
 

 

Call for Expression of Interest 
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship 

(H2020-MSCA-IF-2019) 
(H2020-MSCA-WF-02-2019) 

 
The University of Malta (UM) is interested in hosting Marie Sklodowska-Curie Action fellows to work 
in its research teams and welcomes expressions of interest from excellent post-doctoral researchers 
to apply for the Individual Fellowship call. 
 
At the UM there are over 11,000 students including over 750 foreign/exchange students from 82 
different countries, following full-time or part-time degree and diploma courses. The degree courses 
at the University are designed to produce highly qualified professionals, with experience of 
research, who will play key roles in industry, commerce and public affairs in general. The University 
has been involved as coordinator and partner in numerous EU-funded projects under various 
Programmes including FP5/6/7, Horizon 2020, Lifelong Learning Programme, Culture 2000, Tempus, 
Erasmus+, INTERREG EU-MED-ITALIA MALTA, ENPI CBC MED and various other international and 
national programmes and initiatives. The University is also represented in a number of European 
and international University networks and groups. 
 
Department of Classics & Archaeology 
 
The Department of Classics & Archaeology has a legacy of teaching the Classics that goes back to 
the University’s foundation in 1769, the department was founded in 1961 with Archaeology being 
added to Classics in 1990. It has an energetic academic and support staff dedicated to the teaching 
and study of the ancient world and archaeological practice to local, visiting, and overseas students. 
It also has an active research programme that includes a number of international collaborations in 
the fields of prehistory, the history of archaeology, maritime archaeology, and environmental 
archaeology. In the field of maritime and underwater archaeology, The Malta Shipwreck Project 
sees the utilisation of state-of-the-art remote sensing equipment to map the seabed and create a 
database of Malta and Gozo’s underwater cultural heritage. One of the results of this broad survey 
is the development of Aviation Archaeology Underwater – a new and emerging discipline in the field 
of Historical Archaeology. The Phoenician Shipwreck Project is currently one of the most important 
excavations in the central Mediterranean and brings together numerous partners including the 
CNRS (Aix), the University of Tubingen, and the University of Urbino. 
 
The Department has its own building on campus for teaching and research, and has access to 
scientific facilities, laboratories, and expertise in a number of faculties. Members of staff are also 
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active in the community as members of voluntary organizations or sit on committees of government 
boards and heritage agencies. Most graduates have gone on to pursue careers in field archaeology, 
museums, heritage management, teaching, advertising, civil service, and academia, locally and 
overseas. 
 
The Department is currently hosting a Marie Skłodowska-Curie fellow who is researching early 
Neolithic pottery found in the Maltese Islands. The research work sees collaboration between the 
Department, Heritage Malta, and researchers from the Faculty of Engineering, and includes 
characterization of pottery fabrics, local clays and related minerals. 
 
 
Research Project 
Research Field:  Social Sciences and Humanities (SOC) 
Keywords:  Maritime Archaeology; Digital Humanities; Phoenician Studies; Maritime 

Cults; Archaeology and the Sea; Archaic Mediterranean 

  
Navigational studies have only marginally addressed the intertwined devotional and commercial 
dimension of ancient navigation, particularly during the Archaic period. Specialists have studied 
seafarers’ religion and the devotional practices on board of shipwrecks; nonetheless, a systematic 
investigation of the paths and of the logistic of ‘sacred journeys’ to targeted sanctuaries, as well as 
the impact that cults and superstitions may have had on seafaring strategies, has not been explored. 
Research questions include but are not limited to the following: did the devotional sphere affect 
ancient seafaring strategies resulting in the avoidance of specific areas or rather in the deviation of 
commercial routes for fulfilling worships’ practices? Did pilgrims travel on commercial boats, or 
were they organised in specific expeditions? Traces of devotional patterns in Phoenician time may 
be disclosed by combining the study of archaeological and epigraphical materials at sanctuaries, 
with the analysis of shipwrecks cargoes and ship-remains. The University of Malta is particularly 
suitable for carrying out this research: Malta has been a pivotal crossroad along past Phoenician 
sea-routes, as the shipwreck of Gozo highlights. Furthermore, traces of Phoenician worship is 
abundant on the island (e.g Tas-Silg ) and may be analysed in both comparative and diachronic 
perspectives by looking at other Phoenician sanctuaries across the Mediterranean. Cooperation 
with the potential candidate would ensure a mutual benefit, because the two topics covered at BA 
and MA levels built advanced skills in computational techniques, which may be particularly suitable 
within the scope of the present research (e.g. network analysis, Agent-Based modelling, GIS). 
Furthermore this research would constitute a natural extension of the candidate's PhD thesis, which 
was aimed at taking into account (also) the cultural logic in predictive models for shipwrecks’ 
location. 



 

 

Would suit a 2 year position. 
 
The selected candidates will receive dedicated support from the supervisor, Prof. Timmy Gambin 
and the Research Support Services Directorate to write a successful proposal and submission. 
 
Interested candidates should fulfil the eligibility criteria of the call and their research interests 
should be relevant to the above project. Kindly send a cover letter and CV to the corresponding 
supervisor keeping in copy rssd@um.edu.mt with ‘MSCA-IF-2019 candidate name’ as the email 
subject by the 3rd of June 2019. 
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