Joseph Abela Scolaro
ast tal-Filarmonika
L'Unione

El-40 Anniversarju minn Mewtu

Neil Zammit

Ghall-membri u l-ammiraturi tas-Soc¢jeta Filarmonika L’Unione, isem is-Surmast
Joseph Abela Scolaro jfisser hafna. L-ebda haga ohra ma tista’ qatt tifred lil dan il-
mahbub surmast minn mas-Socjeta taghna, li ghal erbgha u tletin sena shah mexxiha fit-
triq tas-suc¢éessi muzikali. Is-Surmast Abela Scolaro zgur 1i jibga’ mfakkar I-aktar ghall-
imhabba u d-dedikazzjoni kbira illi huwa kellu lejn din il-banda ghaziza taghna. Isem
is-Surmast Abela Scolaro se jibga’ marbut intimament mas-Soc¢jeta L’Unione, bhala
I-banda illi tant gabitlu successi u li tant hadem u stinka ghaliha. Xhieda tar-rispett kbir
illi kien igawdi s-Surmast Abela Scolaro hija l-ahhar tislima li nghatatlu waqt is-servizz
funebri li sar gewwa Hal Luqa bis-sehem tal-Banda L’Unione nhar it-28 t”April 1979,
propju erbghin sena ilu, fejn ghadd kbir ta’ so¢i, ammiraturi u rapprezentanti ta’ ghaqdiet
ohra attendew bi hgarhom sabiex isellmu lil dan il-kbir surmast.

Is-Surmast Joseph Abela Scolaro, nisel il-muzicisti,
iben Carmelo u Margerita née Camilleri twieled il-
Hamrun fid-9 ta’ Frar 1910. Sa minn ¢kunitu kellu
I-muzika f’demmu. Missieru Karmenu, barra li kien
kurunettista prim fit-Teatru Rjal, kien surmastta’ diversi
baned, fosthom tal-Banda Progresso Vincitrice tal-Isla,
fundatur tal-banda tal-Istitut ta’ San Guzepp u kien
jghallem il-muzika fil-Kazin tal-Banda San Gejtanu.
Zijuh Salvu wkoll kien Surmast tal-Banda San Gejtanu,
u huh il-kbir, Luigi, kien idoqq prim flawt fit-Teatru
Rjal. Dan il-genju habb il-muzika minn ckunitu. Beda
jitghallem ma’ missieru, u ghalhekk ma setax ma beniex
fuq sisien sodi l-ewwel taghrif tal-arti muzikali. Fl-eta
tenera ta’ disa’ snin, tilef lil missieru u kompla l-istudju
tal-pianoforte ghand is-Surmast Lwigi Vella, imbaghad
ghand il-pjanista Anglu Abdilla. Aktar tard, huwa
kompla l-istudju tal-muzika ghand tnejn fost l-ikbar muzi¢isti li qatt kellha Malta, Carlo
Diacono u Carmelo Pace. Ghand is-Surmast Diacono beda l-armonija, imbaghad kompla
l-istudju fil-kuntrapunt, fl-istrumentazzjoni, storja u forma ghand is-Surmast Pace. Dan
l-istudju wasslu biex kiseb dawn id-diplomi minn London College of Music: Associate
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(A Mus.L.CM.) 1-1937; Licenciate (L Mus L.CM.) 1-1945 u Fellowship (F.L.C.M.)
f1-1950, biex b’hekk sar wiehed mill-ewwel ftit Maltin 1i rnexxiethom jiksbu din id-
diploma.

Huwa kien beda I-kariga ta’ surmast direttur mal-Banda tal-Istitut ta’ San Guzepp.
Mill-1943 sal-1972 mal-banda San Gejtanu tal-Hamrun, mill-1945 sa ma miet f1-1979,
mal-Banda L’ Unione ta’ Hal Luqa, fejn anke kien jorqod fil-kazin tal-istess banda fis-sena
1945. Kien ukoll surmast tal-Banda Maria Mater Gratiae ta’ Haz-Zabbar u mal-Banda
Leone ta’ Ghawdex. Dawn il-baned kollha, taht it-tmexxija ghaqglija tieghu, imxew hafna
’l quddiem fl-arti angelika.

Is-Surmast Abela Scolaro kien kompozitur ta’ fibra qawwija, pjanista mill-aqwa,
direttur kbir tal-muzika u kompozitur prolifiku ta’ muzika sagra u profana. Barra
d-diversi innijiet li kiteb ghall-Banda L’Unione, fuq il-versi ta’ Dun Frans Camilleri
li kien habib kbir tieghu u poeti ohra, bhal Dun Karm Psaila, Patri Cuschieri, Mons.
Giuseppe Schembri, D.D., LL.D., latinista b’gherf kbir u hafna ohrajn, huwa kiteb
I-Innu Vexilla Regis, bi¢éa xoghol ta’ kalibru kbir, b’gheluq grandjuz mahdum b’fuga
u kontrapunt. Din giet trasmessa minn fuq ir-Rediffusion bil-kollaborazzjoni tal-Banda
L’Unione,unghogbot u tfahhret mill-gurnali. Ikkompona wkoll sitt quddisiet, responsorji
u l-improperji tal-Gimgha 1-Kbira. Sbieh tassew huma In Monte Oliveti, O vos Omnes,
Viae in Lugeni, it-talba A Maria Dolente u Madre Pietosa. Dawn flimkien mal-Vexilla
Regis u l-mar¢ funebri Sul Golgota smajniehom minn fuq ir-Redifussion fil-31 ta’ Marzu
1947, esegwiti mit-tenur Victor Cauchi, il-baritonu Joe Bezzina u s-sopran Mae Vella
Saetta, kor ta’ tletin tifla u I-Banda L’ Unione, dejjem taht id-direzzjoni ta’ Abela Scolaro.

Xoghol iehor li hareg mill-pinna metikoluza tal-istess kompozitur huwa r-responsorju
Tristis Est Anima Mea u l-mar¢ funebri 9 ta” April 1942 1i kkompona ghall-Banda
L’Unione, b’tifkira tal-martirju li ghaddiet minnu Hal Luqga f’din id-data partikolari fiz-
zmien mudlam tat-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija (1939-1945). Din il-muzika kollha tinsab fl-
arkivju tas-Socjeta Filarmonica L’ Unione flimkien ma’ diversi marc¢i funebri ohra, marci
brijuzi u t-tliet innijiet kbar Ii Scolaro kkompona ghal Sant’ Andrija — Hymnus in Divum
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Andraeam Apostolum, lill-Madonna ta¢-Cintura u lil San Pawl — Canata Sanct Paule.
IZjed minn innijiet kbar, dawn nistghu nsejhulhom bhala Oratorji Klassici. I1-Cantata
f’gieh Sant’Andrija giet miktuba mill-Professur Mons. Giuseppe Schembri, latinista
b’gherf kbir, u muzika ta’ Mro. Joseph Abela Scolaro li tant kien izomm b’ghozza kbira
u li kien isejhilha l-opra tieghu. Din il-kantata nkitbet fI-1948 u ndaqgqget ghall-festa tal-
istess sena, komposta minn kor b’erba’ vuéijiet u zewg solisti.

Fil-festa tal-1951, il-Kumitat tal-Banda L’Unione kien
irranga biex din il-kantata tixxandar fuq is-sistema tar-
Redifussion nhar Sant’Andrija f’nofsinhar minhabba 1i kien
hemm xi biza’ illi I-permessi sejrin jinzammu wkoll ghall-
festa ta’ Sant’ Andrija tal-istess sena. L-innu ta¢-Cintura huwa
kitba ta’ Dun Frans Camilleri u muzika ta’ Mro. Joseph Abela
Scolaro u l-istess nistghu nghidu ghall-Cantata Sancte Paule
Mro. Joseph Abela Scolaro kien kiteb ukoll l-innu tant popolari
lill-Banda L-Unjoni - Ejjew Hallugin, fejn fil-jiem tal-festa
minbarra li jindagq mill-banda jigi wkoll kantat mill-partitarji
tal-Banda L’Unione. Fl-arkivju tas-Socjeta jezisti innu marc
lil Sant’ Andrija tal-istess kompozitur, li flimkien mal-muzika li tinsab hemm jaghmlu
l-istess arkivju wiched ghani u fost I-ewlenin li hawn f’Malta u Ghawdex.

I-Cantata Sancte Paule kienet tkantat b’sucéess kbir mill-kor tal-Malta Operatic
Choral Society, 1i tieghu s-Surmast Abela Scolaro kien 1-ewwel direttur u li mbaghad
biddlet l-isem f’Chorus Melitensis. I1-mibki John Lopez kien hareg minn Malta l-ewwel
kor Malti biex jiehu sehem fl-Esteddfod Internazzjonali ta’ Wales f1-1955. Il-gurija
internazzjonali kella tifhir kbir ghall-muzika delikata u sabiha li kiteb is-Surmast Abela
Scolaro ghall-innu Wasal il-Feddej ta’ Dun Frans Camilleri. Fuq il-kliem ta’ Dun Frans
Camilleri, is-Surmast Abela Scolaro kkompona hafna mill-innijiet tal-parroc¢i u tal-
kazini tal-baned, il-kantata lil San Pawl u l-innu ta¢-Centinarju Lil San Pawl 1i rebah
l-ewwel premju fil-Konkors Nazzjonali. Ma rridux ninsew ukoll l-oratorju klassiku Lil
San Gejtanu, kompozizzjoni tieghu wkoll.

Huwa kiteb ukoll muzika klassika ghall-versi ta’ Dun Frans - My Heart Remembers
u Invito all’Amore li kantaw b’delikatezza kbira kemm it-tenur Joe Zammit Harrison
kif ukoll is-sopran Miriam Gauci
Tabone. Fost xoghlijiet ohra
ta’ min isemmi wkoll Immorru
[-Imnarja u Volli Sempre Volli.
Fost il-muzika profana li kiteb
insemmu l-overtures Slavonia u
Alcestes, tal-ewwel imfassla fuq
il-hajja u d-drawwiet fis-Slavonja
u tal-ahhar mibnija fuq grajja
tal-mitologija. ~Aktar muzika
ta’ din ix-xorta hija Racconto
Sinfonico u Reverie Tone Poem.
Insibu wkoll il-marcia sinfonica
Diana u Kavallieri ta’ Malta
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Tone Poem. Xi bic¢iet muzikali ohra huma Salut v 1-marcia militare Heroes on Parade.
Fost l-arrangamenti ta’ Scolaro nsibu selezzjoni mill-Carmen ta’ Bizet, selezzjoni mill-
Principessa Della Gzardas ta’ Kalman, Torandot ta’ Puccini, Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 ta’
Edward Grieg u Solvejgs Song Suite No. 2 ta’ Grieg ukoll. Din il-muzika kollha tinsab
fl-arkivju tas-Socjetd Filarmonika L’Unione ta’ Hal Luqga flimkien man-numru kbir ta’
muzika li diga semmejna aktar ’il fuq. Ikkompona wkoll zewg operetti Cure For Colds
u Midas, flimkien mal-marcia sinfonica 1-ohra Narcissus.

Is-surmast Abela Scolaro rebah premjijiet f’konkorsi muzikali mnedijin mill-
kumpanija Redifussion, fosthom bl-operetta Midas 1i hadet it-tieni premju u b’xi
kanzunetti. FI-1960, is-Surmast Abela Scolaro nhatar bhala Music Organiser fl-iskejjel
tal-Gvern. Ma jistax jonqos li f’din il-harsa lejn il karriera hekk sabiha u glorjuza segwita
b’hafna unuri tas-Surmast J. Abela Scolaro, wiched ma jsemmix ukoll 1i s-surmast
kien imfittex hafna ghal-lezzjonijiet tal-muzika. Fost dawk li tghallmu ghandu nistghu
nsemmu lis-surmastrijiet: Patri Albert Borg O.E.S.A. - Maestro di Cappella ta’ San
Gwann, Prof. Dr Charles Zammit - is-suééessur tieghu fit-tregija tal-Banda L’Unione
ta’ Hal Luqga, J.M. Barbara, F.S. Sammut, Patri Daniel Sammut O.C. li kompla jistudja
barra, u ohrajn. Fost il-kantanti li huwa ghallem insemmu il Hilda Tabone, li fi Zmienha
kienet l-aqwa sopran ta’ Malta u lin-neputija taghha Miriam Gauci, 1i bhal zijitha hi
mzejna b’vuéi qgawwija mill-isbah.

e Ftit granet wara 1-Gimgha
I-Kbira fis-27 ta’ April tal-
1979, is-Socjeta L’Unione
giet mahsuda bil-mewt ghall-
gharrieda tas-Surmast Joseph
Abela Scolaro. Mro. Scolaro
kien ilu direttur tal-banda 34
sena. Hawn tajjeb 1li nkunu
nafu wkoll li I-Banda L’ Unione
kienet l-izjed wahda li dan il-
bravu surmast dam jidderiegi
fl-istorja tieghu, ghax kienet
banda  tal-programmi. 1I-
katavru tieghu ngieb Hal Luqa
mir-residenza tieghu {’Santa Venera fejn il-Banda L’ Unione taghtu l-ahhar tislima qabel
id-difna tieghu fi¢-Cimiterju tal-Addolorata. Ghall-funeral attendew hafna socjetajiet u
persuni distinti fil-qasam tal-muzika.

B’hekk inghalaq il-kapitlu tal-ghaxar surmast fl-istorja tas-Socjetad L’Unione, li bil-
muzika klassika li kiteb zgur li kompla gholla I-isem ta’ din il-banda minn wahda ¢elebri
ghal dik illustra. Biex il-memorja tas-Surmast Abela Scolaro tibga’ dejjem hajja fis-
Soéjeta li tant habb u ghozz matul il-hajja tieghu, fil-festa ta¢-Centinarju tas-Socjeta,
nhar il-Hamis 3 ta’ Lulju 1980, fit-tieni jum tat-tridu tal-festa ta’ Sant’ Andrija, izzanzan
bust tal-istess surmast mahdum artistikament mis-Sur Twanny Ellul ta’ Hal Luga. Il-bust
flimkien mal-arkivju b’muzika minn tieghu gew inawgurati mis-Sinjura Margaret Abela
Scolaro (mart is-Surmast), u mbierka minn Monsinjur Inno¢enz Borg B.A . Lic.D. Ftit taz-
Zmien wara, is-Surmast Charles Zammit ikkompona mar¢ funebri bhala rikonoxximent
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ghal Mro. Scolaro bl-isem

Alla

Joseph Abela Scolaro.

Ma nkunux ged nongsu
jekk nghidu li l-muzika u
I-muzikanti Ii hargu minn
taht idejh huma monument
nazzjonali li ma jintemm

qatt.

L’Unione kburija li kellha
lil dan il-gentlom bhala
surmast li mexxiha ghal
erbgha u tletin sena shah. U

Memoria Di Mro

II-Filarmonika

biex naghlqu dan l-omagg

lejn

is-Surmast  Abela

Scolaro, se nippubblikaw f

ghall-ewwel darba |
testimonjanza verbali
mibghuta lili personalment
f’Mejju i ghadda mis-
Sinjura Rosalie Freestone-
Bayes, originarjament
mill-Hamrun, u 1i hadmet
tant mill-qrib tas-Surmast
Joseph Abela Scolaro lura
fis-snin ...

“He was a very, very talented man, and very humble too. He was easy
to work with and very understanding. He taught me a lot, he treated us all,
his staff, with the greatest dignity and respect. Some days when we were
together in the office, even in our break, he would go quiet and start to write
down a few notes, and within minutes, he would have written a new tune for
a song or possibly a hymn. It came so natural to him.

We visited all the schools in Malta and Gozo, and I worked with him
Jor ten years. Our work was to teach music appreciation and singing in
schools. I eventually did mostly the Rediffusion broadcasts along with some
other of the music teachers. When he started the job as Music Organiser,
he had a staff of two men, Maestro Camilleri KOMR and Mr. Mangion, a
MUSEUM chap from Siggiewi. Then, Miss Bianco and I started as the new
add ones. After that, Maestro Vella, Miss Galea, Miss Busuttil and Miss
Grech joined in.

My parents knew him too as we were all from Hamrun. At times when
we worked in Valletta schools he would take me to their home in Old Mint
Street and his lovely wife always welcomed me with tea or coffee, and there
I met his two children when they were quite small ...”
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