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SEC Geography
MAY 2017 Session
Examiners’ Report

Part 1: STATISTICAL INFORMATION

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2017 session of the examination:

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL
PAPER A 16 28 36 21 16 - - 16 6 139
PAPER B - - - 11 11 7 3 10 8 50

TOTAL 16 28 36 189

% OF TOTAL 8.5 14.8 19.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0

Paper I consisted of ten compulsory structured questions covering the whole syllabus content as well
as a range of geographical skills. Questions 1 and 2 carried 16 marks each and the remainder a total
of 48 marks distributed as in shown in Table 1. The paper was marked out of a total of 80 marks and
the marks awarded to the field reports were added to it for a maximum of a 100 marks. Papers IIA
and IIB were divided into two sections each with candidates having to answer two questions out of the
four set in each of two sections - section A dealt with topics in physical geography and section B with
themes in human geography. The questions followed the sections as indicated in the syllabus. Each
question answered in Paper II carried a maximum of 25 marks with the four questions totalling 100
marks.

The overall breakdown and the distribution for each paper and the average marks obtained overall
are given in Tables 1 to 4.

Table 2: SEC Geography 2017, Paper I - Average results for each question and separately for
candidates opting for Paper A and Paper B

Question number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Max Marks 16 16 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 Total/80
Paper A 9.3 9.2 3.9 4.9 5.2 5.5 4.2 3.3 3.5 2.8 51.8
Paper B 8.7 6.2 2.4 2.7 4.5 5.3 1.9 3.7 3.0 2.6 41.0

Percentage
Difference between
Paper  A and B

6.5 32.6 38.4 44.9 13.5 3.6 54.8 10.8 14.3 7.1 20.8

The data provided above shows that overall candidates answering to Paper A obtained twenty
percentage points above those opting to register for Paper B with question 7 showing the broader
difference.

Candidates’ choice of questions in Paper II

As indicated above the Papers in part II of the examination were subject to choice by candidates. The
main strand that emerges from Tables 3 and 4 is that for candidates taking Paper A there was
emphasis at answering questions 1 and 2 with answers on the structure of the earth being most
popular.  Likewise it was evident that answers on global populations and rural-urban migration for
section B were two to three times more popular than those set on farming and the North/South Divide.
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Practically the same situation could be traced for candidates opting for Paper B. However the
question on soils proved to be by far the least popular choice for these candidates.

Table 3: SEC Geography 2017, Paper II A - Main theme and number of candidates* opting for
each question

Theme Structure
of Earth

Geological
structure

Soils Erosion
and
depos-
ition

Global
population

Rural-
Urban
migration

Farming N/S
Div-
ide

Question
Number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Number of
candidates

106 62 49 45 91 96 41 33

*a total of 149 candidates

Table 4: SEC Geography 2017, Paper II B - Main theme and number of candidates* opting for
each question

Theme Structure
of Earth

Geological
structure

Soils Erosion
and
deposition

Global
population

Rural-
Urban
migration

Farming N/S
Divide

Question
Number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Number of
candidates

34 23 9 18 35 24 9 15

*a total of 50 candidates

Table 5 demonstrates the average marks obtained for each question by both sets of candidates with
Paper B candidates obtaining about one-third less marks than Paper A candidates. The main
discrepancy was provided in answers to question 2 and the least in answers to question 8 where the
overall values obtained were similar. Answers to questions 1, 4, 6 and 7 had a range of between 33
and 41 per cent difference between the two sets of candidates. Whilst answers to questions 3 and 5
had a difference of about a quarter, Paper A candidates scoring the higher marks.

Table 5: SEC Geography 2017, Paper II - Average results for each question and separately for
candidates opting for Paper A and Paper B

Question
number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Max marks 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25
Paper A 19 19 19 18 16 17 15 15 138/2=69.0%
Paper B 12 9 14 11 12 10 10 15 93/2= 46.5%
Percentage
Difference
between
Paper  A
and B

36.8 52.6 26.3 38.9 25.0 41.2 33.3 0.0

The overall impression one obtains from this year’s performance in the examination is that the
difference between the two sets of candidates was less marked than in previous years. One of the
main reasons could have been that a few candidates opting for Paper B obtained high marks, well
above previous averages and this increased the overall average marks awarded to Paper B
candidates. The results provided showed that the performance of candidates for physical geography
questions (1-4) for Paper A candidates was higher than that identified for human geography topics (5-
8).  The averages work out to be at 18.75/25 for question 1-4 and at 15.75/25 for questions 5-8. The
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situation for Paper B candidates was overall uniform for both physical and human geography
answers.

Paper 1

Question 1

The majority of candidates were able to identify the grid references of symbols on the map in question
1a and 1b. The measurement of the straight-line distance in question 1d was correctly done by the
majority of candidates, however sometimes, candidates did not properly convert the scale. Most
candidates found it difficult to construct an accurate cross-section between the two given points (1e).
They also encountered problems with question 1e (ii (most probably they did not understand what
was required) and most of them were not able to explain how relief influences transport in the area
represented by the cross-section.

Question 2

Generally, the question on the major world seas was answered correctly by candidates in question
2a, however many candidates did not name the ocean currents correctly, and instead referred to
naming oceans in 2b. Considering that both deserts and countries are included in the syllabus, a
better knowledge of their spatial location was expected in questions 2c and 2d. All locations that were
to be identified (major seas, oceans, deserts and countries) were listed in the syllabus. However a
good number of candidates failed in parts of this question especially those for Paper B candidates.
These scored one-third less marks than their counterparts who opted to sit for paper A.

Question 3

This question dealt with seasons, the revolution and rotation of the Earth. The diagram provided
assisted candidates and good marks were obtained by the majority of candidates. This indicates that
they were prepared to answer this topic. However, whenever a few candidates misread the figure
showing the earth’s orbit around the sun, answers to question 3a and 3b were wrong with candidates
taking Paper B being awarded thirty-eight per cent less mark overall. The majority of candidates
answered question 3c on the cause of day and night correctly.

Question 4

The majority of candidates who opted for paper A answered this question correctly Candidates were
able to explain clearly one process of the hydrological cycle. The most common processes explained
included evaporation and precipitation. There were a few who explained clearly other processes
namely, condensation and transpiration. Most candidates were also able to differentiate well between
surface runoff and groundwater flow. Regarding the effects of flooding, most of the answers given
were correct and to the point. A variety of effects were mentioned including, the destruction of
habitats, removal of top soil and soil erosion, collapse of levees, loss of human life, loss of wildlife,
damage to buildings and infrastructure, destroying of crops, food shortages, increase in diseases,
people become homeless and the deposition of silt/alluvium on the flood plain.

However, some candidates described the whole process of the hydrological cycle, rather than just
one process in question 4a, and some candidates did not know the difference between surface runoff
and groundwater flow in question 4b. Question 4c, centred on the description of one effect of flooding
and a few candidates misread the question and instead answered in terms of the causes of flooding
thus obtaining almost one-half of the marks allocated to this question.

Question 5
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Most of the answers to this question were correct and most candidates were correct in labelling the
diagram of the rainforest with the key words provided. All candidates named the Amazon as an
example of a rainforest. Most candidates also provided a variety of reasons to explain why the
rainforest should be protected, namely, lungs of our Earth, absorb CO2 and release oxygen, home for
a large variety of insects, plants and animals, ragile ecosystem, largest biodiversity on the planet and
to obtain medicines. In general, candidates did very well in Question 5 on tropical rainforests.
However, there were some candidates, who despite the figure and the terms listed down, answered
question 5a on the vegetation layers incorrectly. The majority of candidates referred to the Amazon
rainforest as an example in question 5b, possibly indicating that there has to be more effort to learn
about other rainforests.

Question 6

Most of the answers given were correct indicating clearly that candidates know how to read and
interpret a climate graph. The majority of candidates also managed to identify that the graph shown
represents that of the Mediterranean region. A good number of candidates who opted for Paper A
scored very high marks. In some cases marks were lost when the candidates confused the
temperature and precipitation types of the graph in the climate graph of questions 6a and 6b, hence
getting all the following answers wrong.  In this case Paper B candidates also answered correctly
obtaining a minimal difference to the other candidates.

Question 7

Most of the answers to this question were correct and most candidates were correct in listing three
factors that influence the location of a settlement. The majority of candidates gave a good
performance and listed water, defence and resources as the factors that influence the location of a
settlement. However, some candidates did answer incorrectly, for example by focusing their answer
on climate and socio-economic factors with Paper B candidates scoring overall far less than their
Paper A counterparts.

Question 8

Overall answers to the first part of the question were good showing knowledge about the impacts of
safari holidays. However not all candidates were able to list three methods of sustainable tourism in
relation to safari holidays. Some incorrect answers were based on candidates referring to the impact
on the tourist e.g. heat, long distances to travel, rather than on the negative environmental impacts of
safari holidays. This was even reflected in the answers of question 8b. Again Paper B candidates
performed very well and at par with Paper A candidates.

Question 9

Practically all candidates answered part (a) well with difficulties encountered in part (b) to explain
clearly and in good English any two factors that might affect the location of an industry. This question
was on the factors affecting the location of industries. Since the four factors of question 9a had to be
listed on a diagram of a factory, several candidates labelled their answer in relation to the labelling on
the diagram. Consequently, rather than explaining how any of the two factors affect industry’s
location, candidates interpreted the question in terms of the negative effects of industry, e.g. pollution,
noise, resulting in irrelevant answers in question 9b. However there was only a marginal difference
between the marks awarded to the two sets of candidates.

Question 10

Most of the candidates provided the correct term (NIC’s or Tiger Economies) for the countries
surrounding the Pacific Ocean/rim showing a dramatic increase in industrialisation. However other
confused these with MEDCs. Many candidates failed to explain clearly the factors that led to the
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economic growth of NICs and how industry has grown in Osaka-Kobe.  Some candidates did not do
well in question 10c on the two examples explaining how industry in Osaka-Kobe has grown so
rapidly, since they misinterpreted the answer in terms of what was shown in the figure. However, port
facilities and transport links, together with population and skilled workforce, were sometimes
mentioned as correct factors.  Paper B candidates were almost at par, on average, also in responding
to this question.

Paper II

Section A

Question 1

This question regarded the earth’s structure and plate tectonics. The main issues with the answers
provided was that the candidates did not know all the layers and the sketches were drawn poorly.
Several candidates considered the inner and outer core as two different layers of the earth’s structure.
The definitions of constructive, destructive plate boundaries and how earthquakes are caused were
not exhaustive. Some candidates confused the Richter Scale with the seismograph. A few confused
the topic with coastal landforms.

Question 2

Question 2 was about the geology of the Maltese islands. Most of the answers were correct and a
number of candidates succeeded to give a complete explanation of the sedimentary rock formation
and a detailed information of each rock strata.  However in cases where more attention is needed
some candidates forgot the layers, and others misplaced the layers in their sequence in the diagram.
In other cases, candidates did not include the origin and basic properties of the rock layers.  This may
show that the candidates failed to read the question properly.

Question 3

This question was about soil profiles. Most of the answers for paper A candidates were correct but in
a number of cases especially those answering to Paper B, the diagrams were incomplete, that is
without labels, or missing parts of the soil profile. When answering parts b and c, some candidates did
not use the proper terms, for example for afforestation or deforestation.

Question 4

The majority of the candidates succeeded to explain the erosion and depositional features of coastal
areas, yet missed to refer to the type of waves that enable these formations.  Nevertheless, most of
the candidates were aware and knowledgeable of the different coastal management schemes.
Diagrams were not exhaustive, missing labels or some important annotations. Candidates were not
knowledgeable at times regarding the exact term of the types of management schemes. Paper B
candidates lost a substantial number of marks due mainly for the reasons mentioned above.

Section B

Question 5

The majority of the candidates who attempted this question demonstrated adequate knowledge on the
topic of population.  Points to be considered for improving answers to this type of question include the
interpretation of the age- sex structure appropriately, more clear definitions of population density.
Some candidates provided a poor interpretation of the population pyramid; in some instances, only a
description was provided. Part b ii regarded two factors that influence Brazil’s density patterns. The
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answers to part b ii were at times not exhaustive, or were incorrect, as with a number of Paper B
candidates.

Question 6

Overall the answers from candidates opting for Paper A were encouraging however there are points
that can be improved upon especially in cases were listing and describing  the problems of a shanty
town, most answers focused on health and crime yet failed to point out that these are the
consequences of overcrowding, lack of proper infrastructure, and other consequences. In addition
candidates provided poor or insufficient reasons on how shanty towns can be improved.

Question 7

The majority of the candidates showed ample knowledge about the inputs, processes and outputs of
farming.  Points to consider for a better performance  in future concerning this topic include:
definitions of arable and pastoral farming; explanation as to how a simple arable farm works as an
economic system; and attention has to be paid not to mix the term arable with that of pastoral farming.
However, several candidates were unable to answer clearly why Denmark is a world leader in
pastoral farming.

Question 8

Although both sets of candidates overall performed equally on average in answering this question as
above definitions of terms were lacking such as GDP.  Another major issue with the answers to this
question was poor answers to part b – the cause of inequalities in development between countries.
Moreover, although several candidates knew the difference in equality between the developed and
less developed world, others were not precise in their answers regarding this topic.

General comments

The majority of the candidates were able to answer their chosen questions and attempted all sections.
Some weak candidates, though, found it difficult to interpret certain sections and answer effectively
some or even all the questions.  It may be that their command of English hindered their performance
while at other times their lack of geographical knowledge was inadequate.  It must be noted that
several candidates showed lack of organisation in their thoughts and in the structure of their answers.
Other candidates failed to present clear answers for the examiner to understand.  Moreover, some
candidates’ handwriting was difficult to read. When drawing sketches or diagrams candidates should
include proper sized figures and labelled accordingly. Candidates can improve their English language,
this would help them express themselves, and share their knowledge exhaustively.

Fieldwork Reports

Each candidate had to present two fieldwork reports done under the teachers’ guidance: one report
dealing with an aspect of human geography the other on physical geography. The overall mark
obtained were 15/20, equivalent to 75% for Paper A candidates and 10/20, equivalent to 50% for
Paper B candidates.  Compared to the previous year the marks awarded were marginally less for
candidates opting for Paper A but substantially less for Paper B candidates (12.8/20 in 2016).

Tutors are to be commended for the skills they impart to the candidates on the field and in the
preparation of the reports. In addition, the choice of sites where candidates are taken are appropriate
and it is clear that measurements, data collection and other spatial skills are explained well
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beforehand and on the sites. Candidates also get the opportunity to appreciate the practical side of
the theories covered in class.

It is recommended that:

 All tables are to be titled uniformly throughout the text, with candidates guided as to the best
way/s to present the data in tabular format;

 There is no need to repeat figures listed in the tables again in the text. An overall assessment
is recommended instead or alternatively individual values are grouped together and an
aggregate figure presented in the text immediately following the tables concerned;

 Referencing should be done appropriately with author/s, year, title of book or document,
publisher and location of the publishing house in an order that is similar to all sources. These
should be included as the last item in the project;

 Photographs (plates) must not overshadow the main text but should be presented to illustrate
points that need elaboration within the text. These should be placed immediately after that the
theme has been mentioned. It would also be if these were annotated with special features
arrowed;

 The skills employed and any equipment used in presenting the report should also be included
in the write-up. This would highlight the  learning outcomes; and

 Candidates should provide more spatially based geographic conclusions other than stating
that the fieldwork was enjoyable.

Chairperson
Examiners’ Panel 2017


