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Statistics 
 
Table 1: MATSEC Intermediate Level History, May 2011 

   Distribution of Grades 
 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 
No. of candidates 3 18 22 13 10 18 4 88 

Total % 3.4 20.5 25 15 11.4 20.5 4.5 100 
 

 

General Remarks 

As with previous sessions, this year too the Board noted the excellent performance of a number 
of candidates in the A and B grades. There was evidence of solid factual knowledge and good 
training in essay writing skills and textual analysis in these categories. In grades C and D factual 
knowledge was not always reflected in carefully thought out answers. In the lower categories the 
usual shortcomings were noted in study and writing skills. Students obtaining a grade E normally 
showed very limited knowledge of the historical context of the subjects concerned, and factual 
inaccuracy was frequently noted at that level. The importance of solid factual knowledge 
consolidated by individual reading should be emphasized. Moreover, conceptual clarity and 
critical thinking should also be integrated in the training and discussion provided on the topics 
listed in the syllabus. In general, more attention should be paid to the skills associated with 
written English. 

Particular Remarks 

Candidates were required to answer four questions, two in Section A and two in Section B. 
Section A comprises two either/or/or questions which should be answered in essay form. Section 
B comprises two either/or comprehension questions based on unseen passages from documents. 
Candidates are required to read carefully the selected passages and to answer a number of 
questions on each. In Section A, question 1 offered a choice between a question on Malta’s 
constitutional development to 1921, a question on Malta’s strategic value to Britain in times of 
peace as well as during crises, and a question on the ‘Language Question’. Question 2 offered a 
choice between a question on the Concert of Europe, a question on the causes of World War I, 
and a question on Italian unification.  

Candidates varied considerably in their performance in Section A. A good familiarity with the 
facts and consideration of the historical context enabled candidates in the better grades to answer 
the question selected by them in a knowledgeable way. The possession of good essay writing 
skills normally also made an important difference. Evidence of further reading was frequently 
noted in the higher categories of grades.  



In Section B question 3, candidates were offered two passages on Maltese history, namely an 
extract from the Appeals of the Nobility and People of Malta, dated 1811, and an extract from a 
Debate in the House of Lords dated 1859.  In Section B question 4, candidates were offered a 
choice between an extract from a speech by Saint-Just in 1794, and an extract from an American 
newspaper report of 1878. In all cases, the passages were chosen according to the topics 
specified in the syllabus. The Board noted the difficulty of some candidates in explaining in 
context some of the phrases selected for explanation. It must be emphasized that critical reading 
and thinking skills should be regarded as an essential part of this exercise. 
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