EAFP 2022

Towards Pharmacy 5.0 Education

Methed:_This COIL i : . .

Pharmacy Education 22(3) 1 - 35

Interprofessional education and competencies:
Development of an assessment tool for
pharmacy practice

Zaccomer?, F. Wirth?, L. Camilleri2, L.M. Azzopardi!

1 Department of Pharmacy, Faculty of Medicine and Surgery,
University of Malta

2 Department of Statistics and Operations Research, Faculty of
Science, University of Malta

Introduction: Interprofessional education (IPE) activities have
an impact on the development of healthcare students’
competencies. Best practices for assessing the impact of IPE
have not yet been identified. The aim was to design outcome
assessment methodologies capable of evaluating IPE on
pharmacy competencies development.

Method: An innovative IPE tool was designed and validated
through a three-step Delphi technique by two
multidisciplinary panels of experts composed of Maltese and
international healthcare professionals. The tool was
distributed to Doctorate in Pharmacy students (N = 35) and
alumni (N = 16) of the same course, who all had experienced
IPE-based placements. Internal consistency of the tool was
assessed by Cronbach’s Alpha test. Kruskal Wallis was used to
compare mean core competency scores between groups of
participants clustered by gender, age, year of study, years of
practice and area of practice.
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Results: The developed ‘Interprofessional Education on
Pharmacy Competencies (IPEPC)’ tool consists of ten
statements divided into four core competencies, namely:
‘Values-Ethics for Interprofessional Practice’, ‘Roles-
Responsibilities’, ‘Interprofessional Communication” and
‘Teams and Teamwork’. The tool was completed by 32
students and 14 alumni of the Doctorate in Pharmacy course.
The tool shows adequate internal consistency between the
statements in each of the core competencies (Cronbach’s
Alpha values > 0.07). All statements received a mean score
higher than 4 out of 5 (5 being the highest agreement).
‘Roles/Responsibilities’ core competency received the
highest score.

Conclusions: High scores received by all statements of the
IPEPC tool showed the critical role of IPE on pharmacy
competencies. IPE helped to provide confidence in the
‘Roles/Responsibilities’ core competency. The tool is useful to
evaluate IPE pharmacy competencies and improvement of
person-centred care.

Pharmacy Education 22(3) 1 - 35

Towards Pharmacy 5.0 Education



smica06
Cross-Out


