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IM GERMAN 
MAY 2010 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
Of the 24 candidates registered for Intermediate Level Examinations one was absent and the 
remaining 23 achieved the following results: 
 
Grade A B C D E F 
No. of candidates 9 7 3 3 0 1 
Percentage 37.5% 29.2% 12.5% 12.5% 0.0% 4.2% 
 
All scripts were marked according to a marking scheme. Both the new and the old 
orthography were accepted. 
 
Generally it can be stated that this year’s results at Intermediate Level had noticeably 
improved in comparison with last year’s results. However, it is of special relevance to notice 
that at least three, if not four, of the candidates achieving an A Grade were either native 
speakers of German or had at least a very strong German speaking background. However, 
also the other candidates who achieved a Grade A and as well as Grade B were well 
prepared for the task at Intermediate Level. Their essays were interesting, and most of the 
grammar questions answered well.  
 
This year the candidates achieving only lower Grades also showed a more overall knowledge 
of Landeskunde (culture, history, geography) and replied relatively well to the grammar 
questions. Nevertheless, their skills were not quite up to standard to warrant a higher 
marking. Some of these candidates obviously misunderstood the questions and gave 
irrelevant replies. Others did not answer certain questions at all or overlooked them. This was 
apparently the case in about three scripts, where the respective candidates had not replied to 
the questions in sequence of the examination paper, but had chosen to tackle the replies in 
an erratic way, like a bunch of mixed flowers;  consequently overlooking some questions.   
 
One nostalgically funny reply – at least to German ears –was given to the question “Nennen 
Sie ein bekanntes Bauwerk in Köln”. (Name a well known building in Cologne). Answer:  “Die 
Kohlepott Deutschlands” (the coal basin ‘pot’ of Germany). This was a somewhat unfriendly 
but very descriptive term used for the Ruhr area heavily contaminated by coal dust and 
sulphur gasses during 19th-20th centuries. 
 
Out of the choice of six titles for essays  only four titles were used, i.e. 19 candidates chose 
“Was planen Sie für die Sommerferien?” (What are your plans for the summer holidays?) and 
of the remaining 4 candidates two wrote about “Mein letzter Geburtstag” (My last birthday), 
and one each “Ein unvergessliches Wochenende” (An unforgettable weekend) and “Mein 
Berufswunsch” (My intended professional career). Mentioned strikingly predominant by 
practically all of the 19 candidates speaking about their plans for the summer holidays was 
“earning money” and “buying a car”.  
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This year as well the questions concerning reading comprehension and grammar were 
answered slightly better than in the year before, when the average was 19 out of 30. This 
year the average came up to 23 out of 30 possible marks. 
 
 
The Oral Examinations, for which fully obtainable marks were 15, showed the following 
results: 3 candidates achieved less than 10 marks; and 20 candidates having achieved 
between 10 and 15 marks. This shows a very slight downward trend compared to 2009 
examinations. 
 
The following points are of general nature and apply to Advanced Level  as well as 
Intermediate Level  of May 2010 examinations: 
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a)  Candidates should be encouraged to make sure and double check that they have replied 
to all the questions to avoid getting a zero mark while in fact they would have known the 
answer. It would help students (as well as markers!) if they would mention the exact 
numbering of the question answered. This year there was a higher than average lack of 
complete numbering to be noted. 
 
b)  As pointed out in reports of previous years, the provided booklets for the candidates’ 
scripts contain an ample number of pages. Therefore, it is not necessary at all that students 
squeeze their answers of a Section onto one page, making finding end and start between 
sections or questions sometimes very difficult for the marker. They may leave some lines of 
spacing at least between sections as well as the individual paragraphs. 
 
c)  Candidates should write their answers in ball point. It is acceptable if they compile      
some points i.e. for essays in pencil and cross them out, just with one line, after making use 
of them. No other colour should be used, especially not RED, as has happened this year 
again. 
 
 
Chairperson  
Board of Examiners 
 
September 2010 
 
 
 
 
 


