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95 VIRTUAL DISPLAY 
BY U.K. MALTA STUDY CIRCLE 

Malta -The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

by Jesmond Borg 

Definitive 1885 January 1st 
Set of seven values printed in different frames and Colours 

Common features 

printer De La Rue 

process typography 

paper White 

perforation 14comb 

gum arabic 

Watermark: Crown over CA 

Standard Colours Frame description 

Same as N° 1 

Arched boxes inscribed 
MALTA 

ONE PENNY 

Wrth four maltese crosses on the corners 

Oval inscribed 

MALTA TWO PENCE HALFPENNY 

with four maltese crosses on the corners 

Straight boxes inscribed 

MAL TA and dots at sides 
And the values for each stamp 

TWOPENCE 
FOURPENCE 
ONE SHILLING 

with four maltese crosses on the comers 

Straight boxes inscribed 

At top: MALTA with two Maltese cross at sides 
At bottom the value: FIVE SHILLINGS 

Queen's Head in the center of the Maltese 
Cross 

with four maltese crosses on the comers 



The 1899 

Scan of the original watercol­

our believed to have been de­

signed by an unnamed Post 

Office clerk in 1896. 

1922 Pictorials The 1/4d Value 

Colour Trials 

I Type I SG 31w I I Type II SG 31y 

The file proof record­

ed each day that en­

graving work was 

done on the die. 

l Type Ill SG 31 I Type IV SG 31x 

Watermark varieties 

The brown and red brown stamps were both overprinted SPECIMEN, in 
black. The size of the overprint was 14.5 x 2.Smm and was vertical read­

ing upwards on the brown stamp and downwards on the red brown. 

The initial quantity invoiced by De La Rue on 3'd October 1900 was 
572,640 stamps and 722 specimens. 
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Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

ONE FARTHING - Brown -1 st jan 1901 
Platas 
Sheet 1120-two panes of 60 (6x10) 

No, printQd ,572640 

Proceu rocess 

Oe La Rue 
subject Malta Harbour 

Face value perloration 
ONE FARTHING 14 line 

Catalogue Country Currency Number 
Stanley Gibbons UK £GBP 31a 

21a 
Said 1962 Malta £M mattese Lira 
Said price list Malta €Euro 
JB Matta €Euro 17a 
Yvert& Telllar France €Euro 12a 
Michel Garmany EEuro 15b 
Unificato lt<liy E Euro 12a 
Sect! USA USO 19a 

forl Ch~mbroy, 0010. I 6 I :!: 0 _5 

: Jd"l t.'lltlm, 'b.u.,, :u t-111'1\<ta th->11, , ftO t. tf. r J ! 1..,.I , 

Malta .. The 1899 .. 
The )(d value 

Scon of 0<1&lnal 
1896deslgn 

scan of die proof 

True colour Date oflssue 
Red brown 1stjan 1901 

colour described 
Red brown 

Red brown 

Red brown 
brun rouge 

dunkelrotbraun 
Rosso bruno 
Red brown 

I 
1922 Pictorials 

1901 ·Bfown ls.sue \vfth 
Crown CA wuorrnark 

-37 



Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

ONE FARTHING Brown - 1st January 1901 

120 - two panes of 60 (6x10) 

572640 

recess 

De La Rue 

Malta Harbour 

Face value perforation 

ONE FARTHING 14 line brown 

Catalogue Country Currency Number colour described 

Stanley Gibbons UK £ GBP 31 brown 

Said 1982 Malta 

Said price list Malta 

£M maltese Lira 
21 brown 

€ Euro 

JB !Malta €Euro 17 brown 

Yvert& Tellier France €Euro 12 brun 

Michel Germany €Euro 15a dunkelbraun 

Unificato Italy €Euro 12 bruno 

Scott USA SUSD 19 brown 

Queen Victoria Page 36 
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·Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

ONE HALF· PENNY • Green 
Plates 
Sheot 240 - 4 panes of 60 

No. prlnt.d 165,120 

Imprint No Indication 

Designer. Jean Ferdinand Joubert de la Fer\6 

Marglnal lnacriptlon Matte - Pottage One Half Penny 

half penn retn ~ d green 

id GREEN 
Plato No. I, which had been used for tho id yellow stamps, was utilised for tho prlntlna of the id 

ll'Olll· Tho shades vary from a very deep areen to a very ;>ale "washed out" aroon. Perforation 12 ls known 
but lt ls thouaht to bo a trlal. 

A piece exlstt be•rina stuclc down copies or tho i:d yellow and id aroon (perforation 12) comparlna 
tho exlstlna and proposed colours, tho aroon stamp belna-endorsed "Proposed colour bolna that established 
by tho lnternatlonal Postal Convention for this duty," £ICC colour plate on paae xv) 

Tho llnt printlna wu ponlbly tho deep areen wltll lhados and can be idontl8ed by brownish aum 
and yollowlah paper. Tho second prlntlna appu.rod In 1390 and wu deop to l!aht areon (shades) on white 
paper and white aum. No other prlntlna dates have beea recorded but it Is thouaht that it would bo moat 
unlikely that there were only two printlnaa. 

t /tJ/n/ & .1!7v -IJ,,mf-4. 

r£d" ult.,,, l'Ut II· I l<'t " t1ul,. , (' II t,...7'' 
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UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

tJij~E) 

·. 

MALTA- HALF PENNY GREEN STAMP 

UND. POSTCARD OF ST.LUCIA STREET 
I 

TO SICILIA, VALLETTA CIRCLE POSTMARK 1900 I 

18 

%~n'Zir/~ ~~ 
6%~~£L. 
~~-z7Q;U7 /.7J' 

$~2'£__ 

MALTA- HALF PENNY GREEN STAMP 

UNDIVIDED POSTCARD OF VALLETTA 

TO ROMA, VALLETTA OVAL POSTMARK 1901 



Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

ONE PENNY - Red 
Plates 
Sheet 240 - 4 panes of 60 

No. printed 257,280 

Imprint No Indication 

Designer: De La Rue 

Marginal inscription 

Face value True colour 
One penny red ONE PENNY red 

ld CARMINE 
The artist's ori11inal drawing in carmine on thin yellowish p&per exists dated 26 SEP 83; the 14 

crosses in the d .. i11n have four points instead of eight. (see colour plate on page xvi) 
Recorded die proofs are u follows:-
(a) In black on &lazed paper without tho value expressed and 
(b) In black on card at various stages of productian: (i) Unm•rked, (ii) S MAR 84 AFrER 

HARDENING, (iii) 11 MAR 84 AFrER STRIKING and initialled "O.M." 
Tho Id and 21<! die proofs in black, on 11tazed card, exist mounted on the same card struck on 12th 

and 7th March 1894 respectively, 
It Is also known, in black, on alazed card dated on reverse "7/3/84". 

ONE PENNY - Rose 
Plates 
Sheet 240 - 4 panes of 60 

No. printed f257,280 

Imprint INo Indication 

Designer. 

Marginal Inscription 

Face value True colour 
One penny roae ONE PENNY rad www.ammsald.com 

Catalogue Count Currency colour described 
Stanley Gibbons UK £ GBP 21 rose 
Said 1982 Malta £M maltesa Lira 11 a rose 
Said price list Malta €Euro 11 a rose 
JB Malta 
Yvert & Tallier 

19 



20 

.. ....... .. ~ ,;fa, .. ,,1./3. o/ du 
" 7-

MALTA- ONE PENNY RED STAMP 

UNO. POSTCARD TO SURREY ENGLAND 

VALLETTA OVAL POSTMARK 1903 

MALTA- ONE PENNY ROSE STAMP 

MALTA UNDIVIDED POSTCARD 

TO MESSINA, VALLETTA ROUND PO.c;TMARI< 1Qrl? 



Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

TWO PENCE - Grey 
Plates 

Sheet 60 - 6 panes of 10 

No. printed 244,280 

Imprint No indication 

Designer: De La Rue 

Marglnal inscription 

Face value True colour 

Two and half penny blue TWOPENCE grey 

Queen Victoria 

2d GREY 
Shades 

(a) Grey .(b) Slate grey (c) Bluish slate 

The first printing (issued 27th December 1884) was grey with yellowish paper and gum. The second 
printing (1890) was slate grey with white paper and gum. No other printing dates of issue have beCn 
recordedj .the existence of the bluish-slate shade suggest at least one further printing. 

Varieties 
(a) The value "TWO PENCE" in thicker type (first printing) 
(b) "0" of "TIVO" broken (plate flaw) 
"(c) . 

. ' 1·: ~-Ir 
• a. .. _..._ t/'1~. 

l f'r •• - - 0 ·- "'"' ......, •• it 

§~a#C~~ 
Cl;~~~-/? 

-_q&noveu 

Malta-1885-registered -security envelope 23 SP 97 to Genoa Italy 

R 
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TWO PENNY GREY AND TWO PENCE 1/2 STAMPS 

(R)REGESTERED ENVELOPE TO ITALY with 5 STRAIGHT 

LINES MALTA & REGESTERED POSTMARKS 1894 

MALTA- ONE PENNY ROSE STAMP 

MALTA UNDIVIDED POSTCARD 

l 

TO GENOVA. VALLETTA OVAL POSTMARK 1902 



_Malta - The issues of Kings a~d Queens -1860 -1964 

Plates 

Sheet 240 - 4 panes of 60 

No. printed 1510,720 

Imprint No indication 

Designer: De La Rue 

Marginal inscription 

True colour 
Two and half penny blue dull blue 

Catalogue 

Stanley Gibbons 

Said 1982 

Country Currency colour described 

UK £ GBP 24 dull blue 

Malta £M maltese Ura 

Malta E Euro 
13 dull blue 

Malta E Euro 13 dull blue 

France E Euro 

Germany IE Euro 7a dunkellblau 

Italy E Euro 8b blu 

USA S USO 11b grey 

Fragment with Malta -1885 -Two and half penny blue vertical pair 
handstamped duplex type AD2a- eds MALTA (arched) H - MR 8 97 - A25 

·1. 

23 



d'~ 
//. ~w ,/~ 

~! TWO PENCE Hf.LFPENNY BLUE DEC 1895 COSTPICUA CDS CANCEL 

~~ ADDRESSED NELSON STREET SUNDERLAND 
'· ,,. 

24 

NEAT MALTA CDS THROUGH AND CDS SUNDERLAND RECEIVER TO RARER 

I I 

ENVELOPE ADDRESED TO TORQUAY U.K. 

Registered envelope with MALTA strait lines postmark 

MALTA STAMP 2 x Definit ive stamp S.G. 26 



Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

TWO PENCE HALF PENNY- Bright Blue 
Plates 
Sheet 

No. printed 

Imprint 

Designer: 

Marginal Inscription 

._ __ T_w~o_a_n_d_h_al_f ~pe_n_n~y_b_lu_e __ ~T.wo pence half penny 
2-!d BLt:E 

240 - 4 panes of 60 

510,720 

No indication 

De La Rue 

True colour 
brlQht blue 

Th;, ~rtisl's origina.l drawing in blue on t.hin yellow·~h paper dated 26 SEP 83 exists.\ 

The follo\\;ing die proofs a.re recorded in black on glazed card:­
(i) 18 FEB 84 BEFORE HARDENING 
(ii) 19 FEB 84 AFTER HARDENING 

(iii) 11 MAR 84 "'1'TER STRIKING (and initialled) 
(iv) D ated 1 on the reverse, 1112/3/84" 

Shodes 
(a) Dull blue 
(d) Dull ultramarine 
(g) Pale blue 

Queen Victoria 

(b) Cobalt 
(e) Bright ultromarbe 
h Ultramarine 

(c) Pale bright blue 
(f) Bright blue 

Fragment (partially cu: envelope) with 
Malta - 1885 - Two and half penny blue 

hand stamped duplex type AD2a­
cds MALTA (arched) H -MY 14 97 - A25 

25 
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ENVELOPE ADDRESED TO SUSSEX 

MALTA OCTOBER 13 1888 Postmark 

MALTA STAMP 2 Y, Definitive stamp S.G. 25 

MALTA VICTORIAN REGISTERED ENVELOPE to UK 1897 UPRATED WITH EXTRA 

2 STAMPS of 1902 No. 36A 2 Y. Penny . 



Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

TWO PENCE HALF PENNY- Ultramarine 
Plates 

Sheet 240 - 4 panes of 60 

No. printed 510,720 

Imprint No Indication 

Designer: De La Rue 

Marginal inscription 

Face value True colour 
Two and half penny blue Two pence half perny ultramarine 

. Th~ ~rtist 's oriiinal drawing fn blue on thin yellowish P~pe; dated 26 SEP 83 exists.'\ 

The following die proofs are recorded in black' on glazed card:­
(i) 18' FEB 84 BEFORE HARDENING 

(ii) 19 FEB 84 AFTER HARDENING 
(iii) 11 MAR 84 AFTER STRIKING (and initialled} 
(iv) Dated, on the reverse, "12/3/84" 

Shades 
(a) Dull blue 
(d) Dull uitramarine 
(g) Pale blue 

(b) Cobalt 
(e) Bright ultramarine 
(h) Ultramarine 

REGISTERED 

(c) Pale bright blue 
(f) Bright blue 

LETTER. 
THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TC AN OFFICER OF THE Po ... ' 

TO BE REGISTERED, ANO A RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR • ' 

' " - , j 

Malta-1 885 - on regist&red embossed - bo4-to London 
Handstamp "Valletta" REGISTERED apr 22, 1892 MALTA in oval and Oval A25 on the stomps 

Queen Victoria Pago 27 
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Maita - The issues of Kin us and Queens -1860 -1964 

FOUR PENCE - Brown 
Plates 
Sheet 60-6panesof10 

No. printed 163,200 

Imprint No indication 

Designer: De La Rue 

Marginal Inscription 

Face value True Colour 

FOUR PENCE - brown Four pence brown 

Catalogue Country Currency Number colour described 

Stanley Gibbons UK £GBP 27 brown 

4d BROWN 
Shades 

(a) Brown - pale to medium shades (b) Chestnut brow; (c) Chocolate brown 
Differences in the shades of the key plate design and the value lettering are known. 
The first printin~ (~ssued 2~th December J 884) is in various ~hades of brown on yellowish paper and 

gum. T~1c second ~nntmg cons1s_ts of both chestnut brown nnd chocolate brown and is on white paper 
nnd white gum. It 1s not known 1f there were nny other printings. 

Malta 

,.r:: 
:il 

. / 
'.-~· 

.~,. 
:-· . ,\ 

t ·. ., 
% / 

tal\' 

Malta -1885 -Sg 20 pair and 23 and 27 - on registered from VICTORIA B MY 8 97 GOZO -to Milan Italy 
On back eds o MAL TA G MY 8 97 and Milan Arrival 
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Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

ONE SHILLING - Pale Violet 

eo-e anasof10 

eo,ooo 
No Indication 

De La Rue 

Face value True colour 
One Shilling Pale violet 

Catalogue Country Currency Number colour described 
Stanley Gibbons UK £ GBP 2g Pale violet 

Sh odes 
11· VIOLET 

(a) Violet - This deeper shade includes stamps In which tho head and frame nro somewhat llahtor 
and tho letterina deeper violet and vice verso. 

(b) Pule violet - n true "delicate" shade, the stamp bclna the same colour throuahout. Care must 
be taken not to confuse fQded copies of tho violet shndo. 

The first printlna (Issued 27th December . 884) hns violet shades from medium to deep on yellowish 
paper nnd sum. The second prlntlna (l 890) has pale to medium shndcs on white paper nnd gum. It ls not 
1 . .. ,.. . ...... , t.. ,. ,t..,. .. '""'°'"" .... : .. u,..,,.., .. ... r .. ""'Od ' 

~XX.II 
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Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

ONE SHILLING - Violet 
Plates 
Sheet 60- 6 panes of 10 

No. printed 60,000 

Imprint No Indication 

Designer: De La Rue 
Marginal Inscription 

Face value True colour 
ONE SHILLING - violet Ona Shilling violet 

Catalogue Country Currency colour described 
Stanley Gibbons 

Shades 
UK £GBP 28 violet 

(n) Violet - This deeper shade includes stan1ps in which the head and frnmc nre son1ewhnt li;htcr 
and the lctlcrina deeper violet and vice versa. 

{b) Pale violet - a true "delicrue0 shade, the stamp being the sa.me colour lhrouah~ut. Cnre must 
be taken not to conruse faded copies or the v.io.et shade. 

The first prlntlna (issued 27th December 1884) has violet shndes from medium to deep on yellowish 
poper nnd aum. The second printina (1890) has pale to medium shades on white paper and aum. It is not 
kqown whether other printinas were made. 

__;..t; .; 
C"' ,('r, •• •• d A? 

- g 28 and 32 and 23 and 27. on fragment of registered 

MALTA ·ONE SHILLING VIOLET and PALE VIOLET 

OVERPRINTED REVENUE USED 

PALE VIOLET AND ONE SHILLING 

AND ONE PENNY ROSE STAMPS ON PIECE 

Queen Victorin 

30 
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5/- ROSE. DIE. PROOF lN BLACK ~~If--. 

BEFORE HARDING. COPY 

19 AUG.UST 1885 

31 



Maita - The issues of Kinas and Queens -1860 ~li.964 
a ..... e::::::::z:~Stw!- = ....... ::u:::::+:JJ • • ~ 

F~VE SH!!-L!NG - Rose· 1885 
!Sheet 120-12x 10 

15,000 

I~ lndloztlon 

, D~~lgntr: De La Rue 

MarglMI Inscription 

Face value True colour Dete of ln ue 
FIVE SHILLING - rost Five Shilling rose 1 at January 1 aee 

Cattlo ue Count currenc Number colour d11crtb1d 
Stanlt Gibbons UK £GBP 30 roae 
Said 1962 

Said prlct llat 
M1lt1 £M maltest Lira 

1G roae 
Malta €Euro 

JB Motto €Euro 1G ro1t 
Yvert & Tt ll l•r Franco E Euro 11 ro1t 
Mlohtl 
Unlflcato 
Scott 

German €Euro 
Ital E Euro 
USA Is USO 

10 
11 
1.il 

!/·ROSE 

rou 
rou 

In l886 a 5/· stamp was lnued which was much larger than provloua voluc1, tho medallion bolna 1 

12~ mm diameter as Malt• had Hkcd for a ''distinctive dulan, which should be loraer thnn those already 
supplied, clearly cxhlbltlna tho Cron or Mlllta". 

A2S POSTMARK CDS "Malta" PARCEL POSTMARK 

1886 QVI FIVE SHILLI~GS • SG 30 used 

Silver Gilt Stamp Ingot· British Colonies Queca Victoria Mnltn S Shllllngs 1806 

Q11Hn Victorin 

32 



Type 

.t! 

No. 
15 

4. February 1899 

WM:2 

Sheet size: 240 Design: Official du Bureau de poste Engraving: Perforation: 14 

D Colour Description 

4YiP dark brown Dgnajsa tal-Lat ini (Gozo boat) 

SP orange red Maltese galley 

WM: l Sheet size: 60 Engraving: Gustave Dore {St-Paul) Perforation: 14 

D Colour Description 

2'6Sh' P olive Melita 

lOSh dark blue St Paul 's Shipwreck 

1901 Jan 1901 - Valletta Harbour 
WM: 2 Sheet size: 240 Design: Official du Bureau de poste Engraving 
Perforation: 14 

Type 

1 
D 

IF 
Colour 

reddish brown 

Description 
Grand Harbour, Valletta 

33 



Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

Plates No indication 

Sheet 120 - two panes of 60 (6x10) 

No. printed 120000 

Imprint No indication 

Designer: Malta Post Offics - official 

subject Gazo Boat 

perforation True colour 

14 llne sepia 

Catalogue Country 

Stanley Gibbons UK 

1896 - Sept. The original design showed 10s but was changed 

to 4~d when De La Rue sent the first designs back to Malta. 

1898 - April - Artists photographic essay In grey black. 

Colour Trials 

Date of Issue 

Feb 4'" 1899 

colour described 

sepia 

14 ~.~ 1598 

~J. i· ,f'lt . 

-
34 

1898 Die Proof 

Specimen grey-brown 

Scan of experimental 

4d overprint 

The 4YJd issue on Single Crown CA paper was issued on 4th February 1899 and is known 

in 2 shades - 11:rev-brown and black brown from ;i ~Pr:nnrl nrintina in 1 Qnn 



a - The issues of Kin~s and Queens -1860 -1964 

IVE PENCE - VERMILLION • 1899 
No Indication 
120- two panes cf SO (6x10) 

119040 

recess 

Malta Post Office • official 

Galea 

perforation TnJe colour Date of Issue 
14 line VERMILLION 4™ FEB 1899 

Catalogue Country Currency Number colour described 
Stanley Gibbons UK £GBP 33 vermllllon 
Said 1982 
Said price list 
JB 
Yvert& Tallier 
Michal 
Uniflcato 
Scott 

Malta £M maltose Lira 

Malta € Euro 
19 vermllllon 

Malta €Euro 19 Vermillion 
France €Euro 14 vermilion 
Germany €Euro 12 braunllchrot 
Italy €Euro 14 vermlgllo 
USA S USO 16 Brown red 

Malta-1899 • Sd - on re9lstered-oval REGISTERED G 12 sp 99 MALTA 
bearing also an R In oval and the MAL TA In five lines handstamp - to Cagllarl 

SG ~) ;{JCill t\ 
Cll ovt~ "II. 

35 
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1898 Die proof showing 

the various dates when 

work was carried out on 

the die. 

The 2s 6do/a{ue 

In the original drawings sent to the Crown Agents in 

1896 there was a drawing showing Melita but no va lue. 

This was developed by De La Rue into the 2s 6d va lue. 

c 

Scan of Die proof 750 Specimen stamps 

were overprint ed 

There were 3 shades printed a) Olive grey bl Olive brown c) Grey green 

and were issued on 4th February 1899. on Crown CC paper. 



--·· --------~ ----- -- --------

Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

Allegory of Melrta 

Perforation True colour Date of Issue 

14 line Olive 4~ Feb 1899 

Catalogue Currency Number colour described 

Stanley Gibbons £GBP 34 

Said 1982 Malta 

!Said price list Malta 
19 Oliva gray 

JB Malta 20 Olive gray 
Yvert& Tellier France 15 olive 
Michel Germany 13 grauotiv 

Unificato Italy 15 oliva 
Scott USA 17 Olive gray 

Leii"G· date of usG ? 
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Malta - The issues of Kings and Queens -1860 -1964 

Catalo ua 
Stanloy Gibbon• 
Said 1982 
Said rice list 
JB 
Yvtrt & Tellier 
Mlcht l 
Unlflcato 
Soott 

Overprlntect 

SPECIMEN 

10 SHILLINGS Blue Black·· 1899 
PlatH 
Sheet 
No. printed 

Pre can 
Oaslgnar: 

subJect 

Perforation 
14 lint 

Ooun Curranc 
UK £GBP 
Malta £M malteaa ~Ira 
Malta E Euro 
Malta €Euro 
France €Euro 
German 
Ital 
USA 

. ,._.1:·~77t~~. 
J' :~.~-·;,. \ y y . .: ~ ~~ 

(.·L.; l.~-~~s~;: '·~~.:,.1·~~-i 

No indloaUon 
GO-ono ana oteO 1h 5 

eoooo 
rl!CtiH 

De .a Rue 

Saint Paul shipwreck. 
adapted from an engraving by 

Gustav Oort 

TNa colour 
Blut black 4~ ltb 1809 

35 blua black 

20 blue black 

bluo black 
bleu nolr 

blUO black 

Overprlntod 

REVENUE 

Forftaoal u1a 

1903 November 28 printed OHMS parcel label to "THE SENIOR BRITISH NAVAL. OFFICER, HIS MAJESTY'S SHIPS 
ANO VESSEL.S" at Suda Bay, Canea, Crete, franked with 1885-110 4d, 1899·1901101, and 1803·041• (2) tlad by two 

V11l1ttl oval d1t11t1mp1, adhHlvoa with a few 1hort ptrfl and toned parf tlp1 and label with minor lmp1rf1ctlon1 but 
vary 1carc1 

t=rom Srenl~JI Glb/,0111 - Se/11736-12_13Jul113 

Queen Victoria Paga 3S 
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