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MALTESE NAMES OF LOCAL
MARINE MOLLUSCA

MiGU 3BT AL ARTRARL S

We have aboul 500 species ol marine mollusca around our isdands, but
ondy guet over a 700 have fllaltese names. llany species of mollusca are
rgre, others very similar to each oither, and the undiscerning leyman does
not find much diflerence to justify new names. In iy épinion, every
one of the dlocal mollusca (and for that matter ali other oiganioma)
should have a flaliese name. Il a shell does not have a name, 4t means
that it 4o elther ico osdmilar o otheirs which have, or else it is a new
discovery; 4An any case, once 4t A9 disiinguished, and 47l we intend io
make wse of flaltese ito dindicate it, 4t will be ridiculouwse to accept that
a namne alreqity belonging to a known species, should should be woed also
Lor a simidar or new shell; equally o0 would be, not to have a name by
which to reler to Ait. Sdnce Zine has not produced vernacular nomes Lor
adl the opecias around ws becawse ol ithe osald or other reasons, we canncit
expect names suddenly to develop now, but such nanes could be given by
those who know the species concewned, and their peculiaritics. . In this
short wérk, my intention 4o merely to state what alrewdy exiosts, but thio
io a basds, on which later on § intend to make proposals for a llaliese
nomenclaturie o distinguish the unchidisitenced species. The present List,
though brdiel, hao taken some ellorit o complete. Jt embraces the known
names which have either appeared in congunction with a scicntiilic nane,
therelore validated ao to what they really reler to, or else names which
have been wsed in nagurcl history wiitings, which may have lacked the
technical terms, but had some éshbr clear indication. — In other cases J
have included with references, names of doubtlul value, which don'it indi-
cate which species they define; they are woually names applicalile to more

than one similar species, and uless accompanied by some specilic scientific
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name, cannot be said to pin-point any particular species of seashell.
The sclentific names I have wsed, are 4in cuwrent wse, and supersede
the odd. The synonymous names J have dincluded, constitute only the
technical names used by the past wiiters invodved An this List, in
conguncition with the Maliese names.  This will clarify which species
do Andicated. In acgual fact, AL J were to diot all the synonyme for
each species, these would normally be very numerows and unwieldy, oc-
cupying mosit of the paper space. Jt will be cbuicus that there
has been a Lot of confusdion amongei authoroe with reflerence to local
nanes. Some were applied to the wring opecies, others, by for the
larger amount, have leen very doosdy used Zor several similar species
as, Lor example, in the case of those Zalling under Clycimeris, Ooiiea,
Lina(lantellun), Lucina, Cardium, Uencrwupis, Cephalopoda, etc.. The
Laredign authorns: (16,177) have generally ployed havoc of vernacular
spelling, and created other mioplacements. Ji 4is not my Antention
to enter into etymological problems, bul this List may prove useful io
local Linguists, and also others who wioh to biing up to date the odder
scientilic nomenclature of the species invodved here. Eventually I
hope to provide proposals [loi names 4An faltese Lor all our mollusca, .20
that those we Lind will no longer be strangers, lbut part of one, lbig,
Lamily of Maoltese.

ote: Mumbers in brackets indicate references at the end éf the dioi.

CASTROPODA ("Univalves")

7 Haliotio damellosa Lam.(13,76,77)
= H.tuberculata Linn (5,7,9,71,78).
Mhare imperjald (5,7,9,71,13,16,17,78)

2 Diodora qraeca, L = Fivoureldla grceca Lam.(7,77)
Rhara (7) Mhars tot-torok (17)

3 Diodora italica Defr.

sFisourelda costaria (5,71,18) Mhara rat-torok (5,77,78)
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Diodora gilbberule Lam.
= Fisowrella giblba (7,77, 74); Inhora tat-Torok(11);
Mhara(7) ; Inkara inperjali (14).
Undelined species:  Tisourella sp., fhara (8)
Patella coewdea L.(76,17)
lhara tao~Sanma(16); iMhara tol-Furhan(16); Imbare (16);
Thnaro(17) muot be an erroi
Patella aspera Lam. (7,11,74)
Inficre tal-Furkan(11,14); ficra (7)
Patella aspera Uar. torentina v.Sal :
=B.tarentina (7,71); = P.ocutellario(5,17,18);=P.vulgata Lam.(2)
Inkiara ral~Furhan (5,17,18); fhara (2,7)
Paterla lusitanice Gmed. (5,71,14,18)
Imbicne tol-Fuehan(14); Mhare tas—samma (5,77,78)
Undefined species: Imbiarnc tos-oscmma(74);Imbar (717);
Mhar (var.opecs) (13); Inhar (1) Lor !'patelle!.
Monodonta tuwibinata Born (77)
Syorra (17) should be Sgorrc; but oiill this name does not appliy.
Cloncudws coradlinue Gmel
Hilonodonta corcdlina L. (5,18); = fonodonta (11);
Frawla (5,18); Frawla tal-Bahiar (77).
Lemintina arenaria L.
=Uermetuws gigas Biv.(5,7,18); =Serpula crenaria (11,74);
Farvett (5,7,71,74,18).
Undelined opecics: Uemmetus op§11); Farrett (77)
Pirinella conica Blainu,
Cerithiun momnillaotun Riss. (7);=Cerithium conicum Blainv.(7);
Bittium lacteum Phil
Cenithiun elegons Blainu.(7); Brankutiu (7).
Courmya vulgota Brug.
sUulgoceriihiun, vulgatim Brugd16) ;=Cerithiun Uu/La@«,Lm(_')’ 4 5 7 8,
Brankutlu(3,4,5,7,8,15,16,17,18). 15,76,17,18)
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Cowumun upesiiis Riss.
= Cerithiun mediterranecumn Deshs (7)
= Cerithiumn fuscatun Costa (7);  Brankutiu (7)
Undelined Species: Cerithium = Barnkutiu (7,9,70,74)
Janthina fraoilia Lam.
= Tanthinc bicolor llenke (3 17, 74) sBelbbuxa kakbla (3 17,74)
Janthina janthina LCinn.
= Janthino nitens (3); Bebbuxa kaila (3).
Fossaws crliiguws L, .
= Fossaws adansonii Phil.(5,18); Rokkalja (5,78).
Capulus hunoaiicus L.
= Pileopsis hungarice Lom. (5 77 74 78)
Kapocé (87,74,18); Kaboce (5) misprinted,must be Kopocc.
Crepidula. unguiloimis Lom.(5,7,9,71,14,18)
Papocé (5,7,9,17,14,18)
Aporihais pes~pelicant L.
= Chenopus (Strombus) pes-pedicani L. (5 78)
= Chenopus pes-pelicani Phil. (7).
Trikoanti (5,18); Trikodpi (7,70,73); Twm/wﬁo 73); SMG«.@L(? 70)
Trivda ewropaea ftg.(7)
= Cypraea coccinella Lom.(3,11,74);Babbubia ramlija (3 7,11,74)
Luia lunida L,
= Cyproea lurida £. (3,5,7,9,71,74,18,19) ;. .
Bahbuha (5,9,78); Bahbuha tal-Chajnegn (3,7,77,74,19)
Erosaric spurca L.
= Cypraca Llavicoda Lam. (3, 77,;4) Bahbuha ittigrata (3 77 ,74).
Zonaria pyrum Gmel.
= Cypraea rufa Lom.(3,77,74); = Cypraec pyrun Lo (3);
Bahbuha Hamra (3,71;74).
Undefined species: Baklbutia (1).
Neverita fosephina Riss.
= Natica josephinc Ries. (7); Ghakwux il-Bakar (7).
Naticarius millepunctatus Lam.
=Natica millepunctate Lam. (5,7, 78),Qﬁa/</cwc(5 78) ;Ghakrux il-Bahar(7)




Naticaius helaeus llarntyn
= Natica helbraea Chemb.(7,8); Ghakrux il-Bakiar ( 7 8) ,
Undeflined Specics: Natica species(9);Ghakrux id-Bahar (9,70).
Charénia nodifera Lam. ,
=Tritonium nocdiferun Lom. (5 18); Bronga (5,78)
Charonic. seguenzae Ar. & Ben. .
= Taiton variegatun Lan. (2,3,77,74).
Bronga (2); Bronja tol-ilidhna (3,70,17,13,74).
Jonna galea L. . tin b
= Dolium galea L. 11,74); Tina tal=behar (10,71,73,174)
Taunculariopsdis trunculus L,
= flurex twnculuos L. (3,5,7,8,9,17,74,15, 76 77,78)
Bekkun (1,3,5,7,8,9,11,14,15,16,77,18)
lMweex brandaris £.(2,3,7,8,9,17,14,15,17);
Bekkun (2); Sultan id-bekkun (3,7,8,9,10,11,13,174, 75 17)
llweicopsds criotatus Brocchl,

= [lweex criotatus, Brocc. (7,11,14);= llurex Plainvillei Payr.(7);

= llurex fortis Rise.(7); Bekkum kekkni (7,10,17,14)
Thais haemasioma L.

= Purpura haemastoma Lam. (3,70,77,74); = P. haemastomc Linn (8);

Bronge (3,8,170,11,13,174)

Undelined species:  Bronga (7).
Ceralostona erinaceun Linn
= Mwiex erinacews Linn. (17); = Tritonella erinacea Linn.(17);
Bekkun (17);  apporentiy a name given to the wrong specics.
Euthria cornea Adame (75)
= Fuous (Murex) cornews L, (5); = Fuouws (Murex) miliacea (18);

Fuows Lignerive (11); = Fuows cornews Linn. (8,9); Form of Fuous(70)

Charws  (7,9,15); Gharwea (8,10); Zigrombiu (8,70);

2igronbd tal-Bahar (7,9); Haruws (5,18) mistake by 5,zrepeated by 18.

Cilbberla miliornic Linn.
= llarginelda (Volvaria) miliacea Lomo ( 5 78);
= Marginello milianis Lam. (7); — Lewlu (5,7,18)




Cilbberula clandeodina Brocchli

= llarginella clandestina (7) Qanha (7)

Hyualina secclina Phil
= Marginelia secalina Phil. (5, 7, 78); Qamh (5 78) ;Qambic. (7).
Undefined species: (larcinella species, (11 )
Lewle (17); Kanda tol-bakar (717) must be a mis~spelling of Qamha
"o oodd=felua" = Uulva (1)(italian) (Uodvula)?; no indication ae to
where ithis should be in thig Liet, as it 4ie dncomplete.

Conws mediterraneas Brug. (57,9,718)

= Uonuws mediterrcnews (18) must be a misprint.

Sgonra '5,7,18); 700/ULa (9).

Haminea hudatis Linn., |
= Bulla hydatis L. (57977 74 78)

Bajdet tas-serduk (5,78); Bajdet tal-Bahar(7);Bajda itC'/L-BdlCUL(Q 77 74)

Aplysia depilans L.(5,6,74,18)

Serduk (5,78); Serduk il-Bahar (6,74)

Chiton olivaceus Spleng. .

= Chiton siculus Gray (5, 18); HRanzir il-Bahar (5,18)

Dentalium (Antalis) dentalis Linn. i A g

= Dentaliun dentalis (7,71,74); Xita tal~bakar (7,11,14)

BIgvALU TA

Solemya togeta Poll .

= Solemya mediterranea Lam. (5 18); Fazoda tal-bahkar (5,18)
Barbatia barbate Linn

= Arnca barbota (7,9,77, 74 »15);  Spardokklu (7 9 175 74)
Fardokkdu (7,9); Pjedipork oupi (11,44); laskle tal-alka (15)
Arca noae Linn (77,14,15,17)
= Arca noae Lom. (5,18); Pedipork (7, 5,77 14,15,17,78)
Clucinerio vidlaceus Lam. (16) ,
= Pectunculus stellatws Lon. (5, 18); Arzella tod-Bellus(5,16,78)
Candofidla tal-bedllus (16); Gandoflila bellusija (16).
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Glucinerds glycireris Linn.  (77)
= Pectunculus glycimeris L, (17);= Pectunculus glucimeris Forl.& H«’,Lé,
Arzella tal-Bellus (17); Candoflla tal-iellus (75). )
Clycimenino pilosa Linn
= Pectunculus piéceous Lam. (3 77,74)
Beldwsa (3,77,74); Arnzella tal-Bellus (17)
ytidus edulis L. Var. gadloprovinciolis. Lam.
= lytilus gailoprovineialis Lan (5,76,17,18)
= Miytiles edulis Linne (7,77) with the yarietics. gallopiovinciclis
and cngulatws (14,15) ; Maskle (5,7,11,74,15,16,17,18)
llodiodlus barbatus Lame ,
= flodiode varbate Lam, (7,77,74,17);
faskiv tal-Alka (7,77,14,17); “Zingda tal-Bdiar (77 14).
lodioda adriciica Lan. _
= flodioda tulipa Lam. 5,8,18); Tamra tal-alka (5,8 78).
Amygdalivn (lodiola) agolutinane Cantr. !
= Modiola zzyphina fllamo (5,18) ;= flodiola vestita Ph/uL(5, 72, 78)
= flodioda agglutinans Cantr. (15); = lodivle Ligatus [Mamoi(2);
Zingla (2,5,8,72,75,18) ; Tamwa (18-p9)
Undelined specics: Maskli (78) ;Mlasilu(9) ;. mg/La( 70).
Lithodomue Lithophage Linn (7,15,76,17)
= flodiole Lithophaoa Lam.(2,5,7,8,71); =Lithodomuwe. dactyplus (5);
= Lithophage Lithophaga (16,17).  Tamra (5,15,16,17);
Tamlr (8); Tamar tal=Raora (11); Tamla tol-Haora (7);
Tamar tal-Bafiar (1); Tamar (2,70).
Lithodomuwe caudigerus Loma — (7)
= llodiole caudigere (17,14); Modiclud caudigera (7); Tamla tal-Ponoi
Tamar tal-~@onot (77,74);  Tamar rtol-Hagra (14). 7)
Undelined specics: Tanar (13); Tanle tal-hagra(14);
Nakkrw rel-hagor = Zbiba (74).
Preria hirunds Linn . . .
= Avicuwla torenitina Lome (5 77.74,18); Farpett (5,11,14,18).




Pinna nobilis Linn (7). ,

Bakkra ial-Harira (7,10,13) It appears strange, that fMano(5)
did not give the vernacular name under this species which Ais common
but under ithe nexi one which 4is rareg apparently 4t io a mistcle
by flano’s editor durning the compilation of ithe List.

Pinna rudie Lo, , :

=Pinna rudio Linn. (5,18)s lakkra tod~favira (5,18)(see 10.69)
Pecten jacobaecws Linn (17,74,76)

Arngella tol-pellegrina (11,74); Pellegrina (16);

Nakkra tal-Pellegrina (11, 14).

Pteropecien glaber Linn !

= Pecten glaber Linn. (7,15); = Pecten sulcatus Lom. (5,78)
Tagen (5,15,18); iiloxt (7).

Chlomyo vardia Linn. (16,77)

= Pecten, varius (7,15,76); iloxt ter-ranel(710);Makkun(76);

Moxt (7, 70, 15, 17) PRI .

Spondylue gacderopus Linn. (3,5,8,7,11,74,18,20,21)

Gajdra (1,3,5,7,8,10,11,13,14,18,20,21)

Lima squonosa Lan. (5,78)

2biba (18); Nakkra tak-hacar = Zhiba (17); Sbiba (5).

tlantedun inllotum Chemn.

= Lima inflota Lame (7,8,15) ;. Zbiba (7, 8, 15).

Anomic ephippium Linn, (3,5,7,71,74,75,77,18)

Kécilo tan-nar (3,5,7,10,11,13,74,15,17,18)

Ostrea edulis Linn.(2, 16, 77)

= Ostrea torentine (16); Xocela (16);Cocela(17)misprinted & (76);
Cajdra(2)

Ostrea criotata Born :

= Ostrea crisiota Lame.(3); Xoccla (3,70); Ostrika (3,70).

Ootrea damellosa Brocchi (5,8,15,18,20)

Xocida (5,8,75, 18,200

Pychnodonta cochlear Podi

= Ostrea cochlear Poli (3); ZKoccla (3); Ostrika (3).




82 Undelined species: Osoirika, Koccla (13,14);=meny types of Cajdra(14)
Nachra (7)=nadre perla (italian)
83 Digitaria dicitalis Linn.
= Lucina digitalis Lam.(3); Arzalla tol-Fjuri (3).
84  Venericordic antiquata L.
= Cardiiq sulcate Brug.(5,7,8,14); = Carndita costata (711);
Lewza '5,8); Lewza tal-Bahar (11,14); Lewza Qoxritha Roxna (7);
85 Clossws humonus Linn )
= Jeocardia cor Lam. (5,18); Rawha (5,718) not an appropriate
choice ol floltese name for this shell.
86  Lonipes lacteus Linn,
= Lucina species (71,74); = Lucina dactea (3);Anzella tal~Fjiuri
87  Chana wruphoides Sinn (5, 18) BV
Lewza (5, 18) e at .
88 @ardium edule Linn (2,3,7,8,77,14,16,17) _
Cardiun vulocre Linn (15); =Cardium ruwsticun (3,5,18)
Anzella tal-larec (3,5,8,10,11)14,15,16,18); Anzell (2,7);
Lewza (16); Argil el Nataa (17)(Misprinted).
89  Sphacrocondium pauckcosiatum. Sow.
= Cardium paucicostatum (5,7,11,74); =Cardium cilicre (5 7);
Lewza (5);Lewza qoxrithe pqiqa(7); Lewza tal-bahar (11,74).
90  Venus vewwucosa Linn (3,5,8,11,14,15,16,77,78).
sVenus rugosa (2); Gandopffle (2,3,5,8,10,11,74, 18, 16, 77 78)
Arnzella nigra (18)
a1 Undelined species: Argell abjac (1); frzeldl Jowed (7).
92 Uencrupis aurea Gmel, (717)
= Venws awrea (3,5,7,17,74,18);=Tapes aureus (76 17);
Mgella tropaniza (5,7,11,14,16,17,18); Arzella nigra (3).
93 Venerupis decussata Linn (17) .
= UVenws decwssata L. (3,5,8,71,74) ;=Tapes decussatus (75 17)
=Tapes (Uenws) decussata (7); =Amygdala decussata L.(76);
zella nigra (3,5,7,8,10,11,14,15,76,77)
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Dosina exodeta Linn (15,77).

=Cytherea exodeta Lamn.(3,17,14)sntenis(Uenws) excleta (7);

=Uenus agalling Linn (17); Gandolfda pranciza (3,7,70,11,14)

Dajna (3,7,70,71,14,15,77);  Gandofila tan-lar (7).
Undelined specics: GCandoffdi = conchigliec (7).

Callisitce chione L.

= Pitaria chione Linn. (17);=Merctiix chione Linn.(17)

Moxt tar-Risedda (17) probally nisplaced.

Mactra conaliina Linn, (76,77)

=llactra stultorun (15,76,17); Arzella tor-Romel (75 16,77)

Tellinella pulchella Lam.

= Tellina pulchella Lam. (15)3 foxt tar-Rnella (15)

Angulus planatus Linn

= Tellina planata L. (5,7,18); floxt (5 7, 78)

Donax trunculus Linn. (77)

101

702

Imhar (17) Obviouwsly a misploced name.
Undelined species: Imhar = Tellina varespec.(15)
Obviousdy mioplaced.

Poammocola depresoa Penn,

703

=Psanmolia veopertina (7,15); loxt (7,15)
Abra alba Wood

704

= Syndoompa (Mactrc) lba Vood (7);=€nycina renieri Br.(7)
Anzgell rod-fiuri (7)
Soden marginatus Penn.

105

= Solen vagina L. (5,16,18,20); Stoce (5,76,78,20)
Solen enois Linn. (16, 17)

106

=Ensis ensis L.(16, 17); Stocc (16, 17)
Solecurtus antiquatus ?ulit

107
708

= Solecurtus coarctatus Gmel (20); Siocc (20)
Undelined species: Stoce (70)
Rocellaria dulbia Penn. .

= Castrochuena polii (5,11, 74 18); Farrett b'nifoegn( 5,77 74 78)
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Phodas dacityluy Linne, (5,7,8,9,74,16,17,18)

770

Tanra bajda (5,7,8,9,14,18,18) ;Thamel albiod,Thamra bejda(16)nisprints
Clavagella aperta Sow.

117

= Clavagella mamod, fgmo, (5,18) ;=Clavagella aperta (77 74);
Farrett bl-arzell ( 5,71,74,78).
Clavaaella balanorun Scacchi(5)18)

772

Brome. (5,78)
CEPHAL OPO'J/Q

Sepla ollicinalis Linn. (5 8,16,17,18).

=Sepia filleouxi Lefd(16); Sicéa (5,8,13,16,17,18); Dakar (14);
Chenelr Li~lbahar (the ego bunches)(10,13) ;8etcha (716) misprinted.
Sepiola rondeletii Leach (5,8,76,17,28)

174

=Sepioda (710,71); Dakra (5,176,718 ;Dakar (8,170, 77 73),
Brimba tal-bakar (young)(3); Dachra (17) misprinted.
Sepilola atlantice d'Onl. (3)

715

Brimba tol-baficr (u,oww) (3). _
Loligo vuloctris Lam.(2,3,5,8,11,14,15, 76 77, 78)

716

Klamar (2,3,5,8,70,11,73,74,15,16,77,18)(some spelt old style"Clamar!

Todarodes sagittatus St (16)

717

=Lodigo *odarus Delle Che (5,8,78) ;=Onnastrephas sagittetus (17)
Totln (5,8,70,73,76,17,18) ,
Octopus vulaaris Lom.(5,8,77,74, 75,76 77,78)

718

Qarnita (5,8,71,14,15,16,17,18); Qarnita komund (13);
Brinba tol-bahar (young)(17,13,74)
Octopus macropus Riss., (15,77)

719

=Octopue rwberd Rape (5,18);Frajijel(5,15,77); Frajield (18)
Qarnita ragel (5,78) .
Octopus tuberculatus Blr.(3,8, 77 74)

720

Frajjel (8,70,11,73,74);Qarnita ragel:(8,10,171, 73 14)
Brimba tal-bakar (young) (3) iy
Eledone moochata Leach (5,11,14, 75,76 77.78)

= Ozoena moschata (16);Qarenita tal-isk (5,717,174, 75,76 77,78)

e ——



121 Argonaute argo Linn. (5 5 77 78)
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Dakar (5,71,74); Bajda. tal-Qarnita (shell aw)@ 5 74 78);
QU/LMIL /LLVL-'/,/,O/JCLQLQ (77, 7[}), QOX/L(’/‘(‘L OL-(}OJUM/tCL (3, 77, 74),
Qoxret Ad-dakar (14).
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Mlote: Jt io regretited that in the reference, Moce 4,20 dnd 27 were

Anadvertently placed out of itheir chreonodcgical order; haﬁvwm,
they have been left in itheir present posdiiion, not ito disturlr the

text references.
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