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IM Religious Knowledge 
May 2008 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
A total of 415 candidates registered for the May Intermediate examination session. 
 
Table 1 and the corresponding bar graph show the distribution of grades and their 
respective percentages obtained in the May session. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of Candidates’ Grades 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 12 38 130 143 45 30 17 415 
% of Total 2.89 9.16 31.33 34.46 10.84 7.23 4.10 100 

 
Graph 1: Distribution of Candidates’ Grades 
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After the publication of results of the May session, fourteen candidates requested a 
revision of their Intermediate Level paper. The additional marker confirmed the original 
result of twelve candidates and recommended that the grade of two candidates be revised 
upward. The Board of Examiners endorsed the recommendation.  
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Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

On the whole candidates fared pretty well. However, although candidates often gave the 
right answer, they did not show any in-depth knowledge of the subject matter.  In every 
report of these past years, the examiners have complained that candidates find it difficult 
to write essays. Candidates should be helped to acquire the elementary skills of research 
and of critical engagement.  Candidates find it particularly had to transfer concepts to 
particular real-life situations. Candidates are capable of demonstrating knowledge but are 
far less capable of critical analysis and application. The examiners reiterate their 
suggestion that candidates are exposed to introductory texts and recent commentaries on 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church. It is important that students are taught how to 
construct their own meaning and to link to their every day life experiences. The problem 
of students’ inability to write in a critical and mature way does not only lie with teaching 
methods but the inappropriateness of the textbook. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
was never meant to be a scholastic textbook.  
 
 
REMARKS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 
 
Table 2 below shows an analysis of the frequencies of responses to the questions and the 
mean score obtained for each question. Note that candidates had to answer question 1 and 
three other questions. 
 
Table 2: Distribution of Candidates’ choice of questions 
 

 N % of total 
population 

Minimum  
Score 

Maximum 
Score 

Mean Std. 
Deviation 

Q1 398 100 7 31 20.35 4.72 
Q2 353 88.7 6 21 14.89 2.93 
Q3 127 31.9 0 22 11.31 5.10 
Q4 330 82.9 7 22 15.21 2.46 
Q5 164 41.2 4 22 14.49 4.24 
Q6 214 53.8 4 21 13.79 3.15 

Total 398 100 32 93 63.16 10.83 
  
 
All candidates are required to answer the first question. The main aim of Question 1 is to 
verify whether candidates have read the textbook and are acquainted with the basic 
notions of the subject.  All questions are tied to knowledge and memory. Only 11% were 
not able to obtain a pass from this question. When compared with the performance of 
pervious candidates on the same questions in past papers one notes a positive shift. The 
only major difficulty which most candidates found was in trying to define polygamy and 
in understanding the meaning of “eunuch”. 
 
Most candidates (88.7%) chose to answer Question 2 which dealt with the relationship 
between Christ and the Church, and the sacrament of marriage. Most of the candidates 
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were able to obtain a pass. However, it should be noted that in answering about the 
relation between Christ and the Church a considerable number of candidates discussed 
general aspects and ideas that were irrelevant to the question being asked. Consequently, 
these candidates lost marks due to answers that were slightly out of point. On the other 
hand with regards to the second part of the question, one gladly notes that the majority of 
the candidates gave clear and structured answered. 
 
Question 3 dealt with two different parts of the syllabus. In the first section candidates 
were required to explain how Luke portrays the life of fist Christian community in the 
Acts of the Apostles. The second section required candidates to reflect on the Church’s 
social teachings. Less than a third of the candidates chose to answer to the question and 
less than half of the respondents (47%) were able to obtain a pass.  Is seems that 
candidates are incapable of doing an analysis and a reflection. Most candidates lost most 
of the marks in the second section of the question. Many were unable to explain the 
significance of the Church’s social teachings. While it is true that candidates were not 
required to link this section with the introductory quotation to the question on the 
commandment of love, it is equally true that very few took the hint and developed their 
arguments accordingly. 
 
Most of the candidates (82.9%) chose to answer question 4 dealing faith, reason and 
superstition. Many were unable to answer the first part of the question which required 
candidates to show the link the between faith and obedience. On the other hand, most of 
the candidates were able to answer the second part which dealt with faith and reason in a 
correct, convincing and mature way. 
 
The last part of the question required candidates to apply what they had learnt in a mature 
way to a specific situation. It must be noted that most candidates lacked the ability to 
synthesise and apply what they have learnt in a critical way. Candidates found it hard to 
relate the issue of horoscopes with the theological argumentation on faith and reason. 
While most of the candidates demonstrated that they are aware that believing in 
horoscopes is not acceptable in the Catholic tradition, the majority were unable to show 
that the Catholic understanding of faith, which requires reason, is incompatible with the 
concept and practice of horoscope.  
 
A considerable number of candidates (42%) chose to answer to this question probably 
because the first to sections required only an exposition of what the catechism stated 
regarding Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scriptures. Almost a third of the candidates were 
not able to obtain a pass in this question. Some candidates find it difficult to explain the 
meaning of Sacred Tradition confounding it with social and cultural traditions. Very few 
referred to Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scriptures as being the same Word of God. 
Similarly many candidates found difficulty in answering section (c) which dealt with 
salvation history as God’s way of helping humans to participate in His nature. 
 
53.8% of the candidates chose to answer question 6. While it is true that only a third of 
the candidates who chose this question were not able to obtain a pass, most of the 
candidates obtained a marginal pass.  Although all candidates were able to understand the 
messages that the advert is promoting, a considerable number of candidates were unable 
to analyze the message in the light of what they have learnt.  Most of the candidates 
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limited their analysis to the abuse of alcohol, something which the advert is surely not 
promoting, and failed to mention the sexist mentality which the advert supports.  This is a 
clear indication that most of the candidates are unable to transfer the principles they learn 
in class to real life situations.  On the other hand, most of the candidates gave an adequate 
answer to the second section of the question. 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2008 


