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The first Symposium Syriacum was held in Rome in October 1972 and was attended by a small number of invited Syriac scholars (approximately 30), mainly based in Europe. During the Symposium, the participants were invited for a reception at the Vatican and were blessed by His Holiness Pope Paul VI. It was during this Symposium that it was decided to convene this International Conference every four years, thus coinciding with the year of the Olympics. The first International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies was held in Göttingen, Germany, following the 3rd Symposium Syriacum.
The following is a list of these Symposia, their location, convenor(s), etc.

	Year 
	Symposia
	Location
	Convenor(s)
	Proceedings

	1972
	1st Symposium Syriacum
	Rome - Italy
	Prof. Ignacio O. de Urbina

Prof. J.  Mateos
	Orientalia Christiana Analecta (O.C.A.), 197 (1974)

	1976
	2nd Symposium Syriacum
	Chantilly - France
	Prof. Francois  Graffin
	O.C.A., 205 (1978)

	1980
	· 3rd Symposium Syriacum

· 1st International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
	Göttingen - Germany
	Prof. Werner Strothmann
	O.C.A., 221 (1983)

	1984
	· 4th Symposium Syriacum

· 2nd International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
	Groningen - Holland
	Prof. Han Drijvers
	O.C.A., 229 (1987)

	1988
	· 5th Symposium Syriacum

· 3rd International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
	Louvain - Belgium
	Prof..Albert Van Roey
	O.C.A., 236 (1990)

	1992
	· 6th Symposium Syriacum

· 4th International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
	Cambridge - England
	Dr. Lionel Wickham/ Dr. Erica Hunter
	O.C.A., 247 (1994).

	1996
	· 7th Symposium Syriacum

· 5th International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
	Uppsala/Lund - Sweden
	Dr. Witold Witakowski/
Prof. Bo Holmberg
	O.C.A., 256 (1998).

	2000
	· 8th Symposium Syriacum

· 6th International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
	Sydney - Australia
	Prof. Rifaat Ebied
	The Journal of Eastern Christian Studies, 56 (2004).

	2004
	· 9th Symposium Syriacum

· 7th International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
	Beirut - Lebanon
	P. E. Khalife – Hachem/
P. Samir Khalil 
	Parole de l’Orient (PdO), 31 (2006).

	2008
	· 10th Symposium Syriacum

· 8th International Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
	Granada - Spain
	Archbishop J. Martinez/P. Samir Khalil
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