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It was 1959, when large scale comparative international assessments of students’ learning 
outcomes started. Ever since, the number, the magnitude and the coverage of these studies 
has grown enormously. Finland's success in one of these studies, namely in OECD PISA, has 
raised international interest towards Finnish education system and the society as whole. 
Finland has not only hosted tens of thousands of so-called PISA ‘tourists’, including teachers, 
education policy makers and journalists from all over the world. It also started, little by little, 
this education export business in an attempt to sell best Finnish practices and education 
know- how to other countries. This is very true also when education evaluation practices are 
concerned. 

In my speech, the focus will be on evaluation of education. Firstly, I will discuss the 
fundamentals of evaluation, answering the questions like: What should be evaluated?  Why 
should these things be evaluated and how? Who should carry out these evaluations and when 
should evaluations take place? 

 Evaluation practices have a more pragmatic side. Based today’s trending slogan of evidence-
based decision making and unlimited information needs, the number of internal and external 
evaluations of students and schools will grow so large, that they end up stealing time from 
‘normal’ teaching and learning  and everyday school work. In Finland, for instance, we have 
more than 50 internal evaluations during school year (eight months).   I argue that it is very 
important to make a distinction between the kind of evaluations taking place; whether one is 
working on evaluations of learning, or if evaluations should consider the learning situations. 

I will take up the socio-cultural background of Finland to explore the workings of the Finnish 
education evaluation system works; all the way from the national level to school, teacher and 
student level. Since the conference is about the innovations in teaching and teacher 
education, a Finnish classroom teacher’s pragmatic evaluation work will be demonstrated. 

In the last part of my speech the focus will be on the dynamics of exporting the best education 
evaluation practices from one country to another. I will share my own experiences about the 
challenges and success stories of adopting external and internal evaluation practices in 
various countries.  These stories aim to inspire participants to reflect their own evaluation 
practices and continue the discussion on: What is good in existing practices, what should be 
changed and how these changes could take place? 

 


