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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Home Economics was 549, which is 11 candidates 

less than in 2018. Of these registrations, 336 opted for Paper IIA and 213 opted for Paper IIB.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Main 2019 session of the examination 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 24 90 101 55 27   - 38 1 336 

PAPER B - - - 33 45 52 37 36 10 213 

TOTAL 24 90 101 88 72 52 37 74 11 549 

% OF TOTAL 4.4 16.4 18.4 16.0 13.1 9.5 6.7 13.5 2.0 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Home Economics 2019 Main Session  

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on Coursework 

The examiners moderated a total of 113 coursework in 9 state, church and private schools. In addition, 2 

projects submitted by private candidates were corrected, and private candidates were called for an 

interview. 

The following remarks reflect comments made by the moderators: 

1. The majority of moderated investigations were well planned, providing table of contents, a division into 

chapters, illustrations with captions and a bibliography. 

2. Some candidates researched their topic really well and this was done from various sources available to 

them. 

3. Investigative techniques were varied and clearly showed the different stages such as the aims, 

preparation, analysis and conclusion. 

4. Most candidates were coherent and excelled in investigation presentation skills. 

General Remarks on the Written Examination 

Whilst the general performance of candidates was good, candidates still lack detail in their knowledge and 

understanding of various topics. Some of whom seem to skim through topics and do not delve deeper in the 

subject. 

Many candidates do not answer the question in full thus losing valuable marks. Some responses given 

indicate a lack of proper understanding of what is being asked in the question with the consequnce of giving 

wrong answers. Also, questions which request an explanation, for e.g. of a concept, cannot be answered 

with one phrase. 

At times it could be noted that candidates do not have a good command of English with the consequence of 

writing poorly constructed sentences which are difficult to understand. 

 



Examiners’ Report (2019): SEC Home Economics 

Page 3 of 11 
 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I 

Question 1 – Food Safety 

Most of the candidates gave relevant answers in this part of the question and identified four appropriate 

conditions needed for bacteria to grow. The majority of the candidates gave appropriate answers. These 

included buying fresh ingredients, checking the date mark on the packaging and ways how to prevent cross-

contamination. 

The majority wrote correct answers on how to prevent food poisoning. Most candidates made reference to 

using separate equipment in order to avoid contamination, the importance of washing hands and the 

equipment thoroughly after use and washing of vegetables. A good number of candidates were not able to 

define the term ‘piping hot’ correctly. In fact, only a few highlighted that bacteria will be killed at 72°C or 

higher. 

Question 2 – Dietary Guidelines 

The majority of the candidates demonstrated good knowledge in this question. However, it could be noted 

that a good number of candidates incorrectly ticked salmon, nuts and olive oil. A few even ticked less or 

more than 4 answers. A significant percentage of candidates were able to identify two consequences of a 

diet high in saturated fats. The most common answers were obesity, Coronary Heart Disease and high levels 

of bad cholesterol. Although this was a fairly easy question, some candidates still did not manage to suggest 

three ways on how to eat less saturated fat. Instead of practical examples, some candidates just stated 

‘include unsaturated fat’. It was also noted that some answers provided were irrelevant.  

Most candidates performed well when stating healthy cooking methods and gave correct answers. Only a 

few incorrectly stated the importance of exercise in our life. Full marks were rarely awarded for ways of 

increasing fibre, as most candidates only mentioned wholemeal rice/pasta and wholemeal flour. Some 

candidates listed wholemeal rice and wholemeal pasta as two separate answers. However, only one mark 

was allocated. Others, incorrectly listed polyunsaturated margarine and brown sugar. 

Question 3 – Packed Lunches 

This question did not pose any difficulty to the majority of the candidates and appropriate reasons for taking 

healthy packed lunches to school were frequently suggested. Most of the candidates made reference to a 

healthy lifestyle, encouraging healthy eating habits, reducing the risk of diseases and to providing energy to 

concentrate at school. Most of the candidates gave relevant answers to suitable foods for packed lunches. 

The most common correct answers were wraps with a variety of healthy fillings, salads, fruit and cold rice or 

pasta. Although appropriate factors when choosing packed lunches were provided, only a few candidates 

managed to obtain maximum marks for this part of the question. A re-usable plastic lunchbox was identified 

by the majority of candidates for an environmental friendly packaging. However, a good number of 

candidates incorrectly listed plastic containers, plastic bags and aluminium foil. 

Question 4 - Cereals 

Most candidates performed poorly in this question and the appropriate definition of the term staple food 

was rarely given. Also, a good number of candidates did not attempt this part of the question. The majority 

made the correct choice of breakfast cereal and provided three valid answers for their choice. Most of the 
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candidates gave relevant answers and listed correct rice dishes. It could be noted that a few candidates 

incorrectly listed a meal where protein such as meat or chicken was the main ingredient, and rice was only 

used as an accompaniment. Others also listed rice cakes but these are not considered as a main meal. Few 

candidates got full marks for reasons why wholegrain rice is a better choice than white rice. The majority 

only made reference to the fibre content. Some candidates simply stated that wholemeal rice is healthier 

without providing an appropriate reason. 

Question 5 – Eggs  

Full marks were rarely awarded for this question. A good number of candidates listed ‘vitamins’ and 

‘minerals’ without being specific. Fibre and carbohydrates were common incorrect answers. Some 

candidates were able to correctly label the three different parts and gained maximum marks allocated, while 

others gave incorrect answers. Some responses confused the yolk with the germinal disk while different 

names were given for the Chalazae. A good number of candidates outlined that the shell acts as a protective 

coating. Only a few stated that the shell is covered in tiny holes which let gases and water pass through the 

shell. Full marks were rarely awarded for the uses of eggs as most candidates did not manage to list four 

different uses and four different appropriate dishes. Also, a significant number of candidates did not 

understand this question and thus did not demonstrate good knowledge. At times, candidates incorrectly 

listed different cooking methods of eggs. While the majority of candidates stated that eggs should be stored 

in the refrigerator, only a few responses included a safe preparation method. Some incorrect answers 

included that the eggs should be washed before use.  

Question 6 - Calcium 

Most candidates managed to identify two correct functions of calcium in the human body however not all 

candidates managed to name vitamin D as the vitamin which helps the body to absorb calcium. The majority 

of the candidates were able to list three food sources of calcium however, a good percentage failed to list 

three correct food sources of vitamin D. Some candidates were able to name the non-food sources of this 

vitamin, however, some incorrect answers were given indicating that candidates may have not understood 

the question. A significant number of candidates gave a broad answer by just listing ‘weak bones’ without 

specifically identifying the deficiency disease in childhood and adulthood. Factors that increase the risk of 

the disease proved to be the most difficult for a good percentage of the candidates to answer. Most often, 

they explained the health effects of developing osteoporosis rather than the factors that increase the risk of 

developing this disease. Others gave wrong answers.  

Question 7 – Food Intolerence 

While a good percentage of candidates managed to identify foods which cause food intolerance, there were 

others who struggled to identify such foods or did not manage to get four correct answers. Most candidates 

were able to list cereals that people with coeliac disease are unable to eat. However, some responses 

included other ingredients indicating that the candidates did not understand the question. Most candidates 

failed to explain the symptoms that people of coeliac disease suffer from. Most candidates correctly named 

the protein which people with coeliac diasease lack. The majority of candidates were able to plan a meal for 

a person with coeliac disease correctly and hence gained full marks for this part of the question. 
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Question 8 – Food Additives 

The majority of candidates named the food additives listed in the given ingredients list correctly however, a 

significant number of candidates failed to identify the correct function. The majority of candidates gave 

correct reasons for the use of additives in food products. The performance for the definition of the E-number 

varied. Some candidates were able to define the E-number while others gave irrelevant answers. A good 

number of candidates scored highly on the importance of listing all additives used in food products.  

Question 9 – Yeast 

Not all candidates identified yeast as the raising agent used in bread making. Only a few candidates achieved 

full marks for the by-products of yeast during fermentation. Some only managed to identify just one correct 

answer. The majority of candidates did not suggest a suitable type of flour for bread making, which then led 

to an incorrect reason for choice. A good percentage of candidates managed to name warmth, moisture, 

food/sugar or time as three conditions necessary for the bread dough to rise. The performance of candidates 

for suggesting savoury and sweet dishes varied. Some irrelevant answers were given. Not all responses 

included the required four dishes and either suggested the same dish with a slight variation especially when 

it came to savoury ones or answered incorrectly. A significant percentage of candidates did not suggest five 

ingredients which could be added to the bread dough to make it healthier.  

Question 10 – Food Packaging 

On the whole the question about the reasons why food packaging is important did not pose any difficulties 

to nearly all candidates. Varied valid reasons highlighting the importance of food packaging were given. Full 

marks were most often awarded for advantages and disadvantages of using glass as packaging. Most 

candidates stated two correct food products that are sold in glass jars, however some candidates mentioned 

food products that are sold in glass bottles rather than a glass jar. The performance for suggesting measures 

that consumers can put into practice in order to reduce the negative impact of food pacakaging on the 

environment varied.  

Paper IIA  

Question 1 – Organic Farming 

Very often candidates were able to briefly explain the term organic farming in part (a). When it came to 

stating two valid advantages of using organic vegetables when cooking, when compared to traditionally 

farmed ones, most candidates were able to give at least one valid advantage whilst others found difficulty 

in stating two valid advantages in part (b). The most common advantage candidates stated was that organic 

vegetables are more natural since no artificial fertilisers and pesticides are used. In part (c), candidates were 

asked to identify two disadvantages of using organic farming from the farmer’s point of view and some 

candidates were able to identify valid disadvantages. In question (d), many candidates were able to correctly 

name the Euro Leaf symbol found on pre-packaged food. However, when it came to explaining the 

information this symbol passes to the consumer, performance was inadequate. In the last part of the 

question candidates were asked to state the abbreviation for GMO and most candidates were able to give a 

correct answer. In part e(ii), candidates were asked to state one benefit of choosing products that do not 

contain genetically modified ingredients. The most common benefit given was that non-GMO foods are 

produced in a natural way free from growth hormones and antibiotics. 
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Question 2 – Pregnancy & Breastfeeding 

The majority of the candidates did not find any difficulty in explaining the reason why folic acid is essential 

before and during the first twelve weeks of pregnancy in part (a). Also, most of the candidates were also 

able to suggest two valid foods that contain a high amount of folic acid. The most common suggestions given 

by candidates were green vegetables and citrus fruit. In question (b) candidates were asked to give a reason 

why an expectant mother is advised not to eat liver and liver products while pregnant. Only few candidates 

were able to give a valid answer whilst others wrongly stated these foods contain high amount of fat and 

should be avoided. On the other hand, the majority of candidates were able to identify two valid advantages 

inpart (c i) and disadvantages in part (c ii) of breastfeeding. The most common advantages were that it 

creates a bond and that breastfeeding contains all the nutrients needed by the baby. The most common 

disadvantages given by candidates were that it is tiring or demanding for the mother and that the mother 

may feel uncomfortable to breastfeed in public. Question (d) proved to be challenging to most candidates 

as mostly did not manage to correctly identify two social benefits which are entitled after having a baby. For 

part (e) the majority of candidates were able to outline two valid ways how a partner can involve himself in 

caring for their new baby mostly suggesting changing diapers or feeding the baby. A common mistake was 

when candidates wrote that a partner can help by cleaning the house or cooking food for the mother rather 

than suggesting ways how to be involved directly in caring for the new baby. 

Question 3 – Food labels 

Very often candidates were able to identify three pieces of information that the manufacturer must include 

on the food label in part (a), with the most common answers being the list of ingredients and nutritional 

label. However, a number of candidates were not awarded the marks because they wrote specific symbols 

or particular nutrients as an answer e.g. amount of fats. The majority of candidates answered that the two 

yoghurts presented were not expected to be the same in part (bi) with the main reason being that strawberry 

yoghurt is made from real strawberries while flavoured yoghurt is made with additives thus will not contain 

real fruit in part (bii). Only a few candidates answered this incorrectly, although there were some who were 

not specific on which yoghurt tub they were referring, so the answer could not be accepted. Many candidates 

chose correctly Tub A as the wiser choice in part (biii).  

The last part of this question required candidates to identify the advantages in part (ci) and disadvantages 

in part (cii) of shopping for food online. Many of the answers given were correct with the most common 

advantages being that you can stay at the comfort of your home and that one can shop at any time of the 

day. With regards to the disadvantages, the most common were that one may not be able to see the food 

label or know the expire date and that sometimes you are charged extra for delivery. Common incorrect 

disadvantages were that you are given expired items or that you are hacked and money gets stolen.  

Question 4 – Persons with special needs 

In general, candidates did quite well in this question. Unfortunately, the first part seemed to be a bit 

challenging for them since they could not give the full explanation of physical disability. Although many of 

them linked it with a limitation in the body functions, they did not mention mobility, dexterity or stamina in 

part (a). Many candidates were also able to identify correct ways how a son with special needs may affect 

his family in part (b), with the most common answers being that they might need to give him more attention, 
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there is more stress in the family and special equipment might be required. Some candidates were not 

awarded the mark for this question because they gave very similar answers in different boxes.  

Candidates were able to write various ways how the neighbour in part (ci) and the disabled child in part (cii) 

may be helped by Samuel, however, a mistake was noticed in a number of papers where candidates wrote 

ways how to help the disabled child in part (ci) thus they did not answer the two questions correctly. The 

most common answers for part (ci) were that Samuel can do some house chores and shopping in and for 

part (cii) that he can play and take the child for a walk. Some accepted answers were: washing the child and 

help him walk. In part (d), valid advantages and disadvantages for a disabled person to live on their own 

were given. The most common advantage was that he can be more responsible and independent while the 

most common disadvantage was that if something bad happens, there will be no one to help.  

Question 5 – Laundry 

This question posed some problems to a number of candidates and a lot of marks were lost throughout. Not 

all candidates were able to outline an advantage and a disadvantage for a top loader washing machine iin 

part (ai) and for a front loader washing machine in part (aii). Many answers were not accepted including 

answers related to price, water usage and electricity. The most common accepted answer was that the Top 

loader can hold more clothes and you can add more clothes during the wash (advantages), but you can’t put 

things on top (disadvantages), while the most common accepted answers for the front loader was that you 

have storage place on top of the machine (advantage), but you need to bend down to remove clothes 

(disadvantage). Responses for part (b) indicated that a number of candidates found it very difficult to identify 

a safety feature in a washing machine. Many of the answers were not related to safety, some mentioned the 

energy labels and others mentioned a safety precaution when using the machine e.g. keep the wire away 

from water. A few candidates mentioned correctly the child lock as a possible safety feature.  

Part (c) proved to be difficult and some candidates wrote that washing powder is mixed with water to 

remove stains or mentioned the process of enzymes, but the actual process of making the water ‘wetter’ to 

make it easier to break grease and dirt was not explained. A number of candidates were able to identify an 

important detergent to use during laundry in part (d) with the most common answer being synthetic 

detergent. Unfortunately, many candidates wrote a brand name of a specific product rather than a type of 

detergent. In part (e), the most common ingredients mentioned were enzymes and perfume, and a number 

of answers were not accepted, such as water and soap. Most of the explanation required in part (f) was 

correctly given especially for the function of perfume, however, not all candidates linked enzymes with the 

removal of protein stains.  

The most common answers for part (g) were that you can buy detergents in recycled packaging, refillable 

detergents and low lather detergents. A common mistake here was when mentioning the energy saving label 

and buying organic detergents. In part (h) candidates were required to apply more knowledge and give 

reasons for specific processes done during laundry. For most statements, candidates gave good or partially 

good answers although performance was poor when giving a reason why a water softener is added to the 

laundry. Most of the candidates left this part out or said that this is needed to make the clothes feel soft. 

Performance in part (hi) was good. The most common answers were that in a tumble drier the clothes dry 

much quicker but it may lead to a high electricity bill. The most common alternative method of drying clothes 

in part (j) was that of hanging them outside because it is free as it does not use electricity.  
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Question 6 – Child Development & Play 

Whilst overall candidates scored well in this question, in part (a) two valid reasons why playing is considered 

as an essential part of a child’s education and development were not always correctly given. The majority of 

candidates were able to mention four safety features that should be considered when choosing toys. The 

most common answers given by candidates were to check the safety mark, check that toys are free from 

lead paint, suitable for the child’s age and do not have sharp edges. Performance in part (c), in which 

candidates had to give three valid things that a child learns from using the toy suggested was good. Most of 

the candidates suggested that through the game suggested children learn the shapes, colours and counting. 

Performance in part (d) was satisfactory for the majority of the candidates. Answers for question (e) were 

mostly answered correctly by candidates as they were able to give valid accidents being prevented by using 

the gadgets suggested. Responses to the question (parts fi and fii) where candidates were asked to describe 

the first aid in different scenarios were poor. Answers for question (g) were mostly answered correctly by 

candidates as they were able to identify two valid ways how parents can help their young kids look after 

their teeth properly namely by brushing the teeth daily and encouraging kids to avoid sugary foods and 

drinks.  

In parts (di) and (dii), candidates were asked to explain why the picture of an electric kettle jug was suitable 

for use in an office and use by someone who has hearing difficulties. Some candidates managed to explain 

correctly their choice whilst others lost marks as they copied word by word the information given by the 

examiner and failed to explain properly their choice. With regards to naming the safety marks, some 

candidates gave a perfectly correct answer whilst others incorrectly answered this question.  

Questions 7 – Labour Saving Devices 

Candidates did quite well in the first part of this question. The majority managed to give the correct definition 

of labour saving devices in part (a). Many candidates also did well in identifying the correct name of the LSD 

in part (b), however, very common mistakes were noted. The microwave oven was referred to as 

‘microwave’ while a hand-held whisk was referred to as ‘whisk’. It is very important that candidates know 

the proper names of the LSD and not just the common word normally used in households. For most devices, 

the purpose was identified correctly and the same goes for the dish/beverage mentioned. A common 

mistake with the dish/beverage mentioned for the microwave was that candidates did not specify that the 

meal needs to be reheated so e.g. if they wrote ‘pasta Bolognese’ it could not be accepted as a correct 

answer. A few candidates erroneously wrote ‘dish’ or ‘beverages’ instead of giving examples of dishes and 

beverages. Very often candidates were able to identify one valid advantage and disadvantage of owning a 

food mixer in part (c i). The most common advantage mentioned by candidates was that a food mixer saves 

times as it can whisk, make dough, kneads pastry and mixes food amongst others. On the other hand, the 

most common disadvantages written by candidates were that a food mixer can be expensive to purchase or 

may take work space in the kitchen. The question that follows was poorly completed by a good number of 

candidates. Some candidates failed to give the proper name of the attachments whilst others did not state 

the proper use of the attachment provided in part (c ii). On the other hand, most candidates pointed out at 

least one valid safety rule when using a food mixer in part (c iii). The most common safety rule pointed out 

by candidates was to keep hands or fingers away from the mixer when using.  
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Paper IIB 

Question 1 – Organic Farming 

Performance in this question was poor by a good number of candidates. Many candidates failed to properly 

underline one correct definition of organic farming and instead wrongly underlined phrases from the 

different options given in part (a). Responses given by a good number of candidates in part (b) indicated 

difficulty in stating two valid advantages and disadvantages of using organic farming and traditional farming 

methods. A number of candidates were able to give the proper name of the symbol given in part (c i). 

However, when it came to explaining what the symbol mean for the consumer, most candidates found 

difficulty in explaining it in part (c ii). Most of the candidates answered part (c iii) correctly, stating that food 

products carrying the label given, tend to be more expensive. A good number of candidates were able to 

underline correctly the correct explanation for genetic modification in part (d). When answering part (e), 

some candidates gave a correct answer whilst others were completely off track.  

Question 2 – Pregnancy & Breastfeeding 

While the majority of candidates were able to identify three important dietary and lifestyle changes that a 

pregnant mother need to make, there were a good number of candidates performed poorly in part (a). The 

most common dietary and lifestyle changes mentioned by candidates were to quit smoking if the expectant 

mother smokes, to cut down alcoholic drinks and eat well cooked chicken, eggs and meat to reduce the risk 

of food poisoning. In question (2b), the majority of the candidates identified proper advantages and 

disadvantages of breastfeeding while there were a number of candidates who failed to provide correct 

answers. Part (c) was incorrectly answered by the majority of candidates. Responses given in parts (d) and 

(e) indicated that candidates also found difficulty in explaining what weaning is and when a baby should be 

weaned. A good number of candidates scored high in part (2f) as they managed to outline two valid ways 

how a partner can involve himself in caring for the new born. Similar to paper 2A, a common mistake was 

that answers included suggestions such as that a partner can help by cleaning the house or cooking food for 

the mother rather than being involved directly in caring for the new baby. 

Question 3 – Food labels 

Very often candidates were able to identify two pieces of information that the manufacturer must include 

on the food label in part (a), with the most common answer being the list of ingredients. However, a number 

of candidates were not awarded the marks because they wrote specific symbols or particular nutrients as an 

answer e.g. amount of fats. Candidates were asked to list two reasons why reading the food labels is 

important in part (b) and the most common answers were to check what is inside the products and to check 

if there is any ingredient which one might be allergic to.  

Performance in part (c) was poor, with the freezer symbol and the microwave symbol being the most 

problematic to identify. A common mistake was that a description of the symbol was given instead of the 

actual name. In parts (di) and (dii), candidates were asked to identify the advantages and disadvantages of 

shopping for food online. Many of the answers given were correct with the most common advantages being 

that you can stay at the comfort of your home, one can shop at any time of the day and that it gets delivered. 

With regards to the disadvantages, the most common were that one may not be able to see the food label 

or know the expiry date and that sometimes you are charged extra for delivery. A common mistake with the 

disadvantages was that you are given expired items or that you are hacked so money gets stolen.  
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Question 4 – Persons with special needs 

In general, this question was answered quite well. Most candidates managed to give the correct definition 

of physical disability in part (a) and correctly identified ways how a son with special needs may affect his 

family in part (b), with the most common answers being that they might need to give him more attention, 

there is more stress in the family and special equipment might be required. Some candidates were not 

awarded the mark for this question because they gave very similar answers in different boxes.  

In parts (ci) and (cii), candidates were able to write various ways how the neighbour and the disabled child 

may be helped by Samuel. The most common answers were that Samuel can do some house chores and 

shopping (ci) and that he can play and take the child for a walk (cii). Some answers were not accepted, such 

as washing the child and help him walk. In part (d), candidates were able to write valid advantages and 

disadvantages for a disabled person to live on their own. The most common advantage was that he can be 

more responsible and independent while the most common disadvantage was that if something bad 

happens, there will be no one to help.  

Question 5 - Laundry 

The performance of many candidates in this question was poor. For parts (ai) and (aii), not all candidates 

were able to outline an advantage and disadvantage for a top loader and for a front loader washing machine 

respectively. Some unacceptable answers were related to price, water usage and electricity. In part (b), 

rsponses indicated difficulty to identify a safety feature in a washing machine and many of the answers were 

not related to safety – some mentioned the energy labels and others mentioned a safety precaution when 

using the machine e.g. keep the wire away from water.  

Most candidates chose the correct words to fill in the description of how washing powder or liquid cleans 

the clothes in part (c). The majority were not able to identify an important detergent to use during laundry 

in part (d) with almost all candidates writing a brand name of a specific product rather than a type of 

detergent. There was a mixed result for the matching table in part (e) to match the ingredient with the 

function. Only a few managed to get them all right, however, a good number managed to get at least half of 

them correct. The two most common incorrect responses were related to the suds stabilisers and 

phosphates.  

Performance in part (f) was inadequate, with many answers not being related to the environment, although 

some did mention that one could buy a product which can be refilled. A number of candidates were able to 

write the meaning of the symbols shown on a scarf care label in part (g) with the washing temperature and 

ironing symbol being the easiest to identify however, the ‘do not wring’ and the ‘dry flat’ seemed to be much 

more difficult to identify. Candidates did not find much problems in part (h) to identify advantages and 

disadvantages of drying clothes in a tumble drier or outside. The most common answers were that in a 

tumble drier the clothes dry much quicker but it may lead to a high electricity bill while when drying outside 

it is cheaper but it is not possible to be done in bad weather.  
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Question 6 – Child Development & Play 

Similar ta paper 2 A, overall candidates scored well in this question. However, in part (a), when candidates 

were asked to state two valid reasons why playing is considered as an essential part of a child’s education 

and development, some candidates found it difficult to answer. In part (b), the majority of candidates were 

able to tick the two symbols expected to find on toys and consequently the majority of them were able to 

name another piece of information usually found on toy packaging or toy labels for part (c). The most 

common answers given by candidates were recommended age and washing instructions. In question (d), a 

good number of candidates were able to name one chosen symbol while the majority found difficulty in 

giving the proper meaning.  

Question (e) was mostly answered correctly by the majority of candidates. Answers for question (f i) were 

mostly answered correctly by candidates as they were able to list two things that parents needs to look for 

when choosing which tricycle to buy for a young child. The most common answers given by candidates were 

suitable for the child’s age and safe for the child by checking safety marks. A good number of candidates 

were also able to identify two valid ways how using a tricycle can benefit a child in part (f ii). Doing physical 

activity and learning how to cycle were the most common answers given by candidates. Answers for question 

(g) were mostly correct since a good number of candidates named the safety gadget presented in the picture 

and identified the accident that was being prevented. Similar to the response in Paper 2A, parts (hi) and (hii) 

were challenging and responses indicated difficulty in describing the appropriate first aid treatment. 

Questions 7 – Labour Saving Devices 

Candidates did quite well in the first part of this question. In part (a), the majority managed to choose the correct 

words for the definition of labour saving devices and in part (b) identified the correct name of the LSD; although 

very common mistakes were noted. The microwave oven was referred to as ‘microwave’ while a hand held blender 

was referred to as ‘blender’. It is very important that candidates know the proper names of the LSD and not just the 

common word normally used in households. Very often candidates were able to identify the name of the 

equipment given in part (c i) but found difficulty in listing three correct uses. A common mistake was that a simple 

recipe was described rather than listing three uses of the equipment identified. In question (c ii), a good number of 

candidates managed to identify one valid advantage and disadvantage. The most common advantage mentioned 

by candidates was that a food mixer saves times whereas the most common disadvantage written by candidates 

was that a food mixer can be expensive to purchase. Performance of many candidates in question (c iii) was poor 

since many incorrect answers were given in related to the proper use of the attachments given. On the other hand, 

similar to paper 2A, most candidates pointed out at least one valid safety rule when using a food mixer. The most 

common safety rule pointed out by candidates was to keep hands or fingers away from the food mixer when using.  

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
The examiners note that candidates need to approach questions with more focus and provide more detail 

where required. They must avoid being repetitive and sustain their answers with examples. It is imperative 

that candidates comprehend the question before attempting it as otherwise irrelevant answers will be given. 

Answers should be logical and coherent. Candidates should express themselves using good English language. 

Handwriting needs to be legible as at times it was difficult to decipher answers thus losing marks. 

Chairperson 

Examiners Panel 2019  


