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Part 1: Statistical Information 
The total number of candidates who registered for the examination was 1735. Of these 760 
registered for Option A and 975 registered for Option B. 22 candidates of Option A were absent 
for both sessions of the examination while 52 candidates of Option B were absent for both 
sessions of the examination. Hence 4.26% were absent for both sessions. 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Social Studies SEC – May 2011 Session: 
 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 
No. of 

candidates 
11 56 89 251 405 73 138 638 74 1735 

Option A 11 56 89 129 193 - - 260 22 760 
Option B - - - 122 212 73 138 378 52 975 
Total % 0.6 3.2 5.1 14.5 23.3 4.2 8.0 36.8 4.3 100 

 
 

Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 

Table 2:  Paper 1 – Option A (Total Present738) (Total Absent 22) 

Question No.        A1     A2       A3     A4      A5      B1      B2      B3      B4        B5 

Total Answers     738     738    738     738    738     738     738     738    738        738 

Average Mark     8.82    2.73   1.06    5.48   6.13    6.67    4.92    4.79    3.19     6.18 

Table 3: Paper 1 – Option B (Total Present 920) (Total Absent 55) 

Question No.        A1       A2      A3      A4      A5      B1      B2       B3      B4        B5 

Total Answers      920     920     920     920     920     920     920     920     920       920 

Average Mark      6.49    1.97    1.44    2.56    2.79    3.68    2.27    1.97    2.27     3.32 

Note: Paper 1 was divided into two sections (Section A and Section B) each having five 
questions and each carrying a maximum of 50 marks. Candidates had to answer all questions. 
The marks for Section A were 12, 6, 6, 10 and 16 and for Section B the marks were 10, 10, 9, 6 
and 15 respectively. 

 



Table 4: Paper 2 – Option A (Total Present 732) (Total Absent 28) 

Question No.           A1       A2       B3       B4        C5        C6      D7        D8       

Total Answers          433     297     293      439      405       331     389       342 

Average Mark      10.75   10.87    9.96    12.50   10.02     9.66     8.48     8.40 

Table 5: Paper 2 – Option B (Total Present 902) (Total Absent 73) 

Question No.            A1       A2         B3        B4        C5        C6        D7        D8      

Total Answers         346       408       215       474      240       447       481       160 

Average Mark       10.41    11.12    10.04    14.07   12.66    12.35   10.58       6.26 

Note: In Paper 2 candidates had to answer four questions, one from each section (A, B, C, D) 
each carrying a maximum of 25 marks. There were three Option B candidates who attended only 
for Paper 2. 

For Option A candidates, question B4 was the most popular which also carried the highest 
average (12.50) while question C6 was the least popular. Question D8 carried the lowest average 
(8.40). 

For Option B candidates question D7 was the most popular and question D8 the least popular. 
Question B4 also carried the highest average (14.07) while question D8 also carried the lowest 
average (6.26). 

Markers noted that a number of candidates ignored the rubrics – some not choosing to answer 
one question from each section, some opting to answer two questions from one section only, 
others choosing to answer all questions and others not even writing the number of the questions 
being answered in the left hand margin of the script. Option B candidates often ignored the 
subdivisions of questions (and their relative marks) in Paper 2B. 

Language Option 

The number of candidates who opted to answer in English remains low, as indicated below: 

Option 2A                                                               Option 2B 

Paper 1        146 or 19.79% of 738 present.           Paper 1  145 or 15.76% of 920 present. 

Paper 2A      132 or 18.57% of 732 present.          Paper 2B   139 or 15.41% of 902 present. 

 



All candidates: 

Paper 1 291 or 17.55% of 1658.                  Paper 2      271 or 16.58% of 1634 present. 

 

Part 3: Comments regarding Paper 1 

1. Though candidates seem to have some knowledge of topics examined, most of them rely on 
memorization of lesson notes when formulating their answers. They tended to be preachy and/or 
chatty in their approach. 

2. Many candidates adopted a normative attitude in the sense that in their answers they seemed to 
be more concerned to argue about how things ought to be rather than engaging in a critical and 
reflective evaluation of reality. 

3. Most candidates are still unable to apply concepts to practical and real situations. They fail to 
analyse the questions properly and tend to concentrate on a key word and ignore the rest of the 
question. Moreover, many simply pick parts of the text given to formulate answers. In fact some 
answers reveal serious deficiencies in the comprehension and application of the material relevant 
to issues posed in the questions. 

4. Candidates who answered in English provided some good answers with properly used 
technical terms. 

 

Specific Remarks on Paper 1 

Section A 

Question 1: Though some good definitions of mass media were given, quite a few candidates 
ignored the word “mass”. In some answers, “media” was associated solely with advertisements.  
Some derived its meaning through examples e.g. internet, television. Though some candidates 
indicated clearly the difference between visual, printed and electronic media, there were others 
who explained visual media as something you see through your own eyes.  Others mentioned 
billboards in this regard.  Few candidates mentioned the cinema as an influential form of mass 
media. The majority failed to define “pluralism” clearly or to mention the regulatory role to 
ensure democracy in pluralism.  

Question 2: Though there were candidates who identified the school as the agency of secondary 
socialisation, a fairly large number of candidates referred to the media as the agency of 
secondary socialisation. As regards the second part of the question, most candidates mentioned 
the full schooling process from kindergarten to sixth form and university level. This shows that 
many candidates tend to write everything that they would have memorized from the lesson notes. 



Question 3: Many candidates failed to understand the phrase “The Medium is the Message”.  
Only a few understood the subtle nuance of the phrase.  Most candidates wrote about the 
“message” and failed to note the significance of the “medium”. 

Question 4: A good number of Option 2A candidates explained how mass media can be 
considered to be one of the prime movers of globalization. But many candidates relied on 
examples to explain their point and referred to television and the internet reporting international 
events as the tsunami in Japan the uprising in Libya. A considerable number of candidates also 
included transport facilities as part of mass media. Comments about the world being turned into a 
global village because of mass media were very few indeed. 

Question 5: There was little substance in the answers to this question as candidates adopted a 
highly moralistic approach. There were a few who emphasized the need of a more critical and 
reflective mind in facing and coping with the challenges which the media is posing to Maltese 
society. But most answers consisted of a very simplistic and naïve argument about the latent 
factors of the media. These hidden forces were generally perceived to be undermining the fabrics 
of Maltese society by posing a serious threat to its indigenous culture. Answers often revealed a 
type of knowledge which lacking the mental mapping that enables students to cross borders in 
their rationalization tends to be cosseted within the confines of the insularity often associated 
often associated with the characteristics of a small island state.  

Section B 

Question 1: The only term of the five set in the question which was by and large answered 
satisfactorily was ‘inequality’ though many answers were of the classic type placing people 
according to social structure and generally ignoring economic equality among countries. The 
definitions of the other four terms were in the majority of cases completely off the mark. “Rich 
countries” were often associated simply with oil producers; “world markets” were practically 
never associated with international trade and the global economy; “cooperatives” were often 
perceived as trade unions and most candidates failed to mention that members of cooperatives 
share their profit or invest it again in the enterprise. Candidates often associated “communities” 
with social institutions as the family, with villages or with workers/people sharing same interests. 

Question 2: Regarding ‘Free Trade” and “Fair Trade” candidates often presented a very literal 
view, basing their answers on common sense knowledge spouting out a number of platitudes. 
Very few candidates referred to multi-national companies as dominating the free market.  For 
many candidates the free market meant that the businessman could fix the selling price according 
to his whims, and without any national regulations/controls. Many also referred to “fair trade” as 
an economic/commercial activity controlled by the state. As regards the unfairness of free trade, 
there were some candidates who referred to tariffs and the dumping of products on the 
international market by large/strong businesses. They also equated these businesses with 
exploitation of workers. 



Question 3: A fairly good number of candidates managed to identify the “obstacles faced by 
poor producers”. However, a considerable number of answers were too simplistic and narrow in 
their interpretation. Among the main obstacles to fair trade, some candidates mentioned tariffs, 
dumping extra products to flood the market at the expense of poor countries and also the 
exploitation of poor workers employed by large multi-national companies. Such candidates 
mentioned better pay for such workers and not buying products from unfair traders as the way on 
how to help fair trade. Very few candidates mentioned education as a means of helping fair trade. 

Question 4: A good number of candidates addressed this question adequately, by referring to the 
“three ideal ways through which consumers can contribute to sustainable development”. Others 
suggested buying products with the least amount of packaging or buying products manufactured 
in poor countries and where it had been assured that workers were not exploited. 

Question 5: In their interpretation of the “economic, social and environmental aspects of 
sustainable development”, candidates generally revealed a lack of understanding and gross 
inadequacy of knowledge. 

 

Part 4: Comments regarding Paper 2A 

1. Here candidates are expected to deal with issues relating to Social Studies in depth and with at 
least a satisfactory level of critical reflection. As in previous years, only a very limited number of 
students who sat for this paper were well prepared. These candidates not only studied intensively 
the various social concepts listed in the syllabus but were also well-disposed to engage such 
notions in rational and dialectical manner.  

2. Many candidates failed to achieve this standard, persisting in producing stereotyped or 
superficial answers without even attempting to comprehend fully the texts provided and without 
seeking to apply reflective and analytical skills. The answers indicate clearly that generally 
candidates need further preparation to enable them to adequately appreciate social issues, to 
formulate a critical awareness of social-political-economic issues, and to be able to introduce an 
imaginative perspective in their answers.  

3. Many of the answers show that candidates generally lack theoretical knowledge and 
consequently fail to go beyond popular knowledge and interpretation when it comes to the 
knowledge, understanding and interpretation of various social issues. Candidates still need to 
develop skills in making evaluations and logical analyses. It is apparent that many depend on 
memorised model answers.   

4. Candidates seem unable to use their own individual thinking skills and therefore whenever 
questions necessitated this skill they found difficulty in answering. There is the impression that a 
good number of candidates have no idea of the Syllabus and have sat for the examination on the 



basis that Social Studies is considered a ‘soft’ subject. It is taken for granted that anything 
scribbled on the examination copybook would lead to a pass. Indeed, many answers consisted of 
common-sense reactions, devoid of reflective and investigative skills in the discussion of social 
studies.  

5. A substantial number of candidates answered the questions in Maltese yet many failed to 
express themselves properly in their writings, with many answers lacking clarity and sequential 
logic, displaying poor creative writing skills and a limited mastery of vocabulary and conceptual 
understanding.  

 

Specific remarks on Paper 2A 

Question A1: The majority of the candidates answering this question, in which they were 
requested to discuss the role of groups in the process of socialisation, limited their answers in 
defining socialisation and differentiation between primary and secondary socialisation. Few, 
however, discussed, examined and elaborated on the theme of the question - that is, groups. 
Satisfactory answers gave examples of social groups (e.g. pressure groups, peer groups, interest 
groups, etc.), pointed to the social skills that are learnt from being a member in the group (e.g. 
communication, empathy, sharing, etc), and highlighted how the possibility of negative 
socialisation when agencies exert negative influences or present wrong role models and life 
examples. 

Question A2: In this question, candidates were asked to discuss the relevance of the Maltese 
culture in the wake of globalisation and multiculturalism. A good number of candidates were 
generally aware of the meaning of globalisation and multiculturalism. However it was only a 
small number who highlighted how social life is affected by organisations and events located 
thousands of miles away.  Only a limited number of candidates focused on the wide-ranging 
consequences of multiculturalism, how Maltese culture is part of the European and world 
culture, or pointed out how being isolated is a greater threat to the development of culture than 
the pooling of international culture in an interdependent manner. The consequences of the recent 
number of illegal immigrants and the socio-political problems in Libya for Malta were also 
highlighted. 

Question B3: Candidates had to show and illustrate by concrete examples how the use of new 
communication technologies is changing the nature and role of education but their answers 
remained on the superficial level. They generally focussed on how pupils and education in 
general is at present being more dependent on the internet, especially with regards to homework 
and project tasks. Only a few did delve in detail on the shift in the nature of education from one 
based on the transmission of knowledge to communication by emphasis on  the acquisition of 
skills (e.g. thinking skills, entrepreneurial skills), the widespread role and function of instant 
information, and the negative effects that could also be mentioned. Too much reliance on 



Information Technology could lead to less creativity and imagination, less reading of books and 
a greater use of ready made answers (cut and paste) 

Question B4:  This was a popular question. It had two requirements namely: to describe and to 
discuss, how the family, the school and the media can promote the health of today’s young 
people.  Many answers remained on a descriptive level. Whilst the majority mentioned (some 
giving examples) the psychological, mental, emotional, social and sexual forms of health, only a 
few succeeded in describing health as not only the absence of illness but there is the aspect of 
prevention of illness. This is brought about through healthy lifestyles which includes the right 
choice of diet, physical exercise, regular medical check-ups. When discussing the roles of 
family, school and media in health promotion, candidates generally remained at a superficial 
level, with few answers highlighting how these institutions can provide both care and cure 
opportunities. 

Question C5: By explaining and giving some examples of the characteristics of youth culture, 
the candidates had to discuss how youth culture very often consists of values and norms which 
are not in conformity with the mainstream culture. The majority did describe the existence of 
youth culture through such peer groups as punks, particular genres of music, the use of drugs, 
drinking of alcohol, way of dressing, new ways of leisure especially the  late nights out and 
remaining till early morning, and last but not least the declining influence of religion on their 
behaviour. Moreover reference was also made on how they are specifically linked to the 
computer culture and technological gadgets. Few, however, did  succeed in showing how a 
number of youth subcultures can and often depend on the young people’s family social class, 
age, gender, level of education. Moreover, in today’s world youth subcultures often tend to 
provide the younger generations with an identity apart from that offered by mainstream 
institutions. 

Question C6: This question dealt with the fact that although poverty and social exclusion may 
be closely linked one does not necessarily lead to the other. A good number of the answers given 
manifested the difference between the two concepts namely poverty and social exclusion. Many 
understood what poverty means, also distinguishing between absolute and relative poverty. As 
far as the giving of examples is concerned, candidates often referred to the situations in 
underdeveloped countries. However, when it came to describing what they meant by social 
exclusion, the answers were very superficial. Similarly although mention was made of the 
unemployed, persons with disability and older persons as examples of the socially excluded, very 
few succeeded in mentioning the inability of these persons to be integrated in mainstream 
society. 

Question D7: Candidates were requested to explain the various elements which indicate a 
country’s state of development. A good number of candidates only referred to the economic 
development. Only a small number of candidates showed how apart from economic developed 
indicators including income, GDP and GNP there are other indicators which manifest a country’s 



state of development. Very few mentioned such elements as the welfare services available in a 
country, the prevailing level of health and its accessibility, good employment opportunities and 
conditions of work, a sound and universal educational system thereby ensuring that the illiteracy 
level will not be astronomical, gender equality and the fight against any forms of discrimination 
especially those based on race, gender, age, etc. Although according to the Human Development 
Index brought forward by the United Nations Development Programme in 1990, human 
development is defined in terms of a decent standard of living, emphasis is also placed on 
healthy and long life expectancy and the level of literacy enjoyed in a country. 

Question D8: Candidates who answered this question were supposed to discuss the series of 
drastic demographic changes which occurred during the second half of the twentieth century in 
Malta, the factors which led to these changes and their effects on Maltese society. Out rightly it 
can be said that by far the majority of candidates do not know what demography means. Some 
did mention such demographic variables as birth and death rate, life expectancy, migration, etc. 
Others made reference to the distribution of people into different localities; others mentioned the 
fact that we are facing ageing populations. However, notwithstanding this, they failed to show 
what the consequences of such demographic variables are. In fact, it is indeed astonishing how 
the majority referred to historical events which occurred in Malta during the second half of the 
twentieth century and described in a rather journalistic manner how these affected Malta rather 
than Maltese society. Some even went back to the times of the Knights of St. John, Second 
World War, Independence, becoming a Republic, so on and so forth. 

 

Part 5: Comments regarding Paper 2B 

1. Markers are of the opinion that this year the level of achievement was very low, save for a 
relatively small number of scripts. Most answers lacked sociological concepts and mentioned 
arguments such as immigrants taking jobs of the Maltese and driving citizens out of the islands 
when they take over the country completely. This actually shows lack of skill of making links 
between life experiences and Social Studies concepts and processes. 

2. Several candidates gave superficial answers showing that no in-depth study of the subject was 
done prior to sitting for the examination. The answers generally showed a lack of knowledge of 
the basic terms or concepts. Many candidates found it difficult to explain or define a given term. 
They do not know how to apply concepts to real life situations. 

3. Very few candidates demonstrated a high level of sensitivity to the issues being discussed or 
provided informative answers. A good number of candidates based their answers on popular 
knowledge and interpretation rather than on critical analysis 



4. Section D of the syllabus may not have been covered thoroughly by all the candidates. This 
was reflected in section D of the examination since the answers given to either question were 
poor on the whole. 

 

Specific remarks regarding Paper 2B 

Question A1: Some candidates do not know what social interaction means. They could name 
types of groups but could not give examples.  Most students could define social interaction 
although some confused it with socialisation. Not all candidates could mention three types of 
groups and quite a few mentioned groups such as family, religious organisations and school 
friends.  Most candidates could not identify roles within a group. Many candidates mentioned 
issues such as tolerance, cooperation and listening instead of roles. Most candidates did not write 
a satisfactory paragraph on the function of groups in society although some did mention the 
importance of belonging, socialisation and groups doing some charity or educational work in 
society. 

Question A2: Candidates based their answers on general knowledge and everyday experience. 
Illegal immigration and its consequences were often mentioned to indicate the effects of 
immigration on Maltese society. Many answers left much to be desired. The definition of 
European culture very often lacked reference to European values.  Many just referred to the 
culture of the countries of Europe or something similar. Most candidates could mention three 
characteristics of Maltese culture such as language or traditions although most candidates failed 
to explain their importance. The relationship between Maltese culture and European culture was 
in most cases limited to the adoption of the “euro” and that Malta has become part of the EU.  
Regarding immigration it is indeed unfortunate to read the many racist and xenophobic answers 
which were not based on facts but only on what they hear at home or on the media. Very few 
candidates made sociological arguments mentioning both problems and advantages of migration. 
The issue of immigrants taking our work featured in most answers. 

Question B3: Although most candidates could define pluralism and equality quite satisfactorily, 
many showed lack of knowledge of the role of political parties in a democracy. 

The majority seem to have been misled by the word “rights” and instead of three freedoms many 
mentioned three rights e.g. the right to work or to vote. Thus only a few answered this part 
correctly by referring to civil or political rights instead of actual “freedom” rights as expected by 
the question. Very few could explain the role of political parties adequately.  Many candidates 
cannot differentiate between political parties and the government. Many produced vague 
answers, writing about political parties running for elections and listening to the people and 
seeing that there is justice and equality, and running the government.   



Question B4: Most candidates had an idea of the difference between the three types of health 
although many referred to illness instead of health e.g. physical health – when a person has 
cancer or mental health – when a person is mentally ill.  Social health was at times referred to as 
the health of society. Most candidates could not mention three health services adequately.  Many 
mentioned three hospitals, viz. Mater Dei, St James, St Philip and Boffa Hospital. Others 
mentioned sports associations, Sedqa, Appoġġ and WHO among others, even if this was the 
simplest part of the question.  The part on services which could be offered by the family and the 
school was on the whole satisfactory although in many cases not of an exceptional level either. 
The last part on the importance of health care in society again shows the lack of sociological 
knowledge of candidates.  Most answers were vague, superfluous and empty of any sociological 
content, e.g. health care is important so that we would all live happily together as a society; 
without healthcare we would all die, and other similar comments. 

Question C5: Despite the statement preceding the question, many candidates addressed this 
question in terms of world poverty rather than the poverty of vulnerable groups in our own 
society. Definition of poverty/social exclusion was generally satisfactory although most 
candidates do not know what relative poverty is, many hinting at not being able to afford extra 
expenses but very few mentioned the idea of relativity to the rest of society. Further, the last part 
of this question shows lack of sociological input: most answers focused on poverty in developing 
countries and were restricted to charity and collecting preserved food and unwanted clothes for 
the poor.  Only a few made reference to the welfare state/welfare society/ the work of NGOs and 
initiatives to encourage social inclusion. 

Question C6: Most candidates could explain the concept of gender inequality and mention three 
sectors where this is still evident although some candidates mentioned three items related to the 
same sector, e.g. work-pay, promotions, opportunities. Section (c) was also quite adequately 
addressed; many focusing on childcare and housework responsibilities, mentality of women’s 
place being at home or husbands not happy to have a working wife. Rarely were other issues 
such as lack of adequate childcare, flexible working hours and other family-friendly measures 
mentioned. The last part of the answers given was generally of a poor level: most candidates 
addressed the question in terms of what can be done by the couple restricting the answer to 
husband and wife having to talk about it and trying to split domestic chores.  Little importance to 
family friendly measures which would enable both husband and wife to work and enjoy private 
life was evident. A good number of responses for sections (c) and (d) gave the impression that 
they were repeating each other. 

Question D7: Very few could give the right definition of globalization namely the development 
of social and economic relationships worldwide. However many did speak of the concept of the 
world as one village. Several candidates mixed up technological progress with the use of the 
internet. Many did mention exploitation and how it threatens employment opportunities, how a 
country’s autonomy is threatened, and how globalization can effect democracy and that free 
competition threatens social rights. Those who could define globalisation, did identify some of 



its positive and negative effects although (i) the focus in general was mainly on economic factors 
and communication and (ii) certain issues e.g. multiculturalism or opportunities of working or 
studying abroad were seen as disadvantages (it could be in the case of brain drain). Although 
many candidates referred to some other issues apart from economic factors, very few answers 
were of a good standard considering that globalisation is a process which is very topical and 
which affects the lives of our young people directly. 

Question D8: This was the least popular question and very few candidates addressed it in a 
suitable way. Many candidates were not familiar with the terms “demographic changes” and 
“population mobility” and could not even define population changes and mobility.  There were 
those who wrote about social change instead and gave events such as changes in government, 
Malta’s entry in the EU and even urban development as examples of change. Frequently, the two 
terms were interchanged, with population mobility even being explained as social mobility or 
geographical mobility. Very few candidates gave a correct explanation of demographic changes. 
Low birth rate, longer life expectancy and the influx of immigrants were the three demographic 
changes most mention. The third part of the question depended on one’s understanding of the 
concepts. Consequently few candidates gave a correct answer directly linked to demographic 
changes and the subsequent social impact of such changes. 
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