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SEC FRENCH  

MAY 2016 SESSION 

 EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 

General Statistics  
  
Registration for Examination  
 
1216 candidates registered for SEC French: 898 candidates registered for Paper A and 318 
candidates registered for Paper B.  

 

  
Attendance for Examination  
  
With respect to Paper A, 3 (out of 898) candidates failed to sit for the examination, whereas 
with regard to Paper B, 10 candidates (out of 318) failed to sit for the whole examination. 
Therefore a total of 13 candidates (1.1% of the whole cohort) failed to sit for all the 
examination. 

 

  
Overall Performance  
  
Grades awarded were distributed as indicated in the table below.   
 
Table 1: Candidates’ distribution of grades 

 

  

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 111 202 255 145 92     90 3 898 

PAPER B       45 87 57 55 64 10 318 

TOTAL 111 202 255 190 179 57 55 154 13 1216 

% OF TOTAL 9.13 16.61 20.97 15.63 14.72 4.69 4.52 12.66 1.07 100 

 
 

 Analysis of tasks set 
  
 Interprétation de l’image 
  
 A variety of photographs was selected. Candidates were asked to choose one at random and were given 

some time to examine it carefully. 
  
 Candidates are by now very familiar with this component where a set of questions is asked. These range 

from factual questions about the content of the picture, such as questions asking for physical 
descriptions of persons in the picture and questions about the time and season when the picture is set, to 
questions which require a more subjective analysis on the candidate’s part, such as questions about the 
mood of the person in the picture and whether the candidate would like to be part of the situation 
portrayed in the image.  

  
 This exercise requires not only knowledge of basic expressions and vocabulary but also an ability to form 

an opinion and to make suppositions. While there is no single, definite answer to subjective questions, 
candidates are expected to give answers which make sense and to be able to voice their opinion.  
 
The overall result in this exercise was satisfactory.  

  
 Jeu de role 

 
 A different role play was presented for each examination session. This is a communicative exercise 

during which the candidate is expected to converse with the examiner according to the situation set. 
Since the situations presented are related to the candidate’s daily life, s/he is expected to be able to cope 
with the situation and to express him/herself in good French. The candidate is encouraged to use the 
preparation time wisely and to formulate sentences that allow the examiner to assess his/her 
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competence. A mere ‘oui’ or ‘non’ answer will not help candidates obtain good marks in this exercise.   
 Dictation 
  
 Six different texts were set and an effort was made to ensure that the level of difficulty of the content was 

the same in all cases.  
 
Markers were instructed to correct a list of pre-selected items. These varied in difficulty from articles and 
simple nouns to more complicated compound tenses.  Candidates are reminded that to obtain a good 
mark in this exercise, they must follow the logic of the text. 

  
 Words like lorsque, beaucoup and pourtant are still being incorrectly spelt; homophones also continue to 

present problems: ce/se, c’est/ses, et/est and m’a/ma. Other mistakes could have been avoided had the 
candidates paid more attention (some wrote qua for quoi) and tried to follow the logic of the text (some 
candidates wrote peur instead of père and vert instead of vers). Mistakes would also have been avoided 
if candidates had listened carefully (some wrote gros instead of grand and bon instead of beau). Accents 
are important in French and candidates are encouraged to learn how to write basic words correctly, such 
as père, mère and très. Mistakes in verbs were rampant: some wrote resté instead of the infinitive rester; 
été instead of était and elle a changait instead of elle a changé. However, an improvement in the 
punctuation marks has been noted. Candidates are reminded to use the last few minutes allotted for 
revision well; during this time, certain mistakes such as ones related to agreement with words in the 
plural can be corrected.  

  
 Listening Comprehension 
  
 Sections A and B were the most straightforward whereas Section C presented more challenges, 

although in this last section, some questions were accompanied by an answer with missing words to fill 
in. One must keep in mind that although in Section C, marks are not lost for spelling mistakes, words 
which are misspelt to a degree that they end up meaning something different cannot be accepted; for 
instance  un auditeur cannot be accepted for un éditeur. At times, candidates tried to transcribe whole 
sentences, thus showing that they were not able to select what was relevant for the answer.  
 
In spite of the comments in the previous paragraph, examiners are pleased to note that most candidates 
attempted to answer all the questions and some did very well in this exercise.   

  
 Message à rédiger 

 
 This year’s performance in this exercise was weak as a good number of candidates simply copied from 

the task set to reach the required 50 words, showing their limited mastery of vocabulary. Messages were 
not always coherent. A considerable number of candidates did not present the message in the required 
form: that of an email with the following information: de, à, date and objet. Many messages showed lack 
of planning with many crossed out sentences, pieces of information scattered all over the page, arrows 
and asterisks. Some candidates stated that the summer house was in Paris, ignoring the fact that this 
city does not have any sea. Unacceptable grammatical and syntactic mistakes abounded: nous allons à 
le cinéma; je suis ça va bien; la notre maison c’est trouvé au bord de la mer. Switching between tu and 
vous was also very common.  
 
A limited number of candidates did make proficient use of more complex grammar structures, such as 
the use of the COD, COI, imperative, demonstrative pronouns, conditionnel, gérondif and some varied 
vocabulary: en regardant le coucher de soleil en mangeant des glaces; heureusement les grandes 
vacances approchent de plus en plus rapidement; j’en ai marre des examens. 

  
 Overall it might be that candidates are not giving this exercise its due grammatical importance. More 

practice is required in this section of the examination paper. 
 

 Culture et civilization 
  
 The format presented was similar to that of previous years and open-ended questions were avoided.   
  
 In Section II, very few candidates obtained full marks. Questions 7 and 8 were occasionally problematic.  

In Section III, candidates did quite well, with a good number of them obtaining full marks. Question 8 was 
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occasionally problematic. 
 Performance in Section IV was very weak. At times, markers had the impression that candidates just put 

in a letter to complete the crossword.  Many got questions 3 and 12 wrong. 
  

 Tâche à accomplir 
  

 Two titles were proposed, identical for Papers 2A and 2B, with the only difference being that candidates 
sitting for Paper 2B were given additional guidance. . 

  

 As regards performance in this exercise, some had very good ideas and made good use of vocabulary 
whereas others failed to achieve the task.  One could notice that a great number of candidates found it 
very difficult to reach the word limit set. Some wrote two or three sentences (especially for Paper B) or 
just copied the title and went no further.  

 

 Tâche 1: This seems to have been the more popular title although the task was not always clearly 
understood. Some thought that the title meant that they worked in a dance club, found a stray dog and 
either took care of it while at work in the club or else took it home. Others thought that travail meant 
travelling. 

  

 Tâche 2: Some candidates produced very good work whereas others concentrated on their friends and 
left out the problems they encountered at school and the solutions they came up with to tackle them. It is 
a pity that a number of candidates found it difficult to talk about school life even in a simple manner. 

 

 Most examiners felt that candidates lacked the necessary vocabulary and grammar for this exercise. The 
passé composé and the imparfait, required for Tâche 1, presented huge pitfalls, whereas sentence 
structure proved to be problematic at times. Certain vocabulary was unacceptable: Nous stayons ; 
kennel ; subjets ; une bonne résulte. Also, once again, the influence of English and Italian was noticed : il 
era malade; j’ai bathée le chien.  
 

In some instances, work was presented in a disordered manner with information scattered all over the 
paper and marked with asterisks and/or chunks of paragraphs crossed out. At times, paragraphing was 
non-existent. There was also an increase in the number of candidates failing to use even basic 
punctuation like capital letters, commas and full stops. As a result, some texts were difficult to read and 
understand. 
 

On a different note to that in the previous paragraphs, some very good sentences were also noted, which 
the examiners felt they should reproduce: Beaucoup de gens abandonnent et maltraitent les chiens ;  Si 
on n’a pas de temps pour aider nos amis les animaux, on peut le faire en donnant de l’argent aux 
associations qui travaillent en faveur des animaux ; J’ai beaucoup d’amis qui sont sympas et gentils, 
comme moi. ; Le chien est le meilleur ami de l’homme. 

 

   
 Compréhension de l’écrit 
  
 The same text was proposed for Papers 2A and B, with the Paper B questions adapted to the level of 

difficulty expected in this paper.  
 

 Paper 2A 
 

 

 Question 2A: A good performance overall.  Very few candidates left out some answers whereas others 
gave more than the word necessary or copied wrongly.   

 

 Question 2B: A good performance overall.  Most candidates got all the answers correct.  
 Question 2C: A good performance overall.    
 Question 2D: A weak performance. A great number of candidates copied whole sentences from the text or 

gave sentences that did not make sense.   
 

 Question 2E: A good performance overall.  
 Question 2F: A weak performance. Candidates had difficulty finding the right answers and writing them 

down correctly. 
 

 Question 2G: A satisfactory performance, although candidates still find this question difficult. In fact, very 
few candidates got full marks in this question.  

 

 Question 2H: A weak performance. It seems that candidates are still struggling with this question. 
However, some good titles were: Les jeunes-adultes en France, sont-ils contents? and Les ados français 
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– dépendants ou indépendants ? although most candidates gave only Les adolescents. 
 

 Paper 2B 
  
 Question 2A: A good performance overall. Questions 6, 7 and 8 seemed to be the most challenging.  
 Question 2B: A good performance overall. 
 Question 2C: The problem with these questions does not seem to have stemmed from a lack of 

understanding of the text but rather from a difficulty in applying the grammar learned. How else can one 
explain that some gave a masculine or a plural noun when asked what noun the pronoun 'elle' stood for? 
Candidates similarly gave a singular noun when asked what the pronoun 'les' was referring to. 

 Question 2D-F: A weak performance. In these questions, the ability to use one’s own words and to find 
particular information was required. Although some attempted the task in a rather acceptable manner, 
others either left these questions out or copied chunks from the text and stopped at a point which did not 
fully answer the particular question.   

 Question 2G: A fair performance, although candidates still find this type of question difficult. In fact, very 
few got full marks in this question. 

 Question 2H: A weak performance. It seems that candidates are still struggling with this type of question. 
Most titles given were Les adolescents or Les adolescents en France. 

 
 Language exercises  
   
 In both Paper 2A and 2B, candidates were given two exercises which focused on no specific area but 

which required knowledge of many different points. 
 

   
 Paper 2A 

 
 

 Exercise 3 required candidates to associate a question with its logical answer. With only one answer 
fitting each question, the candidate had to rely on linguistic and pragmatic skills to make the correct 
association. Markers commented that there was a great improvement in this exercise and that the general 
performance was good. 

 

   
 In exercise 4, a text was given and candidates had to either complete the verb given in brackets in a 

particular tense (which was also indicated) or choose the correct word. The performance in this exercise 
was satisfactory, with the major pitfalls being providing the participe passé of apercevoir – most gave 
apercevu – and providing the correct answer for …qu’a-t-elle…(voir – Participe Passé). It was a pleasure 
to note that a lot of candidates got the plus-que-parfait tense correct. 

 

 
 Paper 2B 

 
 

 Exercise 3 required candidates to associate a question with its logical answer. With only one answer fitting 
each question, the candidate had to rely on linguistic and pragmatic skills to make the correct association.  
Markers commented that general performance in this exercise was fair.   

 

   
 In exercise 4, a text was given and candidates had to underline the correct answer. The performance in 

this exercise ranged between weak and fair, with a great number of candidates not being able to apply the 
grammar rules learned to be able to choose the right option.  

 

   
 

 General Comment 
  
 Candidates did well in most of the oral section of the examination but the overall performance in the 

Message, Tâche and some comprehension questions left much to be desired. Candidates need to 
understand not only the particular grammar points but also their application so as to strengthen their 
linguistic performance.  

 

Chairperson 

2016 Examination Panel  


