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SEC Home Economics 

May 2016 Session 

Examiners’ Report 

 

Part 1:  Statistical Information 

 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2016 session of the examination. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 26 135 158 95 8 - - 86 2 510 

PAPER B - - - 67 51 104 35 55 4 316 

TOTAL 26 135 158 162 59 104 35 141 6 826 

% OF TOTAL 3.1 16.3 19.1 19.6 7.1 12.6 4.2 17.1 0.7  100.0 

 

Part 2:  Comments regarding candidate’s performance  

 
2.1 Paper1  

Question 1: Breakfast 

a.  List TWO benefits of having a good breakfast 

 The majority of the candidates listed appropriate health benefits of having a good breakfast. 

 

b.  Suggest TWO strategies that can be implemented to reduce the tendency of skipping breakfast. 

 While the majority of the students managed to answer correctly to this part of the question, some students 

repeated similar answers to the question before. Others listed strategies that could promote the 

importance of having breakfast, such as advertisements. This shows lack of understanding of the English 

language. 

 

c.  Mention TWO breakfast foods that can be eaten by a child on his/her way to school which are easy to 

carry and eat on the go. Suggest ONE reason for each choice.  

 Most of the respondents mentioned appropriate breakfast foods but failed to give a valid reason for their 

choice.  
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d.  Breakfast cereals are a popular breakfast food. Identify TWO guidelines that parents should follow to help 

them choose a healthy breakfast cereal.  

 Here again, some of the students did not understand the question and listed healthy ingredients that could 

be added with the breakfast cereal rather than guidelines to follow when choosing a healthy breakfast 

cereal. Others emphasized the importance of choosing a nutritious breakfast cereal with no reference to 

the fiber content or the actual nutrients. For this reason, no marks could be awarded. In cases where 

students stated that the cereal should be low in fat with no reference to saturated fats, marks were 

deducted.  

 

Question 2: Nutrients  

a.  Define the term macronutrients. 

 Most candidates managed to define the term macronutrients. 

 

b.  Outline TWO functions that fats have in the human body. 

 The majority of the candidates managed to outline two functions of fat in the human body. 

 

c.  Fill-in exercise. 

 At times respondents found it difficult to identify the three atoms that make up the fat molecules. In 
addition, some were also unable to highlight the total percentage of energy intake that should be obtained 
from fats. 

 

d.  Measurement used to calculate the energy value of food. 

 A good percentage of students scored well in this question. In addition, most students listed the correct 
energy value of 1g of protein and 1g of fat respectively.  

 

e.  Give TWO examples of food sources containing saturated fats and another TWO examples of food 
sources containing unsaturated fat.  

 Most candidates did not find any difficulty in listing two food sources containing saturated fat. Some 
however, struggled to identify two sources of unsaturated fat.  

 

f.  Identify a health benefit of including omega 3 and omega 6 fatty acids in the diet. 

 Only few students managed to identify a health benefit of omega 3 and omega 6 fatty acids in the diet. 

 

g.  Identify TWO ways how you can encourage an 8-year-old to consume a healthy diet. 

 A wide variety of valid answers were given to this question. Most common answers included: ‘colourful 
ingredients such as vegetables should be used in the meal to attract the child’s attention’, ‘plate food in an 
attractive, original way’ and ‘get children involved in planning a healthy meal’. 
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Question 3: Elderly 

a.  List THREE diet-related disorders and state ONE diet-related cause for each disorder.  

 Most respondents managed to list three diet related disorders but at times instead of listing the cause of 
such disorders they gave an explanation of the disorder itself.  

 

b.  Name TWO diet-related diseases which are inherited genetically (apart from heart disease). 

 A good percentage of the students gave correct answers to this question, at times however, the key word 
‘genetically inherited’ was ignored and instead they listed other diet related disorders.   

 

c.  Give THREE dietary ways how a person could lose weight.  

 Here again, some students ignored the key word ‘dietary’ when listing ways how a person could lose 
weight and instead listed exercise as one of the three examples. Nonetheless, the majority of the 
candidates scored well in this question.  

 

d.  Explain ONE non-dietary way how a person could lose weight. 

 Most often those students who mentioned exercise in the previous question, then gave an incorrect 
answer to this question. However, the majority of the students identified exercise as a non-dietary way 
how a person could lose weight.  

 

Question 4: Cake making 

a.  Name TWO cakes that are made using the creaming method of cake making. 

 The majority of the students were only able to list one cake that is made using the creaming method of 
cake making. 

 

b.  Write down the THREE missing ingredients used to make a cake using the creaming method. 

 Most of the candidates listed the correct ingredients required to make a cake using the creaming method, 
however, only few got the quantities right. 

 

c.  List FOUR small kitchen equipment which you need to make a creamed cake.  

 Here again not all respondents managed to list four correct small kitchen utensils. At times the key word 
‘small’ was ignored. 

 

d.  Explain the scientific principle of creaming eggs and sugar.  

 Very often students managed to clearly explain the scientific principle of creaming eggs and sugar. At 
times students mentioned that air is introduced but if they failed to mention that this would help the cake to 
rise, full marks could not be awarded.  
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e.  Give TWO healthy ways of decorating cakes. Give a reason for each one.  

 Some students listed healthy ways of decorating cakes but at times failed to give a valid reason for their 
choice. Others just did not manage to come up with healthy ways of decorating cakes.  

 

f.  Comment on the shelf life of creamed cakes and give a reason for your answer.  

 When commenting on the shelf life of creamed cakes most students mentioned that they have a long shelf 
life but only mentioned that this is due to the high fat content. Very few identified both sugar and fat as the 
key ingredients used to prolong the shelf life. In addition, some students did not understand this question 
as they referred to cakes with cream rather than cakes made using the creaming method. For this reason 
they gave a completely incorrect answer. 

 

g.  Give TWO reasons why a cake may sink in the middle.  

 Most respondents gave correct reasons why a cake may sink in the middle.  

 

Question 5: Heat transfer 

a.  Mention the THREE different ways how heat is transferred. Explain briefly each one of these methods of 
heat transfer.  

 Most students identified the three methods of heat transfer but at times failed to give a correct 
explanation. 

 

b.  Suggest a different and healthy cooking method for each of the foods listed below.  

 Most candidates managed to suggest a different healthy cooking method for the three foods given. 
 

c.  i) The difference between steaming and baking  

 Very few students answered correctly to this question. Some also gave the answer of the next question 
instead.  

 

 ii) The difference between a food that is steamed and the same food that is baked.  

 Here again only few students referred to the texture of steamed and baked food. Some referred to the 
nutrient content instead and for this reason more marks were lost in this question.  

 

Question 6: Carbohydrates 

a.  Three main groups of carbohydrates. 

 Most of the candidates gave relevant answers in this part of the question and named the three main 
groups of carbohydrates. 
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b.  Defining monosaccharides and disaccharides. 

 Most candidates were not able to define these terms appropriately.  

 

c.  Classifyinging monosaccharides and disaccharides. 

 Only few candidates got full marks for this question. It could be noted that some students took a chance 
and guessed the answers. It was a pity to note that some candidates left out some examples and did not 
classify them into neither monosaccharides nor disaccharides. 

 

d.  Function of carbohydrates and the energy value brovided by 1g of carbohydrate. 

  A significant percentage of students were able to identify the main function of carbohydrates, however the 
energy value was not known by a good number of candidates. 

 

e.  The reasons why certain groups of people require more carbohydrates. 

 Most candidates managed to state that some groups of people require more carbohydrates than other 
people because of the high demands for energy that they require due to their very active lifestyle.  

 
f.  Choosing between white and wholegrain rice while giving TWO reasons to justify the choice.  

 The majority of the candidates opted for wholegrain rice and demonstrated appropriate knowledge when 
justifying their choice by providing two different reasons.  

 
g.  TWO consequences that can result from a diets that lacks in dietary fibre. 

 The majority of students mentioned two appropriate consequences for not consuming enough dietary 
fibre. Appropriate answers including; constipation, the risk of suffering from haemorrhoids or diverticular 
disease as well as an increased chances of cancer of the large bowel were mentioned. 

 
Question 7: Fruits and vegetables 

a.  Ways how children could eat more fruit and vegetables at school.  

 On the whole, this question was completed appropriately with candidates giving different ways how 
children could eat more fruits and vegetables when at school. 

 

b.  Reasons why vegetables should be included in the diet.  

 The majority of the students gave valid reasons why vegetables should be included in one’s diet. Most of 
the time, students mentioned that vegetables are high in fibre, rich in vitamins and minerals and low in 
calories. 

 

c. List THREE points/factors which you should keep in mind when choosing and buying fresh fruit and 
vegetables. 
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 Full marks were not frequently awarded for this question. However, the most common correct factors 
listed were that fruit and vegetables should not be bruised or mouldy. Also, that fruit and vegetables 
should have a nice bright vibrant colour and a pleasant nice smell and that they are locally produced.   

 

d.  How to store different fruits and vegetables at home.                             

 The majority of the candidates did not demonstrate appropriate knowledge regarding the correct storing 
methods of different fruits and vegetables. 

 

e.  How to prevent the loss of certain vitamins during the preparation and cooking of food. 

 Candidates scored fairly in this question. Some of them managed to give proper explanations while other 
students went out of point. Unfortunately, some candidates gave appropriate explanations, but swopped 
preparation with cooking.  

 

Question 8: Convenience foods  

a.  Factors that have contributed to the increase in the popularity of convenience foods. 

 Not all candidates were able to give correct answers to this question. However, common correct answers 
included; less time to spend on the preparation of food, more women going out to work, lack of cooking 
skills and the influence of advertising. 

 

b.  Advantages of choosing a home-made pizza rather than a ready-made one.   

 The majority of the candidates demonstrated appropriate knowledge regarding the advantages of a home-
made pizza over a ready-made one. Most candidates made reference to taste and the advantage of 
choosing your own ingredients. Other candidates listed dietary issues such as the presence of less salt 
and more fibre. A good number of students stated that in a home-made pizza you will know exactly what is 
in it. 

 

c.  Two commonly used food additives and their function.   

 This question posed some difficulty to the candidates, as the majority were not able to identify two food 
additives and their function. Moreover, most of the candidates who got a correct answer identified 
preservatives, colours and flavour enhancers.  

 

Question 9: Milk 

a.   Four nutrients found in milk.      

 A good number of candidates scored highly in this question and stated four correct nutrients that are 
found in milk.  

 
b.  Four types of milk products which are produced locally.      

 The performance for this part of the question varied. Some candidates were able to complete this question 
and gained the maximum marks allocated, while others named some milk products that are not produced 
locally. 
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c.  The purpose of pastuerisation.  

 On the whole the majority of the candidates answered this question correctly. 

 

d.  Reasons why some individuals are opting for Almond and Soya milk. 

 A significant percentage of students were able to respond to this question appropriately. The correct 
reasons stated were that almond and soya milk are suitable for persons who are lactose intolerant or 
vegan. Moreover, these types of milk are made with unsaturated fats so they offer a healthier alternative.  

 

e.  Ways how milk and milk products could be incorporated in the diet. 

 Although this was quite a straight forward question, some candidates found it difficult to come up with four 
different ways of how to include milk and milk products in the diet. However, a good percentage managed 
to gain the maximum marks allocated. 

 

f.  Benefits of serving free milk at school.                                                          

 Candidates performed well in this question and the majority of students were able to state two correct 
benefits of serving free milk at school.  

 

Paper 2A 

 

Question 1: Consumer Education  

a.  Mark is planning to purchase a microwave oven. Outline ONE advantage and ONE disadvantage of a 
microwave oven. 

 Most of the students did not find difficulty in identifying one advantage and one disadvantage of using a 
microwave oven. Most common type of advantage given was that it cooks quickly and saves time whereas 
the most common disadvantage was the initial cost of buying the microwave oven. 

 
b.  What precaution should be taken when choosing dishes to be used in their microwave oven? Give reason 

for your answer.  

 This question did not pose a lot of difficulty to students in listing down a precaution when choosing dishes 
to be used in a microwave oven. However some students found it hard to give a reason why the 
precaution outlined should be followed. 

 
c.  Mark finally decides to purchase a microwave oven that costs €400. Identify TWO ways how he can pay 

for their new home appliance. 

 While most students gave relevant answers in this part of the question there were a number of students 
who wrongly wrote the type of credit card or debit card instead. 

 

d.  When he purchases the microwave oven, Mark was given a guarantee.  Define the terms legal guarantee 
and commercial guarantee. 
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 For most of the students there was no difficulty in defining a legal guarantee and a commercial guarantee.  

 

e.  After about 2 months from purchase, the microwave oven developed a fault. What should Mark do in such 
a situation? 

 This question did not pose a lot of difficulty to students as the majority listed detailed points that Mark 
should do in such a situation. 

 

f.  What steps need to be taken when the trader and consumer do not reach an agreement? 

 Overall this question was incorrectly answered by most of the students. The answers given by most of the 
students were not relevant as they gave detailed description of how to make a complaint in person, by 
writing a letter or email or by phoning. 

 

g.  What does ECC stand for? 

 This question was also answered incorrectly by most of the students. Few were the ones which gave a 
good answer. 

 

h.  What is the function of the ECC Malta? 

 The majority of students were unable to write the function of the European Consumer Centre and instead 
wrote various answers which were not relevant. 

 

Question 2: Environment 

a.  Identify ONE repercussion that wasting water may have on the environment and on humans. 

 While most students identified a relevant repercussion that wasting water may have on the environment, 
the repercussion identified on humans was wrongly answered by a good number of students who wrongly 
wrote that humans suffer dehydration and die. 

 

b.  Suggest THREE ways how consumers can save water. 

 The majority of the students did not find any problems in suggesting three ways how consumers can save 
water. The most common answers given were turning off tap while washing hands/ washing your teeth, 
taking a quick shower rather than a bath and avoid flushing unnecessarily. 

 

c.  Identify THREE practical ways how consumers can reduce energy consumption. 

 This question was also answered correctly by most of the students. Most common answers given were 
using natural light when possible, turning off light/ switches/ appliances when not in use and using energy 
efficient light bulbs. 

 

d.  Define renewable and non-renewable natural resources giving ONE example of each.  

 The majority of students were able to define renewable and non-renewable resources. Examples of both 
sources were also correctly given by students. 
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Question 3: Finance 

a.  Explain the difference between the terms gross pay and net pay. 

 Most candidates gave a valid difference between the terms gross income and net income. However some 
students did not correctly outline that the national insurance and income tax are deducted from the net 
pay. There were a few students who wrongly mentioned the VAT instead. 

 

b.  Outline TWO reasons why it is important for John to make a budget. 

 For most of the candidates there was no difficulty in outlining two reasons why it is important to make a 
budget. The most popular answers given were to control spending, to plan ahead of spending and to 
ensure essential items are bought first and not luxuries bought instead. 

 

c.  Suggest a suitable bank account that John could have for his first savings. 

 i. Name of bank account:  

 ii. Identify TWO advantages and ONE disadvantage of this type of bank account. 

 The performance for this question was quite mixed up. Some students correctly named and identified two 
advantages and one disadvantage of using this type of bank account whereas others seem to 
misunderstood the question and gave wrong answers.  

 

d.  Give the name of another bank account that he may need to have for future savings. 

 i.  Name of bank account 

 ii. Identify ONE advantage and ONE disadvantage of this type of bank account. 

 This question also had varied answers from students. Some students correctly named and identified an 
advantage and a disadvantage whilst others gave incorrect answers. 

 

e.  What do these abbreviations stand for? PIN, ATM 

 Most students gave valid answer for this question. 

 

f.  The use of plastic money is increasingly becoming more widespread amongst people. Suggest TWO 
possible reasons for this. 

 The majortiy of students answered this question correctly and suggested possible reasons for the 
common use of plastic money. The most common answers given were easy and convenient way of paying 
for goods and services and that you do not need to carry a lot of cash with you. Few students found 
difficulty in answering this question correctly and in fact listed the hazards of using plastic on the 
environment.  

 

Question 4: Energy  

a.  State TWO alternative sources of energy that have become popular in Malta and the reason why they are 
considered as environmental friendly.  

 Most students answered half of this question correctly as they did not give a valid reason why the sources 
of energy mentioned are considered environmentally friendly and wrote other general reasons instead, 
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such as to get cheaper bills. Many students also mentioned wind turbines, this could not be accepted 
since they not considered as a popular  alternative source of energy in Malta. 

 
b.  Give TWO advantages of using products (e.g. detergent/ perfume) which are refillable. 

 Most students answered this question correctly with the most common answers being that of saving 
money and reducing waste from packaging. 

 

c.  Identify TWO ways how clothing could be recycled.  

 Most students identified correct ways how to recycle clothes. The most common answers were to use 
them for crafts, handing them down and donating them to charity. 

 

d  i. List TWO items that you can dispose of in a Civic Amenity Site.  

 Most students answered this question correctly giving different examples of bulky refuse.  

 

 ii. Why do you think it’s important to dispose of these items in the Civic Amenity Site?  

 This question did pose some problems to a number of students who did not come up with a valid reason. 
Others answered correctly, with the most common answer being to avoid throwing them in fields.  

 
Question 5: Child Development  

a.  Give TWO reasons why children are immunised a few weeks after they are born. 

 There were varied responses for this question from the candidates. Some candidates answered this 
question perfectly right while others gave wrong reasons why children are immunised. 

 

b.  Mention THREE vaccinations which are given to 3-month old babies. 

 The majority of students were able to mention correctly three vaccinations given to a 3 month old baby. 

 

c.  Mention TWO ways how you can care for a sick child. 

 Whilst the majority of the students did not find problem in giving two ways how to care for a sick child, 
some students explained wrongly how to bring down a temperature. 

 
d.  Healthy eating habits should start at an early age.  

 i. List THREE foods which babies should be weaned on. 

ii. Give TWO reasons why childhood obesity is very high in Malta. 

 For most of the candidates there was no difficulty in outlining three foods which babies should be weaned 
on. The most popular foods given were carrots, potatoes, apples and bananas. With regards to the 
reasons why childhood obesity is very high in Malta, they were also given correctly by the majority of 
candidates.  
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e.  Write down TWO accidents that can happen in the kitchen and explain how to avoid them. 

 The majority of the students did not encounter problems to write two accidents that can happen in the 
kitchen, and to explain how to avoid each accident. The most common accidents written were cuts and 
falls.  

 
f.   State TWO activities which are organised in a playschool and their benefits to the participating children. 

 This question also had varied responses from students. Some students answered the questions perfectly 
right while others named activities that could be organised outside the playschool such as visits to 
different places of interest or outings to parks. 

 
g.  Explain how attending a playschool affects the social development of a young child. 

 Most of the candidates clearly explained the affects of attending a playschool on a young child. The most 
common type of answers given were waiting for one’s turn, eating and drinking in an appropriate manner 
and respect for oneself and for others. 

 
h.  Explain why nowadays, many grandparents are entrusted with the care of their grandchildren.   

 The majority of students were able to explain why nowadays granparens are entrusted with the care of 
their children mainly bacause their parents are out to work. 

 
i.  Name ONE benefit for the child when he/she is looked after by his/her grandparents.  

 This was also correctly answered by most of the students. The most common answers given were that 
that children will get to enjoy the company of their grandparents and will bond with their family members. 

 
j.  Name TWO benefits for the grandparents when they look after their grandchildren. 

 The majority of the students gave two valid benefits for the grandparents when they look after their 
granchildren namely to keep them company and give them something to do and to enjoy the company of 
the children. 

 

Question 6: Property  

a.  Suggest ONE way how they can get to know about the property that is available for sale in Gozo. Mention 
ONE advantage and ONE disadvantage of using this source. 

 Most students did answer this question correctly. Most common answers were the internet and estate 
agents. A small number seemed to not understand the question and instead suggested a type of house.  

 

b. List and explain FOUR factors which may influence the area the couple chooses to reside in. 

 While most students listed and explained valid factors, some students seemed to have ignored the part 
where they had to explain. Another very common mistake was that of mentioning factors which are not 
related to the area such as the size of the house, if there are many stairs etc. These could not be 
accepted.  

 

c  i. Which property do you consider as being the best option for this family?  
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 ii. Give TWO reasons valid for your choice.  

 Most students answered this question correctly with the most common answers being that it is freehold, 
fully furnished and cheaper.  

 iii. Describe the following different types of accommodation. 

 This question did pose some difficulty as some students did not really describe the accommodation. 
Instead, they mentioned that some are cheaper than others, rooms are big or small etc., this couldn’t be 
accepted as an answer since one cannot generalise on the size and price of a particular type of 
accommodation. A number of students also mixed up terraced houses with penthouses.  

 

d.  Define the following term: Freehold and Ground rent. 

 Many students found difficulty answering this question. Very few knew the correct definition of Freehold 
and Ground rent. A common mistake was that of mixing ground rent with the normal renting of a property 
and freehold as paying whenever you like.  

 

e.  Explain the difference between renting and buying a residence. 

 The majority of students answered this question correctly. Some marks were deducted when failing to 
mention that when buying, one has to pay the whole amount in order for the property to become his/hers.  

 

f.  Identify TWO factors they should consider before deciding to take their home loan.  

 While a number of students answered this question correctly, some of them did not obtain the full marks 
as they only identified one correct factor. The most common correct answer was to make sure that one is 
able to pay back the loan.  

 

g.  Why is a life insurance policy essential when taking up a home loan?  

 Unfortunately, the majority of students answered this question incorrectly. Some of them wrote that a life 
insurance would cover anything that happens to the property while others said that a life insurance would 
cover anything that would happen to you.  

 

h.  Since this new property will be a holiday house and it will be situated in Gozo, they are rather concerned 
about ensuring that their property remains safe. What can they do to put their mind at rest with regard to 
this issue? 

 The majority of students obtained marks in this question with the most common correct answer being a 
burglar’s alarm.  

 
Question 7: Freezers  

a.  Mention TWO types of freezers one can find on the market. 

 Most students obtained all the allocated marks for this question however there were many others who 
gave confusing answers such as top and bottom freezer and larder which could not be accepted.  

 

b.  Mention TWO advantages for each type of freezer. 
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 Those who answered the previous question correctly managed to obtain most of the marks for this 
question as well.  

 

c.  What are the benefits of owning a refrigerator and a freezer in the house?  

 Unfortunately, most students gave very brief answers for this question, resulting in deduction of marks. A 
number of students named the foods that could be preserved in them instead of the benefits, only a very 
few number mentioned that the self-life of food is prolonged since bacteria are inactive at low 
temperatures.  

 

d.  Mention TWO points you should look out for when choosing a freezer. 

 In general, most student obtained full marks with the most common answers being one’s budget, the size 
of the freezer and the space available in the kitchen.  

 

e.  Before freezing vegetables, it is advisable to blanch them first. 

 i. Explain why it is important to blanch vegetables.  

 There were only a small number of students who obtained the full marks, most students said that it will 
retain the texture, taste and smell, few others mentioned that it will deactivate enzyme but only a small 
number mentioned them both.  

 ii. Describe the process of blanching vegetables. 

 While most students knew how to describe the process, very few could explain it in enough detail, such as 
mentioning the time required to boil food.  

 

f.  Suggest TWO suitable packaging for the freezer.  

 Most students named plastic as a suitable packaging for freezers. Quite a common mistake was when 
mentioning glass.  

 

g.  How would you label foods for the freezer?  

 This questions seemed to have confused students because there was quite a number who explained that 
one should label food with a marker. Another very common mistake was that of simply saying ‘by date’ 
this couldn’t be accepted since they had to specify that the date of freezing was important not the date of 
purchase, preparation or best before.  

 
h.  What is the function of the ‘Quick-freezing’ button installed in the freezer? 

 Unfortunately, very few students obtained the marks for this question. Students seemed to be not aware 
of how this function works. Many of them simply said that it is used to freeze food quickly. 

 

i.  State TWO ways how a person can conserve energy while using the refrigerator/freezer.  

 Most students did well in this question with the most common answers being that one shouldn’t overfill the 
refrigerator/freezer and not leaving the door open for long. 
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j.  It is important to ensure a high standard of food hygiene when storing and cooking food. State TWO 
factors you should consider. 

 In general students did well in this question however, the majority of those who lost marks was because 
they mentioned standards of personal hygiene instead of food hygiene.  

 

Paper 2B 

 

Question 1: Consumer Education  

a.  Outline ONE advantage and ONE disadvantage of a microwave oven. 

 Similar to Paper 2A, most of the students did not find difficulty in identifying one advantage and one 
disadvantage of using a microwave oven. Most common type of advantage given was easy to use and 
clean whereas the most common disadvantage was the initial cost of buying the microwave oven. 

 

b. Why are metal and foil dishes NOT placed in a microwave oven? 

 The majority of students were unable to give the correct reason why metal and foil dishes should not be 
placed in a microwave oven. 

 

c.  Your friend decides to buy a microwave oven that costs €400. She decides to pay for the microwave oven 
in cash. Suggest another TWO ways how they can pay for their new home appliance. 

 This question had varied responses from students. Some students answered this question perfectly right 
while others wrongly suggested the name of credit card or debit card instead. 

 

d. i. The shopkeeper gave her a guarantee. List FOUR important pieces of information that should be written 
on the guarantee. 

Most of the students clearly listed four important pieces of information written on the guarantee. The most 
common type of answers given were name and address of person giving the guarantee and/ person 
buying the item, date, duration of the guarantee, terms of guarantee. 

 

e. After 2 months the microwave oven developed some problems.  

 i. What should she do in such a situation? 

 ii. What steps need to be taken when the trader and consumer do not reach an agreement? 

 The majority of students were able to list detailed points of what Mark should do in such a situation. 
However the second part of this question most of the students answered it incorrectly. The answers given 
by most of the students were not relevant. Very few students were the ones who mentioned MCCAA. 

 

Question 2: Environment  

a. Identify TWO ways how wasting water may be harmful on the environment and on humans. 
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 This question had very similar response to that of Paper 2 A. While most students identified a relevant 
repercussion that wasting water may have on the environment, the repercussion identified on humans 
was wrongly answered by a good number of students. 

 
b. Suggest TWO ways how consumers can save water. 

 The majority of the students did not find any problems in suggesting two ways how consumers can save 
water. The most common answers given were turning off tap while washing hands/ washing your teeth, 
taking a quick shower rather than a bath and when washing dishes by hand do not let the water run and 
instead fill the sink or basin with water. 

 

c.  Identify TWO ways how consumers can save on electricity bills. 

 This question was also answered correctly by most of the students. Most common answers given were 
turning off light/ switches/ appliances when not in use and using energy efficient light bulbs and use 
natural light when possible. 

 
d. Mention TWO renewable and TWO non-renewable natural resources.  

 Whilst the majority of the students did mention good sources, some students wrongly listed other sources 
which were not relevant to the question. 

 

Question 3: Finance 

a.  His gross pay is €1000 and his net pay is €800. Explain the difference between the terms gross pay and 
net pay. 

 Overall this question was incorrectly answered by most of the students. The answers given by most of the 
students were not clear.  

 

b  i. Mention TWO guidelines that should be followed when planning a budget.   

 The performance for this question was quite mixed up. Some students mentioned two clear guidelines that 
should be followed when planning a budget whereas others seem to have misunderstood the question 
and gave similar answers to the following question. 

 

 ii. Outline TWO reasons why it is important for a family to save money.  

 For most of the candidates there was no difficulty in outlining two reasons why it is important to make a 
budget. The most popular answers given were to plan ahead the way money is spent and to ensure 
essential items are bought first and not luxuries bought instead. 

 

c.  Suggest a suitable bank account that John could have for his first savings. 

 i. Name of bank account:          

 ii. Identify ONE advantage and ONE disadvantage of this type of bank account. 

 Some students found difficulty in answering this question correctly and in fact listed down life assurances 
or bonds which were not relevant. This was not accepted as the question referred to a bank account. The 



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2016 

17 

 

accepted answer for this question was savings account. Unfortunately the ones who wrote an incorrect 
bank account also gave incorrect advantage and disadvantage. 

 
d.  Give the name of another bank account that he may need to have for future savings. 

 i. Name of account 

 ii. Identify ONE advantage and ONE disadvantage of this type of bank account 

 This question was also wrongly answered by most of the students as they listed down an irrelevant 
account. Unfortunately the students who did not give a valid bank account were unable to give a correct 
corresponding advantage and disadvantage.  

 

e.  Credit cards and debit cards are becoming very popular when shopping. Suggest TWO possible reasons 
for this. 

 Contrary to the above question, this question did not pose any difficulty to students and most of the 
students answered it correctly. The most common answers given were easy and convenient way of paying 
for goods and services, credit cards are essential when shopping online and you do not need to carry a lot 
of cash with you. 

 

Question 4: Energy  

a.  State TWO environmental friendly measures in the home and give ONE reason why each is so. 

 Most students got half of the answer correct mostly because the reason they wrote was not related to the 
environment e.g. cheaper bills.  

 

b.  Give ONE advantage of buying biodegradable bags. 

 Although, there were a number who answered this question correctly, most of the students did not really 
know what biodegradable bags were and therefore could not give one advantage. 

 

c.  Give TWO advantages of using products (e.g. detergent/ perfume) which are refillable. 

 While most students gave valid advantages, there were a number who did not seem to understand the 
question as they wrote advantages of using perfumes/detergents instead of advantages for using 
refillables.  

 
d.  Give TWO examples how household waste could be recycled.  

 The majority answered this questions correctly with the most common answers being to reuse certain 
items or dispose in bring in sites. 

 

Question 5: Child Development  

a.   Give TWO reasons why children are immunised a few weeks after they are born. 

 Overall this question was incorrectly answered by most of the students. The answers given by most of the 
students were not relevant.   
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b.  Mention TWO vaccinations which are given to 3-month old babies. 

 The performance for this question was quite mixed up. Some students correctly mentioned two 
vaccinations which are given to 3-month old babies whereas others seemed to have misunderstood or 
gave wrong answers for this question. 

 

c.  Write down TWO ways how you can care for a sick child. 

 Whilst the majority of the students did not find problem in giving two ways how to care for a sick child, 
alike paper 2A some students wrongly explained two ways how to bring down a temperature. 

 

d.  Healthy eating should start at an early age.   

 i. Write FOUR foods that are first introduced to a six month old toddler.  

 ii. Give ONE reason why childhood obesity is high in Malta.  

 For most of the candidates there was no difficulty in outlining four foods that are first introduced to a six 
month old toddler. The most popular foods given were carrots, potatoes, apples and bananas. With 
regards to the reason why childhood obesity is very high in Malta, the answer was correctly given by the 
majority of students outlining lack of exercise as the most common reason.  

 
e.  Write down TWO accidents that can happen in the kitchen and explain how to avoid them. 

 The majority of the students did not find a problem to write two accidents that can happen in the kitchen 
and explained in detail how to avoid them. The most common accidents written by students were cuts and 
falls.  

 
f.  State TWO activities which are organised in a playschool.  Write the benefits of these activities for the 

participating children.  
 This question like the answers given in Paper 2A, also had varied responses from candidates. Some 

candidates answered the questions perfectly right while others named activities that could be organised 
outside the playschool such as visits to different places of interest or outings to parks. 

 
g.   Describe TWO social skills that a young child acquires when he/she attends playschool. 

  Overall this question was incorrectly answered by most of the students. The answers given by most of the 
students were not relevant. 

 
h.   Give ONE reason why grandparents look after their grandchildren.  

 Most students gave valid reason why grandparemts look after their grandchildren. Most of the common 
answer given by students was to take care of the child whilst the parents are at work. 

 

i.  Give FOUR different examples, how grandparents and grandchildren can spend their time together. 

 This question was also correctly answered by the majority of students namely giving different ways how 
grandparents and grandchildren can spend time together such as reading and playing games, going to 
walks in countryside, cooking and preparing food etc. 
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j.   Name ONE advantage for the child to be looked after by his/her grandparents.  

 The majority of the students gave a valid advantage for the child to be looked after by his/her granparents. 

 

k.  Name ONE advantage for the grandparents to look after their grandchildren. 

 This was also correctly answered by most of the students. The most common advantage named by 
students was to keep them company and give them something to do. 

 
Question 6: Housing  

a.  Suggest THREE advantages of a buying property with the help of an estate agent.  

 The majority of students did well in this question with the most common answer being that one would find 
a property more quickly according to ones needs. 

 

b.  Suggest TWO disadvantages of buying property with the help of an estate agent.  

 Most students did well in this question as well, many of them mentioned that the biggest disadvantage is 
the fact that you need to pay the estate agent. 

 

c.  Mention THREE factors that they need to take into consideration before making their final choice about 
the house.  

 This question was quite easy and students did very well in it. 

 

d.  After careful consideration they are undecided between these two options. 

 i. In your opinion should they purchase option 1 or option 2?  

 This question was also very straightforward and students managed to answer it correctly, although there 
were a number who for some reason answered it incorrectly.  

 ii. Give TWO reasons why Property 1 or Property 2 is the best option for this family.  

 When it came to giving reasons there were a number of students who got confused however, the majority 
answered correctly with the most common answers being that the property is near the beach and that it is 
freehold. 

 iii. Describe the following types of accommodations available in Malta. 

 Unfortunately, many students lost marks in this question either because they did not give enough 
description or because they were not able to describe the type of accommodation correctly. The most type 
of accommodation which posed problems was the terraced house, many of the students confused it with a 
penthouse.  

 

d.  In order to pay for this property, Jason and Maria need to obtain a home loan. 

 i. Identify TWO factors they should be considering before deciding to take their home loan. 
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 While most students managed to identify at least one factor which should be considered before taking a 
home loan, it was noticed that a number of students focused on factors related to the house instead of the 
loan.  

 

g.  Why is a life insurance policy important when taking up a home loan?  

 This questions seems to have posed a difficulty on students, a very small number managed to answer 
correctly. Many of them were not aware that a life policy is important in the case of a person passing away 
while paying the loan he/she would not leave a financial burden on the family. A number of them also 
confused it with ‘home loan’.  

  

h.  Since this new property will be a holiday house, how can they secure their home? 

 Many students managed to answer this question correctly.   
 
 

Question 7: Freezers 

a.  Name the following refrigerators one can find on the market. 

 While most student managed to name the fridge-freezer, many other did not get the chest freezer right. 
Some of the common wrong answers were; top bottom freezer and larder. 

 

b.  Mention TWO advantages of a chest freezer and ONE advantage of a fridge-freezer.  

 A number of students answered this question correctly, but a large portion managed to answer correctly a 
part of the question. Writing that one of the appliance is cheaper that the other was a common mistake. 
Some students also lost marks for giving the same answer e.g. saying that the chest freezer is spacious 
and that it can hold large items, which were considered as one answer.  

 

c.  State where you would place the following food items in the refrigerator.  

 Unfortunately, many students did not manage to point out the correct location of where certain foods 
should be placed. Only a couple of students managed to obtain full marks for this question.  

 

d.  Mention TWO points you should look out for when choosing a freezer. 

 In general, many students did well in this question and mentioned good points one should look out for 
when choosing a freezer. The most common answers were the space available, capacity and energy 
consumption.  

 
e  i. Explain why it is important to blanch vegetables.  

 ii. Describe the process of blanching vegetables.  

 Overall, this question was incorrectly answered by most students as they were unable to describe the 
blanching process. A large number had no idea what this process was, while others linked it with killing 
bacteria. There were some candidates who knew that vegetables would need to be scalded and then 
cooled.  
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f.  Suggest TWO suitable packaging for the freezer.  

 In general, students suggested plastic as a suitable packaging for freezer. A number of students 
mentioned glass. This couldn’t be accepted as an answer. 

 
g.  Frozen foods should be labelled accordingly. Write TWO types of information which should be included on 

frozen food.  

 While the majority had a good idea of what should be written on frozen foods, a very common mistake 
was that of writing ‘date’, this couldn’t be accepted since there are various dates one can be referring to 
including; date of purchase, date of freezing and best before day. The accepted answer was ‘date of 
freezing’. 

  

h.  State TWO ways how a person can save electricity while using the refrigerator/freezer.  
  

 The performance of this question was quite mixed up. The most common correct answer was that of 
saying that the door shouldn’t be left open for long. However, quite a large number of students said that 
the fridge should be switched off at night. 

 
i.  List TWO rules for personal hygiene when preparing and cooking food.  

 While some students answered this question correctly, a number of them seemed to have ignored the 
‘personal hygiene’ as a keyword and mentioned general hygiene, such as to use different chopping 
boards.  

 
j.  It is important to ensure a high standard of food hygiene when storing and cooking food. State TWO 

factors you should consider when storing and cooking food. 

 While most students managed to obtain part of the answer correctly, it was noticed that some students 
ignored important keyword and gave answers about general hygiene, so they did not address the question 
properly.  
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