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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Textiles and Design was 52. Of these registrations, 26 
opted for Paper IIA and 26 opted for Paper IIB.  
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Main 2019 session of the examination 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 1 2 3 3 2  - 14 1 26 

PAPER B - - - 3 2 5 5 8 3 26 

TOTAL 1 2 3 6 4 5 5 22 4 52 

% OF TOTAL 1.9 3.8 5.8 11.5 7.7 9.6 9.6 42.3 7.7 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Textiles and Design 2019 Main Session  

B. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 
 

Paper I  

 
Question 1a: In this question candidates had to label the fashion features marked with arrows. Overall, 
candidates managed to label correctly most of the fashion features. Many candidates did not specify which type 
of pocket was being displayed in the diagram. The storm shield at the back was also correctly labelled by a good 
number of candidates as the back yoke.  
 
Question 1.b i and ii: Almost all of the candidates gave a suitable occasion and valid reason but some did not go 
into enough detail. It is recommended that responses include more detail when a reason for the given answer is 
requested, since the question carried two marks. 
 
Question 1c: None of the answers included the main primary function of the lining, which is to give extra warmth, 
however a good number of candidates managed to identify one correct function of the lining. 
 
Question d i: A good number of candidates underlined the correct body type. There was a substantial amount of 
candidates who underlined the hourglass body type. This led to an incorrect reason in the following question.  
 
Question d ii: Some candidates were able to give a justified reason for the rectangle body type with many 
mentioning the belt at the waist which can be drawn to create a fuller look and give the illusion of hips. It is 
recommended that more detail is given when giving reasons for a particular choice. Many answers were short 
and did not provide the detail required. 
 
Question 1 ei: The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly by giving a suitable fabric which 
would be suitable to make this jacket. 
 
Question 1 e ii: A good number of candidates stated one property. The most popular answers being that the 
material is hardwearing and provides warmth. A number of replies did not include a correct property which 
matches the answer given in the previous question. 
 
Question 1 e iii: Very few replies included the correct needle size required. The majority of the answers were 
incorrect. 
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Question 1f i: Overall, the replies given did not take into consideration the grain of the fabric and pattern pieces 
were placed in the opposite direction of the lengthwise fold. It is recommended that when drawing pattern pieces 
the sizing is also taken into consideration. For example in some answers the cuff was drawn larger in size than 
the front or back pattern piece.  
 
Question 1f ii: The majority of the candidates did not label the selvedge. A few candidates labelled it in the correct 
position. It is recommended that the diagram is clearly looked at before answering the question. Some candidates 
labelled the selvedge next to the lengthwise fold or the cut edge. 
 
Question 1f iii: Very few replies included a correctly worked estimate. Responses lacked the working and 
reasoning behind the written answer. 
 
Question 1g i: Generally good answers were given. A very good number of responses  included at least one other 
way of disposing of fullness. The majority of the candidates listed gathers, tucks and pleats as answers. 
 
Question 1g ii: The majority of the candidates managed to list at least one of the functions correctly. The 
candidates found most difficulty in giving the function of the under arm dart.  
 
Question 1g iii: Many candidates circled the correct diagram which showed a double pointed dart. 
 
Question 1g iv: The majority of the candidates answered this question incorrectly. Many gave invalid uses which 
did not make sense. 
 
Question 1g v: Some responses included the correct initial steps of pressing darts however none of the responses 
included the whole process.  
 
Question 1g vi: None of the answers to this question were completely correct and no mention was made about 
darts that they should be cut open and pressed flat. 
 
Question 1h i: Overall the majority of the answers given were correct and a good number of candidates managed 
to state at least one general rule out of the two. It is recommended that complete answers are given. 
 
Question 1 h ii: A good number of candidates named the correct type of seam. Different name variations of the 
same seam were accepted. A number of answers did not include a reason. One word answers should be 
discouraged since this would not be adequate to explain the reasoning. 
 
Question 1 h iii: Many candidates answered correctly by drawing two ways of neatening raw edges. However a 
number of respones included a drawing of the neatening on the outer edge of the fabric instead of the seam. 
 
Question 1i i: Very few answers were completely correct. Candidates are encouraged to use the diagrams as 
helpful aids when explaining themselves. Some responses did not include important details such as turning the 
sleeve to the right side, matching notches and pulling threads to draw up ease. 
 
Question 1 i ii: Many candidates did not attempt this question. Many responses erroneously included a 
description related to how they would alter a ready-made sleeve when the diagram was showing a paper pattern. 
The answers showed poor understanding of the question. A few candidates described the process fully.  
 
Question 1k: Very few answers included the steps in the correct order.  
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Question 2 a i: This question was about openings. A good number of candidates listed at least one factor. The 
majority of the candidates mentioned garment type and material as correct answers. Other correct answers were 
accepted. 
 
Question 2 a ii: The majority of the candidates found this question challenging. Some did not attempt to answer 
it. The diagrams should be used as help to the candidate when describing. It is recommended that answers are 
written fully. The first and last step were the answers which the candidates got mostly correct. 
 
Question 2 b: A good number of candidates mentioned a good place where the opening might be used. A good 
number of different answers were accepted. 
 
Question 2 c: A good number of candidates listed another type of opening. The most common answer was the 
faced opening. 
 
Question 3 a: This question was about outfits for toddlers. Nearly all of the candidates identified a suitable fabric. 
The most common answer being cotton. The reasoning behind this choice of material was also mostly answered 
correctly by the majority of the candidates.  
 
Question 3 b: Almost all the candidates answered correctly. Some answers erroneously indicate the knee patches 
as being pockets. 
 
Question 3 c i: The majority of the candidates answered correctly and explained themselves clearly. 
 
Question 3c ii: A good number of candidates answered correctly with many mentioning widening the waist to 
make it elasticated. 
 
Question 3 d: The majority of the candidates answered correctly and listed good ways of making allowance for 
growth. Most popular answers were using elastic waist and using stretchable fabric. 
 
Question 3 e: The majority of the candidates suggested suitable methods such as elastic waistband, velcro and 
large buttons. 
 
Question 3 f i: A good number of candidates listed a good method of embellishing fabric such as embroidery and 
applique. 
 
Question 3 f ii: Nearly all of the candidates designed an attractive shirt suitable for a child. Marks were awarded 
for creativity and colouring.  
 
Question 4 a: This question was about skirts. The majority of the candidates listed correctly all of the four sewing 
notions. Some answers included fashion features instead of sewing notions. 
 
Question 4 b: Only very few answers included a correctly drawn and labelled pattern layout. It should be noted 
that the pattern pieces had to be labelled. Many responses indicated poor understanding of the pattern pieces 
and layout of a six panel gored skirt. 
 
Question 4 c i: A good number of candidates answered this question correctly.  
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Question 4c ii: A number of candidates did not attempt this question Some candidates answered correctly parts 
of this question such as leaving a finger width loop and snipping between. 
 
Question 4 d: Many candidates managed to put most of the steps in the correct order.  
 
Question 4 e i: Performance in this question was inadequate and answers given had to be supported with 
drawings. Drawings should be clear, labelled and should help explain what is being written. Many drawings did 
not correspond with the explanation. Many explanations lacked clarity and showed that the majority of the 
candidates are not familiar with how to attach an in seam pocket. 
 
Question 4 e ii: The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly. 
 
Question 4 f: The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly with cotton being the most popular 
answer. 
 
Question 4 g: Few candidates were awarded full marks. Many candidates explained how to alter ready-made 
trousers when the question clearly stated pattern pieces. Some answers were not supported with a clear drawing 
and did not take into consideration that the question stated by 4cm.  
 
Question 5 a: This question was about checked fabric. Quite some candidates answered correctly. A good number 
of different answers were accepted. 
 
Question 5 b: Almost all of the candidates who attempted this question answered correctly with the majority 
mentioning the selvedge and the texture of the fabric as correct answers. 
 
Question 5 c: Some candidates answered correctly. Some responses were not clear and did not provide suitable 
answers to what the question was asking. 
 
Question 5 d: Many candidates attempted the question, with many mentioning the grain of fabric and the 
selvedge. 
 
Question 5 e: Few candidates were awarded full marks for this question. Some answers were short and did not 
explain the whole process of joining seams. Answers should be written in detail to help explain better the process. 
 
Question 5 f i: Many candidates were able to state at least one other use of crossway strips. However some 
responses indicated lack of familiarity with what a crossway strip is.  
 
Question 5 f ii: Only a few candidates answered fully with enough detail. In general, responses showed a lack of 
familiarity with how to cut out crossway strips.  
 

Paper 2A 

 
Question 1a: In this question which included clear pictures of the sewing machine attachments, the majority of 
the candidates labelled them incorrectly. The buttonhole foot was the most common answer given by 
candidates. 
 
Question 1b: Nearly all candidates knew where the stitch length adjustor was. While in the second part of the 
question half of the candidates explained well the importance of having the correct stitch length. 
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Question 1c: Performance in this question, related to techniques needed for sewing knitted fabrics, was poor. 
There was no mention of the use of zigzag or serged stitch, while very few answers included the polyester thread. 
 
Question 2a: The common answer given for this question was ‘synthetic’. Yet, this is not the source of nylon but 
the type of fibre. This indicates lack of understanding of the word ‘source’. 
 
Question 2b: Not all responses indicated proper awareness of the appearance of different fibres under the 
microscope. Some answers included a description of wool or linen instead of nylon. 
 
Question 2c: Some of the candidates managed to answer this question well.  
 
Question 2d: Most of the answers did not respond to what was being asked in the question, such as; nylon is a 
man-made fabric. 
 
Question 2e: Few of the candidates gave the correct answers, while most incorrect responses included a generic 
word such as ‘chemicals’. 
 
Question 2f: Candidates were asked to give a scientific name in this question. Few answers included the full 
scientific name ‘electrostatic charge’, while in the second part, various candidates managed to explain well how 
electrostatic charge works on clothes. 
 
Question 3a: The majority of the candidates gave a good answer while others gave incorrect answers such as 
food colouring, natural dyes or the generic answer ‘painting’. 
 
Question 3b: Most of the candidates gave a good answer. Candidates knew the difference between natural and 
synthetic dyes. 
 
Question 3c: Candidates had to draw the method of tie and dye, and their performance was quite good. Some of 
the candidates produced interesting drawings. It would have been better if they coloured their drawings as well. 
 
Question 3d: The majority of candidates drew correct embroidery stitches and labelled them well. Yet, some of 
them left the drawings in pencil and these were a bit unclear since the picture was a bit dark. 
 
Question 3e: Performance in this question was poor with the most common incorrect answer being: to check the 
fabric type. 
 
Question 4a: Few correct responses were presented while a small amount of candidates left this part of the 
question out. 
 
Question 4b: Few correct answers were given. Most of the responses included a description of other fibres such 
as cotton. 
 
Question 4c: Candidates had to match the types of wool with the description.  Few candidates got all the matching 
correct. Some answers included incorrect matching between flannel and crepe. 
 
Question 4d: Most of the responses for this question were out of point. A wrong common answer given was ‘to 
keep us warm’. 
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Question 4e: The majority of the responses included one correct answer, the most common one being that it 
makes wool soft to touch. 
 
Question 4f: Most of the candidates did well in this question. Yet, there were various candidates who left out the 
part of the care label symbols.  
 
Question 4g: Performance in the first part of the question was poor, with some responses including the word 
‘absorbency’ copied from the question. On the other hand, performance in the second part of the question was 
good.  
 
Question 5a: The candidates did very well in the first part of the question. Responses related to the second part 
of the question indicated difficulty in drawing and describing another type of weave and in mentioning two types 
of plain weave. 
 
Question 5b: Nearly all candidates did well in the question about felt, however performance was inadequate in 
the question related to the properties of bonded fabric. 
 
Question 6a: The majority of the candidates knew the rights and obligations of the consumer. The common 
correct answers were ‘the right to redress’ and the ‘right for information’. However, in the second part of the 
question, related to the steps one should take when making a complaint, very few responses included the steps 
in the correct order. 
 
Question 6b: Most of the candidates mentioned the shopping facilities.  
 
Question 6c: The majority of the answers for this question were wrong, since sewing clothes is considered 
cheaper than buying ready-made clothes. The popular correct answer was ‘online shopping’  
 
Question 6d: In this question, most of the candidates did well; they knew four types of advertisements and even 
the difference between a planned and unplanned purchase. In the last part of the question, they answered 
correctly; mainly that advertisements use celebrities to encourage consumers to buy. 

 

Paper 2B 

 
Question 1a: In this question which included clear pictures of the sewing machine attachments, the majority of 
the labelling was incorrect. Similar to Paper 2A, the buttonhole foot was the most common answer given by 
candidates. Performance in the second part of the question was poor.  
 
Question 1b: Nearly all candidates knew where the stitch length adjustor was. 
 
Question 1c: In this question, almost half of the candidates knew which type of needle and thread to use with 
knitted fabrics, others gave a generic answer. 
 
Question 2a: Similar to Paper 2A, the most common answer given by candidates was ‘synthetic’. Yet, this is not 
the source of nylon but the type of fibre. Responses indicated lack of understanding of the word ‘source’. 
 
Question 2b: Most of the candidates got the right answer. 
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Question 2c: Performance in this question was inadequate, primarily since in most cases only one answer was 
ticked.  
 Question 2d: Few correct responses were presented. Most of the responses indicated that it is a man-made 
fabric. 
 
Question 2e: The most common incorrect answer was heat/fire. Bleach was also given as an answer. 
 
Question 2f: The majority of the candidates filled the paragraph with the right answers. 
 
Question 3a: Nearly all of the candidates presented the right answers. 
 
Question 3b: In this question where candidates were asked to put the steps of tie and dye in the correct order, 
the majority of candidates managed to label correctly two steps only. 
 
Question 3c: Candidates had to draw two embroidery stitches and they did very well. While in the second part of 
the question, answers given indicated lack of knowledge about how a crewel needle looks like. Most of the 
candidates chose the second needle. 
 
Question 3d: Nearly all the candidates mentioned well the three items which can be tie-dyed. The common 
correct answers given by candidates were cushions and shirts. 
 
Question 3e: In this question, few responses included the correct use of the colour wheel when choosing colours. 
In fact, the common correct answer was that with the help of the colour wheel one can determine which colours 
match and which of them create a contrast.  
 
Question 4a: Similar to Paper 2A, few responses included the correct drawing of the wool fibres under the 
microscope, most of them not including the scales found in wool in the drawing. 
 
Question 4b: Many incorrect answers in this question included  rayon and velvet. Also, a common correct answer 
was cashmere.  
 
Question 4c: Most of the candidates got the right answer.  
 
Question 4d: Not all of the candidates listed the right properties of wool. Common incorrect answers given were 
stretchable and strong. 
 
Question 4e: The majority of the candidates got one answer correct. Some common incorrect answers given were 
curtains and cloths. 
 
Question 4f: Most of the candidates did well in this question. Some of the responses indicated lack of proper 
knowledge of the washing symbol having two lines underneath, which represents a delicate wash. 
 
Question 4g: The majority of the candidates presented the right answers. The common correct answers were to 
use delicate settings and not to put wool fabrics in a dryer as they would shrink. 
 
Question 4h: Performance in the first part of the question was poor, with some responses including the word 
‘absorbency’ copied from the question. On the other hand, performance in the second part of the question was 
good. 
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Question 5a: The candidates did well in the first part of the question. Most of the candidates knew the position 
of warp and weft. Yet, in the second part responses indicated difficulty to match the type of weave. 
 
Question 5b: Nearly all candidates did well in the question of felt, and even presented a good drawing. Most of 
the drawings were interesting. Similar to Paper 2A, it would have been interesting if they used colours. 
 
Question 6a: The majority of the candidates know the rights and obligations of the consumer. However, in the 
second part of the question, related to the steps one should take when making a complaint, very few responses 
included the steps in the correct order. The majority got two or three correct. 
 
Question 6b: Most of the candidates mentioned the shopping facilities and explained well the meaning of online 
shopping. It shows that candidates are aware and make use of this shopping facility. 
 
Question 6c: Candidates did well in this question. The most common correct answers were magazines, TV and 
online/social media.  
 
Question 6d: In this question, most of the candidates did well; they knew the difference between a planned and 
unplanned purchase. In the last part of the question, they answered correctly. They gave good answers such as 
making a plan and get to know your budget. 
 
Chairperson 
Examiners Panel 2019 


