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AM SPANISH 
MAY 2014 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
The following statistical Table outlines the results of this year’s exam.  It represents the number and 
percentage of candidates obtaining each grade. 
 
This year, the results are not being compared to those of previous years since the examination 
syllabus is different. 
 
Table 1. No. and % of candidates obtaining each gra de  
 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number of Candidates  5 8 8 7 0 2 4 34 
% of Total 14.71 23.53 23.53 20.59 0.00 5.88 11.76 100 
 
 
General Comments  
 
The number of candidates sitting for this year’s exam was slightly less than last year. This shows a 
decline in the number of candidates registering for the exam.  
 
All scripts were seen by three markers, and a marking scheme was used for all papers. The 
distribution of marks represents a good quality performance: 14.7% obtained a grade A while 5.9% 
obtained a grade F. The majority of the candidates (47%) obtained a grade B or C.  
 
Observations on the general performance of the candidates for each exercise are being documented 
below.  
 
Focused remarks 
  
Conversation 
 
This year the oral component of the Spanish Advanced exam consisted of two parts. In the first part, 
the candidates had to choose and talk about one of the two images they were given. In the second 
task, the candidates had to draw a topic by lot and discuss it. In this second task, although the topic 
chosen was a matter of luck, all the candidates managed to discuss the topic successfully.    
 
Overall the candidates showed that they were well prepared for the picture interpretation and the 
conversation. Their arguments were very cohesive and coherent. Some candidates made use of 
proverbs and idioms. Nevertheless, better use of connecters is recommended. In some cases, it was 
very evident that the candidates had prepared typical phrases for the initial stages of describing an 
image and introducing a topic. As will be outlined in the case of written expression, it was noted that 
the candidates’ main mistakes were confusion with other languages and incorrect verb tenses. In 
some cases, the candidates had very limited vocabulary.   
 
Paper 1 
 
Essay writing (Redacción)  
 
As in previous years, this year’s topics required candidates to imagine how they would express 
themselves in an everyday situation. The fact that the topics portrayed familiar situations helped the 
candidates express themselves more easily. As opposed to last year, this year the candidates chose 
narrative topics more than they did argumentative ones. In fact the third and fifth topics were chosen 
the most.    
 
All candidates understood the topic chosen correctly, however, few excelled in this creative writing 
exercise.  Nevertheless, some essays were very well written. Some candidates made use of 
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expressions and proverbs used by Spaniards in their day to day interactions; however, this was not 
common. 
Common errors involved syntactic, morphological and/or lexical confusion with other languages, 
mainly with Maltese and Italian. Such mistakes involved the use of phrases such as ‘visto que no 
tenía’ instead of ‘debido a que no tenía’.  
 
Compared to last year, it was noted that there was more accent confusion, with candidates putting or 
omitting a graphical accent where they deemed was respectively required/not required.  There were 
even more mistakes in the use of prepositions, such as ‘decidi a’ instead of ‘decidi de’ and ‘hablar 
contigo sobre de Facebook’ instead of ‘hablar contigo en Facebook’. The candidates also confused 
the use of ‘por’ and ‘para’ and the use of ‘ser’ and ‘estar’. Other mistakes included incorrect use of the 
past tenses and the subjunctive. With regard to verb tenses, it was also noted that verbs were often 
conjugated incorrectly. The majority of the candidates failed to use direct and indirect object pronouns 
and instead made use of simple structures in which the subject was continuously repeated. This year 
it was also noted that some candidates failed to master the use of the possessive adjectives and 
pronouns.  
 
Interacción escrita: 
 
The candidates were given two options. Both choices required written interaction.  
 
Most of the candidates chose the second option. While some candidates failed to address the 
restaurant staff formally, others used ‘ilustrísimo’ which is usually used to address high rank officials. 
In some cases, the format of the formal letter even lacked the signature at the end.   
 
All the candidates managed to understand the topic correctly and in general, the marks obtained for 
this exercise were satisfactory. Quite a good number of candidates managed to excel in this creative 
writing activity. Nevertheless, some mistakes which were highlighted in previous years re-surfaced 
this year.  
 
A very basic use of the subjunctive was observed. In some cases, the candidates failed to use the 
subjunctive. Some candidates also failed to use the correct comparative mode, using ‘de’ instead of 
‘que’. Influence from other languages was also observed: ‘manger’ instead of ‘hablar’, ‘sigurro’ instead 
of ‘seguro’, ‘sujetos’ instead of ‘asignaturas’. Very basic mistakes related to orthography were also 
made, such as ‘jente’ instead of ‘gente’ and ‘veinteocho’ instead of ‘veintiocho’.   
 
Paper II 
 
Language use 
 
This year three exercises were introduced with the aim of presenting real language use. In these 
exercises some candidates fared very well and their competence level could be easily compared to 
that of a native. However, other candidates failed to produce even a basic answer. 
 
Exercise A.1 
 
All the candidates understood the exercise well. However, some candidates provided very simple 
answers which could be attributed to A1 level. In this exercise, incorrect use of the subjunctive and 
influence from other languages were once again noted.  
 
Exercise A.2    
 
This exercise proved to be the most challenging of the language use section. Some candidates failed 
to indicate the different meaning of a particular word employed in different contexts.  
 
Exercise A.3  
 
In this exercise, the candidates fared well and no general difficulties were noted. 
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Written comprehension  
 
The changes introduced in the written comprehension section resulted in an improved performance. 
The text was adapted from a newspaper article. The candidates’ overall performance shows that the 
text was well understood and that the candidates possess very good reading and comprehension 
skills. The following is an analysis of the candidates’ answers:  
 
Question B.1 – This question was answered correctly by almost all the candidates. 
 
Question B.2 – Although almost all the candidates were on the right track when providing their 
answer, sometimes they did not provide all the information required.    
 
Question B.3 – Some answers were very short and in most cases, the candidates copied word for 
word from the text.  
 
Question B.4 – Most candidates adhered to the 50 word limit, however, the majority failed to 
summarise all the relevant key points.  Others merely copied chunks from the text.  
 
Question B.5 – This part proved to be the most challenging since most of the candidates did not 
understand the question well and produced an incorrect answer. Others gave no explanation and 
instead simply copied the answer directly from the text.   
 
Paper III 
 
Literary texts and cultural themes (Textos literari os y temas culturales)  
 
This year the candidates were expected to answer two questions from two different prescribed texts 
and a question from the prescribed cultural themes. The prescribed texts were: La casa de Bernarda 
Alba by Federico García Lorca, Rimas by Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer, La casa de los espirítus by Isabel 
Allende,  San Manuel Bueno, mártir written by Miguel de Unamuno, and La familia de Pascual Duarte 
by Camilo José Cela. 
 
As repeatedly stated in previous years, with regard to literature, candidates need to answer the 
examination question and not simply reproduce an essay previously prepared. Candidates need to 
understand the importance of studying literature rather than studying essays. They need to answer 
the question directly and to be flexible in their writing.  
 
The candidates performed quite well in the culture questions, providing a lot of detailed information. 
Nevertheless, in some cases, in both the literature essays and the ones on culture, some candidates 
provided erroneous information.   
 
Once again, this year some essays lacked insight on the texts and instead of presenting an 
interpretative analysis, simply limited themselves to narrating the literary piece under examination. In 
general, most of the essays presented grammatical errors.  
 
Paper IV 
 
Listening comprehension 
 
This year, for the first time, two listening comprehensions were introduced. In the first listening 
comprehension, the candidates fared very well. However the second text proved to be more 
challenging. It was noted that the numbers mentioned in the texts may have confused some of the 
candidates.  In general the candidates demonstrated no difficulty in marking sentences as true or 
false but found some difficulty in writing the sentences correctly since they had missed some 
significant information. The questions which required candidates to find the answer from the text 
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being read out proved to be somewhat challenging for some. These difficulties highlight the need for 
candidates to focus more on the listening comprehension text. 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Candidates need to avoid simple spelling errors and basic grammatical mistakes. They should be 
able to use a wider range of vocabulary and be familiar with some everyday idioms and proverbs 
used by natives. 
 
 
 
Chairperson  
2014 Examination Panel  
 


