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IP1B - IP NOTIFICATION FORM
	Project Number:
	


This IP Notification Form is a record of your invention which will be used to:

· Describe software invention

· Help the Knowledge Transfer Office (KTO) establish who owns the IP

· Help the KTO assess if and how it can protect this IP, and
· Help the patent attorney draft a patent application, should the KTO decide to patent
Please treat all discussions about this invention as confidential. Members of academic staff of the University are covered by Article 14 on Confidentiality in the Collective Agreement for Academic Staff
. To protect discussions with persons outside the University you can use a Confidential Disclosure Agreement which is available in the ‘Standard Forms’ section of the KTO website
. 
Once completed, send a soft copy of this form by email (knowledgetransfer@um.edu.mt) and a signed hard copy by internal mail to the KTO. In so doing, the person completing the form shall become the ‘Lead Originator’
 and point of contact for the KTO. The Lead Originator hereby consents to have the data contained in this form processed by the KTO for any purposes that it deems fit for the furtherance of the aims and purposes of the University’s IP Policy. 

SECTION 1: Lead Originator4 Details (must be an academic member of staff)
	Title
	
	Name
	
	Surname
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contact Number 
	
	Email
	
	Faculty & Department / Institute / Centre
	


SECTION 2: Details of Invention

	1.1. Descriptive title/software application name and version number

	

	1.2. Summary in simple language. How does it work?

	

	What is the technology’s current TRL?

	

	1.3. What is the use of the invention? Try to think beyond the application for which you developed the invention.

	

	1.4. What is new, innovative or how does it improve on current technology? What competitive advantage would this invention have over something related/similar?

	

	1.5. For the source code identified in 2.1, please provide a list of source files, programming languages and development tools used to create the source files.
Also note any copyright protection notices included in the source files.

	

	1.6. For new versions of the source code identified in 2.1, which source files have been changed, added or removed since the previous version?
What documentation or other files are required for others to use, develop or maintain the software?
Please indicate if the source files have been distributed outside the University, and if so, in what form and to whom?
Are the source files available as a web download? If so, please provide the URL and state the terms under which the download is available.

	

	1.7. For other source files or libraries that are required to build the software application, please list all external software (files and libraries) used that provide functions required by the application.

Which organisation owns each piece of software?

How was each piece of software obtained?

Please provide details of the license terms, or if it was a standard Open Source licence please provide the name of that licence.

	

	1.8. Have you completed a prior art search? Are there relevant publications or patents? Provide details

	

	1.9. Please describe any market research or industry validation conducted. Have you discussed the problem or the proposed solution with any commercial entities or industry experts? If so, please list the parties and indicate if a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) was in place. 

	

	1.10. List of Attachments for supporting documentation, including diagrams, papers etc.

	


SECTION 3: Originators and Contributors
	Were other persons involved in this research/work? If so, complete the table below. If not, enter N/A. Add rows as necessary.

	Name
	Status 

(University academic staff / University non-academic staff / University student / visiting lecturer / third parties)
	Employer

(If not University of Malta, specify what contracts or arrangements are in place)
	Contribution to invention

(Came up with idea, carried out experiments, etc. Also state whether person is an inventor
, author or a contributor)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	* Add rows as necessary
	
	
	

	If any inventor was neither employed by nor under any contractual obligation to the University at the time of the contribution, please specify the joint ownership percentages in the table below
SECTION 4: Details of Development to Date
4.1 Approximately, when and where did the work start? When was the work completed. If not complete, indicate expected completion date.  
4.2 What practical work has been done? Has the invention been tested, prototyped, or used in a real scenario?
4.3 Is there documentation related to the research/work? Have records been kept?



SECTION 5: Prior publication and Disclosure
	4.1 Has the research/work been published or otherwise disclosed (e.g. journals, papers, patents, conference presentation, book, thesis, the Internet)? Please specify and give references where possible.

	

	4.2 Have you told anyone about this invention? When and where did you do this?

	

	4.3 Are any publications or other forms of disclosure planned? Kindly specify details. (Consult with the KTO before publication/disclosure)

	


SECTION 6: Further Development

	4.4 Do you think that the IP needs further development before it can be used commercially? Kindly provide details including timelines and estimated costs.Kindly state the current TRL.

	

	4.5 Do you have funding in place for next development step? Are you aware of any funding programmes or support systems which might be relevant to your research?

	

	4.6 Are you aware of any companies or organisations that may be interested in your line of research/work (eg. They sponsor research or attend relevant conferences)? Kindly provide contact details if you have them.

	

	4.7 Do you and/or any co-originators have experience in commercialising technology? Kindly provide details.

	

	4.8 It is understood that the commercialisation process can be time consuming for the originators as well as the KTO. Are you able and/or willing to be involved in the process and to what extent? 

	


If you would like to submit additional information, kindly attach separate sheets to this form.

I hereby confirm that the information contained in this disclosure form is correct to the best of my knowledge. 

	Name
	
	
	

	Date
	
	Signature
	


Submit to knowledgetransfer@um.edu.mt. The next steps are for the KTO to discuss the invention with you. Each University originator/contributor
 who contributed to the invention must complete the form IP2
 to enable the KTO to establish legal ownership of the IPR. 
� If your invention is not software, please use form IP1A


� www.um.edu.mt/hrmd/collagreements


� www.um.edu.mt/knowledgetransfer


� The Originator is defined in the Collective Agreement for Academic Staff


� It is important to identify the inventors who made the invention to be described in the patent. Inventors are the persons who (i) devised the concept of the invention (if this was itself novel) and/or (ii) made the concept into a practical reality (if this was not routine).  The effect of the inventor/s contribution should constitute an inventive step – think 1+1=3. Only true inventors may be named on patent applications. If inventorship is recorded wrongly, it may result in a refused or revoked patent application.


� employee, student, visitor etc of the University of Malta


� Available in the ‘Standard Forms’ section of the KTO website www.um.edu.mt/knowledgetransfer
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