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----• he Constitution of 
Malta does not pro­
vide for recalling by 
the electorate of a 
member of Parlia­
ment once elected to 

the House of Representatives. This 
means that once an MP makes it to 
the House it is extremely difficult 
for the electorate to have him/her 
removed from office. 

There might be various reasons 
why the electorate might want to 
recall an MP. One such reason is 
that, through his/her voting behav­
iour in the House, s/he might end 
up no longer representing the 
views of the electorate. 

Another reason is that the MP 
might engage in corruption or 
other criminal activity or is found 
to be incompetent or negligent in 
his/her duties. 

It could also be that an MP is a 
minister or parliamentary secretary 
and the minist1y or public officers 
falling within his/her ministry 
are found in breach of financial 
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here can hardly be 
ny doubts that the 

private accounts of all 
politicians are in the 
black. In a TV inter­
view recently, I heard 

a top politician saying his family 
financial affairs are very ably man­
aged by his wife. Not the same can 
be said of our national finances, 
which are in an extremely dire 
state. 

This issue does not seem to be 
something to worry about in the 
political arena, were hectven and 
earth is being promised. I admire 
those who give an approximate 
cost of the projects being pro­
posed. This allows the people to 
see for themsejves which way our 
finances will go: · . · 

The credibility of otii future 
leaders must be eyaluated 
not only on the basis of examples 
given but also in terms of 
soUd, and innovative projects 
beihgpromised: 

Accountability and responsibil­
ity are not only a must, they should 

regulations by the Auditor General. 
Again, it might happen that an MP 
has violated the oath of office, 
breached the code of ethics for MPs 
or repeatedly misbehaved in the 
House of Representatives by, for 
instance, hurling insults at other 
MPs, used language unbecoming 
an MP, abused parliamentary priv­
ilege, disturbed the sittings of the 
House or indulged in racist, sexist, 
obscene and vulgar language dur­
ing parliamentary sittings well 
knowing that s/he is protected by 
parliamentary immunity. 

Where there is no criminal con­
viction against him/her but there 
are ongoing criminal proceedings 
instituted against him/her, there is 
no way to suspend the MP or else 
obtain a resignation. 

Bearing in mind that a normal 
lifetime of Parliament is five years, 
this period of time might be too 
long to retain an MP whose 
removal might be required in the 
public interest because of miscon­
duct, ongoing criminal proceed­
ings, involvement in scandal or for 
political or policy reasons. Indeed, 
the electorate might want to recall 
such MP because they might dis­
like his/her policies, disagree with 
his/her publicly-demonstrated 
prejudices or voting patterns. 

There can be cases where the 
electorate might want to castigate 
an MP who crossed the floor in the 
House, has voted with the other 
side on fundamental issues or 
introduced legislation or motions 
that are antithetical to the views of 
his/her electors. 
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be enshrined, if need be in the 
Constitution too. 

All reports drawn up by boards 
of government entities and by 
investigative autl1orities have to be 
made public. It is definitely in the 
public interest to be informed. 

How can a citizen take tl1e Malta 
Environment and Planning 
Authority's building policies seri­
ously when, even during the hear­
ing on a permit application, it is 
claimed that construction works 
are already in progress yet notl1ing 
happens? How is it that existing 
illegal buildings are sanctioned, in 
breach of Mepa's own policies, 
but, then, a simple replacement of 
an old archway inside a private 
home is not either not allowed or 
the permit takes years to be 
processed and issued? 

Members of the House of Rep­
resentatives have a moral duty to 
participate in debates and not 
abstain. They should lead by 
example and prove to citizens that 
the country's affairs are being han­
dled seriously and effectively. 

The suggestion by the Speaker 
that his office must not be consid­
ered as a government department 
is extremely valid and has to be 
implemented. Thatis ifwe want 
Parliament to be.;run efficiently 
and impartially. . • , . 
· I personally str6i'1gly believe that 

all MPs should be full-timers. It is 
absolutely ridiculous and impos­
sible to expect a parliamentary 
backbencher to contribute 
effectively towards the country's 

A recall 
procedure is 
direct democracy 
in practice 

interest ifs/he is on a part-time 
basis. Those who hold a profession 
must choose what their primary 
interest is. ls it their profession or 
the honour and privilege of serv­
ing unreservedly their count1y? 

Nationalist backbencher Franco 
Debona raised several valid 
points. His attitude may have been 
lacking in certain aspects but his 
views were valid. The way he 
spoke on backbenchers hit the nail 
on the head. No backbencher can 
be happy simply expected to toe 
the party line then just vote when 
there's a division in the House. 

Professional people thinking of 
contesting a parliamentary seat 
must weigh everything before they 
decide to make the move. Obvi­
ously, they deserve to be ade­
quately compensated. 

Former Speakers have agreed 
that MPs should be full-timers. 
Miriam Spiteri Debona suggested 
that, initially, elected MPs should 
be given a choice but, eventually, 
all should be in Parliament on a 
full-time basis. 

Our electoral system has several 
flaws. A candidatii·s surname is 
one of them. Take the European 
Parliament elections/for example, 
to see how the mor opular can­
didates suffered ause names 
appear on the B'li ot .paper in 
alphabetical order./ . · 

Also votes can be indirectly 
'bought' by can.di dates who hold a 
profession. TJ-1.is is449ne by reduc­
ing a client's fee or even giving 
one's services free of charge. 
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Introducing a recall procedure 

· in the Constitution will empower 
the electorate to remove an 
unwanted elected MP. In this way, 
politicians are kept on their toes 
throughout the legislature. 

If an MP decides not to attend on 
a regular basis sittings of the 
House, the electorate can recall 
him/her back as, after all, if such 
MP is not canying out his/her par­
liamentmy duties, then there 
should be no place for that MP in 
the House. 

The recall procedure is direct 
democracy in practice. In the same 
way than an MP is elected by the 
people, s/he should be removed by 
the people from office before the 
term of office ends. An MP is 
elected by the people to represent 
them and not to represent his/her 
own views. If an MP severs his/her 
ties from the electorate, the latter 
should be empowered to sever its 
ties from that MP by recalling 
him/her back and electing some­
body else instead to represent 
them. Thisiswhatindirectdemoc­
racy is all about. 

To recallan MP, a petition would 
have to be signed by the electors of 
the district from which it is being 
proposed to disenfranchise an MP. 
Ten per cent of eligible electors, as 
verified by the Electoral Commis­
sion, should suffice to set the recall 
procedure in motion. 

If an MP is recalled, a by-election 
would have to be held so that a new 
MP is appointed in his/her stead. 
It may well happen that holding a 
by-election may not be possible. In 

All MPs should be 
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such cases, somebody else would 
have to be co-opted or appointed 
in terms oflaw. 

Recall should apply to all elec­
tions, that is, local council and 
administrative committee elec­
tions, general elections and Euro­
pean Parliament elections. 

If the petition is to recall a mayor 
or councillor, a minimum of 10 per 
cent of that locality's inhabitants 
entitled to vote would be required. 

In the case of a general election, 
it would be 1 O per cent of the voters 
of the district from where the MP 
was elected. 

If it is a member of the Euro­
pean Parliament, then it would be 
10 per cent of the whole of Malta 
andGozo. 

There is no doubt that, with a 
recall procedure, there will no 
longer be MPs who absent them­
selves without a valid reason from 
parliamentary sittings, abuse their 
official powers, fail to draw up and 
present the relative financial 
returns required of them and, 
generally, misbehave. 

Recall of MPs is a measure that 
introduces accountability in the 
House of Representative·s, local 
councils, administrative commit­
tees and European elections. 

By raising the standards of MPs' 
behaviour, democracy will be 
strengthened, abuse curbed and 
accountability achieved. More sig­
nificantly, through the recall pro­
cedure, direct democracy will be 
subjected to the will of the people 
who are sovereign within a parlia­
mentmy democracy. 

So, can we really say that ours 
are 'free' and 'fail' elections and 
put all candidates on the 
same level? 

Another point I wish to raise is 
the fact that Parliament is domi­
nated by a few professions. 

Thus, which MP will dare or 
have the guts to introduce a law 
or a bye-law that will affect 
his/her profession? 

Also, why is it that supervisory 
boards are composed of people 
coming from the same professions 
tl1at are to be investigated or where 
changes are necessary? 

All these matters need to be 
looked into. 

How can our representatives 
make a valid contribution 
to the country when they are.in 
Parliament on a part-time basis, 
especially now that the country 
forms part of the European Union, 
where new laws are enacted daily? 

If this is tl1e time for change, let's 
go for it. I, for one, wish that if this 
country opts for a second republic 
this should be thorough, with all 
the necessary changes being 
made. 

This electoral campaign is inno­
vative in many aspects. Young 
people are taking an active part, 
and this can only be good in terms 
of prospects of future politicians. 
Some already are contesting and 
it's heartening to hear some of 
them giving a good account of 
themselves as they air their views. 

Well done and best of luck 
to all. 


