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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

In this session’s edition of the examination, 68 candidates applied for the examination, and 12 applicants 

were absent.  

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 7 7 20 12 6 4 12 68 

% OF TOTAL 10.3 10.3 29.4 17.6 8.8 5.9 17.6 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate History,  First session 2019 

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

The paper is made up of four compulsory questions carrying an equal number of marks.  It tests knowledge 

of Maltese and European History within the chronological parameters set by the syllabus, which sets 

questions according to the stated main historical themes.  Candidates need to acquire the right set of skills 

to do the exam. Essay writing skills are essential for Section A which is made up of essay questions. 

Furthermore, analytical reading and writing skills are essential to tackle the document questions in Section 

B. 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER  

Section A 

Question 1  

This question offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of Maltese history within the theme of 

‘Fortress Politics and Economics, 1800-1921’. The most popular choice was question 1 (c). Question 1 (a) 

tested knowledge of Maltese constitutional development in the nineteenth century. The majority of 

candidates answering this question showed good familiarity with the facts and timeline of constitutional 

history. Answers to question 1 (b) about the emergence of Maltese political parties and the issues dividing 

them, showed good factual groundwork. As noted in the past, several candidates tend to answer part of the 

question without ensuring they have addressed the whole. Some answers left the second part of the 

question out. Question 1 (c), answered by the majority of students, tested knowledge of Malta’s economic 

performance in time of war and peace in the Mediterranean. Candidates generally showed a good grasp of 

the subject.  

 

Question 2  

This question offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of European history within the theme 

of ‘Revolutions and Nationalism in Europe, 1800-1921’.   Relatively similar numbers of candidates answered 

question 2 (b) and question 2 (c), while few candidates chose 2 (a).  Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the 

July Monarchy, by asking why a revolution brought it about and another one ended it.  The majority of 

candidates answering this question showed good factual knowledge. Question 2 (b) offered a statement on 

Italian unification, inviting candidates to consider factors other than nationalism in its achievement.  Answers 

generally showed good familiarity with events, and the majority of respondents addressed the question well 

on the issue of foreign help. Question 2 (c) on the extent of Germany’s responsibility for World War I, was 

answered relatively well by a good number of respondents. The majority of answers focused on the system 

of international alliances and alignments which had developed since German unification. 
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Section B 

Question 3 (a) 

 This question offered a choice between two text-based questions. Question 3 (b) was chosen by most 

candidates. Question 3 (a), based on a despatch of the Secretary of State for the Colonies Cardwell to the 

Governor of Malta in 1864, formulating the so-called ‘Cardwell principle’, tested knowledge of Malta 

constitutional development. The instruction received by the administration in Malta, particularly with 

reference to voting money against the wishes of the elected members of the council, was an important 

benchmark. Candidates answering this question were to explain the reasons leading the Secretary of State 

to write this despatch (i), and explain the form of the Council (ii). Moreover, they were to comment on 

Cardwell’s principle (iii) and write on the changes in Maltese political life in the late nineteenth century (v). 

Few students attempted this question. 

Question 3 (b) 

 This question was based on an extract from the diary of W.H. Russell who was in Malta in 1854 during the 

Crimean War. This question was chosen by most candidates. It is significant that a document question 

drawing on knowledge of economic history was preferred to one relating to constitutional history. 

Candidates were to describe the international events leading to the activities in Malta referred to in the 

author’s account (i), and use the extract to assess the local impact of the war (ii). Moreover, they were asked 

questions about local employment (iii), and the strategic role played by the island (iv). The final question 

asked about later events impacting Malta’s economy (v).  A number of candidates found this question 

somewhat challenging.  

Question 4 (a) 

This question offered a choice between two other text-based questions. Most students answered question 

(a), which was based on the Declaration of the Rights of Man issued by the French National Assembly in 

1789. Candidates were to highlight the main causes of the French Revolution (i), and explain briefly the 

significance of this Declaration (ii). Moreover, they were asked to explain the famous statement that ‘Men 

are born and remain free and equal in rights’ (iii), and to comment on the assertion that all sovereignty 

‘resides...in the nation’ (iv).  The majority of answers showed a good familiarity with the facts. A number of 

candidates found the statement in (iv) somewhat challenging, and did not connect this to the emergence of 

modern parliamentary democracy. Question (v), on the extent to which the French Revolution abided by the 

principles stated in the Declaration, was answered well by a good number of candidates. 

Question 4 (b),  

This question was based on an extract from an American newspaper report of 1878, relating to the Treaty 

of San Stefano and the Congress of Berlin, was attempted by very few students. Candidates were to explain 

Russian interest in the Ottoman empire (i), and write a note on the ‘Turco-Russian war’ (ii). Moreover, they 

were to list the main features of the Treaty of San Stefano (iii), and explain how the Congress of Berlin 

handled conflicting European interests (iv). The final question related to the author’s assertion that Turkey 

had now become ‘an English dependency’ (v).  
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D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

The examiners note that candidates generally need to practice more to acquire the correct set of skills 

required to tackle the questions in both sections. These include good essay writing skills, as well as the right 

analytical skills for document questions.  Candidates are encouraged to invest in their written English 

proficiency, which affects their understanding and communication. 
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