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We cannot veto human rights 

Dr Andrew Azzopardi, Dean  

 

Your Excellency, distinguished colleagues, good afternoon. 

 

It is indeed a privilege to be invited to address this conference this afternoon. 

 

I believe that the three questions that you have chosen to inform this debate are significant, that is; 

 

• What are the impacts of policy interventions on migratory journeys and experiences across the 

Mediterranean? 

• How do refugees and migrants negotiate complex and entwined migratory and regulatory 

dynamics? 

• In what ways can a European policy agenda be re-shaped to address concerns such as migrant 

deaths at sea more effectively? 

 

Recently, I have been ploughing through Slovoj Zizek’s, ‘In Defence of Lost Causes’ (yes I do lead a 

strange lifestyle), a great piece from an equally extraordinary social scientist. 

  

The crux of his tasty work is when he speaks of “resistance and intervention”. But, what really 

touched me is something that Zizek states about politicians in this epic piece of his. He writes that 

“...the pose of outspoken personal sincerity is a guarantee of truthfulness.” 

  

Oh how true this is. 

  

If there is anything we need in this sector, and we really need a lot of it if you had to ask me, is that we 

need people with a “conscience”.  Then again, “conscience” is not only about decisions that partake to 

general positions but it comes with a price tag – “one has to act”. Now, if we want to be populist, if we 

want to take social values for a ride, please do not listen any further because there is something that I 

am going to share with you that I feel strongly civil society needs to speak about, that is, if the polis is 

really about “conscience”. 

  

Here comes. 

  

First, we need to undo the cliché coating that has encapsulated the principle of solidarity; 

 

Secondly, we cannot just call ourselves a welcoming community but we need to prompt the systems 

and the structures that will kick start when this process doesn’t come natural.   

 

Thirdly, we need to develop a sense of pride in who we are, what we stand for, what represents us, 

because if we are confident we feel secure, if we are positive about ourselves we overcome our 

timidness, if we are self-assured we overpower our uncertainties and all of this contributes to unfasten 

ourselves from the fear of the unknown, of the ‘them’. 

 



What I would like to humbly propose at this stage is that we conceptualise a movement of human 

solidarity, camaraderie led by the people because as Aristotle famously expressed, “To take no part in 

the running of the community’s affairs is to be either a beast or a god!”. 

  

To me, political activity is not about compromises, it’s not about taking the shortest road possible or 

simple appeasements but it’s about looking at the broader picture and taking affirmative and decisive 

action. 

  

It’s about interpreting the individual needs, trying to understand them and captivating the challenges. 

It’s about defending the lost causes! 

  

And as I am writing this piece in a comfortably lit, clean and air-conditioned room, and presenting in a 

lovely 5-star hotel, let’s keep in mind that people are metaphorically (or possibly not) squeezed in iron 

boxes at the other end of some abandoned airfield, with dreams that are melting away, squashed 

beyond recognition. 

  

We all know, because this feels like its preaching to the converted, that migration is not a new 

phenomenon and human beings have been forging new routes and seeking out new spaces to explore, 

to survive, to live, since the beginning of time.  However, sorry for possibly sounding irritable but 

never have I felt so strongly that these people have been so short changed in terms of compassionate 

political decision making. Understandably, this phenomenon is unpredictable at times, multifaceted 

and complex and it does bring to the fore new challenges - but that shouldn’t slow us down, but 

strengthen our resolve.  

  

We need to oscillate away from a ‘tolerated’ state.  

We need to eradicate the protracted limbo.  

We need to undo the anxieties, the timidities. 

We need to struggle against exploitative employment conditions, corrupt employers, precarious 

working conditions. 

We need to reach out through language, dialogue, community negotiation and occupancy. 

  

The onus of all this political revamping should not only fall on the administration and the executive of 

the country, should not only be the commitment of the NGOs and Social Welfare Agencies but 

academia has a decisive and key role and we shouldn’t shy away from this matter.  And this is the 

message I would like to convey, that the Faculty I lead, the Faculty for Social Wellbeing, has a 

fundamental role in enticing ethical conduct, promoting unity, encouraging the common good, 

inspiring all to social justice and cheer cohesion.  We need to do that in our scholarship, mentoring and 

teaching of students and in our community engagement.   

  

Finally, the Faculty appeals to all stakeholders to remain on the right side of history and to do the 

morally justified judgements.  This is indeed another important portion of this massive jigsaw puzzle. 

 

Have a good seminar. 

 

 


