
SOCIETY MEMBERS' SUCCESS AT "ESPANA '7&'~ 

Three entrles suhmi.Lted by Soo~.e'ty members at ~'E·sparna '75", the 
World PhEa:elic Exposition, all gained awards. Mr. Anithony Fenech par­
tidpa<Nng with a ''Spec.ia:li.sed Collect1ton of Gre~t Brhain Stamps Used ri.n 
Ma·Lta" has been awarded a: Silver Medal, while Mr. Godwin Said, was 
awarrded a Bronze Medal forr his •enrtry "A Collection of Posta•l Hilstory of 
Malta", both in the Competition Glass. In the Diterarture Class, :the local 
firm "Emmanuel Said - Stalmp & Coin Dealers" has added another major 
award for its ''Said Ma1ta Stamp & Coin Catalogue 1975" (reviewed tin Vol. 
5.N.1), with a Silver M.2dal D:pr:orma. 

"Espan<li '75" was held in Maldrid, Sparin, under the auspices of the 
Interna!Uonal Fe.denution of Phiilately, from the 4th .to the 13th April, 1975. 
The Exposition wars housed wi:IJhdn the Crystal Pavilion complex at the 
Fiera d-el Campo. The exhi!rb:!tJ5.on covered 131 countries and 23 Postal Ad­
ministrations. In the Court of Honours, be.side collections of prestige from 
Queen E·lizabeth II and Prince Ranier Ill, 14 of the most notaible interna­
trional collectors were repr.esemed. The Speciarl Class :included foflty Jurors' 
and Commission Members' eoHections as weill ars nine other inv1Jte:d: guests' 
colleetions. All these exhibhs were• contained in approxima!te:ly 6,000 frc:m2s 
of a 'new' des1~gn whh a ca:pac!ity of 15 sheertiS (5x3) as opposed to lthe con­
ventional frames holding twelve or sixteen sheert~l 

The Crys:ta1l PavHion is a monumenta-l rglass struciture, which created 
its own particular problems. A special study was ca.rried out of the atmos­
pheric conditions within the glass pa.vilion. Solar radiation, heat exchanges, 
humidity and temperature f.luctuations were studied and appropriate 
mea·sures taken to safe:guard the material on display. 

"Espana '75" coincided with the 125th Anniversary of rthe :fiilrst Spanish 
stamp. The method of pre,payment of the carriage charg·e of mail by using 
posta,ge stamps was crea:ted in Spain by a Royail. Order of the 24th October, 
1849. The rl~st stamp began circulalt!ion in rthe early partt of the foHowing 
year, and it was enrgraved on lithographic stone by Bartho·lome Coromina, 
who represented the ima~ge of Queen J,salbe1.Ja II, ·arpparently inspired by 
the medal created by the Bel,gian artist J.A. Prinrgret. The stamps wer·e print­
ed by the National Mint and Stamp Factory, a fir1111 e1os:e1y rella,t:ed to the 
Spanish printing and minting works, dating back to the XVII century when 
"tax on stamped papers" wa·s first introduced on the' 15th Decemiber, 163'0. 

In 1950 the fkst Spanish stamp was 100 yearts old and to celebrarte 
the centenary, an Int.ernartional Exhibi:tilon wa1s held in Madrid. 'ren years 
later, the Firsrt In:ternationa•l Com:ress of PhUartely was he1id in Barcelona. 

Today's International Federation of Philately (F.I.P.), the worl'd body 
in the care of hobby, held its 44th Int.ernCIJtiron:a<l Phillatelic Cong.ress, on 
the 14th and 15th Aprtl, immedliateiy after >the closing of rthe EXipositidon. 
The Congress witnesserd the most advanced dissertations by some of the 
best known philatelic persona:lities who spoke about all aspects of stamp 
coHect1ing, postal and mail :services history, and the technical elaboration 
as wen as the conservat!on process of the postage stamp. 



One important item on the F.I.P. 44th Congress Agenda was our 
Society's appUcation for association with the Fed·emttion. The society had 
been invited to s~nd a delegate to represent and forward the PhilateHc 
Society of Malta, 3.ind supply details of the Society's a~ctivhies. It is unoffi­
cially believed that Malta's app:Jication has been accepted. 

In closing, we congravulate our two members, Anthony Fenech and 
Godwin Said, who through their •enterprise, continue to sustatin a htgh 
level among Maltese philat:elists. 

R.A.F. s Sovenir Flown Covers 
On 10 January the RAF, Luqa commemorated the 60th Anniversary 

of the Forma;tJion of No. 13 Squa!dron, a;t present stationed in Ma:l.ta., with 
a specially flown souvenir cover, whi1ch forms part of the RAF Museum 
Squadron series. 

The cover shows aircraft used by the squadron during its 60 years of 
operation, namely the BE2c (1915-1917); the HaMllker Hector (1937-1939); 
and Canberra PR7 (1956 to date). The cov.er also carried descriptive details 
of the special fLight and the squadron badge, and .irt bore a, 1c3 Ma!lta stamp 
of the then current Universal Postal Union issue, which appropriaJtely de­
picts transport through the ag.es. The stamp was handstamped wHh the nor­
ma:l "V ALLETT A" double-ring darte-s'tamp. 

The covers were flown iby a Canberra: W J821 aircraft of No 13 (PR) 
Squadron from Luqa to RAF Ea,sHe:gh, Kenya, via Catiro, piloted by Wg. 
Cdr. J.B. Parkim:on, and crewed by Fit. L!t. J.A. Ball and Fit. Lt. S.J. 
White. In Kenya, the covers were hand.ed over to the Nairoibi postal autho­
ri'ties who applied the philatehc Bureau handstamp on a 10c Kenya "sheJl" 
stamp, affixed to the lower-right corner on the back of the cov·er. The 
Covei:s were SUibsequemly eown back to Ma:Ita vla. Kha~rvoum, Sa.na'a, Ye­
men Arab Republic and Ca:ro. 

Three types of covers werre available, a normal cover, another auito­
gra'Phed by the pilot and na¥igator, while a limited number of covers were 
personally autographed by Field Marshal Lord Harding, who presented the 
squa;dron wi<th i:ts ·sltanda.rd. The proceeds from :these covers wli:ll go to the 
RAF Museum at Hendon where are pres.erved histodcal aircrruft used by 
the RAF since its formaHon in 1918. 

No. 13 Squad11on was formed att Gosport on the lOth January 1915, 
and moved to France in oc:tober of 1915, playjng a dis>t1inguilshed part in 
the Barttle of Arras. The squrudron returned to England in March 1918, to 
he disbanded in December of the same year. On 1Sit April it was reformed 
and in Ootober 1939 re~urned to France a·s pant of the British Expedi­
tti:onary Force. In M.ay 1942, No. 13 took part in the firslt thousand bomber 
attack on Germany. When the German forces surrendered, in May 1943, the 
squrudron undertook anti-suibmari,ne patro'ls. In January 1956 the squadron 
mo·v·ed to Cyprus, after survey work of the Mtddle Earst and Africa. It took 
part in the Suez Campaign, an9 in September 1965 it moved to Ma•lta, re­
turning to Cyprus in January 1972. The squadron retur•ned to Luqa, Marlta, 
its present base in October 1972. 


