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1. Summary of Results 

 
Table 1 below summarises the general performance in the examination: 
 
Table 1:Distribution of candidates’ grades for the SEC History Exam - May 2010 
 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 

No. of 
candidates:- 

     - -    

Option A 6 17 22 12 10 - - 21 8 96 

Option B - - - 3 13 11 9 29 16 81 

 
2. General Remarks 

 
The number of candidates sitting for History was 177. Of these 96 chose to tackle Paper IIA while 
81 chose Paper IIB. Candidates taking the Paper IIA option were well prepared and only 21.9% 
were unsuccessful. However, many candidates attempting Paper IIB were rather weak and were 
not really prepared for the examination. Indeed only 16 candidates, or 19.8%, managed to get a 
pass at Grade 4 or 5. Overall 83 or 46.9% of all candidates managed to get a pass at Grade 5 or 
over. 104 candidates, or 58.8%, of all candidates were awarded Grade 7 or over. There were 24 
prospective candidates, or 13.6%, who did not sit for the examination. 
 
There were candidates who ignored the question and reproduced notes. In these cases answers 
tended to be partly out of point and were thus awarded lower marks. There were some candidates 
who simply beat around the bush and did not show any real depth in their essays. A number of 
candidates lacked knowledge of basic terms and historical concepts. 
 
Many candidates chose to answer in English, but their level of expression left much to be desired. 
Though they were not penalised for this, clarity, logic and sentence structure were often weak and 
this made it difficult at times to interpret and assess answers. Furthermore, the handwriting of 
some candidates left much to be desired making it difficult at times to mark scripts. A small 
number of candidates tended to ignore rubrics and failed to supply all the requested answers. 
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3.0 Paper 1 
 
This table shows the number and percentage of candidates who managed to score at least half the 
marks in the particular question. Candidates choosing Paper IIA and Paper IIB are listed 
separately. Percentages have been rounded up. Candidates who were absent for the examination 
have not been considered. 
 
Table 2: Number and percentage of candidates who managed to score at least half the marks in the 

particular question. 
 

Question Option IIA - No. 
of candidates 

Option IIA - % 
of candidates 

Option IIB - No. 
of candidates 

Option IIB - % 
of candidates 

1 79 82 49 60 
2 61 64 21 26 
3 46 48 18 22 
4 33 34 16 20 
5 40 42 8 10 
6 47 49 9 11 

 
From this statistical data one can conclude that  

� Candidates tended to fare better in questions dealing with Maltese history 
� Questions 1 was the question in which candidates scored most marks 
� Candidates choosing Paper IIB tended to be very weak. 

 
Question 1 
Most candidates defined the French Army correctly though a few choosing Paper IIB could not 
even identify it correctly and even assumed that it came from the East. Candidates generally 
referred to the Knights’ surrender to Napoleon. But some could not identify two wrongs the 
Maltese had suffered under the French or explain clearly how the rising of the Maltese forced the 
French garrison to seek shelter within the walls. Many of the candidates choosing IIB could not 
explain the cartoon (Source B) or why the British were not pleased with the French take-over of 
the Maltese Islands.  
 
Question 2 
Most candidates identified Lord Strickland correctly and could generally explain the similarity 
between the Pastorals quoted in the sources. However, many found it difficult to give reasons for 
the confrontation between Prime Minister Mintoff and Archbishop Gonzi. Many candidates 
choosing Paper IIB could not explain the main difference between the two Church-State disputes 
referred to in the sources. 
 
Question 3 
Some candidates, especially those choosing Paper IIB, could not identify which political party, or 
leader, was in power when the first Defence Agreement (1964) was signed. Many could not go 
into detail to explain the difference between this Agreement and the second Defence Agreement 
(1972) which led to the end of the use of Malta as a military base. Regarding the policy adopted by 
Malta after 1979, most candidates referred to ‘neutrality’ but ‘non-alignment’ was ignored. 
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However, there was quite a good number who produced a good explanation regarding Malta’s 
economic policy after 1979. 
 
Question 4 
A number of candidates mixed up the Age of Discovery with the Renaissance and were unable to 
point out clearly what the Spanish-American empire consisted of. Nor could they explain the 
knowledge of geography and navigation gained as a result of the many sea explorations. Some 
failed to identify correctly the achievements of the explorers listed in the matrix in the last part of 
the question, though a few gave relatively good explanations regarding the merchants’ 
expectations and the missionaries. 
 
Question 5 
Some candidates found it difficult to define the terms ‘conservatism’ and ‘nationalism’. Many 
candidates choosing Paper IIB could not even explain what the ‘barricades’ set up in Paris in 1830 
were. Only a few could indicate who François Guizot was and explain why he was unpopular. 
Others failed to describe Metternich’s policy. 
 
Question 6  
Many could not define the term ‘ethnic’ nor could they indicate the three major religions – 
Orthodox, Catholic and Islam – that are found in the states of former Yugoslavia. Some are not 
sure as to why NATO intervened in Kosovo in 1999 nor do they have any idea of the part played 
by Milošević in the eventful period referred to in the source. Some candidates choosing Paper IIB 
did not even know what NATO stands for. 
 
4.0   Paper II A 
 
The questions mostly chosen in this section were numbers 1 and 5, though there was a good spread 
in choice amongst all questions. Quality of candidates’ answers was good though at times lacking 
in depth and analysis which are expected in this paper. Description of facts and events was the 
approach mostly taken. Candidates should be more able to voice their opinion and compare and 
contrast various events. 
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Table 3: Number and percentage of candidates choosing any particular question (Paper IIA).  
 

Question No. of candidates choosing 
question  

Percentage of all candidates 

1 39 43 
2 23 26 
3 40 45 
4 29 33 
5 26 30 
6 19                                                                                                                                                                                                   22 
7 10 11 
8 55 63 
9 22 25 
10 59 67 
11 23 26 
12 6 7 

 
This tabulation shows that, in the Maltese history section, there was a very wide distribution 
among the choices made by the candidates though question 3 dealing with the developments in the 
port and docks was the most popular. In the section dealing with the European and international 
history, question 8 dealing with the French revolution and question 10 dealing with the alliances 
and alignments preceding the First World War were the most popular with only a few candidates 
choosing question 12 dealing with the development of the European Union. 
 
Question 1 
a. In most answers Valletta, the restoration of Mdina and the aqueduct were mentioned as the 
successful projects undertaken by the Order. However some candidates chose only one of these, 
particularly Valletta. While no detail was required, basic facts about these projects should be 
known. It is not enough to write a sentence on each of these. The ideas behind projects, engineers, 
the problems encountered and the end results should be mentioned.  
b. Answers were quite satisfactory though confusion of facts was evident. The roles of particular 
protagonists, especially the Maltese were mixed up, but it was clear that candidates were well 
prepared for this topic. 
c. This question referred to both the decline of the Order and the effects of the French Revolution. 
Some candidates chose to comment on only one of these. Most concentrated on the effects of the 
Revolution while the reasons of decline were not mentioned. Reference to the role of the last 
Grandmasters and their actions was not enough.  
 
Question 2 
In the first part of the question, candidates presented some good information which however, 
lacked analysis and criticism. Indeed most of the answers were just a list of facts. Maitland’s 
reforms were not mentioned as much as one would expect. The second part of the question was 
answered in a more correct and detailed way. The main events were mentioned and put into 
context. There was, however, some confusion between what was asked in 1802 and in 1811 among 
some candidates. In some instances the key figures of Mitrovich and Sciberras were not 
mentioned. 
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Question 3 
Candidates referred to the idea of a fortress economy. The general idea was presented. However, 
some candidates failed to stick to the 19th century or else ignored that part of the question and 
referred exclusively to the 20th century. Reference to the First World War was not expected yet 
many candidates referred to it. Candidates’ answers often failed to refer to the development of 
ports and dockyards. It seems that most candidates had little idea which ports came into being and 
what changes occurred. 
 
Question 4 
a. Candidates’ answers were quite good and included detail on the Keenan report itself. However, 
a good number of them failed to connect it to the language question. They failed to put the report 
in the context in which it was made and so they failed to elaborate on the effects it left on the 
development of the language question.  
b. Candidates were expected to mention the effects of the language question on the onset of the 
1887, 1903 and 1921 Constitutions. Some candidates failed to mention all the three constitutions 
and at times confused one with the other. Many candidates ignored the fact that parts a. and b. 
were separate and different questions and gave one answer incorporating both questions. 
Whenever a question is split, answers should be separate as well. 
 
Question 5 
Many of the candidates who chose this question fared quite well. The only fault lay in the fact that 
the answers referred mostly to the causes. The effects, both political and economic were not 
explained as much as expected. Generally the candidates showed a very good knowledge and 
understanding of this topic. 
 
Question 6 
In the first part of the question most candidates managed to describe the main features of the 1972 
agreement with Britain. In the second part, the vast majority of candidates adequately explained 
the radical constitutional change made in 1974 when the Maltese Parliament overwhelmingly 
adopted a Republican constitution in which the Head of State became a President chosen by the 
Maltese Government. Malta’s aim to reach economic viability by 1979 and no longer depend on a 
Defence Agreement with Great Britain leading to the closure of the military base was also well 
explained. In the last part candidates also managed to explain that the non-alignment policy was a 
policy of neutrality and equidistance from the superpowers. Most of the few candidates who chose 
this question scored good marks. They generally knew the events well and knew how one led to 
the other. 
 
Question 7 
Candidates had to discuss the ideas and policies of Frederick II of Prussia and Catherine the Great 
of Russia and explain how far they were enlightened. Most candidates explained how the 
Enlightenment dominated the 18th century. However, though they generally explained how 
Frederick II was concerned with the development of his country and sought to make Prussia the 
best governed state in Europe, they failed to give any concrete evidence of this such as his 
particular attention to economic development, his encouragement of scientific farming, his 
reclamation of land, the building of  canals, his religious toleration, his increase of the army, his 
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starting of the state bank, his punishment of extravagant officials, his codification of laws and his 
abolition of torture in investigations. Again when dealing with Catherine the Great, they rightly 
maintained that she was a despot but wished to be regarded as enlightened. They mentioned her 
correspondence with Voltaire and her patronizing of art and literature but failed to adequately 
describe her reforms such as the establishment of schools and academies, the secularization of 
church property and the abolishment of capital punishment.  Achievement in this question was 
rather low. 
 
Question 8 
Candidates generally did quite well in this question though they tended to move away from the 
question and just list the causes of discontent in France which led to the outbreak of Revolution in 
1789. They dealt with issues related to the various classes, the  inefficient Government, the 
corruption and injustice prevailing, the influence of philosophers, the example of War of American 
Independence, the weak King, other immediate causes, etc. Bankruptcy was mentioned though 
essays generally were rather of a descriptive and not an argumentative nature. Most candidates 
mentioned the extravagance of the royal court, bad financial management of government, the 
increase of National Debt and the wasteful economic system. 
  
Question 9 
Candidates found it rather difficult to deal with the process of industrialization in Germany and 
France. It seems that some had only been exposed to industrialization in Great Britain. Some 
however, mentioned the main developments in Germany after the 1850s, the effects of the 
Zollverein which ensured a trade area, the development of canals and railways, the development of 
industrial centres around Ruhr and Berlin, the navigable rivers and the iron and coal mining in 
Upper Silesia and the Ruhr area. When dealing with France they generally referred to the 
development of canals and railways and better communications, the availability of coal and iron, 
railway development and the iron producing areas of Lorraine. Candidates fared much better in 
dealing with the social consequences of industrialization describing the overpopulation in cities, 
the slum areas, pollution, child and female hard labour, long hours of work, low wages and the 
lack of workers’ rights.                                   
 
Question 10 
Candidates did well in this question and generally explained quite well how the system of alliances 
was built up by Bismarck after 1870 to keep France isolated. They dealt with the development of 
the Dual Alliance and later on the Triple Alliance, the Franco-Russian Alliance of 1993, the 
Entente Cordial of 1904 and the Triple Entente. They also explained how the Balkan crises led to 
tension between Austria-Hungary and Serbia which culminated in the outbreak of the First World 
War after the Sarajevo assassination.                          
 
Question 11 
Most candidates explained quite well how the end of the Cold War and the collapse of Soviet rule 
in the USSR are closely intertwined with the subsequent wave of revolutionary movements in 
Central and Eastern Europe. They were able to identify that Gorbachev’s policy of liberalization 
was the immediate cause of these major changes. They gave various examples of the fall of 
communism in the former Warsaw Pact countries though practically only one candidate dealt with 
the political upheaval in all those countries. They also rightly emphasized that these upheavals 



 8 

were relatively bloodless except in Romania where there was violence and the execution of the 
head of state.  
 
Question 12 
Most candidates seemed to be well prepared to answer this question and explained the major steps 
leading to the European Union. They included the Schuman declaration, the Treaty of Paris and the 
Treaty of Rome which created the European Economic Community, the establishment of a 
European Parliament to be elected by universal suffrage, the European Monetary System, various 
enlargements over time, the Schengen Agreement, the Maastricht Treaty and the Amsterdam 
Treaty when the Euro was launched. However, at times, candidates found it difficult to explain the 
significance of each treaty and essays were generally narrative. 
 
5.0 Paper II B 
Here question 1 was by far the most popular but then there was quite an even spread amongst the 
other questions. In this paper analysis and criticism is not expected, however a good listing of facts 
and description is. Candidates seem to take this paper lightly and answer very shortly. 
Consequently they fail to cover the whole question. A few candidates answered in a very detailed 
and analytical manner and could have sat for paper IIA. 
 
Table 4: Number and percentage of candidates choosing any particular question (Paper IIB) 
 

Question Chosen by    Percentage 
1 51 78 
2 2 3 
3 25 38 
4 19 29 
5 21 32 
6 7 11 
7 16 25 
8 39 60 
9 31 48 
10 9 14 
11 19 29 
12 6 9 

 
This tabulation shows that, in the Maltese history section, most candidates chose question 1, a 
structured question dealing with Malta under the Order of St. John’s rule with only a few 
candidates choosing question 2 dealing with the early British rule or question 6 dealing with 
Malta’s foreign policy from 1970. In the section dealing with European and international history, 
question 8 dealing with the French revolution and question 9 dealing with industrialisation and 
socialism, were the most popular choices. Question 12 dealing with various personalities was the 
least answered.  
 
Question 1 
Generally speaking candidates fared well in this question. They showed a good understanding of 
the situation of the Order before the Siege and that they were familiar with the Great Siege and the 
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building of Valletta. In part b however, they should have supplied the causes and effects too and 
not just write in a narrative style. When dealing with the rising of the priests, candidates lacked 
details of the protagonists though the general details were correct. When explaining the decline and 
fall of the Order, candidates tended to concentrate on one factor of decline rather than mention all.  
 
Question 2 
The two candidates who answered this question knew the general development under the British 
but failed to mention important facts. There was confusion between the 1802 and the 1811 
demands. They concentrated on only one demand, that of the Consiglio Popolare. Candidates’ 
knowledge of the recommendations of the 1812 Royal Commission was good. In the last part of 
the question, candidates tended to concentrate more on the character of Maitland than on his 
reforms. 
 
Question 3 
Candidates displayed a lack of important factual information. A few of them failed to see the word 
‘flourished’ and saw the wars as a negative effect. Candidates were especially weak in part a (i). 
There was some confusion on why the Continental System had been set up and why Malta was 
involved. The part best answered was a (iii). Most candidates were familiar with World War I and 
its effects. The second part of the question was very poorly answered. The names of the docks and 
the main changes were not mentioned. Answers tended to be very generic.  
 
Question 4 
Though candidates who chose this question were aware of the contents of the Keenan report, they 
failed to make the connection with the language question. Candidates failed to put particular events 
in context and it seems that the report was studied as a separate theme. 
 
Question 5 
Most candidates were well prepared on this topic and managed to give the main causes and effects. 
However, there were some candidates who mixed up the causes with the consequences.  
Achievement by candidates in this question was good.  
 
Question 6 
Answers supplied were very poor lacking the main facts and any reference to foreign policy. No 
reference to the 1964 agreement was made in part a. of the question. In part b., the closure of the 
British Naval Base was described simply as kicking out the British, without dealing with its 
implications. In the last part of the question candidates just gave the meaning of non-aligned.   
 
Question 7 
In part a of the question candidates generally managed to explain how the Enlightenment 
dominated the 18th Century and prepared the way for a revolutionary era in politics and society. 
They also managed to name two philosophers (part b of the question). However, they were very 
superficial when writing about the teaching of their chosen philosopher and failed to give a good 
account of their importance in part c of the question. In part d of the question candidates had to 
explain why Frederick II of Prussia was an enlightened despot. Though they generally explained 
how Frederick II was concerned with the development of his country and sought to make Prussia 
the best governed state in Europe,  they failed to give any concrete evidence of this such as his 
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particular attention to economic development, his encouragement of scientific farming, his 
reclamation of land, the building of  canals, his religious toleration, his increase of the army, his 
starting of the state bank, his punishment of extravagant officials, his codification of laws and his 
abolition of torture in investigations. Achievement in this part of the question was generally very 
low. 
 
Question 8 
Achievement in this question was good. In the first part of the question, most candidates managed 
to briefly explain that the French Revolution was a revolt of the people against the old system of 
government. Part b was rather disappointing since a good number of the candidates failed to 
identify Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette as the King and Queen of France at that time. In part c a 
good number of candidates managed to account for the unpopularity of the French King and Queen 
and their eventual downfall though some candidates tended to dwell on Napoleon’s exploits. Part d 
of the question was answered rather weakly and few candidates actually managed to adequately 
explain how Robespierre led the campaign against monarchy and royalist sympathisers.  
 
Question 9 
In the first part of the question many candidates mistakenly named Great Britain as a continental 
European country where industrialization occurred during the 19th century. Very few candidates 
managed to give a good definition of what capitalism implies. In part c of the question, a good 
number of candidates managed to discuss some of the effects of industrialisation on the working 
class such as bad working conditions including low wages, long hours of work and no benefits, 
dangerous conditions, unhealthy environment, overcrowded areas and slums in towns where 
factories were set up. Part d of the question was generally answered rather superficially with most 
candidates just stating that Karl Marx developed the idea of socialism and was against private 
property. 
 
Question 10 
In part a of the question, candidates tended to just say that the League of Nations was formed after 
World War I  without explaining how a number of leading politicians had long been advocating 
the formation of such a league. Though the aims of the League of Nations were very superficially 
described in part b of the question, candidates failed to deal with its organisation. Again candidates 
were very superficial when dealing with the League’s main achievements up to 1929 in part c of 
the question and their answers lacked the necessary examples of settling of disputes and frontiers, 
arrangements for trade and industry, withdrawal of invading forces, the economic aid given, 
arbitration in case of dispute and the Kellogg Pact. Achievement in this question was generally 
low. 
 
Question 11 
Answers to parts a and b of this question showed how an alarming number of candidates failed to 
name four European states that belonged to NATO and four European states that belonged to the 
Warsaw Pact. Again in part c of the question, a good number of candidates failed to explain how 
the Warsaw Pact was a military organisation formed in response to West Germany’s integration to 
the NATO Pact. Part d of the question was also answered rather weakly. Though candidates 
mentioned that NATO was formed to balance the military threat of the USSR, few actually 
managed to explain how it was formed and its importance in Europe during the Cold War.                                                                                                                     
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Question 12 
Achievement in this question by candidates was very low. Confusion among the candidates’ 
knowledge of these personalities was obvious. The most popular choices were Josip Broz Tito, 
Yasser Arafat, Mikhail Gorbachev and Osama Bin Laden. Answers to this question showed that 
candidates were unprepared to answer questions on personalities.  


