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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

 

The Art SEC examination is designed to assess the candidate’s intuitive and reasoning capacities, along with 

their creativity and artistic skills which lead to the expression process. This initiates through individual 

development, the initial stimulus, and process all the way through to the final realization of the created form.  

The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Art was 594, which is 10 candidates more than in 

2018. This confirms a trend of increasing candidate registrations for this subject. Of these registrations, 404 

opted for Paper IIA and 190 opted for Paper IIB.  

 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the 2019 Main session of the examination 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 10 54 92 87 77     77 7 404 

PAPER B       15 21 43 36 51 24 190 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 10 54 92 102 98 43 36 128 31 594 

% OF TOTAL 1.68 9.09 15.49 17.17 16.50 7.24 6.06 21.55 5.22 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Art 2019 Main Session 

 

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on Coursework and Project  

 
The Coursework/Project contains 20% of the final mark. 

The examiners moderated a total of 109 Coursework and projects in 7 state, church and private schools. In 

addition, 94 projects were corrected, and individual candidates were called for an interview. 

The following remarks reflect comments made about the Coursework: 

The Coursework should provide the candidates with the opportunity to research, develop, and express ideas 

in a variety of ways, within the context of a planned sequence of experiences. The Coursework and projects 

were duly submitted in two separate folders. However, in some cases, both in the Coursework and the Final 

Project the actual filing of the work lacked any sequential or other clear logical order.  

It should also be stressed that the folders should not carry the student`s name. Only the candidates’ index 

number should be written and in the case of the Final Project, the theme chosen should be clearly stated on 

the front cover. 

The work presented consisted mainly of still-life from observation and imaginative work. In general, there 

was little investigation, documentation, and development of any given theme. Several mediums were used 

in a positive way. 

The Coursework consisted of several separate works, thus, there is space for improvement so that the 

learning and creative process in both the Coursework and Final Project is more clearly visible. It was noted 
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that a recurring practice was that several candidates copied the same downloaded or photocopied 

secondary source; this is not acceptable at this level. Most folders lacked to show proper investigation and 

documentation; the inclusion of a mind-web should help to stimulate candidates in this concern. There was 

also room for improvement in the way candidates related to artists and the history of art in their work.  

In some cases, the creative process of investigation and development of work were presented along with 

the final work. The work presented was of an adequate to good quality for SEC level and in general reflected 

good practice throughout the course of study. The marks given to the candidates verged on the generous 

side, but they were fair and reflect the candidates’ achievement. 

 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I: Work from observation  

 

This paper seeks to assess whether the candidate can work from observation and render the still life in pencil 

or in other media. There were candidates who presented a mature understanding of linear perspective in 

their drawing. Most candidates managed to position the objects according to the original composition.  

Candidates studied the effect of light on the surface of the objects and the textures of; the plastic ball, the 

bread roll, the carton box and the fabric. Most candidates’ emphasis was on the coarse striking surface of 

the matchbox edge. The candidates experimented with a variety of media to achieve the natural effect of 

the object. Most drawings were done in pencil monochrome, and a few in polychrome using pencil colours, 

oil pastels and acrylic. 

The quality of the artwork presented in this paper was overall of a good or discrete standard especially when 

depicting tonal and chromatic values. There was a poor interpretation of some textures mostly in the analysis 

and drawing of fabric and the bread roll.  It is more challenging for candidates to execute a work of art from 

observation in full colour rather than in a monochrome medium by using, for instance, pencil as a medium. 

This component requires candidates’ compositions to include all the objects set before them and not a close-

up of part of the objects. 

Few candidates had left out some objects, leaving an incomplete composition. Some candidates did not 

handle the use of perspective of the objects and the use of the media control, and eventually the drawing 

was poor.  

There was a discrepancy between the high marks given for the Coursework/project and the ability of the 

candidates to produce a proper artwork.  

In general, the level of observation and interpretation was good. There was a poor interpretation of the 

texture mostly in drawing the fabric and the bread roll.  In general, there was an improvement in the use of 

colour and technique.   

Paper I: Human figure drawing  

A few candidates chose to tackle the human figure as an option. The majority of these, had a good level of 

observation, detail and proportion. Very few candidates showed a poor ability of effective rendering of the 
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human figure. It was evident that most candidates produced a well-balanced and organised composition 

including good and effective use of medium. Few submissions showed a limited knowledge of their chosen 

medium and a lack of aesthetic understanding. Some candidates failed to give a good interpretation of the 

pose of the model and the execution was very poor. A common issue in this paper was the lack of proportions 

of the human body and the use of space on the paper. It is evident that these candidates need to prepare 

themselves more rigorously in the study of the human figure. Black pencil on white paper was the 

candidates’ favoured choice. However, the use of chalk pastels, charcoal on different paper was a positive 

change towards a personal and expressive approach.  

Paper IIA and Paper IIB 

In this paper candidates should research and investigate the given themes and be able to develop and refine 

a personal response to the given stimulus, through composition, refinement of ideas and completion in a 

final work.  

When analysing the candidates’ drawings, it was noticed that some of the preparatory sketches were not 

created by the candidates themselves. For preparatory sketches printouts are not accepted. Candidates are 

advised not to reproduce the exact image of the preparatory work. Candidates are not encouraged to use 

thick acrylic paint since it is not a quick-drying medium and therefore it sticks to the other papers. 

In paper two, candidates are advised to write down the question number on the final drawing, otherwise 

they will be penalised. Few candidates produced an original composition, totally different from their 

preparatory sketches. Candidates who delivered a good quality artwork revealed substantial visual research 

in which observations, experiences and ideas were recorded in different, appropriate and skilful ways. Their 

attainment revealed certain ability to observe, select, interpret and understand. 

 

Paper IIA:  

 

1. A construction site  

Many candidates chose to answer this question. Most of the candidates’ perception of a building site was 

an excavated space enclosed between two existing buildings. An urban and chaotic environment was 

predominantly repeated. The compositions represented tower cranes, cement mixers, trucks and bricks.  

There were few candidates who included builders in their composition. The perspective and use of media 

was adequate.  

2. The church parvis (Iz-zuntier)  

The overall interpretation of the theme was; an empty village square.  Baroque churches and village centres 

were the common interpretation of the theme. Candidates tried to avoid including the human figure, 

therefore the compositions were deserted urban spaces.  

3. Falling leaves  

This question was the most popular with the candidates. The candidates’ composition and interpretation 

were essentially common consisting in large sugar maple leaves scattered on the A3 paper. What differed 

was the background and the amount of leaves on the ground. In some cases, the composition represents an 
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avenue in perspective with falling leaves. The palette was correct and a variety of warm colours in the leaves 

enhanced the overall idea. In general, a common interpretation was represented.  

4. Picnic in autumn  

The majority of the candidates depicted a space in the countryside with a tree at the side. The main emphasis 

was on the mat and the picnic accessories such as the wicker basket, plates and glasses. Most candidates 

avoided to draw the human figure, therefore the composition was a lifeless countryside. On the other hand, 

some attempts demonstrated a good knowledge of composition, colour balance and technique.  

5. Meeting friends  

Candidates attempted this question by giving different interpretations, meeting friends in different contexts.  

The challenge was to include the human figure and to give the correct gestures for the occasion. Some 

interpretations were adequate but the need to practice the human figure was evident. 

6. A surprise party  

This was another question in which candidates avoided to include persons in their composition.  A common 

composition depicted persons around a table enjoying the cutting of the cake. Some cartoonish 

interpretation of the theme presented a good quality art work.  

 

Paper IIB:  

1. Winding streets  

Most candidates interpreted this title by depicting Mdina’s narrow streets. Others created a composition of 

imaginative streets or streets from their memory. A realistic colour of stone and other architectural details 

was included. A good exercise in perspective was evidenced, in some cases it was more elaborated.  

2. A new housing development  

This was another popular question. Most candidates’ emphasis was on the excavated space to be built. The 

drawings include tower cranes, cement mixer trucks and bricks to be used. Predominantly the perspective 

was adequate.  

3. A perfect blossoming garden  

The majority of the candidates gave more attention to the pattern of the garden. A symmetrical composition 

was common. In some cases, the attention was on the blossoming of the flowers which rendered a vivid and 

colourful artwork.  

4. Flowering cliffs  

There was a common interpretation and composition of this title. Many candidates drew a profile of cliffs 

with blossoming flowers on one side and on the rest of the paper, a serene seascape. It was a very 

straightforward composition for such a title.   

5. A heated discussion  

Very few candidates answered this question. The theme demanded a good knowledge of the human figure, 

gestures and facial expression. The candidates’ interpretation of the theme was not expressive. Therefore, 

the interpretation was poor.  
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6. Home alone  

This was another popular theme; candidates presented different interpretations of it. To mention some: a 

person on a sofa, watching a TV program, a person in his or her room.  A very interesting composition 

represented an exterior wall of a house with a large window in the centre, inside the window one could see 

a person alone on a sofa.   

Most candidates showed their research and investigation on the given theme and their ability to develop 
and refine a personal interpretation, composition, refinement and completion of the artwork. The most 
significant imaginative works proved the candidates’ ability to interpret a stimulus by using the principles 
and elements of Art to obtain an aesthetic feature which presented the mood, meaning and feeling of the 
art composition. A very expressive art work was created in some cases. 
 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 

Candidates’ performance and outcomes achieved at ordinary level are generally in line with candidates’ 

achievements in recent years. Candidates need training to approach the principles and elements of Art in a 

holistic manner. It is recommended that the art learning process is not based on cartoons/graphical 

interpretation of observation only. Candidates should be encouraged to create work in response to their 

own experiences, emotions and feelings as well as the imaginative world of fables and myths. The creative 

process is imperative in the learning of art, nevertheless it is also advisable to practice and interpret the 

world around us and to produce a representative work from observation. Candidates who attained good 

marks were those who managed to express visually, their experiences and contextual encounters.  

 
Chairperson 
Examination Panel 2019  


