-
aqwa fl-Ewropa.

ALSO ON TIMES OF MALTA

 • Edit •

storage system for the island. As far as I know Malta only has a 3-day
fresh water storage in case of major disasters. The tanks can prolong
this storage capacity a few more days.
△ ▽

 • Reply •

Denise Vella • 8 hours ago

Agree. And also they are so UGLY.
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

C. Magro  • 5 hours ago> Denise Vella

True but at least they r supposed to be environmently friendly...better than
dumb satellite dishes.
△ ▽

−

 • Edit •

Charles Yousif  • a minute ago> Denise Vella

Hold on, this is waiting to be approved by Times of Malta.

Integrated solar heaters may not be as ugly.
△ ▽

−
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 • Reply •

Jimmy Ventura • 7 hours ago

Maintenance on these products is expensive.
△ ▽

−

 • Edit •

Charles Yousif  • in a few seconds> Jimmy Ventura

Hold on, this is waiting to be approved by Times of Malta.

This is relative. The average routine maintenance once every 2 years does
not normally exceed 50 Euro (i.e. 1 Euro every month)
△ ▽

−

 • Reply •

R. Azzopardi • 5 hours ago

I have a solar water heater for the plain and simple reason that it came with the
house. Financially it doesn't make sense, although it does ecologically. Let's take
the financial aspect (mine is the older type which cannot be controlled in any way -
the newer ones are much more efficient as you can control when they refill and by
how much, thus reducing heat loss). At the time my unit was fitted, a solar water
heater cost 8 times more than an electric one. Mine's 18 years old now. Let's say
that in that period, I would have gone through 4 electric water heaters. I would still
be much cheaper to purchase 4 electric water heaters. Secondly, an electric water
heater needs very little maintenance. Many times, it needs to be replaced before
any maintenance is carried out. A solar water heater needs an annual service to the
tune of about 60 euro if nothing goes wrong with it - a sacrificial zinc anode and a
rubber gasket are replaced (I do mine myself and it costs about 26 euro). That alone
nullifies the electricity savings. Whenever I need to heat my solar water heater using
electricity, one unit is sufficient. One unit costs about 15 cents if memory serves me
correctly. to consume 60 euros worth of electricity (the cost of an annual service),
that equates to 400 units. I don't think an electric water heater uses that much
electricity in a year (if used wisely). Ergo, it's plainly not worth the extra expense to
install a solar water heater. Now this is just my calculation using costs that were
actual at the time that my unit was purchased. I have no idea how much a modern
solar water heater costs at present.
△ ▽

−
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