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I.
Ftehima

Fis-sena 1540, maduar xi ghaxar snin uara li
IOrdni tal Cavalieri ta S. Guann kala daun il giejjer
taghna minn ghand I'lnperatur ta li Spanja:Carlu V,
ghallahhar granet ta Gunju, f’xi siegha-nhar, harga
flinchien mill Birgu, biex jaghmlu daura;zeugt ihbieb ;
kasmu ix-xaghra li tiehu lejn Bormla, ilueu max-
xellug, uakfu uara ftit kuddiem dar, rau il bieb u it-
tuieki maghluka, habtu zeug tahbitiet bla ma uiegeb
hadd, kabdu it-triek li tiehu ghall Carcara u bekghu
nizlin sax-xatt. Chellhom it-tnejn fuk it-tletin sena ;
hsebijiet cbar chienu donnhom ghaddejjin minn mohh-
hom ghall ui¢¢ husbien u ghas-schiet li chienu fih
matul it-triek; izda, malli kghadu bil kgheda fuk il
blat, uiehed minnhom, uara li gerra maduaru biex
jara humiex uhudhom, I'ghainejn tieghu micsura u
mimlija bid-dmugh, kél 1il siehbu:

— Habib, collox sfali fix-xejn!... thabatt, gha-
rakt, ilabt tant drabi hajti kalb it-Toroe, fittixt tant
f'Tunes, f'Girba, ti Tripli,fi Zuara, biex sirt naf inkas
milli cont naf kabel ma infridna minn xulxin disgha
snin flal.. &



— Tonin, la taktax jesec ghall collox !... Jena
ghidni bit-tama li maz-zmien collox jinchixef.

— Imma mita ser icun dan iz-Zmien! ma ghaddiex
jakau Zmien biz-Zejjed ? ! m’hux gimghat, m’hux xhur,
izda ghaddeu digh disgha snin shah!... Ah! Gann ha-
bibi, min ghamel id-delitt, gharaf ihabbel il bi¢éa hece
tajjeb li nara it-tahbit collu tieghi, il ghajnuna tieghec
u ta hbieb ohra, ma stajt nakbat ebda tarf ! U tahseb
li illus, uara tant Zmien, jista jibkghali xi tama ?...
Ah, msejena ommi, msejena ohti, chif chellcom tin-
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temmu !...

— Zomm il bichi, Tonin, kallu habibu fil hin li
kghedlu idu fuk spaltu u gaghlu ihares lejh. Tiftacar
meta conn’na iltkajna fil palazz ta missierec fil Castell
ta Ghaudex, tiftacar mita iltkajna, ftit vara, fi Tripli,
fejn cont mibghut mis-Sultan Isleadam biex inhallas
il piena ta.daue li ihobbuni 2... Tiftacar x’cont ghidtlec?
Narga nghidualec issa ucoll: dae 1i spanjol ta Ghau-
dex, Gorg Rioles, u il-lhudi habibu, Elia, irid icollhom
sehewn cbir fid-disyrazia t'ommoce u t'ohtoe. Ta dan il
hs’eb huma ucoll hbicbna Fernandu Montanies u Toni
deNasis. Tibia xejn, Tonin, ghalchemm li spanjol u
il-lhudi tid-delitt taghhom il marilia habbluha chemm
setghu biex ma insibuhx, nittama fil Madonna u 'San
Guaun, li insibu it-tarf u inbolluha sa I'ahhar hajta.
It-tarf taghha nahseb li jena sibtu, u natic chelma ta
cavalier, li ‘nibka nithabat sachemmn nicsef collox.
F’Rioles hsibt u ghandi il ghaliex; imma icollu jagh-
milha mal Cavalier Ganni de Parisot...

— Tida, Gann, Rioles hu habib taghna, habib ictar
imbaghad ta Toni de Nasis, li chien gharus t'ohti, chif
tista tahseb hece hazin fih?

-t
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— Jecc nahseb -tih hazin, ghandi I'ghalies. Jena
bzajt minnu, ma fdajtu katt,‘hass'rbhi-haiin minn meta
iltkajt mieghu I'euuel darba fid-ddr taghcom ta Hamet,
fejn conn’na ghaddejna gurnata flimchien mieghee u
u mal Hachem ta Ghaudex, missierec. Nahseb li m’hux
biss Rioles ghandu x’jaksam fid-disgrazia taghcom,
imma f’tieghi ucoll mita gejt itturafnat f'Ghaudex u
i Tripli.

— Mela ghaddiet xi haga minn ghala uidneje
biex tithaddet b’dan il mod? t

— Ma ghandiex tahseb li hsibt hazin tih ghalxejn.
Chln Af 1i ftit granet ilu chellemt fi'Imdiza lil habibna
Toni de Nasis, li chien ghadu gej minn Ghaudes, fejn
mar ghadda gimghd ma niesu; ixxemmem chemm
sata’ fuk li cont ghidtlu jen, bla ma ta’ x’jahseb lil
hadd, minn xi nies )i inti katt ma tista tahseb tihom ;
kbadna bil ghakal tarf, imma jinhtieg ghakal u Zmien
u li inti ghallissa icolloc is-sabar li tistenna il hin, li
fih incunu nistghu ingharfuc...

— Chif, kabez Tonin b'daghdiegha, immela jena
nibka kieghed u tahdmu ghalija intcom biss! Ghaliex
mieghi dan il heba collu ?

— Nin, ifda fina; hemm bzonn li nghamlu hece. Int
ma tibkax kieghed, tahdem maghna ucoll; imma minn
ghajr ma tcun taf ghall’issa dac 1i hemm mohbi. Il
curagg tieghee ghandna bzonnu u jisuielna m’hux ftit;
imma inti demmee spont, jitlaghlec malajr ; ah! habib,
chieca tcan taf fejn irridu naslu biex niexfu li ghan-
dna bZonn, chemm nies li int thobb, ghandhom idej-
hom iméappsin bid-demm, chienu il htija tal kerda tal
familja tieghee, chemm.. Ma digd kieghed tishon !...
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kieghed inzhidlec iz zejjed... Int- w’intix tajjeb biex
izzomm demmee cuiet kuddiem-daue li kerdulec Uictar
zeug persuni li cont thobb fid-dinja ; jece teun taf dac
li bdejna niexfu, tista tisua ta deni lileec in-nifsec!
Halli, immela, il bi¢éa f'idejn min ihobboe.

— Imma mnejn sejrin tibdeu biex taslu li tiexfu
bi¢éa tant mohbija ? Ghall'inkas ghidli dan: ghadhom
hajjin, ommi u obti?... Hemm xi tama li gurnata
ghéad nehelsuhom mill jasar ?...

— Ghadhciux hajjin, Nin, u fejnhom, Alla jaf!
Ghidtli mnejn nibdeu ¢ Dan trid tecun tafu bLhali, ghax
trid tecun maghna inti ucoll. Gbada hemm bzonn li
immorru sa Chemmuna, biex...

- — Sa Chemmana ?! kabez haun kalla Ninu collu
mistghageb.

— Iva, Nin, s1v Chemmuna, u icoliha x’taksam
bosta tit-tiftix taghna din Tart Zghira. Sa Chemmuna,
jeu biex nzhidiee chif isejhula dv’ Zinien, sal Bejta tal
Hallilin, u jena inzidlee: bejta ta nies bla kalb, che-
frin, bosta ghaghar mit-Toroe !... Minn ftit snin jinsab
hemum uiehed ragel btitel mieghu, ighidala is Sujjed
jeu inchella il Mignun ta Chemmuna.

— Chif ma haduhx it-Toroe, li s’euit ipoggu
hewmwm ? kabez mistghageb Ninu,

— Din chienet I'cuuel haga li tAtni x’'nahseb, ma
hallina ghall’issa minn dan. Immela, dan is-Sajjed tu
Chemmuna mohhu m’hux seuua, drabi itih bhal ferh ta
genn, ghandu tifel ta ghaxar snin, uibnu u il-lsir tore.
Hemm bZonn naslu sa hemm biex inchelmuh, nist-
sharguh... Biz-7ejjed tcun taf dan. Biss inghidlec li
ma turihx min int mita incunu hemm... Ciin af ucoll
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i waghna, barra minn Toninu de Nasis, icollna iehor
li inti ghadec ma tafux. Dau jismu Bernard Dopuo,
ghini u nobbli, ghandu it-titlu ta Miles, 1i kelghu
mis-Sultan ta Spanja Carlu V ghall rebha li gieb fuk
it-Toroe. Dan, minn ftit taz-zinien, jinsab filjCastell ta
Ghaudex, Captan tal ghases tax-xtajta. Il bierah gieé
Malta ghax sejjahlu I’Armirall il Cbir; ghada ghandu
icun maghna. Hu habib ta missierec u tal Captan ta
Ghaudex, is-sur Ciceu Platamone, hu ommoe. Natihulec
bragel kalbieni u sargu chemm tridu. Nibkghu, im-
mela, li ghada filghodu merhula ghall Chemmuna,
jena ga hsibt ghall collox, filghodu mas-sebh id-dghajsa
bil kaddiefa tcun tistenniena fix-xatt tal Birgu.

— Tajjeb, Gann, ghall Chemmuna. Alla ithielna
tajba !

— Nittamau fih.

11
Sa Chemmuna

Fi zmien li storia taghna, il giira ta Chemmuna
chienet bla nies, minnhabba il biza tat-Toroc, li sicuit
chienu iidhru maduar il gzejjer taghna biex jisirku. Lil
min chien imur fiha biex idurha, chienet isseuuidlu
kalbu, ghaliex 'ebda sinjal ta hajja ma chien jilmah;
hitan I’haun u I'hinn ta diar mgarifa, mghottijin nof-
shom bix-xeuc u bil horriek; canali tal ilma mchissra ;
triekat mmhassrin b'gebel ta ghalieki mixhut f'nofshom,
il enisja ta S. Niclau, fid-dahla tal bahar ta dan I'isem,
m’hux biss mgarrfa, ma bilchemm taghraf fejn chie-
net ; mill enisja 'ohra tal Madonna, jidhru biss minnha
muakkfa zeug hitan, collox sinjal li fiz-Zmienijiet ta
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kabel chienet ghamara ta bosta nies, chif ucoll li ghad-
deu bosta drabi minnha it-Toroc u kerdu collox. 1l
iakam li hadet ta Bejta tal Hallilin, jurina biz-iejjed
ghall fejn chienet isservi t’dan iz-Zmien. F'1419, Maltin
u Ghaudxin, mifthemin flimchien, riedu jibnu fiha torri
¢bir biex izommu fih ghases li ma ihallux I'ghedenua
jinilu fiba; uasslu it-talba taghhom lis-Sultan ta Spanja
Alfonsu, ueghedhom li jatihom li talbuh; biex jighor li
spejjes, ghamel spisa zghira fuk I'imbit, imma it-torri
ma sirx; ghaliex dac li hemm illum, ghamlu il Sultan
Wignacourt £1618, mitejn sena uara, u ma dac iz-Zmien
imbaghad bdiet mill gdid tinhadem l'art taghha.

Fil bidu ta I'Ordni ta S. Guann fMalta u Ghau-
dex, din il gzira chienu jinkdeu biha I'chedeuua biex
jersku lejha bix-xuieni, jistahbeu f’xi dahla taghha,
jokghodu ghassa ghall xi dghajsa li tcun gejja minn
Skallija ghall Malta jen minn “Malta ghall Ghaudex.
Ma contx taghmlu ghalhece chif gieb n lahak il viagg
minn gzira ghall ohra; biex ininn Malta tigi Ghaudex,
spiss cont tilghab hajjtec jeu inchella Ii tghaddi ghom-
roc fil jasar. L'erbgha ghalhecc li ftehmu, chif ghidna
fit-taksima ta kabel, li jerhulha mill Birgu u imorru
Chemmuna, riedu icunu ta gharmu cbir, biex ma
kghadu jahsbu xejn f’dac li chien jista jigrilhom.

Chienet ghada ix-xemx ta filghodu ma nebhietx
ghall eollox id-dlamijiet bid-daul taghha, x’hin dghajsa
b’erbgha Isiera kaddiefa u bl'erbgha hbieb fukha, li
diga nafuhom, halliet il Birgu, harget mill port u rha-
tilha ghall Chemmuna ma l'art 'art, b'ghajneihom issa
il barra fak il bahar biex jarau jilmhux xi kala ta
I'ghedeuna, issa fuk I'art x’hin icollha titfaéca xi dahla
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nara xi gholja,-ghall b'za i isibu fukhom ghall ghar-
rieda it-Toroe.

11 Cavalier Ganni de Parisot hsiebu biss fil kad-
diefa tieghu li ifittxu jisau, jitlob lil S. Guann li inassa-
Thom bis-sliema; Toni de Nasis mat-tnejn 'ohra jitolbu
issa lil S. Paul, issa lil Madonna tal Mellicha u tal
Kala. Ma tal it-triek collha xejn wa tniffsu fuk dae li
ghalih chienu sejrin t"lic il gzira, ghalies, fost 'erbgha
Isiera, uiehed minnhowm chellu hzunija u ghakal biz-
zejjed biex jifhcin collox bnofs ta chelma u chien
jista jisua ta deni. Chien jismu Halif; chien uiehed
makbud minn fuk ix-xini ta Cara Saym Rais u Cara
Mustafa, fil hin 1i daun chienu sejrin Barbaria bi
prisa ta tliet mitt nisrani u bit tappezzeria tal Cun-
vent ta I'Ordni ta S. Guann, misruka minn Rodi. De
Parisot xtrah ghall ghdklu u chien jisuiclu ghall cull
fejn icollu Lzonn. I Maltin chienu ighajtulu ta ghajn
wahduw, ghax l'ohra tiliftha ftit kahel uaka Isir f'tak-
bida ma 1i nsara.

Uaslu, bil ghajnuna I'Alla, Chemmuna, rabtu id-
dghajsa fid-dahla ta S. Niclau, rabtu tliet Isiera mal
banc tad-dghajsa biex ma jaharbux, lil Halif nizzluh
fl'art maghhom u ghalibeuh l'erbgha mkadefl u rhenlha
flimchien biex isibu lis-Sajjed ta Chemwmuna.

Cuarta mixi il fuk mnejn nizlu, chienet imuakkfa
uhida dar ¢ehejena i minn barra chienet donnha ta xi
ghalka, mdaura b’hafna ibrag ta gebel ta diar mgarrfa.
Id-dar collha ma chienx fiha hlief camra go obra; ta
barra, zmattata ghall collox, ma chienx fiha barra
minn bane, siggu kadim -u ftit tiben f’roena li iservi
ta sodda lil Isir tas-sajjed li seminejna ; imma ta géuna
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chienet xort'o'ira. Mejda kadim tal geuz, scrivanija
zehira bi ftit cotba u carti fukha, erbgha necuatri fil
hitan ta pittura sabieha, sodda u sufan li chienu joghd-
dn ictar ghall uiehed ghéini nelele ghall uiehed sajjed.
Ghalchemm minn din il camra min chien jckghod
fiha wa chienx jidher mignun, hece imma tas-seuua
chien jidher f'xi hinijiet tal gurnata. Filli chien icun
f'eamartu ferhan b’ibnu, ighallmu i haga tal kari, tilli
johrog b'ui¢é imberghen, b'ghainejh imberka, b’xuxtu
muakkfa, jiggera I'haun u I'hinn sachemm jasal fix-
xtajta i semmejna, fejn chien icollu marbuta id-
dghajsy, jinzel ghar-reobtejh, jixhet ghainejh éassi fuk
il bahar, itemtem hafna cliem bla ma jiftihem, jispi¢éa
filli ikum, jati dakka bida fuk mohhu u ighid: “Mis-
hut il mument ... Kalb ta tigra !... Mulejja, icolloc
hniena !...

Mita Perbgha bil Isir maghhom korbu lejn id-dar
tas-suajjed, semghu chelb zghir jimbah fil bieb, jisimghu
min isejjahla biex jiscot u jitfacéa uiehed ragel: dan
uakaf ihares lejhom. Chien il inignun jeu is-sajjed ta
Chemmuna, Bil uiekfa, mincbu poggut mal genb tal
bieb, liebes kalziet u sidrija mkattgha, bil kinis mxam-
wra fuk dirghajh, b’lehja tuila imkandfa, niéé isued u
ghainejn ta halliel, malli tarah chien ibezzghee. Il Isir
u it-tifel chienu ftit il boghod mid-dar iharsu mistgha-
gbin lejn il hames barranin. De Parisot ghamez lil Halif
u dan malajr tbighed mill'obrajn u mar ichellem lil Isir
tas-sajjed u lit-tifel; 'erbgha l'ohra fiimehien resku fejn
il mignun, hadulu b'ida u bdeu jithaddtu mieghu, ka-
lululi geu iduru daura Chemmuna. Uera li ferah
bihom, lakaghhom mill'ahjar li sata’ minnghajr ma
dahhalhom gewua u tahom il lsir tieghn biex idauua-
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rhom ma Chemwmuna. De Nasis u Bernard Ii skalli mar-
ru idura daura maz zéuglsiera, Hinma De Parisot ina
Toni, bin il Hachem, ghamlu ta bir-ruhhom ghajjenin
u bakghu mas-sajjed. Mita chienu uhudhom mieghu,
bdeu itarfulu xi haga fuk li chiecu riedu jicxfu. Il saj-
jed baka’ ihares ¢ass lejhom ; b'dac li uegibhom ma sa-
rux jafu ictar minn kabel. Toni tal Hichem, x’hin ra
li collox ¢hall xejn, kghedlu ftit imdahdah idu fuk
spaltu u kallu U'ghainejh ¢assi fuk uiécu:

— Habib, tafa lil Gorg Rioles ta Ghaudex u lil
habibu il lhudi Elia ?!

Is sajjed, ghall daun il cliem hece ¢ari, inhasad,
biddel leun uic¢éu, sar collu misfar, u kallu:

— Gor Rioles ! Elia il-thudi !

Ma daun il cliem, xehet ghainejh fl'art, kghad jah-
sibha; uara ftit, refaghhom, kabad b’id Toni, u kallu:

— Nista nitda fic 7... tahlef li iZzzomm wmohbi dac
li issir tAf minni?

— Ifda fija dac colluli trid u f'habibi il Cavalier
Ganni de Parisot. Nabilfu it-tnejn Ii jibka mohbi dace
li tghidilna.

Uara din il uveghda li izommu collox mohbi, kal-.
lhom fi ftit cliem, fatt ta delitt icrah, li bih saru jafu
dac li chienu jixtieku; imma min kicghed jakra ma
jistax jithmu kabel icun jaf huejjeg ohra, ghalhece
jinhtegilna nergghu ftit lura fli storia taghna.
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Chaudex kabel 11530

Ghaudex, ftit zmien kabel ma gara dac li ghidna
sa issa, chien,ma Malta u Skallia, tas-Sultan ta Spanja,
ighodd nies minn sitta sa tmien telef. Il cummerc ta
bejn il gzejjer taghna, u Skallia u Spanja chien cbir, u
ghalhece bosta familji minn dic il gzira u mino dac ir-
renju chienu geu jokghodu ghall collox f'pajjizna. Xi
nhud minnhom thailtu ma niesna,saru maltin u ghaud-
xin; ghalhece bejn ghaliex bosta familji tal gzira taghna
chienu ghanja mir-raba li chellhom, bejn ghaliex xi
familji skallin u spanjoli, milli geu jokghodu haun,
chienu jaghmluha tajjeb, chelna f'Ghaudex bosta
familji ghonja u nobbli, i illum x’uhud fosthom intem-
weu billi siefra jen chaliex uakghu taht il jasar tat-
Toroc; ohrajn, imbaghad, minn daun ftakru, jeu ghal-
linkas, billi chibru, tkassam il ghana taghhom u uasal
fix-xejn. Minn daun chienu il familji ghaudxin ta Ala-
gona, Mo npalau, Plataximone, Castelletti, Mannar, Mon-
tanies, De Nasis, Vella, Farrug, Caxavo, Rioles, u
bosta ohrajn i niltakghu maghhom fli storia taghna.

Il gzira t'Ghaudex, dac iz-zmien chellha I'Univer-
sita, jeu nghidu ahna, il gvern taghha, i ma chellu xejn
x’jaksam ma ta Malta, ghalchemm iz-Zeug gvernijiet
chienu dejjem jitiehmu flimehien, u mita chienu iridu
xi privilegg minn ghand is-Sultan ta Spanja, chienu
jitolbuh flimehien. Chelna il Cunsill, li ehien jinghazel
cull sena fix-xahar ta Auuissu, biex jehu hsieb ta li
spejjes tal gzira, jara x’jahtieg isir, iuassal lis-Sultan ta
Spanja il bzonnijet tal pajjiz permezz tal Ambaxxatuari,
jahseb ghall kmuh u huejjeg ohra ta I'ichel minn Skal-
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lia u isemmi.cliet persuni li jilhkilhom, biex;minnhom
is-Sultan jaghzel il Hachem. Dan chien bhal Cap u
Gvernatur tal gzira collha, Captan Gustizier li icun fuk
I'ohrajn f'cull causa tal Magistrati, u mill 1433 chien
Cép tal Milizia bl'isem ta Captan ta 'Armi; imma ma
chienx jista jaghmel ligijiet minghajr lerbgha Grati, li
daun chienu ucoll fli stess hin Imhallin. Il Héichem
ma chellu xejn x’jaksam max-xuieni ta fuk il -bahar:
Cap ta daun chien il Viei Armirall, maghzul mis-Sultan,
biex jakta ucoll il causi tal cursari u tal bahrin.
Is-stir tal Gran:Castell, dac iz-2mien, ma chienx
stramén bhalma hu illum; chien icbar u ahjar, u geuua
fih jigbor in-numru il ebir tan-nies tal gZira: ma chienx
icun ghani min ma icollux dar sabieha gcuua fih. Il
palazz tal Hachem, tal Gurati u tal Cuansill, il Korti ta
I'lInhallfin u tal Viei Armirall, cuartieri tas-suldati,
imhazen tal kmuh, il palazz tal Cappellan Maggur
Provicariu ta I'Iskof-ta Malta, il Cnisja ta I’Assunta,
I'icbar uahda fil gziva, il cnejjes Zghar ta S. Laurenz, ta
S. Nicola, tas-Salvatur u ta S. Guann Patista, il. mis-
rah il cbir ta kuddiem 1'Assunta, chienu collox flimn-
chien jaghmlu il Gran Castell, il Belt tal gzira, chif
ghadha tissejjah sallum, u chienet tista tilka fiha in-
nies collha tal gzira f'si migja ta 'ghedeuna. Barra mill
Castell, il enisja ta S. Gorg, ta S. Giacbu u ta S. Sa-
bina, maz-zeug Cunventita S. Uistin u S. Frangisc, bil
cnejjes zZghar taghhom, u ftit diar imxerrda I'haun u
I'hinn, chienu jifforwau ir-Rabat, uisk izghar milli hu
illum. Ir-rhulaimbaghad, ta maduarhom, chienu bosta,
imma ighoddu ftit uisk nies, ma chienux hlief ftit diar
krib xulzin b’xi enisja zghira f'nofshom; fi zmien il biza
tat-Toroe, chienu ighammru fihom bi-nhar biss, ghaliex



14

ma inzul ix-xemx chienet iddokk in-nafra til Castell
a cullhadd chien jingabar fih biex ma jigix misruk
ghall gharrieda bil-lejl. Ma dan ecollu, barra mill’
ktajja cbar ta sigar taz-zebbug, tal harrub u tal frott
irkick, li bihom il gzira chienet thaddar donnha gnien,
cont tilmah T'haun w Tl'hinn xi dar chira, imdaura
b’gonna mdakksin u sigar sbieh ta xi familja ghanja,
1i chien icollha, barra mill palazz ta geuva il Castell,
biex fiha tghaddi ix-xhur tas-sajf.

L’icbar u l'isbah dar minn daun ta barra mill Ca-
stell, chienet tinsab bejn ix-Xeuchia u ix-Xaghra,minn
naha mal lemin ahna u tilghin mill'Imgar ghar-Rabat,
fart imsejha ta HAmet, krib ir-rahal zghir ta S. Na-
nard, li illum ma baka’ minnu xejn. Din id-dar
chienet tissejjah id-dar ta Hawmet jeu inchella ta Man-
nar; u billi itabaghad sidha 1’1530 lahak Héachem tal
gzira, hadet ucoll I'isem ta Dar il Hachem.

I'xi siegha nhar, fil habta ta Mejju, ftit xhur ka-
bel ma beda I'Ordni ta S. Guann isaltan fuk il giejjer
taghna, chien niezel kassis mill Castell ghan naha
ta S. Nanard, biex jaghinel daura bhas-soltu, ghadda
minn dan ir-rahal zghir u baka’ sejjer ghall ta Hmet.
Dahal fi triek zghira kalb is-sigar taz-zebbug, ghadda
ghall geuua moghdija imdell'la b’eannezzati ta duieli u
tfaééa kuddiem bieb ta bitha li chellha kuddiemha pa-
lazz sabieh. Chelb ebir ta Barbaria, marbut max-xatba
D'catina tal hadid, ghall’enuel hoss li sama’ tal mixi;
beda jimbah jinbah ; izda, malli tfaéca fuku il kassis,
beda iferfer denbu, jakbez mieghu u jifrah bib. Fil
uakt, resak fuku il-lsir tore, sellimlu u kallu !

— Dun Nieol, merbha bie; chemm ili ma narac!...
Smajt li cont marid !



— Iva, Ahmed, ina issa m’hiniex hazin.

— Allah roddloc sahtee !

-— Minn hidun bhallissa fil palazz ? Jakau hargu
siedec u niesn ?

— Sidi Mannar ghadu haun; marta u binthom
Lisa, hargu iduru. Ghaddi geuua, Dun Nicol.

— Kabel nidhol xejn, Ahmed, ghandi xi nghidlee.
Tlett ijiem ilu, mita sidec baghtec b’ittra fil Castell
ghand ta Platamun, ma ukaft u ma ghaddejt imchien?

— Imchien! uiegeb il-lsir brasu merfuha biex
ma jurix il biza li giebulu daun il cliem.

— Tghidli imchien ? Malli brixt minn ghand ta
Platamun u iluejt il cantuniera tal fosvs, ma sibtx
jistenniec lil Thudi Elia ? ma ghaddejtx mieghu mit-
triek ta S. Laurenz ? ma thaldx mieghu fid-dar ta li
spanjol Rioles? Ahmed, kieghed tilghab rasec ! Ftacar
fil ueghda li ghamillee sidee !

Ahmed, ghall daun il cliem, sehed, beda jitrighed,
uma sabx cliem biex iniegbu. Dun Nicol telku biex
Jibka diehel geuua il palazz; il-lsir dar Jejh bil hniena
u talbu:

— Dun Nicol, ghall’Allah! la titniffix ma sidi
fuk dan !

~— Naghmel dac li jihhtieg ! uiegbu il kassis.

It-Tore, irrabiat, beda ighiddem f'idejh u kal
minn taht il-lsienu daun il cliem :—Ja chelb ta nisrani!
nahsbu ghalic ma l'ohrajn f’kasir Zmien !

Dan il kassis, Dun Nicol Castelletti, chien il Cap-
pillan Maggur u Provigariu ta I'[skof ta Malta ghall
giira taghna. Chien ghani u nobbli; missieru, Ganni
Castelletti, minn Paliermu gié jokghod Ghaudex u
izzeuued lil'Imperia, bint in-nobbli Indria Navarra.
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Maz-zmien, ghall biza tat-Toroe, daun iz-zeug familji
marru jokgholu Malta. Daun chienu hbieb tal kalb
ma ta Mannar u lietar fosthom Dun Nicol. Dan, malli
halla lil Isir, baka diehel fil palazz, tala’ it-tarag, ghad-
da minn logga u dahal feamra fejn sab lil habibu In-
dria Mannar. Uara: It ferhu: b’xalgin, Dun Nicol
chelmu fuk il-lsiv Aimed, fuk il-lhudi Elia u fuk il
famrilja spanjola ta Rioles.

.=+ Hemm bzonn, ‘kdl Dun Nicol, intajruhom il
barra mill- gizira taghna lil daun ta Rioles: il missier
Gacbu, minn xi huejjeg mohbija li exift, hua habib ma’
bosta Toroe ghedeuua taghna, li sueulu ta ghajnuna
fi Spanja u fi Skallia ghall bosta delitti tieghu. Ibnu
Gorg, nghidlee 1i hu uisk ghaghar minnu ; il Thudi, li
ghandhom maghhom, Elia, ghaghir minn daue i sallbu
lil Cristu; Ahmed, il-lsir tieghee, digad hu mixtri min-
nhom, ghalhece hemm bzonn li nahsbuha tajjeb !

— Iida, chif naghmlu biex nehilsu minnhom ?

— Inti, bhala Gurat, tista titchellem fil Cunsill;
PauluwiNavarra, iz-ziu tieghi, icun mieghec; uijece ma
jirnixxiliex issa, f’Auuissu, fil Cunsill il gdid, nahseb li
teun int il HAdchem, ghax cullhadd Llec irid, u is-Sultan
ihobboe: u teun tista tehles minnhom minnufih; -

— Iida, jena ma nahsibx f'ta Rioles ' tant hazin ;
juru li ihobbuni; Gorg talabnili inzeuugu lil binti Lisa.

— Il kuddiem teun taf b'eollox, u nurie ucoll il
fehma hazina ta Gorg Rioles; ghall’issa kis li Ahmed
ma jitchellem katt maghhom. u mal lhudi. Ma nistax
nghidlee izjed ghaliex martee u bintec tilghin it-tarag,
u ma irridx inbezzaghhom hi cliemi.

— Bi cliemee uettaktni fi hsieb iehor, Dun Ni-
col ; nergghu nithaddtu fuk dan mill'ietar fis.
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IV.

Ta Mannir

Il fawilja, li rajna lil kassis Dun Nicol dichel
ghandha, chienet mill cbarat, ghanja u mahbuba uisk
min-nies tal gzira collha. Fl'antic chienet tissejjah ta
Almanar, imbaghad tbiddlet f Mannar, u illum, daue
li gejjin minnha igibu il cunjom ta Mannara. Bosta
mhallfin u gurati chienu minnha fil gzira, sachemimn
Indria, li diga semmejna, uara li lahak gurat u im-
hallef, uasal sa I'ghola grad ta Héachem, li chien dac
iz-zmien il Cap tal giira collha. Dan minn tfulitu gié
mibghut min-niesu biex jitghallem f’Paliermu, mnejn
gié avucat u fil milizia imlahhak fil grad ta captan.
Malli ingabar Ghaudex ma niesu, ghamel habib ma ta
Platamun, nies xejn inkas ghanja minnu. Fost 1'oh-
rajn, Cianciu Platainun u martu Lisa habbeuh bhall
binhom ghall ghakal, dehen u tiubija tieghu;u din
il hbeberija ghaddiet tant il kuddiem li zeuguh lil
binthom Margarit, xebba li daks chemm chienet
helua u sabieha, dakshecc iehor chienet siecta, migbura
utajba. Indri kala’ minn ghand nies martu, barra minn
bosta raba, razzett fit-triek tax-Xlendi u dar f'Im-
dina, dar ohra cbira fil Castell malli nghaddu mill
mina ta Sant’Anna, imghammra b'dac collu li tahtieg,
u f'din mar jokghod ma martu; missieru tah ucoll
bicéa mill kasam u il palazz ta Hamet bil gonna
ta maduaru. Chif Indrl inhabb tant ma ta Platamun
ghall ghaklu u tiubitu, heee ucoll martu Margarita,
bl'imgieba tajba taghha inhabbet tant min-nies Zeugha,
li daun li bdeu jistmauha icbar milli chiecu chienet
binthom. Uara dan it-tieg, ta Platamun u ta Mannar

2
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tant resku lejn xulxin, li cont tista issejhilhom familja
uahda. Mahbubin mill poplu collu ghall hniena cbira
taghbom, il gvern tal gzira spiss f'idejhom, migubin
mis-sultan ta Spanja u mill vicire ta Skallia, hbieb tal
kalb mal cbardt ta Malta, chienu ghall collox bla
hemm u bla nichet ; imma fid-dinja hadd ma hu hieni
ghall colloz, hadd minn ghajr slaleb, u drabi it-tajbin
mahkurin ictar u imsallbin u imnicctin mill’ohrajn.
QGeuua sena, lil Margarit mitQlha missierha u ommbha,
Cianciu u Lisa ; ftit snin vara, huha, Toni Platamun,
Captan ta fuk il bahar, f'takbida mat-Toroe, gié feruat,
uaka il Isir u haduh I'Argiel taht idejn 'ahua Barba-
rossa, Arah u Hajreddin, li ma riedu jerhuh katt
ghall ebda somma ta flis li riedu ituhom. Uara ftit
taz-zmien, Ninu, missier Zeugha, chien sejjer Malta ma
ibnu Cola biex ighaddi erbat ijiem I'Imdina ghand il
Conti de Guevara, Castellan ta Malta; x’hin chienu
bejn Chemmuna u il Marfa jarau xprunara torca fuk-
hom, intraccat id-dghajsa taghhom, ghamluhowm lsiera u
haduhom Girba. Dan il hemmn collu 1i uaka t'kasir
zmien fuk il tfamilja ta Mannar u ta Platamun, mela
b’hasra cbira lin-nies tal gzira collha u lil hbieb 1i
chellhom Malta, u xi hadd, li mohhu chien jilhaklu
seuua, beda jahseb u ighid li il htija ta dan in-
nichet eollu chienu xi ghedeuua li chellhom f'Ghau-
dex stess daun iz-Zeug familji, u malajr xterdet kalb
il poplu din ix-zxnigha. Imma min setghu icunu daun
il ghedeuua jece chienu mahbubin minn cullhadd, jece
dejjem ghamlu il gid, tant mal pajsani, chemm mal
barranin ? Din chienet il mistoksija, 1i hadd ma chien
Jaghraf iuiegeb seuua ghaliha.
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Dun Nicol hauuad bizzejjed b'mohhu, b’ghaklu u
b’hiltu collha biex jakbad xi tarf, imma ma uasal
f'xejn: biss gharaf li chellhom ghedeuua fil pajjiz; u
kabad jithasseb li ta Rioles, ghallchemm c¢hienu jidhru
hbieb tal kalb ma ta Mannar, ma chellhomx idejhom
indafa ghall collox minn dac collu 1i chien gara; imma
chien jinhtieglu iZomm il-lsienu, ghalhece rajnieh jit-
haddet b’dac il mod ma Ahmed, il-lsir ta Mannar, u
iniddeb mill gdid lil dan biex ma ihallix il-lsir tieghu
jitchellem ma ta Rioles u mal-lhudili maghhom.

F'dan iz-Zmien li fih ta Mannar ghaddeu minn
tant hsara, hemm u slaleb, chellhom ucoll fli stess hin
biex ifarrgu kalbhom. Alla bierec iz-Zuieg ta Indri
ma Margarit b’bosta ulied. L'euuel tifel 1i chellhom,
semmeuh Ninu ghall missier Indri u it-tifla li giet
urajh sejhulha Lisa ghall nannitha, omm Margarit.
Uara daun iz-Zeug ulied, chelihom ohrajn li mietulhom
fi¢-éochon tughhom, u Margarit damet imbaghad
maduar it-tminn snin ma icollha ulied, sachemm reg-
ghet chellha tifel iehor, li semmeuh Guseppi.

Billi dac if-zmien fil giejjer taghna m’hux ghal-
chemm issib min ighallem lit-tfal, ghaliex barra minn
xi kassis li iharrighom fil kari u il chitba tal latin,
taljan u spanjol, ma contx issib lil haddiehor li imex-
xihom izjed il kuddiem; chien jinhtieg li il missier,
biex jissocta ighallem lil- uliedu, jibghathom barra fi
Skallia, fI'Italia jeu fi Spanja. Dun Nicol, bhala ha-
bib tal kalb ma ta Mannér, ha hsieb biex ighallem
lil uliedhom miz-zoghor taghhom u imxeu tajjeb taht
idejh Ciccu u Lisa, tant fil huejjeg ta li scola, chemm
fit-taghlim nisrani; imma mita it-tifel lahak is-sittax
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il sena, missieru haseb biex jibghatu Paliermu, fejn
chien mar jitghallem hu fi tfulitu. Izda il migja tat-
Toroc mall Baxa Sinan fil gzira taghna, is-serka ta
Imperia, it-takbida li saret maghhom in-naha ta
I'Imgar, nehheulu lil Indri il hsieb li chellu fuk ibnuy;
sachemm xi sena uara, mita ketghu ghall collox il
ghedeuua mill bahar taghna, rega beda isiefer xi
birgantin, sata’ il m'ssier icompli il hsieb tieghu.

Margarit thassret uisk lil binha, bakghet sicuit
isemmih u tibchih. Nannuh Ninu, li chien ihobbu
ictar minn ibnu stess, fil hin li ghanku kabel ma telak,
kallu bid-dmugh f'ghainejh li actarx ma jarah izjed ; u
tasseu ma ghaddietx sena li ma uakax il-Isir ma ibnu
Cola. Izda lictar li hasset din il firda, chienet Lisa,
ohtu; imrobbijin dejjem flimehien, chienet thobbu
fuk li thobbu, mieghu chienet tiftah kalbha minn
ghajr ma thallilu ebda haga mohbija: urietu minn
zmien kabel il biza li chellha b’kalbha, minn xi ghajdut
li chienet semghet ta xi ghedeuua li chellha il familja
taghhom, il ghozza li fiha chienet izZomm lil habibu,
iz-zaghzuh captan Toni de Nasis, ghall ghakal u tiubija
li bihom chienet tarah imzejjen, urietu li din li
mhabba giebet mibgheda bejn il captan u Gorg Rioles,
u chif dan, 1i ma chienitx tista tarah ghall hzunitu,
bosta drabi heddidha fil palazz taghhom stess li ghad
icollha biex taghli. Ninu fettex dejjem li itajjrilha
minn mohha daun il hsebijiet ta biza, imma hi dejjem
bakghet husbiena ; u kabel ma infirdu minn xulxin,
sejhitlu feamritha u kaltlu :

— Nin, int sejjer issiefer... Minn Paliermu, min
Jaf ghadx tigi kabel sebgha jeu tminn snin; min jaf
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f'dan iz-zmien collu x’jigri minni!...mill hazin,il hazin
stenna !... dac li gara lil Imperia ta Fernand, ibezzaghni
u ichexchixni!...

— Lis, x'inti tghid ?2... Ghaliex dan il biza collu !
Tibza jakau minn ta Rioles ? Habibi de Nasis ikeghdu
tajjeb; Dun Nicol jaf b'eollox, xejn la tibia; hu
ueghidni li f’kasir zmien ibeghdu mill gzira.

— Il hazin, Nin, ma issiblux: tarfu; imbaghad li
Spanjoli ghandhom rih cbir f'pajjizna. Izda ma irridx
inhallic issiefer imdejjak minfhabba fija. Nitolboc biss
li tiftacar fija, ictibli Ja ’"ddumx, katt la tinsa lil ohtoc,
ghaliex hi ma tinsiec katt fit-talb taghha. Fuki,
Nin, xejn la tahseb; nittama f’Alla u £'Sidtna Maria,
li dac collu li jista ighaddi minn ghalija, ingarrbu bil
kauua ta nisranija, u ntic chelma li Lisa, bint ta Man-
ndr, teun taghraf thares il gih taghha bla ma tibka
mirbuha !

— Offja ghalic, ohti Lisa! kallha huha fil hin li
ghannakha u taha l'ahhar beusa fuk gbinha.

Daun chienu I'ahhar cliem bejn iz-zeugt ahua ta
Mannar kabel ma infirdu minn xulxin, li bihom Ninu
gharaf li ohtu chienet taAf b’xi haga li ma uriethelux
biex ma thallihx isiefer b’kalbu ittaktak; izda collu
uiehed, hu halla il gzira collu bezghan minn xi deni li
sata’ jaka’ fuk ohtu u fuk niesu. Bin ta Mannar ma
marx imkarrak fil biza tieghu.
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Lakgha f'dar Rioles

Chienet lejla fil chiesah tax-xitua millictar co-
roh, ix-xita niezla bil kliel, il berak ilehh uahda
f'uahda, l'ajru chien donnu mixghul, raghad u sajjetti
bla ma jektghu xejn, rih lictar kauui ivenven b'mod
li chien donnu irid jakla mill art is-sigar u igarraf id-
diar. Maduar il hdax ta bil-lejl, uiehed ragel imcheffen
geuua cabozza tat-Toroe, nizel mir-Rabat ghat-Tigrija;
ma nofs it-triek, sdb iehor jistennieh mistohbi go
camra ta ddr kadima u nosfha mgarrfa; kalu chelm-
tejn bejniethom u issoctau jimxu b'ghagla cbira.
Halleu uarajhomn S. Nanard u ta Hamet, u x’hin uaslu
f'nofs it-triek ta 'ImgaAr, krib S. Bartilmeu, ilueu fi
triek dejka max-xellug, sabu malajr kuddiemhom dér
cbira mdauura bi gnien, habtu tliet tahbitiet u uara ftit
infetah il bieb u dahlu geuua:

— Uh, chif sirna ghasra! x’inzertajniha uccll !...
kél uiehed minnhom malli dahlu. M’hiniex imhallas ta
din it-triek b'ghoxrin gorda ta Spanja !...

— Tibza xejn, Elia; jece collox jirnexxilec seuua,
tithallas tajjeb minn ta Rioles! kallu dac li fethilhom.
U int, Ahmed, issocta ighid lil ichor, tehles mill jasar
tieghee; ghandhom jibaghtue Tripli pajjizec jecc ingi-
buha zeug.

Bakghu dehlin il geuuna, telghu tarag zghir u
dahla feamra cbira, imuarba. F’din il camra chienu
jistenneu l'it-tnejn li dahlu, Gorg Rioles, sid id-dér u
uiehed jismu Lippu, li chien malti, mrobbi Girba kalb
it-Toroe, fejn chien uaka lsir ma missiern minn éeu-
nitu. Dan chellu is-sengha ta sajjed; ghadda tfulitu u
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bi¢éa mill guventur tieghu f'dic il belt kalb il ghe-
deuua ta I'insara, sar bhalhom u ghaghlr minnhom;
uara ftit zmien li gie f'Ghaudex, ha sehem fid-delitti
tal familja ta Rioles. Mdorri f'delitti cbar, kalbu sa-
ret ghaghdr minn ta tigra; habib mat-Toroe hallilin
ta fuk il bahar, bosta drabi ta’ maghhom is-salt fuk xi
xprunara jeu xi birgantin ta 'insara u kasam magh-
hom is-sehem tal priza. Mxabba minn dil hajja hece
hazina, gié biex jokghod Malta,imma mbazza li hemm
jigi maghruf minn xi Maltin u Skallin li chienu jafuh
tajjeb, gi¢ f’'Ghaudex bil hsieb li ibiddel hajtu. Imma
iltaka haun malajr ma Gorg Rioles, minn zmien hbieb
ta li stess katgha, u dan dauuru minnufih biex itih
dakka ta id fin-nassa ta delitti li chien kieghed jinseg.
Fuk hece li insubuh mieghu fid-dar li tiha dahlu
il-lhudi Elia u it tore Ahmed, il-lsir ta MannAr.

Malli daun it-tnejn sabu ruiehhom kuoddiem
daue li chienu jistenneuhom, Gorg Rioles kam bil
uiekfa, resak lejn il-lsic ta Mannar, hadlu bidu u
kallu :

— Uasaltu fl'ahhar, Ahmed... Nahseb li batejtu
f'daun ir-roiefen collha li kamu il-lejla! La tibzghu
xejn; battlu dan il flixcun imbit ta Spanja li haun fuk
il mejda, halli ittajru ftit il bard li ghandcom fukcom.

F’chemm ilhi nsemmi, il flixecun chienu beecbkuh, u
minnufih kaghdu bil kgheda biex jistriehu. Ta Rioles
ghamez lil habibu Lippu, u dan resak fejn Ahmed
u kallu:

— Ahmed, ahlef bil cbir Profeta Maumettu, li
tghid is-seuua f'dac collu li nistaksue u li inti tagh-
mel dac collu li neghdulec !
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— Maumettu jishitni jecc jiena nahbi xi haga !...

— Ismaghni,immela, Ahmed,kabez ighidlu ta Rio-
les. Ghaddeu digia chemm il sena, chif inti taf, 1i ilhi
nithabat biex nakla b’gharusa tieghi lil Lisa ta Man-
nar, siedec. Gidhom, m’hux Je hi, serakli kalbi ! Cont
bil hsieb, li chiecu irnixxieli nizzeunizha,li nehles maiz-
zmien minn hutha biex nista nired collox, u imbaghad
cont nehles ucoll minnha. Ahmed, int chiecu cont
tehles mill jasar u tmur ghand niesec. Cont nahseb
li, uara il maura ta huha Ninu {’Paliermu, nirranga
collox; imma dahal fin-nofs dac il chelb ta captan, Toni
de Nasis, bexchilli collox. Lil dan, jiena nobghodu u
ilhi nistad il kerda tieghu. Ahmed, katt smajtu isem-
mini ma ta Mannir mill’'ahhar darba liiltkajna fhuan?

— Smajtu. Ftit granet ilu gi¢ ghandhom fil palazz
tal Castell ma Dun Nicol ta Castelletti, bakghu dehlin
tis-sala fejn barra sidi, u martu u bintu Lisa, chien
hemm ix-xih, missier Indri, u ibnu Cola. Kghadt nis-
samma. Chiecu taf il hAma li kalghu fuk missierec
u fukee, dac Toni de Nasis u Cola ta Mannar!...
Jafu hajtec collha ; b’dac li ghamilt fi Spanja, fi Skal-
lia, f Tunes u fi Tripli; kalu li intom hbieb ta I'ghe-
deuua ta li nsara, ta Kara Mustafd, ta Kara Laim, ta
Najdin Karaman u tal Baxa Sinan.

— Is-sahta fukhom collha ! kabez ta Rioles ir-
rabiat. De Nasis ma idumx haj ! u Lisa, li minfhabba
fiha dhalt f'din in-nassa collha, jecc naf li itajjruli rasi,
intemmilha bajjitha fil jasar 1:.. Nabhlef li nekridhom
eollha mill bidu sa I'ahhar !.. '

— Jeu ]ekerduc huma, kal il-lhudi Elia, jecc ma
naraux x’naghmlu’ mill’ lctar 51 3 s

i
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— (torg, isma minni, kabez ighid Lippu is-sajjed.
Imbeuugu minn haun;icun ahjar ghalina. Sejjrin nid-
hlu f'nassa cbira u ma nafx chif nohorgu minnha!

— Lip, la taktax jesee ! Ghall collox hsibt: it-
Toroc hbieb taghna u huma kauuija; Chemmuna
tisuielna bizzejjed ghall hsieb ta mohhi!... Bakaghlec
x’tghidli, Ahmed ?

— Bakaghli inghidlec li tahbat hazin jecc ma
tekridx kabel lil Dun Nicol; gejj u sejjer ghand ta
Mannar, mohhu biss fil kerda tieghec.

— Ghall Dun Nicol diga hsibt chif ghidtlec xi
darb’ohra; ma idumx jaraha I'art ta Ghaudex. L'ohrajn
nekirduhom collha !

Uara ftit, Ahmed u Elia hargu il barra u irheulha
lejn id-dar ta Hamet. Ta Rioles ma Lippu bakghu
Jiftehmu fuk il mod li bih ghandhom itemmu id-delitti
taghhom.

VL
Venditta

Fiz-zmien li vasalna fih fli storia taghna, saret
takliba fil gvern ta pajjizna. L’Ordni tal Cavalieri ta
S. (Gtuann, uara li tilfu mat-Toroe il gzira ta Rodes,
ghaddeu chemm il sena jiggireu ifittxu li jakelghu xi
belt li tcun tisuielhom biex jistghu jiccumbattu ma
I'ghedeuua ta I'insara, sachemm kalghu bil ghajnuna
tal Papa minn ghand I'Imperatur ta Spanja il giejjer
ta Malta u Ghaudex. Maltin" u Ghaudxin, malli sem-
ghu'din I'ahbar, ghall’euuel rauha haga ta” hsara cbira
taghhom, billi tant' drabi thabtu u hargu flushom biex
jifdu daun il gzejjér mill hacma tu ‘foin chien ighac-

ALl fadkt )



26 2

chishom u jahkarhom; bezghu ghalhece li sejrin jakghu
fli chienu; imma imbaghad middeu ghonkhom mita
£Grunju ta 1’1530 geu minn Serkuza, fejn chien jinsab
is-Sultan Villiers Isleadam, il Pureratori ta 1'Ordni,
minnu mibghutin sabiex jaghmlu il cuntratt tal mogh-
tija ta Malta lil Ordni taghhom, u il Cavalieri kaghdu
ghall dauc il pattijiet il talbu il Maltin, ghallchemm
uara il meut tas-Sultan li seramejna inchisru f’kasir
zmien. Fit-22 ta (tunju ta li stess sena geu minn Malta
fil gzira taghna biex jaghmlu li stess cuntratt il Pur-
craturi ta 'Ordni Fra Ugone de Coupons, General tax-
xuieni, u il Balliu Fra Guanni Bonifaziu mal Cum-
missarji La Rosa u Paternd. Hadu imbaghad iz-zeug
cuntratti ta Malta u Ghaudex Serkuza biex icunu
iffirmati minn Isleadam, u hadu maghhom bhala Am-
baxxaturi taz-zeug giejjer il Gurati Paulu de Nasis u
Ganni Calava ma Ciceu Platamun u Pietru Mannar.
Hames xhur uara, is-Sultan Isleadam bil Cbarat collha
ta 'Ordni u Cavalieri fuk ix-xuieni taghhom dahlu fil
port ta Malta, geu milkughin b'ferh ebir; u fit-tlittax
ta Novembru saret id-dahla fil belt ta'Imdina u ngha-
ta il gurament lis-Sultan li icompli dac collu li uighed.
Sar General tax-xuieni il Ballia Salviati, nepputi tal
Papa Chelment VII, u I'enuel darba li beda il emand
tieghu chien mita gieb fil gzira taghna lis-Sultan Isle-
adam biex jehu pussess, bhall ina chien hadu f’Malta.
Tliet xhur kabel, f’Auissu li chien ghadda, chien lahak
Hichem ta Ghaudex il Gurat Indri Mannar, ghalhece
lil dan messitu ix-xorti li jilka fil palazz tieghu
tal Castell lis-Sultan bil Cbarat collha li chellu mie-
ghu. Ghamel chemm sata il Hachem mal Grarati, u il
Cbarat u man-nies collha tal giira, sabiex jilka u igib
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ruhu will’ahjar i jista mas-Sultan, u dan hareg cuntent
xejn inkas mill lakgha li chienu ghamlulu f'Imdina.
Fost il Cavalieri li chellu mieghu is-Sultan,chien jinsib
uiehed guvni, kalbieni mill’actar, tuajjeb, ghani minn
daru u ta ghakal li chien juri li ghad jisuielu il kud-
diem lil Ordoi ta S. Gtuann u fuk hecc chien mahbub
uisk mill capijiet ta 'Ordni; dan chien il Cavalier
Granni De Parisot La Vallette. Dan, ma l'euuel darba li
iltaka’ mal captan Toni de Nasis fil palazz tal Ha-
chem fil Castell, ghamlu hbieb tant iili jumein uara
insibuhom flimehien €l palazz ta Mannar f'ta Hamet
fejn marru ighaddu gurnata flimchien ma li stess Ha-
chem. Gorg Rioles gharaf bi hzunitu jindehez magh-
hom, juri mbabba lejn il cavalier La Vallette; imma
dan, li diga chien sama’ xi haga fuku mill captan de
Nasis, ma tahx uic¢, anzi tant ma kabel xejn mieghu,
li niddeb lill Hachem biex, jece icun jista, jehles minnu
malajr u ibeuugu mill gzira. Ta Riolesli chien jilhaklu
bizzejjed, xamm xi haga minn daun il cliem, ghalhecc
bejjet f'kalbu lil cavalier ma I'ghedeuua I'ohra li chel-
lu. Is-Sultan Isleadam sr jAf minn La Vallette daun
il huejjeg collha; u ghalhece, kabel ma méar lejn Malta,
uara li ta xi ordni sabiex iseuuhu is-siir tal Castell
u it-torrijiet ta li xtat, uiddeb lill Hachem minn taht
sabiex ifittex jehles minn ta Rioles, mil-Lhudi tagh-
hom Elia u minn habibhom Lippu.

Chien ghadu ma ghaddiex xahar fuk il migja
tas-Sultan fil gzira taghna, wita ta Rioles, il missier
u liben Gorg, il-lhudi taghhom u Lippu habibhom
geu mill Hachem itturrufnati mill giejjer taghna,
minfhabba il hbeberija li chellhom ma xi ghedeuua ta
l'insara.
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F’dan iz-zmien collu, Lisa bint il Hachem chellha
biex teun ferhana ; missierha, chif ghidna, imlahhak
Héchem, cAp tal gizira collha, mahbub mill cbarit,
mill cavalieri u mis-Sultan; huha chitbilhom li sejjer
tajjeb f'Paliermu, ghadda mill’euuel esamijizt u beda
jitghallem ghall’avucat bit-tama li sa erbgha snin ohra
icun ma niesu ; 'ghedeuua ta Rioles mal hbieb tagh-
hom, boghod mill gzira; Toni de Nasis ihobbha bi
mhabha Dictar ¢bira u diga talabha b’gharusa tieghu
lil missierha u 'ommha; donnn xejn izjed ma chien
jonkosha sabiex tcun henja; imma b'dana collu ma
chienitx mohha mistrieh ; imdorrija fil hemm u fil biza
minn tant sain, chienet donnha ma tistax issib is-sabar
tal kalb taghha, kalbha bakghet dejjem thabbatha u
tehbirha minn xi deni li jista bla hsieb jaka’ fukha.
Chienet jakau bezaghna minn xi haga, jeu ghadda xi
cliem minn ghala uidnejjha Ii chien iZommha fid-duej-
jak? Ma nafuhx ; lil niesha katt ma uriethom b’zejn,
uisk inkas lill captan gharus taghha: chien forsi jaf biss
xi haga Dun Nicol, ghaliex lil dan ma chienet izzom-
lu ebda haga mohbija u collox chienet taghmel bil
parir tieghu, imma dan mistoksi mn’ommha Margarit
u mill Hichem missierha, katt ma ‘wera li jof b’xejn.

Gurnata' fost U'ohrajn, missierha ghamel il hsieb
li isaksi lilha stess x’hin} il htija tad-duejjuk taghha.
Chienet fid-dar ta HAmet, Lisa chienet fil gnien ue-
hida, bilkeghda ghad-dell tal canezzata, b’idha fuk
mohha, tahseb: x’hin’ raha missierha, resak feJnha u
beda jistaksiha :

 — Lis, binti, x'inhu dan tieghee, dejjem kalbec

seuda, 1mdeJJka mmghaJr hadd ma jaf minn'na il
ghaliex 7"
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— Emminni, missier, li ghalchemm jiena stess naf
b’dan, insaksi spiss lili in-nifsi u ma nafx iuiegeb il
ghaliex. Donni tuelidt m’hux ghall haga ohra hlief
ghall hemm, ghad-duaejjak...

— Binti, ghaliex ma tridx turini il hsieb li idej-
kee? kabez missierha, bla ma halliha tissocta titchellem.
Jecc m’hux ghall kalbee il captan Toni de Nasis, u
ghalece inti mdejka, tchellem ; jiena ma irrid naghmel
xejn contra kalbec... '

— Missier m’hux dan le 1i idejjukni, uegbitu fil
hin 1li beda jakbez id-dmugh minn ghainejha. F’de Nasis
ma ghandi x’inghid xejn. Joghgobni, ghaliex narah ta
drauuiet tajba ahjar minni, ghall ghakal u dehen cbir,
kalbieni u captan mill'ahjar. Imma kalbi tehbirni li
jiena ma incunx ghall'issa f’sicti. Coll mita incun ghar-
cubtejja nitlob kuddiem Sidtna Maria, inhossha thab-
barni bhemm u slaleb 1li ghad jigu fuki u nhossha.
tkauuili kalbi biex nobodhom bil kauua ta nisranija.
Missier, jiena haun jiena ghall dac collu li jista jigi
fuki; emminni, id-duejjak tieghi huma biss ghall biza
li jaka’ fuki mita nahseb 1i min jaf jece li mhabba li
thobbuni ghad tisuielcom hemm u nichet ! ..

— Lis, x’tahseb 1i ghad ighaddi minn ghalie, jece
I'ghedeuna li chellna fil gzira, hlisna minnhom ?

— Issaksini xejn izjed, ghax ma nafx x’nibda in-
ghidlec. Xi drabi, mita... Iida gejja ommi bi¢-échej-
chen Guseppi fuk drieghha... Nithadtu fuk huejjeg
ohra biex ma innictulhiex kalbha.

Margarit, li chienet rieska fejnhom bi¢-échejchen
Gruseppi fuk drieghha, tarbija ta xi erbatax il xahar,
ntebhet 1i malli rauha biddlu il cliem taghhom u
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ghad-dmugh li rat f'ghainejn Lisa, ittendict fukhiex
chienu jithudtu; imma, ghamlet ta bir-ruhha ma ghar-
fet xejn biex ma teattarx id-dieka ta bintha.

Gheluk it-tmint ijiem fuk daun il cliem li ghidna,
il Hichem mar Malta mistieden mis-Sultan Icleadam
ghall festa li saret il Birgu ta ringraziament I’Alla li
I'Ordni kala’ daun il gzejjer inis-Sultan ta Spanja.
Lisa u ommha Margarit bakghu fid-dar ta Hamet
b’zeug sefturi u bil-Isir Abmed waghhom. I ghada fil-
ghodu, sbieh il Hadd,il captan Toni de Nasis ma habibu
Ciccu Platamun, hu Margarit, nizlu mill Castell ghad-
dér tal Hichem biex izuru il familja tieghu. Mat-triek,
x’hin scorreu lil S. Nanard, iltakghu ma bdieua tilghin
minn naha ta Ghajn-Sielem ghar-Rabat u semghu
minnhom li rau mejjet geuua ghalka, imgharar f’dem-
mu, krib it-triek li tiehu ghall'Tmgéar ix-Xini, lil Censu
ta i Skalli, uiehed mis-sefturi ta Mannar. It-tnejn in-
katghu b'din l'ahbar ghall tant hsebijet li habtu fuk-
hom, bdeu ighagglu lejn id-dir ta Himet biex jarau
chif inhi din il bi¢éa. Isibu il bieb tad-dar miftuh
berah, is-seftur I'iehor mixhut ghall tulu f'art f'nofs il
bitha bil chelb fejnu feruti f'chemm il banda, mejtin
Ait-tnejn. Bhall miblughin, dahlu jigru fid-dar, ighajjtu
lil Marygarit, lill Lisa u lill Ahmed, izda collimchien
schiet, hadd ma uegibhom. Bakghu bhall imbicemin,
iharsu lejn xulxin bla ma jafu x’sejjrin jibdeu jaghmlu.

— Din venditta!... kal il captan de Nasis.

— U w’hix zghira!... uiegbu Ciccu Platamun.
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AN
Tiftiz ghall xzejn

Haun il-lejl, kabel ma gara’ dan il ktil li sem-
mejna, nhar ta Sibt, Dun Nicol Castelletti; "x’1l hamsa
ta uara nofs-inhar, chien hareg unahdu mill Castell,
nizel lejn il gnien tal Lunziata bies jaghmel daura, u
baka’ sejjer lejn it-triek tax-Xlendi biex jibka miexi
lejn ta Sannat. Missieru Ganni, x’hin ra li beda
jidlam u ghadu ma giex, beda jahseb fuku; imma billi
ibnu chien xi drabi ighaddi il-lejl barra mill Castell,
f'dar i chellhom fejn il Ghajn il Cbira, fehem 1i baka’
hemm u ma haseb fih izjed xeju sa filghodu. Imma
x'bin il ghada, nhar il Hadd, mas-sebh ma deherx la
fid-dar u inkas fil enisja, missieru tah bhall ferh ta genn
u baghad malajr seftur biex jara hux fid-dar ta Ghajn
il Cbira. Is-seftur ma sabux, staksa ghalih lil bosta
hbieb, hadd ma kal li rah izjed minn filghaxija ; tala’
ghalece lejn il Castell eollu husbien. L’ahbar malajr
xterdet fil Castell u fir-Rabat, li nakas il Provigariu
ta 1'Iskof, Dun Nicol; bdeu ifittxuh 1’haun u 'hinn;
hasbu li min jaf marx fid-dar ta Himet ghand ta Man-
nér, u ghalhece erbgha minn tad-Dejma, uiehed min-
nhom capural, irheulha ’hemm. Bejn ta S. Nanard u
ta Hamet jarau gejjin kuddiemhom Wghagla cbira lil
de Nasis u ta Platamun ; ghall'euuel hasbu li gejjin
jatuhom I'ahbar 1i sabu lil Dun Nicol; imma, x’hin
korbu seuua, gharfu mis-sfurija ta ui¢céhom u mill biza
li chellu fukhom, li sejjrin jatuhom xi ahbar hazina.
Iz-zeug hbieb xejn ma chienu ghadhom semghu fuk il
bi¢éa ta Dun Nicol, chif I'erbgha tad-Dejma ma set-
ghux inkas jobsru dac li gara fid-dar tal Hachem. De
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Nasis, malli korob seuua lejn tad-Dejma, chien pront
ighidilhom :

— Smajtu billi gara’? Kbadtu xi tarf ?...

— Smajna, oh x’'uahdadin ! kabez il capural; fit-
tixna cullimchien, hsibna li forsi jinsdb ghana ta Man-
nar u connma sejjrin ifittxuh hemm. Intom gejjin
minn hemm... tafu tghidulna hux ghandhom ?

— Min ? uiegbu ta Platamun. Fuk min kieghed
tithaddet ? ma nista nithem xejn.

— Min?...Dun Nicol! Mela ma tafux x’gara’ ? Jaf
collhadd u intom ghandcom ma smajtux! uiegibhom
uiehed mill’erbzha tad-Dejma collu mistghageb.

— Tajba din ? kal de Nasis. Din ohra!... Mela
ma tafux xi gralhom lil ta Mannir! Ma tafux li Lisa,
ommha Margarit b'ié-échejchen Guseppi, ghabu ghall
collox ! u iz zeug sefturi maktulin !...

— Chift? Chif? Dan dal-lejl # kabez il capural
tad-Dejma; din ahjar! fli stess lejl jigri dana collu !
Mart il Hichem Margarit, Zeug uliedu, il Provigariu
Dun Nicol, idubu f’habtr, zeug servi maktulin ! Inkas

i dahlu it-Toroe !...

— Isa, ma nitilfux Zzmien, imxu maghna lejn il
Castell, kallhom lil tad-Dejma Ciccu Platamun, halli
navzau lil tliet Gurati shabi, lil cAp tal ghases u tax-
Xuieni.

Uara nofs siegha, chienu fil Castell. In-nies ka-
met xeuuiexa uahda ghall din I'ahbar; collhadd tilef il
cuiet u il mistrieh tieghu. Ma chienitx haga gdida
f'dac iz-zmien li xihadd idub jece icun krib xi xatt,
'xi triek imuarba, jeu bil-leji, jecc tin-Nafra ma jid-
holx geuﬁa il Castell. Ghadhom jistenneu dauc it-tliet
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xebbiet li ghabu il Gharb fi triek imuarba li tichu

lejn il Gebla tal General, u il bir li chienu fuku jim-

leu I'ilma u jahslu, sa’ llum jissejjah Bir il bniet. Ma

ghoxrin sena ucoll kabel li storia taghna, zeug cap-

pillani tal cnisja tal Uied tal Lunziata, krib ir-Rabat,

hadabom it-Toroc uara xulxin geuua hames snin. Minn

dan chien sicuit jigri dac iz-Zmien. Imma disgrazia
hece cbira bhall din li f’lejl uiehed, bla hsieb ta xejn,
jonksu il Provigariu ta I'Iskof, il mara tal Hachem,-
tnejn minn uliedha u il Isir taghhom, bil ktil ta Zcug
sefturi ucoll, ma chienet grat katt, ghalhecc imliet
b'ghali il gzira u eollhadd ghamel dmiertu biex isir jaf

il bi¢éa chif marrct.

L’euuel hsieb li habat f'ras collhadd, chien li ha-
duhom it-Toroe, ghalhece stakseu lin-nies tad-Dejma,
lil ghases ta I'Imgar, ta Marsalforn, tad-Duejra, tax-
Xlendi u ta Imgar ix-Xini, I'in-nies li mal-lejl bakghu
barra mill Castell; imma hadd ma kal li ra Toroc, hadd
ma kil li dehru x’imchien krib Ghaudex. Dic il gur-
nata collha ghaddiet f'giri u tiftix, imma fost collhadd
il captan de Nasis mal gurat Ciccu Platainun, hu Mar-
garit, ghamlu chemm setghu, ifittxu, jigru, imorru
ghand collmin jidrilhom li jista ikabbadhom xi tarf,
inebbaghhom b’xi haga, jistaksu lil collmin jarau, izda
collox safa’ fix-xejn.

Mitmumin bil ghali, bla ma setghu jakbdu ebda
tarf winn imchien, usra gurnata giri, chienu tilghin
it-telgha tat-Tigrija biex jidhlu fil Castell. Uakfu fejn
S. Gragbu jistriehu, x’hin dé Nasis kél lil ta Platamun:

— Issa chif <’sejjrin naghmlu biex ngharfu b’din
il hsara collha lil Hichem i jinsib Malta ?

3
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— Emminni, Nin, li eull x’hin nahseb, id-demm
inhossu jitla ghal rasi. Biex'imwmorru ahna Malta na-
tuh din P'ahbar, kalbi ma tatinix; biex inhalluh jigi
haun u I'ahbar jehodha sobtu, nara li ma jakbilx;
xi' tghid int ?

— Jiena nahseb li l'ahjar immorru ahna Malta,
natuh 'ahbar bil mod, naviau lil General tax-xuieni,
il Balliu Salviati, lil habibna il Cavalier Ganni La
Vallette... nahseb li bil ghajnuna taghhom nistghu
nakbdu xi tarf. :

— Tajjeb, Nin, ghada tilghodu nerhulha ghal Mal-
ta ; nibza biss minn xi Toroc maduar Chemmuna, li
ma ninkabdux. fin-nassa ahna ucoll ...

— Nifdau f’Alla u fil Madonna li ma niltakghux;
ghalli jista icun f’loc b’dghajsa immorru b'sini armat
beolma jinhtieg. Biizejjed nakbdu il ponta tal
Marfa, il bkija nissoctauh bl’art.

— Immela, filghodu ecmieni nerhulha ghall' Tmgar
u Alla jatihielna tajba.

VIIL
X'hasra ta Missier !

L’ghada, chif chienu miftehmin,il Captan Toni de
Nasis mal ‘gurat Ciceu Platamun, marru Malta u 'eu-
uel hsieb taghhom chien li, minfloc ma imorru iflttxu
il Hachem Indria Mannar, isibu lil habibhom il Ca-
valier La Vallette u lil General tax-xuieni ta 1'Ordni,
il Balliu Salviati, ighedulhom b’dac li gara Ghaudex
biex jatuhom ghajnuna- fit-tiftix. 11 General u il Ca-
valier bakghu mistaghgbin b'dan is-serk hece bla
hsieb, avzau malajr lis-Sultan Isleadam, u dan collu
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sghobien b’dac li gara, tahom lordni biex jaghmlu
chemm  jistghu biex isiru jafu il biééa chif marret.
Gireu u thibtu, b’de Nasis u Platamun maghhom, fuk
l'art u fuk il bahar, imma safa’ collox fix-xejn; biss
setghu igheidu li Toroc ma chienux sgur dauc li ser-
kuhom, ghaliex ma dehru imchien f'dauc il granet
fuk il bahar, u ankas setghet tecun il familja ta
Rioles, ghaliex chienet minn Zmien itturufnata. mill
gzejjer taghna, u ghalhece baka collox tid-dlam actar
minn kabel. Uara dan collu, ta Platamun u de Nasis
ingabru il Birgu, sabu lil Hichem Mannar u; bla ma
ureuh xejn, irheulha flimechien lejn Ghaudex, mifthe-
min bejniethom li ma halluhx jidhol id-dar ta Hamet
ifittex lil martu u lil uliedv bla ma icun jaf xi
gralhom ; ghalhece, mat-triek jarau chif iteghmuh il
biééa bil mod mill’ahjar li jistghu. Chienu itellghu u
inizzla bla ma jafu chif sejjrin jibdeulu biex jatuh
ahbar tant hazina, x’hin krib I'Imgar beda itarrfilhom
il Hachem stess.

— Li cont naf, kallhom, ina contx immur Malta
xejn; li chiecu tafu chemm ghaddejthom hazin daun
Perbghat ijiem, dejjem imdejjak, kalbi seuds bla ma
naf il ghaliex ; chelli mitt sena sachemm nigi Ghau-
dex, u ma narax is-siegha li incun ma niesi. Ghadni
nghali s'issa ghaliex ma hadtx mieghi lil marti Mar-
garit u lil binti Lisa, ghaliex chiecu mohhi chien
icun actar f’sictu.

— La titbighed mid-dar, kal ta Platamun, moh-
hoc jibka uaraje, u lactar tiz-zinenijet - taghna, gha-
liex illum jista jinkala xi ghaug bla hsieb xejn.

— Xejn ma icun ghageb, compla uarajh de Nasis,
ghaliex minn barra ghandna it-Toroe, minn geuua



36

f’pnjjizna ninsabu imdaurin b’nies barranin li ma na-
fuhom xejn; tahsibhom hbieb u nies tajba u Alla jaf
X'icunu. U chiecu jien bhalec, sur Indri, ma immurx
Malta u inhalli lil marti u lil uliedi fil palazz ta
Hamet barra mill Castell.

— Iva, raga ta Platamun, int ma Lrhamllt‘( seuua,
u ghalhece ghandi nitt sena jien ucoll sachemm naslu,
ghaliex minn xi huejjeg li f’'Malta ghaddeu minn ghala
uidnejja, nibza minn xi deni li sata’ jigri lil ohti, mar-
tec Margarit u lil...

— X’ghidt, gbin ?... kabez mistghageb ihares lejh
il Hachem bla ma hallieh jissocta. Xi smajt ? x'gara?

— X’gara seuua ma nafx; smajt xi chelma minn
haun u ohra minn hinn.

Limsejchen Mannér sir minn cull leun; kabduh
duejjak cbar u ma chienx jara il hin li jusal u jidhol
id-dar.  Fit-telgha ta I'Imgar tarfulu xi haga ohra
biex igaghluh jakta dritt lejn il Castell bla ma jaghddi
mid-dar tieghu ta Hamet, fejn sar is-serk. Haun
gharaf 1i grau xi disgrazzi cbdr; x’hin korob lejn ta
Héamet, lina lejn id-dar tieghu, hbiebu ma setghu izom-
muh bl'ebda cliem. Dahal fl'intrata tad-dar, beda
ighajjat b’kalbu maksuma lil martu u lil bintu, itama
ma uiegbu hadd. Tah bhal genn, jigri mad-dar, ighaj-
jat u jibchi. Riedu chiecu hbiebu isabbruh, ifarrguh ;
imma chif tista katt issabbar u thenni lil min f'dakka
uahda, bla hsieb ta xejn, isib li tilef lil martu u lil
zeug uliedw. Chellhom ighedulu collox chif chien
u it-tahbit collu taghhom li thabtu sabiex isibuhom
jeu ghallinkas isiru jafu chif u minn min sér id-delitt,
u li collox safa’ fix-xejn ghaliex ma setghu jakbdu
ebda tarf.
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L’'imsejchen missier ma bakax li ma ghamiix lac
collu li sata’ sabiex jirnexxilu isirjaf ghallinkas gba-
dhom< hajjin u fejn jinsabu : bil ghajnuna tal hiieb
li chellu Malta, chiteb f'Tunes, f'Gerba, 'Argicl u
f’Costantinopli biex jara jece martu u uliedu jinsaibux
Isiera hemm, sabiex jifdihom. Uighed ucoll bosta fliis
lil mnin jatih xi ahbar taghhom.

Chienu ghaddeu hamest ijiem fuk il migia tal
Héchem f'Ghaudex, mita "sir jaf minn Patri Agosti-
nian, Stiefnu Zurchi, bhiedem gharef u ta hajja tajba,
dac li cabbar il cunvent ta Ghadux, li fix-Xeuchia
chien jinsah uiehed bidui, jokghod b'dar Jejn Iingar
Xini, li chien jaf b'xi haga fuk dac li gara. I} Hé-
chem baghat ghalih minnutih, u malli rsh kuddiemu,
staksieh : ,

— Smajt i inti taf xi haga fuk is-serk ta wmarti
u ta uliedi: ghidli dac li taf; ara tahbili xi haga, ghaliex
tahbat hazin !

— Nghidlee, uiegeb il bidui bezghan, dac collu li
naf. Haun il lejl ta kabel ma gara is-serk ta niesec,
rajt chemm il darba uiehed Zaghzugh ta xi hamsa u
ghoxrin s:na fit triek li tiehu ghallImgar Xini. Mal-
lejl s:najt mixi o ghajat ta nies ghaddejjin mnejn
dari, rajt i stess gavni u smajtu ighid: “ Toktluhom
1¢, ahjar imbighuhom lsiera.” Dan eollma naf,u dan il
guvni ma nafux. -

— X’chien liebes ?

— Libsa seuda ta ghani; actarx hu tuil u ir-
kiek, bil mustacci zghar. \

— Ma contx hsibt hazin ! hu collu chemm hu !...
kal il Hachem fil hin li kam isejjah lil hu martu, li
Ciceu Platamun.
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IX.

Marin Cassar

Chien ilu ¢hemm il sena Ninu, bin il Hachem, il
belt ta Paliermu, fejn chien wmar biex jitghallem, imma
katt ma chien mument fsictu, molhu dejjem ihab-
bat fuk niesu u uisk izjed fuk il mahbuba ohtu Lisa, li
chien halliha bezaghna fuk xi ghaug li sata’ jaka’
fuk il familja tahhom minfhabba dac li chienet tara
£'Gorg Rioles. Imma mita chien jahseb fil ghakal tal
gharus taghha, il captan de Nasis, u fit-tiubija u f'hil-
tha, dan il hin chien itajjar ghal ftit Zzmien dan il biza
minn mohhu. L’ittri imbaghad li chien jircievi minnha
cull tant, li minnhom chien jaghraf il fidi kauuija li
chellha f’Alla, it-tama ebira fil Madonna li tehlisha
minn cull ghaug, chienu dejjem actar icattrulu is-sabar.

Chien imdorri, filghaxija, uara li scola, jinzel ix-
xatt tal belt jaghmel daura, biex imbaghad jingabar
id-dar ghal li studiu. Gurnata fost l'ohrajn, isib li
ghada chif dahlet il port xprunara ginuiza u- uakaf
ihares jara in-nies niezlin minnha. Jilmah ma daun
uiehed zaghzuh ta xi hamsa u ghoxrin sena, tuil,
maghlub, liebes actarx hazin, imma li chellu xehta ta
uiehed imrobbi fil ghana u fit-taghlim ta li scola.
Gieblu xeuka li jarah ahjar, korob lejh, deherlu li
m’hux uiéé gdid ghalih, resak lejh biex ichelmu, iZda
dan, malli rah, mar ghal fuku u kallu :

— Int w'intix Toni Mannér, ghaudxi?

— Iva, int mnejn tifni? oh, issa kieghed nin-
tebah min int ! M’intix Mariu Cassar, ghaudxi bhali ?
Ma contx uakajt Isir ? Chif hlistha ? ;

— Hlist sa fl'ahhar mill jasar, uara sitt snin il
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ili imbati,u ghddni gej minn Tripli u nhossni ghandi
mitt sena sachemm immur Ghaudex nara lil niesi.

Bakghu telghin it-tnejn fiimchien lejn il belt ; ta
Mannéar stiednu biex jokghod ghandu fil ftit granet li
chellu idum Paliermu sachemm isib xi bastiment
sejjer lejn Malta.

Mariu Caxaru, illum Cassar, chien minn familja
ghanja, ghaudxija, li minnha chelna fil gzira Vici-Ar-
miral,Gurati u Captani. X’uhud minn ta Cassar chienu
keghdin Malta, lahku winnhom impieghi ghaljin,
chienu mahbubin mir-rejet ta li Spanja u imbaghad
mis-Slaten ta Malta. Missier Mariu, Apnglu Cassar,
li chien Gurat fGhaudex ghall chemm il sena, ra-
gel ghani, chien habib ta Gurat iehor malti, Guliu
Cumbo, li chien jokghod il Mosta, f'palazz krib il
cnisja. Dan chellu bintu Angelea, gharusa lil guvni
ghani bhalha, Tonin Manduca. Il missier chien stieden
bosta hbieb ghal nhar it-tieg u fost daun ma nisiex
lil habib tieghu ta Ghaudex, Anglu Cassar, u talbu
biex ma jonksux. It-tieg chellu isir f’Auuissu tas-
sena 1526, zmien li fih Anglu ma satax iuarrab minn
Ghaudex, u ghalhece, biex ma jonkonx lil habibu Guliu,
baghat lil ibnu Mariu. Ghadu jissemma sa illum
chemm spi¢éa hazin dac it-tieg: it-Toroc dablu il Mo-
sta fil hin li chien colhadd migbur ghall ghors ; saret
taktigha; bosta bakghu mejtin, ohrajn harbu, 400
uakghu Isiera. Fost daun, il gharusa Angelea, li
minfhabba fiha ghamel dan collu it-Torc Haggi, biex
jisrakha u jatieha lil Sidi Ali, Sultan ta Tripli: it-tir
ta mohhu irnixxielu seuua. Bin Cassar chien uiehed
minn daue li uakghu taht idejn it-Toroe, baka’ lsir
Tripli sachemm irnexxa lil missieru li jixtrih. Il ba-
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stiment li fuku imbarea chien ghal Paliermu, u hemm
mar bil hsieb, chif ghedna, li ifittex mill’actar fis jigi
Ghaudex. )

Fil granet li Mariu Cassar kaghad ghand Ninu
Manndr, ghamlu hbieb seaua; dan urieh bid-duejjak
collha ta kalbu, bil biza 1i chellu fuk ohtu Lisa, gha-
rusa ta Toni de Nasis, il captan, bil hazen tal familja
ta Rioles. Mariu urieh chif sar jaf i Tripli 1il Gorg
Rioles, chif ghamel ta bir-ruiu habib miegha ghal
bzonn, kallu fuk <i delitti tieghu u fuk il hbeberija li
chellu mas-sultan ta Tripli Sidi Ali u ma xi Capijiet
ohra tat-Toroc. Ta Mannar actar baza ghal ohtu fuk
daun il eliem, u irracemandaha bid-dinugh f ghainejh
lil dan il habib. Mita uaslu biex jinfirdu minn xulxin,
Ninu uasslu sa .abbord, ghannku lil xulsin bhal hbieb
tal kalb u kalla daun Tabhhar cliem:

— Infacerec, habib, f'ohti Lisa !

— Targa tghidli xejn, Nin; jecc naf li indéarcar
demmi, jece naf li naka’ wmill gdid lsir, Lisa ina taka’
katt taht idejn il ghedenua taghcom !

— Nifda fic u fil captan de Nasis.

— Ifda fina u la tibia zcjn.

Mariu uasal Ghaudex bis-sliema; chienet ta ferh
cbir lil ommu u missieru, lil niesu u lil hbieb il
migja tieghu mill jasar ta Tripli; ma chienx hlief
+ ighid lil colhadd chif gara isserk ta I'gharusa tal
Mosta, it-thatijiet li garrbu fil jasar, il mibgheda tat-
Toroc lejn li nsara u fuk collox lejn daun il gzejjer.
Il familja tal Hachem chellha minnu ittra ta Ninu u
ahbarijiet fuku; Lisa semghetu b’hena u hrara cbira
jithaddet fuk huha,chellha elf mistoksija x’taghmillu u
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hu collu ferhan kaliha dac collu li sata’ ighedilha. Lisa
chienet taf thobb bil kalb lil min jaghmhlbha xi piacir
u ghalhece uriet mhabba lejn Mariu u habbitu uisk
izjed mita saret taf chif huha irracemandaha lilu. Din
1i mhabba tat foit x’jahseb lil de Nasis u lil Héchem;
imwma billi chienu jagharfu tajjeb it-tiubjia ta Lisa, li
mgieba tajba, ir-rispett u il ghakal ta Mariu, ma
taiffsu xejn ; biss ma chienux jistghu jahmla fih il
hheberija tieghu ma Gorg Rioles. Izda, uara hmistax .
li gie Marin f'Ghaudex, ta Rioles geu itturrufnati u
spi¢éat ghalhece din il hbeberija, g halchemm bejn Ma-
riu u de Nasis ma chienitx tinsab mhabba ta hbieb
tal kalb.

Uara ftit taz-zmien, gara, chif jaf min kieghed
jakra, is-serk tal familja tal HAehem. Fit-tahuid 1i
uaka fil gzira U'din id-disgrazia, intesa Maria Cassar.
Mita ftacru fih, il familja tieghu kalet li mar Malta.
Il Hachem baghat jara, gietu 'ahbar li Malta ma de-
hirx, haseb ghalhece hazin tih, u dan il hsieb ra li
minnu nita sama’ cliem il bidai 1i semmejna.

Ix-xnigha griet malajr minn fommn ghalliehor Ii
Mariu ta Cassar chien il cip ta daucli serku il fa-
milja tal Hachem. Il familja ta Cassar katt ma se-
teght iddabhal f'rasha li Mariu chellu Pghalmu uil
kalb jaghmel dac id-delitt minfhabba Lisa, fuk collox
ghaliex chienu jafu chemm chien taijjeb u chien digia
gharus lil Govanilla minn ta Vanjol, ghaudxija, xebba
ghanja bint Flippn u Smieralda, li-chienu ihobbuh
daks chiecu binhom. Imma chif jista mohhom ma
imurx f'Mariu? Dan telakhom dac il lejl ta dac is-serk,
u il bidui rah chemm il darba lejn Imgar Xini, 1i ghal-
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chemm ma chienx jafu, minn cliemu hadd ma satagh
ighid li ma chienx hu!

(Govanilla, soghbija bil bosta fuk din il biééa, ma
dahhlitx f'mohha dac li nghdd fuk l'gharus taghha,
att cbir ta virtl, billi Pahhar cliem li kallha nhar is-
Sibt ta kabel ma gara id-delitt chienu daun:

— Govanill, forsi icolli nitbieghed mill gzira bla

* hsieb, forsi bli naghmel tittabba ghal Zmien il fama

tieghi, forsi icolloc il ghaliex taghli... imma temmen
xejn b'dac li ighidv... la tinsieni katt... dejjem ftacar
itlob lil Madonna ghalija, ghaliex icolli uisk bzonn!...
— Immela, x’sejjer taghmel, Mar? kaltlu hi.
— [d-dieka cbira tieghi hi, li ma nistax nitchel-
lem fuk hece!... itlob ghalija !

X

Ninu
Chienet ghaddiet actar minn sena minghajr ma
insemghet ebda ahbar fuk mart jeu ulied il Hachem,
mita uasal minn Malta I'Imgar uiehed guvni, li telak
bil mixi ghar-Rabat. Minn ui¢éu chien juri 1li bata
bosta, li hemm cbir chien jinfidlu kalbu. Mita korob
lejn ix-Xeuchia, kabad it-trik ta Hamet, u baka’ sejjer
lejn il palazz tal Hichem. X’hin uasal fejnu, rafa’ ghai-
nejh ihares; dic il hemda, dac is-schiet actar kasmulu
kalbu, kabez id-dmugh minn ghainejh, tnighed tne-
ghida u kal: “X’tibdila fi ftit Zmien!... X’takliba minn

 mita hallejt dan il palazz ! Msejena ommi ! msejena

Lisa " Rafa’ ghainejh lejn is-Sema, u k&l b’kalb mif-
niha bil ghali :—Alla Sidi, harisli 'ommi u lil huti!...
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Omm Sidna, oh Maria, ghat-tbatijiet horox tieghec,
ismaghni, ghaklali din il grazzial...”Kabad it-triek lejn
S. Nanard u baka’ tiela lejn il Castell tar-Rabat, ua-
sal fejn il palazz tal Hachem, habbat, fethulu u dahal.

Il lakgha bejn il Hachem u bejn dan il guvni, i
chien ibnu Ninu li chellu Paliermu, chienet ta puieni
cbar. Il missier raga geddet li ghali tieghu billi
kaghad ifissirlu ahjar dac li chien chitiblu tittra, fuk
id-disgrazia li gratilhom u staksa lil ibnu ghaliex id-
dauuar ma gieé u ma uiegeb katt izjed ghall’ittri tieghu.

— Ghaliex, missier, ghaug fuk iehor! uiegbu ibnu.
Cont nahseb li ma narahiex izjed l'art taghna, li ma
niltekghux izjed flimchien. Forsi smajt chif 'Ottu-
bru tas-sena I'ohra, il cursar lhudi Najdin Caraman,
b'ghaxar xniebec barbreschi nizzel in-nies tieghu
f'Marsaxloe ta Malta, tala’ ghal Gudia, u fejn il enisja
ta Loretu lahkitu il cavalleria ta I'Imdina, regghetu
lura u irnixxielu biss jisrak erbgha bdieua u ftit bhej-
jem. Ix-xniebec gibdu ghal Chemmuna u kaghdu jis-
tenneu hemm li jisirku xi xprunara ta li nsara minn
fuk il bahar. Ftit granet kabel, cont tlakt minn Skal-
lia biex nigi haun ma uiehed minn Zzeug bastimenti
maltin li telku flimchien ghal Malta b’bosta Cavalieri
ta 'Ordni u passiggeri ohra. It-Toroc ruana minn
Chemmuna x’hin krobna leju Malta, ghamlu ghalina;
il uiehed heles; I'iehor, li cont fuku, inkabad. Haduna
Isiera f'Girba. Inhallic tahseb, missier, il ghali tieghi
x’hin sibt ruhi Isir! Caraman, imma, ma giebx ruhu
maghna mill aghar ; hua ried jibaghtna pajjizna, imma
ried xi tliett mitt scud minn cull uiehed. Baghat cava-
lier minnhom biex jiccorda mas-Sultan Isleadam,
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ftehmu fuk il flis u baghtuna. Minfhabba dan collu
chien id-deumien tieghi; chelli bla hsieb, mal guaj i
xrobt, niecol ucoll il hobz tal jasar f'Girba !

Ninu sér jAf winn ziuh Platamun u minn ta de
Nasis dac collu li ghamlu f'Ghaudex u Malta, fI’art
a fuk il bahar, biex isibu 'ommu u lil hutu u jiczfu
lil dauc li serkuhom;chif collox chien ghalxejn u
chif fl'ahhar is-suspett naka fuk Mariu Cassar. Bin
il Hichem ma satax inizzilha malajr din 'ahbar, 1i inin
chien il htija ta colma gara, mar mbaghad jafdalu dac
collu f'kalbu u sa uegh-11 i iharisla lil ohtu mill’egh-
deuua ! “Chif ?” beda ighid x’hin chiens uahda, “Mariu
Cassar traditur ! Lil min ilkajt f'dari £ Paliermu, fdajt
kalbi mieghu, jittradini b’danil mod!...Ma chien jidher
tant tijjelitant fidilt Jista icun katt K chellu kalb tant-
hazina 1., Jisrakli Fomwmi, vohti, lil hija!... Le, jien
natu lil ta Cassar, tant hzunija u jebus’ja ta kalb ma
t'nsabx tih L., Imma idab f'dac li stess lejl... Jisimghn
cliemu ma dauc li serkuhowm !... Li mhabba forsi zejda
1i wira Ll ohti ... Hu chif inhu, ighidu li iridu, il Ma-
riu Cassar nafu b'zzejjed ghalchemm guvni kalbieni
li ma bhalu, ghalchemm mohhu jilhakla, ghalehernn
hua capaci jixhet ruhu geuua in nirien, kalbu hija
tajjba, hu nisrani mill ahjar, ma jista icun kattli
jaghmel dan id-delitt !...”

Mohhu mimli b’daun il hsebijiet, hareg mill Ca-
stell, nizel ir-Rabat, mar fil cunvent ta S. Uistin biex
isib lil ‘habibu P. Stiefnu Zurchi, ighidlu x’'ghandu
jaghmel, jara X’parir jatih. It-tuajjeb u gharef patri
lakghu bidejh miftuha, sabbru mill'ahjar li sata’,
gaghlu jehu mn'idejn Alla is-salib i baghtilhom, kal-
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lu jitlob lil Madonna biex taklaghlu il grazzia li
jarga isibhom lit dauec li tant ehien ihobbhom.

— Ibni, issocta ighidlu, it-tuajjeb f'din id-dinja
icun imsauuat, il hazin jittrionfa, imma ghal Zmien;
I'innocenza Alla, illum jeu ghada, igaghlha tirbah, tcun
maghrufha u imfahhra !

— B'din it-tama jien ucoll, sur Patri; xi tghidli
imma naghmel? U kabel xejn, int jidhirlec bhal ohrajn
li Mariu Cassar chellu il hila jaghmel delitt hece cbir ! ?

— Jiena diga ghidtu lil Hachem wissieree, li lil
ta Cassar nafu tajjeb, ma nemmen katt li hu hati
Xi ghedeuna ohra ghandcowm f'Ghaudex u forsi barra
minn QGhaudex ucoll, imma fuk xi huejjeg icolli
inZomm fommi siechet. Il parir 1i natic hu li issiefer
f’pajjiz it-Toroe, ahbi ismee u pajjizec, dur ix-xtajta ta
PAfrica minn Tripli sa I'Argiel; bil ghakal u bil flas
jista jirnexxilec li issib lil niesec x’imchien Isiera.

— B’dan il hsieb jiena ucoll; biss nibza li missieri
ma ihallinix nitlak billi jibza li narga naka’ Isir.

— Lil missierec infehmu jiena; inti titlak illum
kabel ghada.

Ninu, iiben i chien bakghalu il Hachem, il ghada.
hareg mill giira biex imur kalb it-Toroc itittex 'ommu
u lil hutu, u li msejchen missier baka uahdu mifrud
mill mahbuba martu u uliedu, minghajr l'ebda tama
li kabel ma imut jarahom darb’ohra.
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XI.
Il Mig’nun ta Chemmuna

Uara ftit tal granet Ninu Mannar chien fTunes
Jjitehixxef u‘jithabat biex jirnexxilu isib 'ommu u lil
hutu. Minflo¢ ma irnixxielu il hsieb ta mohhu, spic¢éa
biex uaka ilsir hua ucol. Helisha hafif uara ftit
taz-zmien bil ghajnuna ta xi hbieb; issocta‘ is-safar
tieghu f'Girba, fi Tripli, {'"Zuara; raga ghadda minn
Tunes, mar’' Bona, baka’ tiela sa' I'Argiel, vaka lsir
darbtejn ohra u gi¢ mehlus bla ma jaf chif ; ha sehemn
f’bosta guerer bejn I'Insara u it-Toroe, ghamel chemnm
sata biex icompli ix-xeuka cbira 1i chellu, li jakbat
xitarf fuk is-serk tal familja tieghu; imma collox
sfalu fix-xejn. Imdejjak, mifni bil ghali, jiesu maktuh
ghal collox, uara tant snin ta tigrib u tahbit, gie mill
gdid Ghaudex. Sab lil missieru Indrija mitmuni- bil
ghali, xieh kabel iz-zraien, migbur f’daru fil Castell,
tla ma ghandu x’jaksam iijed ma hadd, u Hachem
minn f’locu ziuh, hu ommu, Ciceu Platamun. Ghadda
ftit granet ma missieru, urieh b'dac eollu li ghadda
minn ghalih flix-xtt ta 'Africa u chif collox chien
ghal xejn. Uaslitlu ittra uara ftit minn habibu il
Cavalier Ganni de Parisot La Vallette; minnha sar jaf
li chellu xi ighidlu huejjeg li jisueu uisk fuk is-serk
tal familja tieghu, u ghalhece, bla telf ta zmien, irhilha
lejn Malta.

Rajnihom, fl'euuel taksima ta din li storia, jiltak-
ghu daun it-tnejn til Birgu, joborgu flimehien f’siegha
nhar u jibkghu sejjrin imorru lejn il Calcara. Haun u
de Parisot urieh is-suspett li chellu fuk ta Rioles u il-
lhudi Elia, ftehmu flimchien li il ghada imorra
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Chemmuna ma Toni de Nasis u Bernard Dopuo, cap-
tan tal ghases ta Ghaudes, biex jarau jistghux jakdu
xi tarf mis-Sajjed ta Chemmuna.. Rajnihom jaslu,
jlahlu mid-dahla ta S. Niclau, jitilghu il fuk sad-dar
tas-Sajjed. De Parisot u Toni bin'il Héchém bakghu
ma dan, fil hin 1i shabhom marru jaghmlu daura mal-
Isir taghhom, mat-tifel u il-lsir tas-sajjed. Baka' bil
cursitd, min hu kieghed jakra dan il ctieb, x’kallhom
dan is sajjed, liema chien il fatt icrah li semmielhom
fuku, uvara li talabhom biex jahalfu li iZzommu collox
mohbi sachemm jasal iz Zmien, Chelna inhalluh u nerg-
ghu lura bli storia taghna biex natuha ftit tad-daul;
imma issa uvasal il hin li mnin kieghed jakra icun jafu.

— Mita issiru tafn, kallhom, min hu dac Ii kie-
ghed jithaddet maghcom, min jien,li isejhuli il Mignun
inchella is-Sajjed ta Chemmuna, wa hemmx dubiu,
intom' tobghodu u tisthtu I'isemn tieghi, bhala isem ta
bniedemn l'actar infami !...Cont chiefer, ingrat, ta kalb
Jjebsa actar minn ta tigra tad-desert u ma nafx chif
Alla isofrini fid-dinja, ma nafx chif I'art ma tinfetahx
u tiblaghni! U int, Nin, bin il Hichem Mannar, uara
il cliem li tiSma 1ninni, taghrafni bhala I'acbar ghadu
ta dauc li thobb tid-dinja! Kalbi ma ittinix 1i niftah
mill gdid bi cliemi il grierah taghha, ghalhece nitlob-
com li thalluni ghall’issa nidfen fis schiet il eruha tad- .
delitti taghha'l...

Is-sajjed beda jirtoghod, ghainejh bdeu jihmaru
u tkattar minnhom xi demgha, zamm il cliem tieghu.

— Issocta, habib, kallu de Parisot, curagg, tibzax
minn'na, ahna iniommu, sachemm icun hemm bionn,
collox fil- heba.
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— Ghid collox, kabez ta Manndr, la thalli xejn;
jiena ghalli inti sejjer taghmel maghna, mn’issa stess
minn collox nahtirlec.

— Tahfirli ... Jista icun katt ?... Mela inti tajjeb
. bhal ohtoe Lisa !... Hi ucoll kaltli: nahfirlec ! fil hin i
chellha tishitni!... Il chelma taghha ta mahfra tatni il
hajja fir-ruh u fil gisew; u inti, Nin, bil chelma tie-
ghec kieghed izzidhieli. Ma fli stess Lin naghraf chemnm
chien cbir id-dnub tieghi mita ghamilt id-deni lil minn
hu tant tajjeb!...

— Tibzax, habib, issocta li cont tgbid, kallu bin
il Héchem, li chellu elf sena biex isir jaf dac li chien
jistenna minnu.

— Nissoeta. Int, Nin, nishajjlec tiftacar f’uie-
hed jismu !.ippu, li chien giée jokghod Ghaudex xi sena
kabel ma int sifirt ghal Paliermu. Dana Lippu
ghalchemm ma chiens maghruf,chien hazin actar minn
ta linfern, ta kalb lactar chiefra, imrobbi f'Girba,
kalb it-Toroe, fejn haduh lsir na wmissieru. Sar ha-
zin actar mill ghaghar Toroc; chien jista jaghmel deni
lil insara actar minnhom, ghaliex chien jaf jaghmilha
ta nisrani ghal bzoan, biex ma li stess Toroe jaghmel
hsara fost I'insara. Sar habib ma bosta capijiet tat-To-
roc, fost l'ohrajn hbieb tieghu chienu l'ghedeuua ta
lI'insara, 'ahua Barbarossa, Arah u Hajreddin, li bis-
serk saru rejet ta I'Argiel. Maghhom, harbat bosta
bliet ta l'insara, u fejn ma chienux jaslu bil kauua
taghhom daun iz-zeugt ahua, chienu jaslu bil hazen ta
dan Lippu, 1i bi]li chien jaghmilha ta ‘nisrani, chien
jista jidhol fejn irid u jitchixxef fost I'insara. U hece,
mita tau is-salt lil Lelt ta Catania, liskof taghha, :
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Mons. Caracciolo, sata’ jahrab u jistahba; imma Lippu,
bi hzunitu, sar jat fejn inheba, ghamilha habib mieghu
biex jittradih u icconsennah f’idejn l'ghedeuua Bar-
barossa. Semmejtuli lil Gorg Rioles u lil lhudi Elia
u staksejtuni jecc nathomx. Nathom nghid! Oh, m’hux
li chiecu katt ma cont nathom, chemm chien icun ahjar
ghalija ! Bla ma taf xejn int, Nin, mibgheda cbira
tinsab bejn ta Rioles u il familja tieghec ta Mannar.
Nannue, missier il Hichem Indrija, li chien jismu bha-
lee Ninu, Zmien ilu chien captan fi Spanja mal milizia
tas-Sultan ; Gacbu, missier Gorg Rioles, chien captan
bhalu; imma li xXejn ma chienu jixxieblu fil hajja.
Nannuc tuajjeb u fidil lcjn is-sultan tieghu; Rioles
hazin u habib ta I'ghedeuua ta li Spanja. Chixef nan-
nuc li chellu ikum irvel contra is-sultan inill i stess
suldati, u li cap ta dan irvel chien il captan ta Rioles.
Chif chien jinhtieglu,il captan ta Mannar gharraf b’col-
lox l'is sultan; Rioles ma ibnu Gorg, tfajjel ta ftit snin,
gié itturufnat. Minn haun bdiét il mibgheda bejn ta
Rioles u ta Mannar; Rioles halef 1i jekred il familja
taghcom, rabba lil ibnu f'din il mibgheda, cabbar il
hbeberija tieghu mat-Toroe biex jista jinkeda biha
ghat-tir ta wohhu; u l'ahua Barbarossa kabbduh ma.
Lippu li semmejtilcom biex icollu ghajnuna minnu.

— Issa kieghed nithem xi haga, kabez kal mi-
staghgeb ta Mannar, mill hsara li chellha winn gho-
xrin sena ilhaun il-familja ‘taghna !

— Ghidtliex seuua, issocta il cavalier La Vallette,
mita ghidtlec li ta Rioles ma joghgbuni xejn, u li irid
icollhom sehem fid-disgrazzi tal familja taghcom !

— Ghedtlu seuua, iva, sur cavalier; u issa tistghu

4
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tifhmu collox malajr. Ta' Rioles geu' jokghodu Ghau-
dex uara li kalghu il mahfra mis-Sultan, biex jagharfu
seuua lil ta Mannar; imma barra mill gzira, chellhom
minn jahdem ghalihom. Lippu habibhom, fuk il bahar,
max-xuieni tat-Toroe, compla, balleg! ix-xeukat tagh-
hom. Chemmuna, din il gzira zghira, nkdeu biha biex
Jiltakghu ta Rioles ma Lippu u it-Toroc; saret Bejta
tal Hallilin actar milli chienet kabel. Haun Lippu beda
ix-xoghol tieghu. Toni Platamun, hu ommoc Margarit,
captan ta fuk il bahar, inkabad mix-xuieni tat-Toroe,
ghamluh Isir u gié iccunsennat ’Argiel f'idejn is-sultan
Aruh Barbarossa, fejn ghadu ighix ta Isir. Ftit uara,
haun fejn din il gzira, nannue Ninu ma ibnu Cola,
 uakghu Isiera u haduhom Girba. Mit-triek tax-Xlendi,
bil ghajuuna tal-lhudi Elia u tal-lsir taghcom Ahmed,
Dun Nicol Castelletti insterak, baghtuh Costantinopli,
bieghuh Isir u uara sena miet. F’daun id-delitti collha,
Lippu keda tajjeb lil ta Rioles. Chif imbaghad geu
itturafnati ta Rioles, chif ta MannAr uaslu fi rvina tal
familja collha taghhom, tafuh bhali, ma hemmx ghal-
fejn inghedulcom.

— Seuseuu dan li irridu natu, kabez kallu Ninu;
ghal dan gejna haun nithaddtu mieghec.

— Issocta, habib, int ma icolloc ebda deni, okghod
fuk cliemi,kabez kallu il cavalier biex jaghmillu il hila!

— Ah x’turment! Oh x’piena sejjrin iggaghluni
nbati |... Lippu f'dan id-delitt, ma ta Rioles, u ma Elia
u Ahmed, chellu 'acbar sehem, u gharaf bi hzunitu
ihabbel tant il bi¢éa, li xehet collox fuk min wma
chellu ebda htija, fuk Mariu Cassar.!...-Iva, il cbira
htija chienet ta Lippu, bakghet kalbu jebsa ghal bichi
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ta omm tant tuajba, ta bintha, li xebba bla tebgha, ta
tarbija ta ftit xhur ; u chellu il hila, minn haun, minn
die id-dahla ta S. Nlcla.u... jicconsenna f’idejn Rioles,
f’idejn... t'idejn captan, Tore I'actar chiefer, lil daue li
chienu,Nin,il gid, il hena u li mhabba collha tieghec !...

[s-sajjéd baxxa rasu, heba uicéu f'idejh, collu im-
rieghed, bla nifs, b’lehen bil chemm jinstama, u kal:

— Il Mignun ta Chemmuna, chif tarauh haun
kuddiemeom, hua dac Lippu il mishut!... (

Ma daun il cliem, uaka ghaxi f'idejn iz-zeug hbieb
li chienu jisimghuh.

XIIL

L’imjassrin

Uara ftit, Lippu bil ghajnuna taz-zeug hbieb gidé
f'sessih, fil hin li rau gejjin fukhom mid-daura Ii
chienu ghamlu ma Chemmuna, iz-zeug hbieb I'ohra li
chellhom maghhom, de Nasis u Bernard. Kabel xejn
ma uasiu daun, Lippu ueghidom li xi darb’ohra ifissri-
lhom il haga ahjar, u jurihom ucol ghaliex jinsib kie-
ghed f'dic il gzira; u, sabiex ma jatu x’jahseb lil hadd,
ftehmu li il lakgha taghhom teun f'San Paul il Bahar,
fejn hu imur isibhom bid-dghajsa tieghu ta sajjed.

Fdin it-tieni lakgha nas-Sajjed f’San Paul il Ba-
har, 'erbgha hbisb saru jafa chif marret il bi¢éa collha
tas-serk. Mela, ta Rioles, G‘rorg u missieru, li chienu
itturufnati, ftehmu ma captan ta xambi¢ tore u geu
Chemmuna; mal habta tal hdax ta bil-lejl, ix-xambic
dahal bil mohbi fi Imgar Xini fejn chienu jistenneuh
Lippu mal-lsir ta Mannar, Ahmed ; nizel l'art ma
daun it-tnejn Gorg Rioles b'erbgha Toroc mieghu';
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maduar nofs il-lejl chienu ta Hamet maduar il palazz
tal Hichem; Aktmed ma Lippu dahlu mill gnien, kabzu
ghal geuna il bitha u fethu lil shabhom. L’euuel xo-
ghol taghhom chien li ghammdu u rabtu lil niehed mis-
sefturi, u b’dakkiet ta stallet nelsu mill iehor u mill
chelb li beda jimbah hecc chif xamm il barranin. Dan
collu ma satax isir bla hlejjes u bla ghajjat ; ghalhece
kamu imbezzghin Margarit u bintha Lisa; izda I'im-
sejenin sabu ruiehhom f'dakka ta ghajn imdauurin
minn hafpa rgiel, tilfu sahhithom, wakghu ghaxjin.
Mita stejknu, sabu ruhhom geuua xambic u sejrin lejn
Chemmuna, imdauurin minn Lippu, Mariu Cassar u il
lhudi Elia, imbabbtin maghhom biex igibuhom f’ses-
sihom. Krib taghhom chien kieghed b’idejh marbutin
uarajh, hsiebu fl'imsiechen zeug nisa, Dun Nicol Ca-
stelletti, provigariu ta I'iskof, bhallichiecu li hu ucoll
ma chien jinsdb misruk u imjassar bhalhom ! Chien
ghadu id-dlam x’bin nizzlu it-tliet Isiera fCheminuna
biex I'ghada jerhulha ma Zzeug xuieni ohra lejn Bar-
baria. Id-dahla ta S. Niclau, chiecu tista titchellem,
issocta ighidithomn Lippu, tf teghdilcom il bichi u it- -
tneghid ta l'imsejenin Isiera fil hin li jiena tlakthom
f'idejn ta Rioles biex jehduhom Barbaria.

— U Dun Nicol, staksa il cavalier de Parisot,
chif insib lsir fuk ix-xawbic maz-zeug nisa ?

— Dun Nicol, uiegeb Lippu, chellu min jistadu
t'dic il t&jla fli stess g7ira: tlieta minn shabna ma
il-lhudi Elia, kabduh mit-triek tax-Xlendi, nizlu bih
mal uied, ghaddeu minn Sannat u uassluh Imgar
Xini fil hin li uasalna ahoa biz-zeug nisa. Fil viagg
imbaghad, ghal Barbaria, iltkajna ma bastiment tore li
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sejjer Costantinopli; fuku chien hemm mercant tal
Isiera: ta Rioles bieghuh, u haduh f'dicil bel&fejn miet,
chif tafu, uara sena. ¥ ' X

— U i¢-échejehen hija Guseppi xi hbaru? chif
spi¢éa ? Ktiltuh f'dic 1l-lejla ? staksa Ninu Mannér,
kalbu maksuma bil piena ghal dac collu li sama’,

— Hiie, Nin, ma ktilniehx ; tajnih I'ommoc malli
giet f’sessiha, u baka’ wmaghha ghal xi Zmien, sa-
chemm hi telkitu f'idejn habib bLiex jehu shiebu.

— Faan collu li ghidtilna, Lip, kallu Toni de
Nasis, ghddni biss ma nistax nifhem chif insab
maghcom Mariu Cassar, u compla maghcom id-delitt,
u issa ghidt li hu bla htjia!

— Gie imkarrak minni... ridt nixhet il htija
fuku. Cont naf i f'Paliermu, int, Nin, tlabtu li jehu
shieb ohtoc Lisa. Hu chien gharus banda tajba, lil
Govannilla, bint is-sur Lippu Vanjol. Din chien
iridba guvni iehor; dan xtrani bil flas biex nek-
ridlu lil gharus ta Cassar. Jien karrakt bih, uah-
haltlu f'mohhu li jinhtegilna nakbzu ghall Lisa,
u gharaft tant nahdem tajjeb b'mohhi, li uakkajtu
Isir ma l'ohrajn bla ma jaf min hu il htija. Fis-serk,
imbaghad, gaghsltu jahdem mieghi u ma l'ohrajn;
fehimtu li hemm bzonn nimxu bil malizia, nghinu fis-
serk lit-Toroc la darba inkbadna, biex incunu nistghu
il kuddiem nharrbu lil msejenin lsiera. Kbadtu fin-
nassa; jiena cont il htija coltha tieghw. .U jidhrilcom li
ma ghidtx is-sewua, x’hin l'euuel darba li iltkajna
f'Chemmuna, ghidtilcom Ii mita issiru tafu minn
jien, tibaeu tobghodu u tishtu l'isem tieghi, bhala
isem ta bniedem l'actar infami! Daks chemm cont
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chiefer, nzid nghedilcom, ma nafx chif 'art ma tin-
fetabhx ‘u tiblaghni!... [zda min jaf Alla hux kieghed
iZommni fid-dinja biex inhallas ghall dnubieti u ncun
ta gid lil minn ghamiltlu tant deni!...

— TAaf issa fejn jinsabu dauc li uakkajt fil jasar?
Ghamilt xejn xi haga biex issalvahom ? stakseuh
ilecoll flimehien bi hrara cbira.

— Naf fejn huma, u dac collu li stajt naghwmel,
ghamiltu biex nifdiehom. B'dan biss nista issa inhallas
b’xi mod id-delitt tieghi. Tistghu tahsbu liema hajja
imsejena kieghed inghaddi f'Chemmuna ma tifel u
Isir, imbieghed mill bnedmin, imghoddi ta mignun,
mizmum mit-Toroe ta spiun taghhom ghad-deni ta
daun il gzejjer... imma xejn ma ighodd, hakkni actar
minn dan ghal dnubieti u collox jiena ninsa ‘mita jasal
dac il hin li nara f'idejja lil daue li uakkajt fil jasar!...

— Chif, kabez mistghageb ta Mannar: tistenna
1i jigu t'ideje hemm f'Chemmuna lil dauc li uakkajt
fil jasar ? B'liema mod ? Chif jista icun katt dan ?

— Tistaghgeb, Nin, ghaliex ghadeec ma tafx bil
grajja collha. Ctnu afa li, ghalchemm cont tant
hazin, Alla messli kalbi, ftaht ghainejja, gharaft il

‘hazen tieghi, chienet grazzia cbira tal Madonna; imma

Alla u il Madonna nkdeu b'ohtoc Lisa biex imissuli
kalbi. Iva, Alla icollu  hniena winnha u minn
onmitha, - jehlishom 1nill jasar... dan biss li nixtiek
fid-dinja ! Die Lisa olitoe, Nin, ma hemmx xebba ohra
bhalha! oh, X’k alb {ajba'. oh, xi drauuiet heluin ghandha
u xi tiubija fil hajja taghha ! Cull x’hin niftacar, jigini
il bichi u naghraf dejjem actar chemm chienet cbira
il bzunija u lebusija ta kalbi! Minn floc ma bagh-
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ditni u sehtitni x’hin gharfet li jiena comnt il htija
tas-serk u il jasar taghha u ta ommha, fil hin'li cont
kieghed innizzilha fuk ix-xambic minn Chemmuna,
daret lejja u kaltli: “Lip, sejjer tixhitna fil jasar
lili ul'ommi... maghna sejjer tekred lil missieri, lil
hija u lil gharus tieghi, li daluakt imutu bil ghali...Ah!
Lip, ftacar li hemm Alla!... Ta din id-dinja collox
jaghddi; ma ftacar li trid tati cont tal ghamil tieghec
collu! Lip, jiena nahfirlec b’kalbi collha, u fil jasar
tieghi, dment li jien hajja, coljun nitlob il Madonna
ghalic biex tbiddilleec kalbec !...” Daun il cliem hauu-
duli kalbi; 'ghamil taghha il kuddiem biddilhieli ghal
collox : rgajt gejt f'Ghaudex, stkarrejt dnubieti ghand
il Patri Zarchi ta S. Uistin ; ridt nitlak id-dinja ghal
collox, imma dan ma hallinix: kalli li jiena jehtiegli
naghmel dmiri biex nifdi lil minn uakkajt fil jasar. Ir-
gajt sifirt, hlist mill jasar lil Mariu Cassar, hdimna bil
ghakal biex nehilsu liz-zeug nisa, sachemm hsibniha
xort’ohra. Infridna minn xulxin, hallejtu Girba sa-
chemm jirnexxilu, scont ma ftehimna, li nircievi fuk
xini torc haun f’Chemmuna, liz-zeug nisa. Izda issa
li intom tafu b’dana collu, nistghu niftehmu ahjar,
tistghu tatuna ghajnuna; imma hemm bzonn ta gha-
kal cbir, ghaliex keghdin naghmluha ma I'ghaghér
Toroe, m’hux ghalchemm tghaddilhom mill prua.

— Abna issibna ghal collox, kalulu I'erbgha hbieb
flimchien, imkar li in¢arcru demmna, biex nehil-
suhom mill jasar !

— Tuni zZmien ingharraf lii Mariu Cassar, imma
1fta ghajncom li tidhru izjed lejn Chemmuna.

Ftiehmu ghal mita jergghu Jxltakghu biex jarau
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x’ghandhom jaghmlu, u de Parisot ghamillu Vahhar
mistoksija u kallu :

— Taht idejn min jinsabu lIsiera f’'Girba, Lisa u
Margarit ?

— Taht idejn Pghaghar zeug Toroe, uiegbu Lippu
husbien; taht idejn I'ahua Dragutt, 1i Alla ibighedhom
dejjem minn daun il gzejjer taghna !...

Chellu il ghaliex jibza Lippu minn daun iz-zeugt
ahua, li chellhom il kuddiem ihabbta tant Jil daun iz-
7eug grejjer u lil Ordni ta S. Guann u icunu is-suhta
tal gzira taghna ta Ghaudex,

XIIL
FGirba.

L’ahua Dragutt, li-ghandhom sehem tant cbir fli
storia tal gZejjer taghna, imsejjhin mit-Toroc I'ahua
Dorghud, chienu zeug gharab imueldin fil fakar {'rahal
ta Anatolia. Minn ¢cunithom hargu minn pajjishom,
siefru u telghu lejn 'Argiel u dahlu maz-zeug cursari
Barbarossa, ’aebar hallelin ta fuk: il bahar f’dac iz-
zmien u li chicnu il biza tas-saltniet ta I'insara. Daun
gharfu malajr il curagg, il hila uil ghakal taz-zeugt
aliua Dragut, stmauhom ghalhece u nkdeu bihom fis-
serk contra l'insara, u uara ftit taz-zmien fdaulhom
xuieni taht idejhom armati tajjeb biex jahdmu bi-
hom ghal rashom, imma ghan-nom taghhom. F’kasir
zmien, Dragut chibru bis-serk, ix-xzorti ghenithom,
rauumu armata sabieha fuk il bahar, kisruha ma
Barbarossa, saru kauuijin bhalhom u aghar minnhom
ghall insara. Hacmu taht idejhom il gzira ta Girba u
artijiet ohra fid-dahla ta Gabes, krib din il gzira, u
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tant ghaddeu il kuddiem, li 'armata taghhom saret il
biza ta 'armati tas-saltniet ta l'insara ul'acbar ghadu
taPOrdni ta S. Guann fil gejjer taghna. Mohhom chien
jilhkilhom seuua; ghas-serk hadd ma chien johodhom;
colma jahkmu, gid u nies, icareruh lejn Girba taghhom;
bosta winn niesna bil gid taghhom, cavalieri ta 1'Or-
dni, dghajjes u xuieni armati uvakghu taht idejhom.
Ghallinkas, immna, il-lsiera taht idejhom ma chienux
ibatu; chienu igibu ruhhom tajjeb maghhom, u actarx
irodduhom, basta jakelghu minn fukhom ir-raghan li
icunu iridu. Ghalchemnm P'insara collha chienu mib-
bghudin minnhom, l'acbar mibgheda taghhom imma
chienet migbura fuk iz-zeug giejjer taghna, Malta u
Ghaudex, billi f'daun chien jinsdb minn ftit zmien
I'Ordni ta S. Guann, li Takua fehma li chellu chienet
li jekred it-Toroc bhala ghedeuua ta I'insara. Imma
fost daun ii-zeug gzejjer, Ghaudex chien ghal Dra-
gatt l'art tal cbira mibeghda tieghu, fuk li ghéd il
kuddiem teunu tafuh minn din i storia.

M’hux ghalxejn, immela, Lippu, is-Sajjed ta Chein-
muna, uira ui¢é husbien u imgholli x’hin kal lil erbgha
hbieb, il Lisa u ommha Margarit chienu Isiera taht
idejn 'ahua Dragutt fil gzira ta Girba.

Fil marsa ta din il gzira, chien jinsab misrah cbir,
fejn, barra, mill cammer¢ ta Paftarijet 1i jidhlu u jo-
horgu mill belt, chien isir ix-xiri u il beigh tal Isiera.

Zeug diar cbar, faécata tal bahar, chienu ighalka
dan il misrah'min-nahha ta fuk, il-uahda tal ahua Dra-
gutt u Pohira ta uiehed ghani spanjol, Carlu Garzes,
mercant tal lsiera. Dan chien miZzzeuued, imma ulied
ma chellux: hu u martu Rachela, maklubin it-tnejn
ghal ligi ta Maumeéttn, xhah sa barra, ma chellhomx



6

— Tiginix bil prietchi ! kaltilha fil hin 1i kamet
bil uiekfa v tdtha dakka ta harta. Tbighed minni, u
mr il geuua ; malli jigi Zeugi u il captan ta Dragutt,
nergghu nithaddtu u jibdielec mill cliem 1i ghidtli!...

Il-lsira, b'rasha baxxa u b'ghainejha collha dmugh,
tbieghdet mnejn sidtha, dahlet fis id-dar, inghalket
f’eamra, nizlet ghar-rcubtejha u kalet b'kalbha mak-
suma bil piena: “Virgni Maria, Omm Alla 1 Omm
tieghi, tini kauua biex niehu eollox minn idejn Gest,
biex nibka kauwija fil fidi; ehlisni winn dan il chiefer
jasar, tini il grazzia narga nara il gzira ta Ghaundex
u lil niesi! Ghaxar snin ili n’tolboec din il grazzia;
ismaghni, oh Maria }”

XIV.
Kalb ta Ghaudxi!

Uara xi siegha, dahal fid-dar ta 1i spanjol Garzes,
captan tal cursari l'ahua Dragutt, ghadu fiz-Zmien,
actarx tuil, minn ui¢éu u ghainejh chien juri rhakal
u dehen ebir. Chien donnu mdorri jidhol f'din id-déar
ghaliex baka’ tiela dritt il fuk bla ma hadl tnitfes;
baka’ diehel f'ghorfa fejn sib Iil sidt id-dar, lil Ra-
chela. Selmilha bi tbissima, u kallha:

— Sinjura, gejt natic 'ahbar li actarx ghada jeu
inchella din il gimgha sejjer nitlak minn Girba.

— Chif chien, sur Cassar; ghaliex sejjer thallina ?
uiegbitu Rachela.

— Baghtu ghalija 'ahua Dragutt, biex dlone im-
mur b’xini niltaka maghhom fid-dakla ta Gabes, fejn
ghandhom xi hutistax il xini ghalehemm jitilku ucoll.

— Fejn sejjrin tmorru?




6l

— Dragutt geu jafu li bosta xuieni ta 'Ordni ta
S. Guann ta Malta jinsabu Skallis; ghandna immorru
krib Ghaudex nistenneuhom biex natuhom is-salt.
I7da, jece m’hinix nara hazin, Rachela, narac husbiena,
imdejka... Gralec xi haga mill gdid ?

— Chiecu taf, sur Cassar, dic il halja Isira ta Sefira
x’sahna tatni!... Iggib ruhha mieghi bhalchiecu li jiena
il-lsira tahha u hi sidti! Naghli ghaliex xtrajta
minn ghand Dragutt; u li ma contx inti, sur Cassar,
ma contx nixtrieha. Imma jiena imbieghha mill’actar
fis; diga tauni prezz tajjeb taghha, izda kabel xejn ir-
rid nhallasha talli nakset mieghi!

— Imma jiena nahseb li fl’lahhar tobdic, Rachel, u
tcompli max-xeuka taghna, takleb ghal ligi tal cbir
profeta Maumettu, u hece ma iecolcomx xi tghidu izjed
minnha. Lsira bhal Sefira, li takdic minn collox, le ma
issibha katt.

— Ghadec bit-tama li takleb maghna, ghax ma
contx mieghi biex tara x’ilsien tatni malli tarraftilha
chelma! Cont nahseb li l'ibbusija ta rasha chienet
gejja mn'ommha. Beghidta minnha, kridthielha chif
taf; immma bi actar uebbset rasha !

— Jiena, Rachel, nahseb li indauuarha; nuriha
it-tigrib li tinsib fih, imbezzaghha b'dac li gara l'om-
mha u nahseb nirnexxiha.

— Trid tipprova ? Okghod haun u daluakt nib-
ghathielec ; imma, narga nghidlee, li sejjer tispara
ghall’ajru, m’intix sejjer iddauuarba ! :

Is-sinjura Garzes harget mill ghorfa u vara kasir
zmien dahlet Sefira, bakghet sejjra b'ghainejha baxxi
fl'art sa fejn il captan u kaltlu b'lehen imrighed, imma
li juri fli stess hin il kauua ta kalbha:
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— Sur Cassar, sidti kaltli li ghandec xi tghidli;
gejt biex incompli il cmand taghha, imma bil patt
kabel xejn, li ma issemmili ebda haga fuk ir-religion
imkaddsa tieghi.

— Lis, kallha il captan, ghadec bil fehwna, hux
tasseu, li tibka shieha fil-Ligi nisranija ?

— Sur Cassar, li ma contx tatha bizzejjed lil Lisa
bint il Hdachem ; cont nahfirhielee din il mistoksija !
Izda int tafni bizzejjed; ma hemmx ghalfejn nidhaddtu

tarx, immela, nitolboe, il hemm Ii ninsab fih !...

— Imma, Lis, jiena ghadni ma ghedtlec xejn;
ghaliex tohodha mieghi! Staksejtec biss intix bil feh-
ma li tichad il Ligi nisranija...

-— Jiena hsibtu ghaliex sidti baghtitni kuddie-
mec; drabijiet ohra kuddiemha stess u maghha ghamil-
tli din il mistoksija ! Tahseb, sur Cassar, li jiena sejjra
naka’ fil genn tieghec, nic¢had I'imkaddsa religion tie-
ghi nisranija, li fiha ghal grazzia t’Alla tuelidt u trab-
bejt, ni¢chad lil mahbub tieghi Gesu ! Lé, dan ma icun
katt ! Haun jien biex nibka fil jasar, biex ingarrbu
actar ahrax, inxerred demnmi collu, imma li nakleb
maghcom, ma icun katt ! Lisa ta Mannér hija kauuija
taghcom ! Hsibtu li sejjrin tirbhuni billi bghedtuni
mill'imsejena ommi u kridtuhieli!... Isthi, Cassar, isthi
mill ghamnil tieghec ! Biex tilhak captan ma I'ghedeuua
ta 'insara, Dragutt, ti¢had il Fidi 1i uasslilna Alla fil
giejjer taghna ma Missierna S. Paul ? U issa trid ucoll
tuakka lili ?! Ma chienx bizzejjed li uakkajtni fil ja-
sar ma limsejcna ommi u hija, li gaghaltni insofri
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tant ! trid ucoll tisrakli il Fidi nisranija! Chemm
complejt tajjeb il ueghda li ghamilt lil hija f’Paliermu,
li tharisni minn ta Rioles! Chemm icollha ghaliex
tifrah, habibti u gharuétec Govanilla, mita tisma bli
storia tieghec u issib li habbet infami u traditur!

— Biiizejjed, Lis, uegibba ta Cassar b'ui¢é helu,
imma li juri kalb imnicta sa l'ahhar. Kghadt smajtec
bis-sabar biex naghraf chif izzommni f'kalbec. Issa
nitolboc li tisma lili, ghaliex ili nistenna dan il hin li
fih neun nista inchelmee bla hadd ma jismaghna. Ah!
1is ohti, li cont tista takra f’kalbi sabiex taghraf
chemm inti imkarka il hsiebijiet tieghec!... Chiecu ma
issejahlix infami, traditur ! ma contx tueggaghli kalbi
b'tant cliem ! Ili mal ghaxar snin f'daun I’artijiet,im-
bieghed min-niesi u minn pajjizi minthabba fic u om-
moc Margarit, haristlec hajtec bosta drabi u f'Tunes,
u f'Gabes u haun t'Girba: ghaddejt snin fil jasar, cont
ghoddni tant drabi tlift hajti; hlistlec lil hie Ninu
mill meut fi Tripli bla ma stajt nurih minn jien; u
uara dan, issejjahli infami, traditur!... Nithabat b’hilti
collha biex naghmillec il gid u int dejjem tibka izzom-
mni b'ghadu tieghec; katt ma temminni, immela, li cont
fis-serk tieghee ma Rioles u mna l'ohrajn ghaliex gejt
mkarrak ? ma tajticx provi biziejjed biex tnehbi dan
il hsieb hazin li ghandec fuki ! j

— M’hux inti, jakau, sur Cassar, uegbitu Lisa
b'uiéé husbien, m’hux int beghtli u kridtli 'ommi? Ma
klibtx u sirt torc; ma intix habib tal kalb ma I’akua
ghedeuua li ghandi ?

— Fridtee mn'ommoc ? iva, jien bighedtha minn
din id-dir, imma biex haristilha hajjitha, bla ma jafu
siedec, u illum tinsab f’post tajjeb taht idejja. Nidher
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habib ta Dragutt, captan maghhom contra l'insara, ha-
bib ta Riolesu ta din it familja,u ma dan collu kieghed
naghmlu biex inkarrak bihom sabiex jirnexxili nehli-
scom mill jasar ! Ghalihom li-maklub maghhom, liebes
ta Tore, imma f’kalbi, 'eghzez li ghandi, hia il fidi ni-
sranija; u jien haun biex in¢aréar demmi ghaliha; imma
kieghed nuri haga b'ohra ; u dan collu minfhabba fic u
ommoe, Lis, minghajr ma nistenna ebda hlas ghajr
Ji naghmel il gid u incompli mal ueghda li ghamilt
lil hne f'Paliermu u inti tigi tgharaf li ma hiniex
ghadu tieghec ! ’

— Jece, sur Cassar, tatini prova ¢ara ta dana
collu li ghidtli, jiena nemnec u inzommoc blacbar
habib li jista icolli !

— Ghadec mna emmintx eliemi ? Trid prova biex
temminni ? Hu din littra, chitbithielec omimnoe, u tiha
tghidlee ghandiex tokghod ghall cliemi; prova ohra
natihielee illum stess, x’hin tarani ma hue Ninu, u mal
captan de Nasis I'gharus tieghec, u ma...

— Fejn ? trid issa tidhac bija? uiegbitu collha
mistaghgba fil hin li hadet littra mnidu u ghafsitha
ma kaibha.

— Haun stess, Lis, f'din il belt! Kis biss li tagh-
raf tkarrak bhali, ghal ftit granct ohra, bl'ghedeuua
taghna, u f'kasir zmien nurihom x’taf taghmel kalb
ta Ghaudxi !

— Jece, habib, hua tasseu dan li ghidtli illum,
m’hux biss nitolboe tahfirli mill cliem li bih uaggajtec,
imma nueghdec ucoll li imbierchec ghall hajti collha !

—- B'dan biss, Lis, tcun tista thallasni!

———r



XV.
Il Harba

Bhal ma kallha Mariu Cuassar lis-sinjura spanjola
Rachela, 'ahua Dragutt chienu jinsabu f'id-dahla ta
Gabes Lix-suieni taghhom armati tajjeb bl'ahjar nies
u b’dac collu li jinhtieg ghal xi salt fuk P'ghedenua,
jistenneu minn mument ghal iehor il hin li jitilku
ghal fuk il gzejjer taghna, bil hsieb li jaghmlu xi
priza fuk =xi bastiment ta 'insara jeu fuk ix-xuieni
ta 'Ordni ta Malta, 1i chienu keghdin ibahhru bejn
Malta u Tripli. Mariu Cassar, caj tan ma Dragutt u
rajjes ta uahda mix-xuieni taghhom, baka’, chif rajna,
f’Girba bix-xini tieghu, miftihem Ii jiltaka’ ma Dra-
gutt f'Gabes, biex jibka sejjer ghal corsa li riedu jagh-
mlu. Izda, il bsieb ta Cassar chien li kabel xejn jah-
chem fuk ix-xini tieghu lil Lisa u 'ommha, biex mita
jigu bix-xuieni fuk il gzejjer taghna jicconsennahom
bil mohbi lis-Sajjed ta Chemmuna ; imma issa daue
I'erbgha hbieb li uaslu f'Girba, mibghutin mis-Sajjed,
biddlulu il hsieb ta mohhu: deherlu 1t chien ahjar li
malli jahichem iz-7eug ilsiera fuk ix-xini tieghu, jer-
hilha ghal Malta bla ma ighaddi minn Gabes. Biddel
ghalhecc l'ismijiet tal Cavalier de Parizot, ta Ninu bin
il Hachem u ta Bernard Dopuo u ghamilhom bahrin
fuk ix-sini tieghu, u Zamw micghu art lil Toni de
Nasis, I'gharus ta Lisa, liebes ta mercant gharbi tal
Isiera. Il ghada  filchodu, daun it-tnejn flimchien
chienu fil misrah kuddiem il palazz ta li Spanjol,
keghdin jiftehmu fuk ix-xiri ta erbgha nisa Isiera.
Sidhom, gharbi, bi ftit cliem ftichem ma ta de Nasis
fuk il prezz taghhom, kabad f'idejh il flas u ircieva

2
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mill captan Cassar rigal, fil hin li haliflu li collox
- jibka mohbi. Uahda minn dauna l'erbgha nisa, chienet
~ Margarit omm Lisa, li uara kasir Zmien nsabet fuk
ix-xini ta Cassar, tghannak ma sidirha lil binha Ninu
uara ghaxar snin ta firda.

Fil hin li kuddiem il palazz ta i Spanjol sar il
bejgh li semmejna, f'tieka minn dan il palazz xirfet
uahda lIsira, gharfet lil captan Cassar, dehrilha li tafu
ucoll lil mercant tal-lsiera li chellu mieghu, ittendiet
li chien de Nasis, gharfet 'ommha, fost dauc il-lsiera li
xtara: eluf ta hsebijiet bdeu ghaddejjin minn mohha;
kalbha ma seteghtx izzomm izjed, ghajtet ghajta bla
ma ntebhet, taha bhal rakd ir-ruh, chienet ghoddha
uekghet uaranijiet, nizlet fuk siggu bilkgheda : uara
frit rat chif ghamlet u kamet targa tittauual, imma
xejn ma sabet milli rAt kabel u kabdet tahseb li
chienet xi holma, li ratux gejj lejn il palazz lil ta
Cassar, li rafa’ ghainejh lejha u ghamizha biex tinzel.
Malli dahal geaua, sabha mieghu, kallha ftit cliem taht
il-lsien, urietu li fehmitu collox u infirdu minn xul-
zin bla ma hadd rahom. Ta Cassar kal lil 1i spanjol
Carlu Garzes, 1i f'dic il-lejla chellu jitlak bix-xini
tieghu ghal Gabes biex jiltaka ma Dragutt, u urieh
ix-seuka li chellu li kabel ma jitlak imur jaghmillu
ziarva fil palazz, flimchien nal ahjar babhrin tax-xini
tieghu. Ghogbitu din lil li spanjol u dan ueghdu li
iuasslu imbaghad sa fuk ix-xini la icunu ser jitilku.

Uara inzul ix-zemx, li Spanjol lakagh fil palazz
tieghu b'ferh cbir lil captan Cassar b'ghoxrin mill
bahrin tax-xini tieghu, skiehom mill ahjar xorb,
tahhrilhomn il hila cbira ta I'ahua Dragutt, u xte-
kilhom i jullemu taht idejhom il flotta ta I'Ordni ta
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S. Guann bil giejjer taghhom. Li Spanjol, martu
Rachela u il bahrin gharab, bil ferh xorbu ftit iz-
zejjed, haga li chien jixtieka u hasbilba il captan Cas-
sar; iz-la dan, ma xi ftit ohra, baka’ rasu f’locha seuua.
Hin bla uvakt, x’hin chien dalam gmielu, bla ma ntebah
hadd, hireg uiehed mill bahrin, Ninu Mannér, nizel
bil mohbi isfel, dahal fil gnien, naza il-libsa ta bahri,
telakha f'idejn uahda Isira, dlone kabez il hajt tal
gnien u baka’ sejjer fuk ix-xini ta Cassar. Il-lsira
libset minnufih die il libsa, stahbiet f'camra fejn il bieb
tal bieb ta barra, u uakt li hergin il bahrin, inghak-
det ma l'euuel sitta; u ftit uara, Lisa, liebsa ta bahri,
sabet ruha fi hddn ommha fuk ix-xini. Ma nofs il-lejl,
ix-xini ta Cassar, b’ziffa rih tajba, telak mill port ta
Girba, bit-tama li ma jumejn jidhlu Malta.

Mariu Cassar, collu ferhian li sa issa collox irnix-
xielu seuua, halla l'erbgha hbieb tieghu ghassa fil
prua, mar fil poppa fejn chien hemm Margarit ma
Lisa ghadha liebsa ta bahri, hadilha b'idha u kallha
taht il-lsien :

— Lis, aghmel il hila ! ftit sieghat ohra incunu
barra mit-tigrib! Itlob lil Madonna li tiscansana. Mar-
garit, x’jidhirlec ? hsibnihiex bil ghakal ?

— Il hila u id-dehen tieghec ried icun, sur Cas-
sar, uiegbet Margarit.

— Issa naf seuna chemm habbejtnal...kaltlu Lisa.

Tisfira mill prua, tv sinjal lil ta Cassar li chien
hemm xi haga; iz-zeug nisa bdeu jirtoghdu bil biza,
x’hin rau lil Cassar ihallihom u jitlak mghaggel lejn
il prua.

— Xi gralcom? kél lil hbiebu malli resak fejnbom.
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— Jidhirli, kallu il Cavalier La Vallette, 1i fuk
ir-rih taghna ghandna xi bastimenti.

— Jiena deherli li rajthom ucoll, kabez de Nasis.

— Iva, rajtu tajjeb, kal b'ui¢éu collu husbien ta
Cassar, u f'dan -il post krib Girba iridu icanu xi
xuieni minn ta Dragutt !...

Mariu Cassar ma marx imkarrak Chienetil flotta
ta Dragutt, gejja mid-dahla ta Gabes ghal Girba.

— X’sejjrin naghmnlu ? staksieh Ninu ta Mannar.
Lemhuna... ma nistghux naharbuhom !

— Il harba, ghallissa, spic¢éat! kal ta Cassar.
Niccombattu wma nistghiux b’xini uiehed ; izda, la
tibzghux, hallu f’idejja, morru ahbu liz-Zeug nisa, lili
halluni nahdi fil prua, il ghakal u il curagg biss jist-
ghu isalvauna !

Il Captan ghamel sinjal lix-xuieni ta Dragutt u
irhielha bix-xini tieghu ghal fukhom,

XVI.
Fuk iz-zuieni ta Dragutt

Ix-xini tal Captan Cassar, siegha uara chien ma
genb ta l'ahua Dragutt; izde, b'ghageb tieghu, dan it-
tenda li mill hwistax il xini li chellhom Dragutt fid-
dahla ta Gabes, haun chienu hamsa u b’sid taghhom
chellhom lil Dragutt iz-zghir. Sar jaf inalajr li I'ghaxar
xuieni l'ohra bakghu f'Gabes u li daun il hamsa chienu
sejjrin f'Girba biex jitghabbeu bil provision ta lichel
li nakashom u li chienu jahtiguh kabel ma jitilku ghal
corsa fuk il gzejjer taghna. Dragatt ta’ ordni lil cap-
tan Cassar biex ihalli ix-xini tieghn u jerhih fidejn
captan iehor, u hu jehu uiehed mill hamsa I'ohra u jibka
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sejjer mieghu t’Girba. Dan l'ordni, chif jista jahseb
min ked jakra, gieb tahuid u biza tal genn fuk ix-xini
tieghu, ghaliex ileoll sabu ruiehhom bejn in-nar u Il'il-
ma, ma jafux x’sejjrin jaghmlu biex jehilsu minn din il
bi¢éa li giet fukhom bla hsieb. Imma ta. Cassar ma
chienx minn daue 1i jaktghu jieshom, chien jaf jakbi il
biza u jehles minn cull burrasca li taka’ fuku. Nizel
minnufih fuk ix-xini ta Dragutt, imlielu mohhu Ii ix-
xuieni maltin jinsabu krib Girba u ghalhecc ghandu
bzonn ifittex imur f'Gabes javza lil huh ; u gharaf tant
igibhielu tajjeb li imlieh bil biza u dlonc hallih m’hux
biss li jissocta il viagg tieghu ghal Gabes, imma ic-
cmanda ucoll i uahda mill hames xuieni tieghu tmur
tuasslu f'Gabes, biex, jecc jiltakghu ma I'ghedeuus,
icunu jistghu jehduha maghhom. Ghalchemm dan
ix-xini lil ta Cassar chien jista jisuielu ta ttixchil,le
ma tniffes, bil hsieb i jehles minnu b’xi dbischil iehor.
Fost ghajjat ta Allah ! infirdu minn xulxin; 'erbgha
xuieni ta Dragutt bakghu sejjrin Girba, u ta Cassar
max-xini iehor, ghal Gabes. L’euuel hsieb tal captan
Cassar chien, uara li tfihem wa hbiebu, 1i jitla fuk
ix-xini l'iehor, jara x’nies u x’kauua fih, biex imbaghad
jarau chif jistghu jehilsu minnu. Malli nizel fuku, il
captan tieghu, li chien Tore, ferah bih u beda jurih
dac collu li chellu fuk ix-xini tieghu.

— Jiena armat tajjeb, kallu it-Tore; ix-xini li
ghandi hua mill’ahjar li ghandhom Dragutt, biss haga
uahda ghandi tbezzaghni jece katt jahbat li niltakghu
ma l'ghedeuua. :

— U x’hini ? staksieh Mariu Cassar.

— Il kaddiefa tista tghid li collha Isiera; nibza li
jirvillauli £'xi takbida ma I'ghedeuua u itelfuli eollox.
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— U xi Isierajhuma ? raga tarraflu Mariu.

— Mlakktin minn haun u minn hinn, lactarx
minn Tunes u I’Argiel ; u nahseb 1i fosthom ghandi
xihadd malti.

— Malti ? Il Maltin, hija, ibia minnhom ; xejn la
tafdahom; u jece’trid, dauc li ghandec biza minnhom,
nixthuhom fuk ix-xini tieghi! Lili ma ibezighunix, ma
ghandix bosta Isiera bhalec. Izda halli narahom u in-
chellimhom ftit kabel sejn:

Cassar halla lil captan torc u nizel f’kiegh ix-xini
jara u ichellem lil-Isiera, biex jecc isib xi Malti jara
jighrux mieghu.

Imma, malli varrab mnejn il captan u chien rie-
sak fejn il-1siera, uiehed mill bahrin gibdu minn urajh
u sefsiflu bil Isien taghna malti :

— Inti Ghaudxi ! Ara tichadli!

Ghalechemmm chien ta hilaebira, daun il chelmiet
lil Mariu tilfula 'almu; ghamel ruhu micxuf, sar isfar
_ bhal mejjet bla ma uiegeb ebda chelma.

— Inti Ghaudxi u minn ta Cassar!raga kallu;
nafec tajjeb!

Cassar xehet ghainejh imbezzghin fuk il bahri
u staksieh collu imrieghed :

— Int min int?

— Ghidli, kabel xejn, u bla biza, i int Ghaudxi;
nahseb li Alla lakkaghni mieghec !...

Il captan, x’hin rah micxuf, ghamel il hila chemm
sata’ u uiegbu:

— Jiena Ghaudxi; imma jece jien Ghaudxi, int
trid tcun Malti.
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— Jiena Ghaudxi bhalee, u nitolboc icolloe hniena

— Min int?

— Jiena Toni Platamun, hu Margarit, mart il
Héchem Indri Manpéar... Dil habta, ibni Ciceu jinsib
HAchem f"Ghaudex. Izda ma hiniex uahdi haun; mie-
ghi jinsab il-lsir Ghaudxi iehor...

— Min hu?

— Cola Mannar, hu il Hichem Indri;dac li jinsab
hinn bejn daue iz-zeug Toroe.

Ta Cassar baka’ niexef bil ghageb ghal daun il
cliem. Toni Platamun u Cola Mannar, li uekghu
Isiera minn zZmien tuil, cullhadd chien jaghmilhom
mejtin, u issa hu isibhom Isiera fuk ix-xuieni ta
Dragutt !... Issocta Cassar idur u jars il-lsiera, resak
imbaghad fejn il captan torc u raga kallu biex jehilsu
minn ftit mill Isiera billi jehodhom fuk ix-xini tieghu.
Uara ftit, iz-zeug Ghaudxin, ma xi lsiera ohra, chienu
fuk ix-xini ta Cassar. Iz-zeug xuieni infirdu minn
xulxin; ta 1'Ghaudxi zammet il barra u tbeghdet
seuua mill’'ohra sachemm dalam.

Ir-rieh chien tajjeb seuua ghal Malta; il captan
Cassar icmanda li jinfethu il kluh collha, telak it-tmun
fidejn Toni Platamun u kallu minn taht il-Isien:

— Tén, prua ghal Malta, u Alla jatihielna tajba !
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XVIL
Mehlusin mill jasar

Fil gzejjer taghna, ma chienu jafu =ejn b'dac li
chien kieghed jigri f’Girba u fuk ix-xuieni ta Dra-
gutt ; hadd ma chien jahseb li uahda minn daun ix-
xuieni ta dan il ebir ghadu, chienet f'idejn il Ghaudxin
u Maltin u gejja b’dauc, li tant familji, kraba u hbieb,
chienu becheuhom bhal mejtin. Toni Platamun, mis-
sier Ciceu, li f'dan iz-Zmien ta 1i storia taghna chien
il Hichem ta Ghaudex, u Cola Mannar, iz-ziu ta Lisa,
hu missierha, imuekkghin Isiera minn tant snin bla ma
hadd ma sama’ ahbarhowmn izjed, cullhadd chien jagh-
milhom mejtin; li stess haga chienu jahsbu minn
Margarit, mart il Haichem Indrl, u minon uliedba lLisa u
ic-cchejchen Gruseppi, misrukin ma hdax il sena kabel.
Dic ix-xnigha li chienet harget ftit granet nara dan
is-serk, li igifieri Mariu Cassar, I'gharus ta Govanilla
Vanjol, chien il hati, minnfloc ma nakset. actar ghad-
diet il kuddiem; fuk coliox, mita dan ma dehers izjed
til giira taghna, cullhadd ghamlu, jece m’hux il hati,
ghallankus sieheb f'dac id-delitt. Govanilla, li chienet
taghraf il kalb tajba ta Mariu, katt ma riedet tem-
men b'dana collu; izda, xi drabi, mita bdeu jaghddu
is-snin minghajr ma semghet izjed ebda ahbar tieghu,
chienet tibda kalbha tniggizha, imma il Cappillan ta
S. Sabina, Dun Indri de Federici, habib tal familja
taghha, li chien jafu tajjeb lil ta Cassar, chien bi
cliemu itajjrilha cull hsieb hazin li chien jigiha fuku,
isabbarha li hu m’hux héti minn dan id-delitt u' iuis-
siha dejjem sabiex titlob I'Assunta ghalieh, biex Alla
igibu f'Ghaudex kauui u shieh. Il Hachem Indri,
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uara id-disgrazzi collha li uakghu fuk il familja tieghu,
cieda il emand tal gzira, lahak minflocu, chif ghedna,
Ciccu Platamun, hu martu Margarit, u hu ingabar
fdara, beda wa jaghmilha ma hadd u ma irid jAf
b’xejn; I'imsejchen, mifni u mitmum bil ghali, xjieh ka-
bel iz zmien ; bakghu biss hbieb tieghu, chif chienu
ucoll ta ibnu Ninu, il captan Toni de Nasis, li chien
gharus ta bintu, li skalli Bernard Dopuo u il Cavalier
de Parisot La Vallette,li mita chien jigi Ghaudex chien
jaghddi dic il gurnata mieghu. Ix-xuejjah kata’ jiesu
ghal collox li jarga jara f'din id-dinja lil martu u lil
uliedu ; is-Sultan Isleadam, li billi chien mahbub
minnu chellu xi tama fih, miet fis-sena 1534, ftit
snin uara is-serk tal familja tieghu, varajh lahak Sul-
tan Pietru del Ponte, li chien igibu tajjeb ucoll, iida
. miet uara sena; lahak imbaghad Desideriu de Santa
Jalla biex dam sena biss; u uara il meut ta dan, il
Cunsill ghazel fis-sen 1536 lil Fra Guanni d’Omedes,
ragel xuejjah, b’ghajn vahda, ta kalbu hazina, 1 ftit
chien jimpurtah mid-disgrazzi ta I'ohrajn u ftit u xejn
chien jahmilha il gzira ta Ghaudex, ghalhece l'imsej-
chen Mannér compla kata’ jiesu u ma chienx jixtiek
izjed hlief il meut.

Gurnata uahda, filghodu, mas-sebh, jilmhu minn
Malt1 u minn Ghaudex xini tore in-nahha ta Nofs-In-
har, gejj b'rieh tajjeb u kauui lejn il gzejjer taghna.
Avzau l'is-Sultan d'Omedes; dan icemanda li johorgu
minnufih mill port Zeug xuieni armati contra tieghu;
f’Ghaudex, Ciccu Platamun, il Héchem, gabar malajr
ig-suldati, kassamhomn mistohbijin 1i Mgar, Mgar Xini
u ix-Xlendi, biex jecc katt in-nies tax-xini tore jinzlu
f'art, jatuhom is-salt ghal gharrieda. Ix-xini, kabel
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xejn ma uaslu it-tnejn ta Malta, baka’ diehel bejn iz-
zeug giejjer, resak fejn Chemmuna u uakaf fid-dahla
ta S. Niclau. Rauh minn Ghaudex lis-Sajjed ta Chem-
muna jersak fejnu bil cajjic tieghu, jinzlu tnejn mie-
ghu u jerhulha ghal li Mgar. Din il biééa imliet b'gha-
geb lil cullhadd u tatu x’jahseb m’hux ftit lil Hichem
Platamun, li kaghad bi ftit suldati mieghu fix-xatt
jistennihom jersku. Izda, liema chien I'ghageb tieghu
£’hin jilmah fuk il e¢\yjjic, malli korob seuua, lil Ninu
Mannar, hu Lisa, u lil Mariu Cassar mal Mignun ta
Chemmuna ?! Haseb li kieghed johlom, bhal ma riedx
jemmen lil ghainejh stess! Malli ta Mannér nizel
fl’art, mar fuk il Haichem, kallu fi ftit cliem il fatt ta
dac ix-xini torc misruk lil ahua Dragatt u minn
huma il mahrubin lil ghandu fuku. Platamun, mimli
bil ferh, chellu mitt sena sachemm jaghnnak ma sidru
lil missieru Toni Platamun, 'ohtu Margarit, lil bintha
Lisa u lil hbieb tieghu, ordna malajr li jaghmlu is-
sinjal lix-xini biex jidhol li Mgér, li jingabru hemm
is-suldati collha, u baghat javza lin-nies tal Castell
L’ahbar li giet Lisa, bint il Hachem, ommha Margarit,
Toni Platamun, Cola Mannar u Mariu ta Cassar griet
bhal lehha ta berka malajr ma Ghaudex collu, u cull-
hadd irhielha jigri lejn 1i Mgar.

Malli ix-xini tore hareg mid-dahla ta S. Niclau u
beda jersak lejn li Mgar, jaslu ghal fuku ii-Zeug xuieni
li chien baghad is-Sultan d’Omedes; imma il mahrubin
malli rauhom korbu fukhom, bdeu ighajjtu: “Viva
'Assunta !... Viva S. Guann !...” Il Cavalieri u il Mal-
tin taz-zeug xuieni fehmu malajr x’chienet il biééa,
resku fejnhom, u x’hin saru jafu chif harbu minn Gir-
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ba, il ghajjat ta ferh chien uisk cbir. Ii-ieug xuieni
bakghu sejjrin maghhom lejn i Mgar.

Ma insibx cliem haun biex nfissrilcom li gara
x’hin nizlu ix-xatt daue li chienu mahrubin fuk ix-
xini tore; chienet siegha ta ferh u ta ghors ebir, li actar
uiched jista jahsibha, inchella ighidha bil cliem. Cull-
hadd irid jarahowm, cullhadd irid jaf chif harbu, I'isemn
ta Mariu Cassar beda jigri imfahbar fuk il Isien cull-
hadd, lil Lisa, fost ghajjat ta ferh, refghuha fuk I'idejn.
U ma chien jakau xierak dan il ferh 7 Il Hachem, ix-
xuejjah Indrl Mannér, uara tant snin, isib bla hsieb
lil martu, lil bintu, lil huh, lil Margarit, u Lisa u Cola
Mannar; il Hachem, Ciceu Platamun, isib lil missseru,
uara li chien tant behieh bhala wmejjet, u lil zitu Mar-
garit ; il familja ta Cassar issib lil Mariu, uara li minn
imien chienet ghamlitu mitluf; u Govanilla Vanjol
chellha ix-xorti cbira li targa tiltaka ma lgharus
taghha, Mariu Cassar.

Dic il-lejla, il Gran Castell ta Ghaudex saret festa
mill poplu collu; u I'ghada geu bosta Maltin jitirhu lil
familji ta Mannar, ta Platamun u ta Cassar u lil dauc
li, bi cbir tigrib ta hajjithom, helsu lil l'imsejenin
Isiera minn taht idejn P'ahua Dragutt.

XVIII
Mahfra imhallsa

Fost dauc collha li chienu uakghu Isiera f'dac il
lejl tas-serk tal familja ta Mannar, chien jonkos biss
i¢-échejehen Guseppi, hu Lisa,li chif ghedna gi® misruk
ma l'ohrajn, u ommu Margarita, biex tehilsu mill meut,
chienet icconsinnatu, permezz ta Lippu is-Sajjed ta
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Chemmunag, f'idejn uiehed Isir malti fil belt ta Tunes.
Ebda ahbar katt izjed ma instemghet tuku, cullhadd
ghalhece ghamlu mejjet. Minn dac li intkal minn daue
li uaslu Ghaudex mehlusin mill jasar, katt ma sata’
jati ahbar fuk din it-tarbija; ingharaf imma b'mod
éar i Mariu Cassar chien bla htija f'dac is-serk, u li
il htija collha chienu ta Rioles, il missier u ibnu, li
inkdeu bil hzunija ta Lippu, is-Sajjed ta Chemmuna,
Cullbadd sar jat chif dan, biex iservi lil ta Rioles fil
hsieb hazin taghhom, uakka Isir minn Chemmuna lil
Captan tal warina Toni Platamun, hu Margarit, u ie-
cunsennah f'idejn it-Toroe; chif snin uvara hachem taht
idejh lil Cola Manuar u lil missieru Ninu, li miet Isir
f’Girba ; chif Lippu chien li ghamel Isir lil Dun Nicol
Castelletti u baghtu f'Costantinopli, fejn miet uara
sena ; cullhadd sar jaf bil hbeberija tieghu ma I'ghe-
deuua to Vinsara Pahua Barbarossa u 'ahua Dragutt ;
ghalnece il poplu collu talab il meut tieghu ghal tant
hsura 1i ghamel ; hadd wa gietu hniena minnu, ghal-
chemm chien biddel hajtu u ghamel tant biex j [di lil
dauc li chien uakkaghhom fil jasar. I Hachem Plata-
mun, biex ma jicsirhiex mal poplu, xehtu til habs tal
Castell flimchien ma ibnu, li f'dan iz-Zmien sata’ chellu
xi tnax il sena, bil hsieb li uara ftit iharrichomn kud-
diem Pimhallef.

Ghalchemm hadd ma chellu hniena mian Lippu
ghad-delitti i ghamel u ghal hsara li gieb lil familji
ta. Mannar u ta Platamun, ma dan collu insabet kalb
1i hennet ghalich. Lisa, bint il Hachem, ta kalb safja u
imzejna bil hniena, li chienet thoss moghdrija 2bira
ghal cull hemm T'actar zghir ta l'ohrajn, ma seteght
ma thossx fiha hniena u moghdrija ghall imsejchen
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Lippu u ghal ibnu. Bis-sensja tal Hachem, dahlet
izzuru fil habs biex tfarraglu kalbu bi cliemha: Lippu
nchiser u nfexx jibchi u jolfok x'hin ra dil hniena minn
die li batiet tant minfhabba fih fil jasar. Talabha mah-
fra, u talabha titlob ghalieh li icun mehlus mill meut
ibnu, li ebda htija ma chellu u 1i tiehu hsiebu vara li
hu icun hallas bil meut id-delitti li ghamel. Lisa uegh-
ditu li ibnu ma icunx iccondannat, u li hi tidhol gha-
lieh u izzommu bhal binha. Bin Lippu, mrobbi minnu
bl'akua rekka uara li bdielu milli ghamel, chien tifel
sabieh, mohhu jilhaklu, ta kalbu tajba, xejn ma jixbah -
lil missieru, ghalhece Lisa ngibdet lejh u talbet l'om-
mha biex jehilsuh mill habs u irabbuh tid-dar taghhom.

Frattant, gheluk ix-xahar li uaslu PFGhaudex 'im-
jassrin, 1i mehlusin minn taht idejn T'aliua Dragutt,
b'festa cbira u L'ferh ta cullhadd, sar fil enisja ta I’As-
sunta ti Castell it -tieg gurnata uahda, ta Lisa bint
il Hachem wa Toni de Nasis, u dac ta Govanilla Vanjol
ma Mariu Cassar. Ciccu Platamnun, il Hachem, stieden
minn Malta bosta familji Lbieb tieghn u ta l'erbgha
gharajjes, u ta’ pranzu lil coll flimchien fil palazz tie-
ghu ta Hachem fil Castell fil gurnata tat tieg. X'hin
korbu biex jispiccau il pranzu, fllactar hin ial ghors,
Lisa kamet bil uiekfa, talbet li jiscot cullhadd, ghaliex
uriet 1i ghanda xi tgheid lil Hachem. Cullhadd sichet
malajr u xehet ghainejh fuk bint il Hachew, u din
harset lejn ziuha, il Hachem Ciceu Platamun, li chien
kieghed kuddiemha fil mejda, u kaltlu:

— F'din il gurnata ta ferh, il kalb ta cullhadd
hija cuntenta, barra minn tieghi ! Inhoss ferita f’kalbi,
u int biss, bil grazzia li nitolboe, tista taghmilhieli
ferbana.
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— Gheidli, Lis, x’tixtiek minni, u haun jien biex
naghmel dac collu li titlobni ?

— Nitolboe grazzia.

— Gheidli u tecun maghmulha.

— Fil hin li ahna ferhanin f'dan il pranzu, issoe-
tat Lisa, jinsabu missier Ii hiti u iben bla htija, magh-
lukin f’kiegh tal habs li krib minn’na. Il missier hua
hati, iva, hati bil bosta, imma niedem mill htijiet tieghu,
u hallas ghalihom. . ghaliex ghamel chemm satagh sa-
biex nehilsu mill jasar... Jece illum ninsabn migburin
haun ileoll flimehien, minghajr ma innakkas xejn milli
ghandna nafuhulu lil min fdiena, hu I'akua li hadem
ghalinal... L/imsejchen sbalja, uaka f’delitti cbar, hua
stess stkarrhom, nidem minnhom, Aila hafirhomlu chif
nittamau, ghada ghandu jidher kuddiem il Héchem
u 'imhalltin.. jistenna li jaktghuhielu ghal meut... Zi,
int il Hachem, hajtn tinsab f’ideje, nitolboe tahfer lil
dac 1i Alla diga hafirlu!... Il kalb tieghi teun ghal
collox ferhana jece din il gurnata tal ghors taghna
teun mzejjna bil mahfra nisranija.

11 hleuua li biha Lisa kalet daun il cliem, il uié¢é
taghha ta hniena b’ghainejha micsura u imdemmgha,
chisru kalb cenllhadd ; ghalhece il Hachem fil pront
uegibha, :

— Lis, icun dac 1i tixtiek kalbec; is-Sajjed ta
Chemmuna u ibnu icunu mehlusin will habs u mill
meut.

— Hallini insejhilhom issa stess, u natihom haun
I'ahbar kuddiem cullhadd ! regghet talbet Lisa.

— Ghomel li joghgboe, Lis! uiegibha il Hachem.

Uara ftit tal hin, Lippu u ibnu dahlu fis-sal . tal
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pranzu bejn erbgha suldati, bla ma jafu xejn chaliex
sejhulhom.

— Lip, kallu il Hachem malli rah kuddiemu, il-
lum int maghruf ghal eollox, ula int Mignun u ankas
Sajjed; daun Pismijiet hadthom biex ghamilt deni cbir
lil pajjizna, biex kdejt lil ta Rioles fil venditta
taghhom contra nies il Hahem ta Mannar, id-diletti
tieghec huma bil bosta cbir, int tisthokkloc il eut
ghal darba tnejn. Imma insabet kalb tajba li kabzet
ghalic, ghalchemm inti gaghaltha tant thati ; Lisa, bint
il Hichem Mannér, dahlet ghalic, u fuk hecc int gejt
ma ibnec imsejjah £'din is-sala.

— Il hajja tieghi, uiegeb Lippu b'ghainejh baxxi
fl'art, hija f’idejeom; ghad-deni li ghamilt,hakkni ghal
elt darba il meut, u forsi ftit granet ohra bakaghli ta
hajja. Izda, xejn ma ighodd, basta irnixxieli li nara
ferhanin ma nieshom lil daue li cont uakkajt fil jasar.
Haga biss nixtiek biex immut cuntent, li nisma minn
fomm Lisa u ta daue li ghawmiltilhom tant deni, il
chelma tal mahfra.

— Nahfralee ileoll, kabiet Lisa b'ui¢¢ ferhan; u
jiena, bil grazzia li ircivejt miz-ziu tieghi, il Hachem
Platamun, nahfirlec minn dan il mument stess il meut
li sthokkitlec u il habs.... Lip, int u ibnec tinsabu
mahfurin ghal collox. Din il mahfra tecun bhala curuna
li izzejjen din il gurnata tal ghors taghna.

“ Viva Lisa, bint il Hachem!” ghajtu ghalenija
il mistednin collha.

Lippu, li xejn ma chien jistenna daun il cliem
minn Lisa, baka’ uviekaf bhal statua, mistaghgeb,
deherlu li kieghed johlom; izda fil uakt bhala mistej-
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ken min-nghasa tuila, ghainejh intleu bid-dmugh ta
ferh, xeh thom miesara lejn dic li halsitu bil mahfra
tad deni collu li ghamlilha, u kallha :

— Lis, hfirtli f'Tunes fil jasar tieghee, icconver-
tejtni u salvajtli rahi... hfirtli issa u salvajtli hajti. ..
Alla ihallsee f'din l'art u fis-Sewal... Issa il mument i
nati ferha lil kalb tieghec u t'ommoc Margarit, tant
imnictin minni... Lis, dan it-tfajjel li int diga hab-
bejt, mizmum b'iben tieghi, hu hue, i¢-échejehen Gu-
seppi... il mahbub iben tieghee, Margarit, li int tant
behejtu dl jasar bhala mejjet. Jiena hlistu mill meat,
rabbejtu mill «hjar biex gurnata incun nista nitilku lil
Lisa bi hlas tal mahfra li tAtni mita uakkajta fil jasar.

Jista jahseb, nin kieghed jakra, bliema ghageb
u ferh daun il eliem mleu lil familja ta Mannar u lil
mistendnin collha.

XIX.
Chir ghidu mirbuh

Chienet is-sena 1540 meta 'ahua Dragutt tilfu ix-
xini li haduthom il Ghaudxin bil-lsiera li chienu jin-
sabu fuku ; minn dan iZ-zmien li msejena gzira zZgheira
taghna uakghet taht il mibeghda ta daun il ghedenua,
iz-zeugt ahua, l'akua cursari ta dauc iz-zmenijiet, h
chienu 1bezzghu lil Ordni ta S. Guann, I'is-Slaten, u
I'artijiet collha tal insara fil Mediterran. Il hsieb ta
l'ahua Dragutt chien li malli tigihom ix-xokka f’'mox-
tha jekirdu lil Ghaudex bin-nies collha tieghu. Ma da-
mitx ma giethom occazioni tajba, ghaliex fis-sena li
giet uara, tkanklet guerra bejn I'Imperatur ta Spanja
Carlu V u Aga Assan, sultan ta I'Argiel; il flotta ta
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I'insara, mibghuta miil Papa Paulu III, marret tghin
lil Imperatur, maghhom marret il flotta ta I'Ordni, u
hece il giejjer taghna bakghu neksin mill’ahjar ghaj-
nuna taghhom. L’'ahua Dragutt chellhom il uasgha biz-
zejjed sabiex ji¢u bix-xuieni taghhom jaghmlulna hsa-
ra chemm jistghu bla ma icunu mhabbtin minn hadd,
u ma damux ma ureu snienhom. Armati chif imiss bi
hmistax il xini, telku minn Girba dritt ghal Malta,
Fra Guanni La Vallette, li baka Malta captan ta xini,
hareg jiccombatti lil Dragutt krib Malta, saret takti-
gha seuua; imma x’jaghmel uahdu bi ftit nies ? Baka’
mirbuh, uaka Isir, u Dragutt iz-Zgheir hadu Girba
ma ftit Cavalieri ohra u Maltin lsiera bhalhom. Bla
hsieb ta xejn, imbaghad, Dragutt il Cbir ta’ is-salt lil
Ghaudex, hachem taht idejh hamsin Ghaudxi, Ii billi
chienu rekdin I'haun u 'hinn mal g7ira ma chellhomx
zmien jidhlu fil Castell; ghamel hsara chemm sata’ u
imbaghad telak bil flotta tieghu lejn I'Italia bil hsieb
li jiltaka mal flotta ta 1'Ordni li chienet giet mill’Ar-
giel u telghet lejn Genua. Iida, I'imsejchen baka’
imkarrak; jilinah flotta, jahsibha ta ’'Ordni, imma chie-
net il flotta tal Ginuizi bi Cmandant taghha il kal-
bieni Gannettin Doria. Dragutt, malli ntebah, sehet;
beda jahlef u jidghi lil xortih hazina x’hin rah im-
dauvar minn cullimchien big-gfien u bastimenti ta
Doria, u chellu,irid u ma irids,iciedi. Il hamsin Ghaud-
xi helsu mill jasar u geu Ghaudex; it-Toroc, bix-xuieni
taghhom, uakghu lsiera; u Dragutt, billi gieb ruhu ha-
#in ma Doria, gie marbut ma banc ta xini u htieglu
jakdef bhala Isir. Dam chemm il sena maghluk f'torri
fil belt ta Genua. Uara ftit taz-zmien, il Isiera ta Girba:
helsu mill jasar; u malli gie Malta Fr. Guanni La Val-
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lette, mar Genuva ghal xi aifarijiet ta 1'Ordni, dahal
jara lil Dragutt fit-torri fejn chien jinsab maghluk u
marbut bil ctajjen, u kallu bid-dahea ffommu,li riedet
tfisser chemm il haga :

— Senor Dragutt, usanza de guerra!

— Y mudenza de fortuna ! uiegbu Dragutt.

— Il bierah mess lili, u illum lilee, habib.

— Collox jista jarga idur, sur Cavalier !

— M’hug lachemm, Dragutt !

— Id-dinja rota, t'istel jista jigi malajr fuk, u ta
fuk isfel !

Min chellu ighedilhom lil daun it-tnejn li, maz-
zmien, il uiehed icun Gran Mastru ta 1'Ordni ta S.
Guann, u iehor Cap tal flotta tal Gran Sinjur, u icunu
l'acbar ghedeuua contra xulxin u lismijiet taghhom
jibkghu msemmijin cull mita jissemma il Chir Asse-
diu ta Malta ta '1565!

Frattant il principissa Doria, omm Gannettin,
chellha hniena minn Dragutt, talbet ghalieh lil binha,
kalghet li jigi mifdi b'somma cbira ta flis, u hece
Dragutt il Cbir heles mill jasar. Ghamlet hazin il
principissa, ghaliex chienet il htija tad-deni li ghamel
Dragutt lil Insara, u tal hsara 1i ghamel lil giejjer
taghna, ghaliex dan minnufih irhielha lejn Girba tie-
ghu, inghakad ma huh u raga beda jehodha mal in-
sara fil bidu tas-cena 1544. Fit-23 ta April ta din is-
sena, uaka’ taht idejn il Cavalieri u il Maltin, Rais
Kara’ Mussa, cursar imsieheb ma I'ahua Dragutt, u gié
imghallak mill actar fis. Dragutt, malli saru jafu,
halfu li jaghmlu venditta minn Malta u chienu pronti
Jitilku minn Skallia b’ghaxar bastimenti tal guerra u
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dauruhom mal giejjer taghna jistenneu il uakt li jithal-
lsu. Imma, jece I'ahua Dragutt chienu keghdin joctru
fil kauua u bdeu ibezzghu I'Ordni ta S. Guann, f'dan
POrdni beda tiela ucoll il fuk Fra Guanni La Vallette,
Cavalier ta l'akua curagg, li chien fehemha li Dragutt
I'acbar ghedeuua tal Insara. Imlahhak minn ftit xhur
Cap ta ’'Armata ta I'Ordni, mohhu mér fil Ghaudxin
billi chien jaf il mibgheda ta Dragutt lejhom, gie
Ghaudex bzeug Cavalieri mieghu, rifed il Gran Ca-
stell, armah b'dac li chien jonksu, ghamecl il hila lis-
suldati ghaudxin u ftihem mal Gvernatur Ximenes u
mal Cap tal milizia, il Commendatur D’Averin, chif
ghandhom jiccumbattu lil ahua Dragutt jece jinzlu fil
gzira u jatu is-salt Jil Gran Castell.

Fuk il bastimenti ta Dragutt saret ftehima, li
l'euuel salt jatuh lil Castell ta Ghaudex u malajr
I'ghaxar bastimenti dara mal gzira, nizlu is-suldati u
irheulha ghal Castell. Imma mita korbu seuua, hargu
ghalibomm Ximenes u D’Averin b’eavalieri ohra u bis-
suldati ghaudxin, saret takbida kalila, li fiha ureu il
hila u id-dehen taghhom il Captani De Nasis, Mariu
Cassar, Bernard Dopuo li skalli, u bosta nies minn ta
Mannér u ta Platamun ; V'ghedeuua chellhom jerzghu
lara u bilgri jingabru fuk ix-xuieni taghbom. Bosta
Toroc bakghu mejtin, u fost l'ohrajn Dragutt iz-Zghir.
X’hin huh ittenda bil meut tieghu, kasam kalbu bil
ghali, sehet il hin li fih nizel Ghaudex, raga malajr lura
bi ftit suldati, gie taht il Castell u talab li jatuh il
_ gisem ta huh. Minfloc ma tauhulu, dendluh ma lasta
minn gardiola, u harkuh. Dragutt telaghlu, beda jid-
ghi u ikatta’ fil lehja tieghu; halef bMaumettu li
jibka jobghod lil Ghaudxin sal meut; thaxxa u bies
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l'art b’halfa li jekred lil Ghaudxin Lil Castell taghhom
chif huma kerdulu lil huh.

U hece il gzira 7ghira ta Ghaudex fis-sena 1544,
kerdet lil ghadu ta linsara Dragutt i¢-Zghir, chif
ohtha il ebira—Malta—Xerdet, 21 sena uara, fl'Asse-
diu ta I'1565, lil Dragutt il Cbir.
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