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EXAMINERS’ REPORT

Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of the candidates’ grades for the May 2017 Advanced Level
Religious Knowledge Examination.

Table1:

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 2 13 22 18 15 11 10 91

% OF TOTAL 2.2 14.3 24.2 19.8 16.5 12.1 11.0 100

Paper 1 - The Scriptures and the Creed

Section A: The Christian Bible

1. In what sense is the New Testament a fulfilment of the Old Testament?

This was the most answered question out of six. 66 candidates chose to respond to this question.
Most essays were out of point. Reference to the Genesis story or the creation narrative was
unnecessary. There was hardly any reference or explanation of the concept of covenant(s).
Candidates had to explain the meaning of the Christian terms “Old Testament” and “New
Testament”. The majority of the candidates were not clear that there are two options: one of
distinction (that the Old Testament has nothing to do with the New Testament or Christianity) and
one of continuity. The latter holds that although there are (two) different testaments, nonetheless
there is continuity. More on this subject can be found in the set texts (indicated in the Syllabus).

2. What was the mission of the prophets?

This was the third preferred question, being answered by 44 candidates. Nonetheless, only 13
answered it in a sufficient manner. Most answers were generic and there was scant reference to
prophets in the Bible to corroborate their argument. The distinction between a passive and an
active meaning of the Hebrew word for prophet (nābî’) as the “one who has been called” and “one
who calls” was appropriate. The candidates were required to refer to the divine inspiration, the
plan of salvation, and the audience (the people). Just a handful explained that the mission of the
pre-exilic prophets was related to God, Israel, the promise between God and Israel, and the
future; whereas the post-exilic prophets sought to instil hope, to call to repentance, to make
oracles about foreign nations and to warn people about God’s judgement (the eschatology
realities).

3. In the Gospel of John, we encounter Jesus who engages in dialogue with various
persons. Discuss the relevance of ONE such dialogue.

This was the least chosen question, being answered by just 6 candidates. The candidates were
too generic in their response. Although they did refer to a particular dialogue, most were unable to
explain it profoundly. In that case, the relevance of such dialogue was not made clear. This
question required the candidates to identify and reflect on the dialogue format (the “question and
answer” style), on the fact that the questioner does not participate in the conversation as a true
discussant, but is limited to the role of “student” who asks questions and is often “amazed” or
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“astonished” at the wise response of the “teacher” as well as on the conversion of the disciple to
Jesus.

Section B – The Creed

1. What is Revelation? Explain THREE models of Revelation.

This question was answered by 25 candidates. This was one of the least chosen questions.
Although generally speaking some answers were right, it was clear that the candidates do not
understand the meaning of Revelation. This is serious when one realises that religion is based on
this reality (i.e. that Revelation is God’s self-disclosure to humanity). Candidates who made use
of one of the set texts indicated in the Syllabus were correct and straight to the point. Revelation
can be understood and interpreted as doctrine, presence, experience or history. These are
different models that help the candidate or the seeker to understand Revelation as a loving and
totally gratuitous invitation by God to engage in a dialogue of friendship.

2. Faith (a) is “a gift from God”, (b) is “certain”, (c) “seeks understanding”, (d) is “not
opposed to science”, (e) is “necessary for salvation” and (f) is “the beginning of eternal
life”. Discuss FOUR of these characteristics.

This was the second most chosen question, being answered by 59 candidates. This question
sought to examine the candidates’ knowledge of the virtue of faith. Most answers were practical
and based on experience. What was required from the candidates, however, was to speak of faith
as a reality that involves God and humanity. Just a handful explained faith as a gift of God in
terms of an infused supernatural virtue or God’s grace that moves the heart. Faith is certain as far
as it is founded on the very word of God who cannot lie (or betray himself). Most candidates gave
a correct answer when explaining faith in terms of understanding and its non-opposition to
science. Furthermore, it should be made clear that the necessity of faith for salvation means that
without faith it is impossible to please God. Lastly, faith as “the beginning of eternal life” refers to
the reality when humans shall see God “face to face”.

3. Jesus presents his death as part of the mystery of God’s plan for salvation. He is (a) the
“suffering servant”, (b) the “Paschal lamb” and (c) the “ransom for many”. Elaborate.

This was answered by 43 candidates. Candidates have demonstrated a basic knowledge of the
death of Jesus. The scriptural and dogmatic dimensions were often marginal in the candidates’
answers. This question tested the candidates on their knowledge of Jesus as the “suffering
servant” that is on this Jesus’ redemptive death that fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy (of the suffering
Servant). Moreover, Jesus as the “Paschal Lamb” expresses Christ’s whole life in terms of
mission to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. In explaining Jesus as the “ransom for
many”, candidates were required to explain that Jesus’ death would free humanity from the
slavery of sin.
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Paper 2 – Liturgy and Christian Morality

Section A – Liturgy and the Sacraments

1. How is Sunday worship related to everyday life?

This question was answered with emphasis on the primordial standing of Sunday worship,
particularly through the celebration of the Eucharist and the Church gathering, together with the
memorial of the resurrection of Jesus. The meaning of Sunday included mainly that this is the
Day of the Lord, the Day of the Eucharist and the Day of Rest and Family, and some mentioned
as well the need to be charitable towards others, especially those in need. Yet few references
were made regarding it inspiring the Christians in their concern for the poor and even more the
environment, the economy, and refugees and society as such. The biblical references were quite
good.

2. Explain the significance and importance of the sacrament of Baptism.

This question turned out to be the most answered question. Figures of the Sacrament of Baptism
in the Old and New Testament were rather to the point, with special reference to the events of the
Red Sea and the river Jordan with John the Baptist. Many candidates commented on the rite of
Baptism and its liturgical symbols and gestures (such as water, garment, and Easter candle) and
the grace of forgiveness of sins (not merely original sin only) and the incorporation into the
Church. No one mentioned the sacramental bond of the unity of Christians, but some were keen
to explain the new creature created in a Christ-like fashion in baptism. Few mentioned as well the
ordinary and extraordinary ministers of this sacrament. Very few considered also the three-fold
office of prophet, priest and king.

3. “The liturgy invites us to a journey of conversion and penance” (Pope Francis).
Elaborate.

The journey of conversion and penance envisaged in the liturgy lead many candidates to explain
and comment on the privileged place of the sacrament of reconciliation in particular and the other
sacrament of healing, namely that of the sacrament of the sick. Some dedicated their answer
nearly entirely to the liturgical calendar in general. Only a handful gave a definition or description
of the liturgy. And fewer made reference to any magisterial document, even the most recent ones.
But some candidates mentioned not only the Eucharist or the Liturgy of the Word of God, but also
the Liturgy of the Hours and its place in the life of the Church. In the replies more emphasis was
given to conversion rather than penance.
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Section B – Christian Morality

1. “You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of
Egypt” (Ex 22:21). Explain this moral imperative with reference to our call to recognize and
welcome the Lord Jesus among the smallest and most vulnerable, including migrants and
refugees.

Many a candidate answered this question by underlining the Golden Rule and the remembrance
of Israel being a stranger in one time or other of its history. The welcoming spirit was illustrated by
its Christian reference to welcome others as their neighbour in Christ, while others emphasized
nearly exclusively the humanitarian belief of being one big human family. Many mentioned the
duty towards migrants and refugees as a Christian duty, but only a few dwelt on it at length and
provided good teachings and beliefs in this regard. The social conscience of the candidates is
quite alive and well balanced.

2. “I thank God that many families, which are far from considering themselves perfect, live
in love, fulfil their calling and keep moving forward, even if they fall many times along the
way”. (Pope Francis in Amoris Laetitia). Discuss the way in which Pope Francis is looking
at the efforts that many families are making to live their Christian vocation.

Perhaps this was the question that was tackled least correctly. Many emphasized the charismatic
figure of Pope Francis and his incessant love and preferential option towards the poor, in the
many facets of the term. Others seemed to limit their reply to render their approval to the words in
the quote referring to the many difficulties the present day family has to face, but stopped there.
The Magisterium of the Church in general was quoted extensively. The witness of families,
though being imperfect at the same time, was rather missing. Different challenges of the families
mentioned by the Holy Father were included, but practically no one included the non-commitment
culture, with some allusion to the social and economic challenges it faces in our time.

3. Our failure to care for creation disturbs our relationship with ourselves, with others,
with God and with the world. Discuss.

The care of creation dealt with in the last question proved to show the ever-growing awareness of
today’s Christians regarding creation in God’s plan, although at times two or maybe three
dimensions only were discussed, mainly our relation with nature and God, and in that order. The
impact on our relationship with ourselves (lifestyle, eating choices, health, new way of living) and
with others (poverty, fragility of the planet, requirement of new economy, etc.) were not tackled so
much, but the common heritage and sustainable development were the main concerns of the
candidates. Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ was referred to by a good number of candidates. On the
whole, the replies provided were good.
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