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CHELMTEJN KABEL

Dac Uimbierec ta sur Fons Galea, ma halliniz quiet;
wara Ui ctibtle ghall “Moghdija taz-Zmien” ir-Racen

| SA LAHHAR, riedni inpasparlu wihaga ohra wucoll. Ma
distax tghidlv 1o, Uil dac ir-ragel, ghax jaf jitlob w isis
uara dac Ui teun... “Basta ghall gid,” ighidlec ; “ghall
gid ghamel collox; isa Dun Manuel, ictibli xihiaga I” U

Dun Manuel hace rasu; @’jibda jicteb ? meta ? chif ?
Ahseb u gib min jahseb, ftacart li f°Zghoriti smajt storic;
ma nafe fejn (sewna ighidu U it-tfdl isorru u jerfghu :

<din ghall dawe Ui kuddiem dt-tfdl ighidu oollox), rajt i
biha nista naghmel ftit tal gid; w collu wiched, ghidt,

ingibha fil « Moghdija taz-Zmien” | U haun hi, taht
Pisem ta MastrU Prpe.
Issa min jdf toghgobeoma ? Jece toghgobecom, atw hajr

L Alla; jece 1o, ghidu Ui tridu, basta is-sur Fons ghandw

721 Masrru Prre.
1t-2 ta Awuissu 1908.

Dux MANUEL.



GHAT-TFAL
tghoddu wisk, w ta min itthomlhom f’idejhom
biex jitghalﬁnu wthaga
“Id-Dinja bil Hlejja Taghha >
©
“ - Xghari w’l Bahar”
(Bit-tuzzana, 2/3—bil wiched, 3d.)
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1K
I1 glieda.

“ Haun hu 1i sponza ! uasal is-sacranazz, saffar,
saffar, gharucasa ! sacra uahda, minn filghodu sa fil-
chaxija, u uliedec bil gugh ! Ma tisthix ? Xi tridni
nitmaghhom ’uliedec ? ”

“ Trid issicchet il-1sienec ? 7

“ L&, ma irridx insicctu. Jien lilec ma hadtecx biex
tischirli coljum u toktolni bil gugh. Seuua kaltli
ommi, li ma ghandix x’irridec.”

“ Se ’ddum tredden ? 7’

“ Se ’ddum tischer ? ”

“Issa xitrid ? Jecc schirt, hallast!”

“ Hallast, eh ? minnfloc ma iggib bi¢éa hobz 'ulie-
dec, tmur therbak sa I'inkas habba ghand tal hanut...
1sthi, annimal.”

“Tchellem ftit actar bil galbu ma Zeugec, jecc
Joghgboce.”

““ Offja ghalih ! iridni nitchellem bil galbu! Uice
tost, uara 1i nehhejna collox mfhabba fic; fejn hu
id-deheb tieghi ? sAr imbit; fejn huma il mobbli u
huejjigna? xrobhom; ixrob ucoll i strapuntin ta
uliedec, halli tcun xrobt collox; isthi, int missier ?
int han...”
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Haun ir-ragel ma Bax pacenzia izjed, u kabad
Pmartn. F’dakka uahda, ghajjat, ponnijiet, dagha,
tuerziek, girien jigru biex iferkuhom ; f’abhar, lil
mara ghalkuha ghandhom, collha imbengla, u Dir-
ragel halleuh ualidu, sachemm tghaddilu.

Dic il glieda, saret f’'ualida mill cherrejjiet fkar ta
Parigi, fis-sena 1876. Ir-ragel, Mastru Pepp, u Cata-
rin martu, chienu ilhom mizzeugin maduar it-tnax il
sena ; chellhom ucoll zeugt itfal subien.

Din il glieda, il girien chienu drauha, ghax nistghu
nghidu ta coljum ; imma, din id-darba chienet harxa
seuua, ghax Catarin u it-tfal chienu bil gugh.

Mastru Pepp, chien jahdem fil cauba, n ghas-
sengha ma chien jicsru hadd; xoghol ghall euuel
chellu chemm ried, ghax galantom u jahdem tajjeb ;
imma, uara xi sena li chien ha il Catarin, beda jixrob,
u grog minn haan u katra minn hinn, dara’ ixarrabha
senua, u beda jischer; ghall euuel, coll nhar ta Hadd,
imbaghd tliet darbiet fil gimgha, sachemm beda
jischer coljum. U ischer illum, ischer ghada, in-nies
uarbitu, ix-xoghol nakas, u beda il gugh u il glied.

Tnzerta li dan Mastru Pepp chien ha mara ftit o
xejn fuk taghha, mohha chif tizzejjen u tilbes sabiel,
u hej ! chellha il-Isienha tuil bizzejjed. Biex il bi¢ca
teghrek izjed, malli Catarin rit ir-rotta 1i ha Peppu
taghha, bedghedt tgorrlu; u gorr illum, gorr ghada,
gorr coljum u coll hin, ir-ragel nafar, u biex jinchiha
‘rhielha ghax-xorb chemm felah., Min jaf chiecu hadi-
tu bil chelma it-tajba u bil hleuna, chienetx iggibu ?
Ghax, c6s! haun xi bhejjem li iridu il herra, u
obrajn iridu iz-zigheil, u Mastru Pepp chien uiehed
minn daun, 1i jilirax jece tnigghizhom.
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Issa, nisthajjilcom tahsbu, chif chienu tilghin dauc
iz-zeugt itfal. Zocc tal figel tuil tuil; bil glied ta
missierhom u ommhom kuddiem ghajnejhom, u nidnej-
hom izarzru bid-dagha u ’l cliem hazin taghhom.
Ankas biss ma chienu jafu iroddu is-salib ; u x’salib ?
jece nieshom, mfhabba il glied u is-socor, chienu telku
collox, ula cnisja, ula krar, ula precett, xejn. Eh ! it-
tfil chif jaran jaghmlu; u imorru il cnisja u ighixu ta.
insara, jecc jarau ommhom u il missierhom seuua;
inclele, x’tistenna minnhom ?

Ma nghidx i coll tant Mastru Pepp ma chienx
jidhol fih in-nifsu u izomm xi gimglha jeu tnejn ;
imma, malli martu chienet tibda tgorlu xi ftit, erhilu
ghall brandy. Maltemp u bnazzi, u actarx maltemp..

Imsejenin tfal !

II.
Chelma tajba.

L’ghada tal glieda li semmejna, mastra Pepp stem-
bah dakxejn cmieni, u minghajr ma chellem il hadd,
hareg minn camartu, fejn sejjer ma jafx. Kalbu dejka
seuua, u xi dbengila fuk ui¢éu chellu ucoll.

Hu u niezel it-tarag, Pietru il haddied, chien gejj
mill kuddies, u sejjer jarma ghax-xoghol.

“ X’hemm, mastru Pepp ? ” kallu dan, “ chif chien
da ’l ghodu ?

“ Xi trid taghmel,” uiegeb l'iehor;, “ ma stajtx nor-
kod da ’l-lejl.”

 Ismagh chelma, mastru Pepp, la iltkajna haun ;
m’aliniex sejjrin seuua ghandna incunu, hux ?”



“U chif tista tmur seuua, meta icolloc martec
minghiula ? ma nafx fejn nibda nati rasi, illum jeu
ghada sgur li nakbei minn fuk xi sr.”

“ Tishonx, u taktax kalbec. In-nisa ma tridx tiehu
¢halihom ; huma jeldu pacenzia bina, u ahlna bihom.
Tuahhalx collox f’'martec.”

“ Ghandec tcun il marti ma tafhiex seuua, chiecu
ma tghidx hecc, ghandha kalb... tif 1i il-bierah sa bil
ponn tatni fuk wicei ? 7

“ Min beda, Pepp? ”

“Jien ! u... iva... imma hi scumnicata.”

“ Hu pacenzia, Pepp, ismagh minni. Jecc tiehiu pa-
cenzia, martec ticcuieta; xi drabi ahna inhassruhom
in-nisa, b’in‘nervi taghna.”

“ Seuna.kieghed tghid; imma ara, gejt fiha, u tajtha
ghax-xorb mfhabba fiha ; issa ktajt kalbi, Piet, uliedi
ma jisimghu minni xejn, il cbir ghandu ghaxar snin,
u liehor tmienja, it-tnejn bla hila, infiossni...”

“ Habib, jecc it-tfl tilghin hiiena u dizutli, htija
taghhom ? ghax ma tibaghthomx P’iscola ? ”

“U, mela, dauc tajbin ghall iscola ? u mbaghd
mnejn tridni inhallsilhom ? 7

“ Ghax ma iddahhalhomx ghand il Freres ? daun
izommuhomloc b’xejn; tif chemm jinkalghu ghat-
tfal | Il Mari tal haxix tafha, tif x’tifel ghandha,
jati fastidin ix-xemx ghaddejja, dejjem jiggieled,
jitghajjar, ihabbatha. Minn mindu dahhlitu ghand il
Freéres, tbiddel u sar guejjed daks harnf.”

“ Imma uliedi...”

“ Le, ismagh minni, dauc il Freéres jafu seuua chif
ibiddluhom, u jecc tdf chemm hargu minn taht idejj-
hom irgiel, li kabel chienu tfal ¢majra u li ma contx
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thallas habba ghalihom! Tieghec +ucoll, jecc tibagh-
thom ghandhom, johorgu seuua.”

“ Nisma’ minnec, Piet; chiecu dejjem smajt minnec,
ma contx nigi filli gejt. ”

“ Pepp, jien sejjer ghax-xoghol, ghamel li ghidtlec,
u jecc Alla irid, nergghu niltakghu.”

Meta Pietru telak, mastru Pepp ma bakax kalbu
seuda chif chien, u uahhal f’rasu li dac inhar jahdem
u ma jixrobx. Chellu xi xoghol mibdi, mitluk mfhab-
ba il glied u is-socor, raga kabdu u beda jahdem
chemm chellu hila. Uara xi saghtejn xoghol, kabad xi
haga li chien lesta u telak il barra.

Martu, uara dac li gralha haun il-lejl, meta ratu
Tiereg, hasbet li sejjer il hanut jissacar. It-tfal, meta
rauil missierhom barra, bedghn ineuuhu,iridu il hobz.
L’imsejcna Catarin, meta rit li ankas lokma jiebsa ma -
fadlilha, tilfet rasha, u minn f’loc ma tat il htija xi
ftit lilha, infexxet tishet il gurnata li lakkeghtha ma
Peppu, tixher u tuerzak u thabbat rasha mal hajt.
Imma chif bakghet, meta, nara ftit, lemhet il zeugha
diekiel id-ddr b’zeéug hobzjiet ? F’chemm ili nghi-
dlec, it-tfdl belghu collox: chienu ilhom bil gugh,
imsejcnin !

Meta chielu, mastru Pepp, minghajr cliem xejn,
kabdilhom f’idhom, u hareg maghhom il barra.
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Fra Giusepp.

Catarin, hece chif rit il zeugha hiereg il barra ma
uliedu, libset u harget hi ucoll, u marret urajh bil
kajla kajla, biex tara fejn chien sejjer bit-tfal. Collox
hasbet, barra milli zeugha chien sejjer jibda tassen
hajja tajba. U chif satagh ighaddilha dal hisieb minm
rasha ?

Ghalhece, meta lemhitu ihabbat i1 bieb ta [iscola
tal Fréres, staghgbet m’hux ftit. U billi ma rieditx
li zeugha jinduna li chienet kieghda tghassislu, malli
rat fejn dahlu it-tfal, dauuret denbha ghad-dar u
ghagglet biex tidhiol kablu, taparsi ma harget xejn, li
ma tmurx tiddobba minn ghandu xi tumacca bhall
ta haun il-lejl.

Uara ftit, gie u kabad jahdem bla cliem u sliem;
riedet chiecu tistaksih fejn mir, x’ghamel u x'nat’
jien; imma, billi hu ma chien chellemha xejn, ankas hi
ma ’ssugrat tchellmu.

Hecc ghaddeu bosta granet £’din il hajja bla cliem
u bla glied ; ir-ragel jahdem u ma jischirx u hi tilhak
mad-dar.

It-tfal, dac inhar stess 1i missierhom hadhom ghand
il Fréres, zammeuhom; u minn dac inhar bedghu coll
filghodu imorru I'iscola.

Daun iz-zeugt ahiua, Ciccu u Manueli, ma chienux
ghadhom imbassrin sa barra; imma, chif katt setghu
jitilghu tajbin, jecc kuddiem ghainejliom ma chel-
lhomx hlief Vimgiba hazina ta nieshom ? Chienu,
jahasra, ikumu u jorkdu kalb il glied ta missierhom w
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ommhom, jisimghuhom jitchellmu hazin, jitghajjru,
jidghu, jishtu lil xulxin, coljum, dejjem. Ma chienux
jafu b’Alla blief biex jidghu bih bhall missierhom,
bhall ommhom, u ghalhecc la chienu ihobbu I’Alla u
ankas il nieshom. Minn nieshom chienu jibzghu ghax
jeu idokkulhom bla kiniena jeu ihalluhom bil gugh.
Meta, imma, bdeu imorru liscola tal Fréres, u rau li
chienu mahbubin, hasseu gibda cbira lejn is-surma-
stru taghihom Fra Gusepp, u habbeuh tasseu.

U chien ta min ihobbu il Fra Gusepp, ghall pacen-
zia tieghu li chien ilu jiehiu mat-tfal maduar il hamsa
u ghoxrin sena. Min jaf x’jigifieri tfal, 'actar jecc
jinzertaun tal katgha ta Ciccu u Manueli, Jista ighid
chemm jahtieglu ibati min jiehu hsiebhom. U xejn
talisbu i dan Fra Gusepp dahal mal Fréres ghax
rasu ma 'ttihx, jeu ghax ma chien tajeb ghall xejn ;
18, chellu mohhu tajeb seuua, chien jinkala’ ghall col-
lox, bhiall ma huma, nistghiu nghidu, il Fréres collha,
tant, li chiecu minfloc ma inheba mal Fréres, baka”
t’id-dinja, sgurli chien jibka jissemma; imma, hu ghazel
jahli gherfu u hiltu mat-tfal biex irabbihom fil biza
t’Alla, u ghalhecc talab jidhiol ma ulied San Guann
Battista de la Salle, fundatur tal Fréres u ta 'ischej-
jel taghhom. U dan il fratell (il Fréres bejniethom
jissejjhu fratelli, jigifieri ahua) hece chif beda jah-
dem-ghall gid tat-tfal fokra, hecc baka’ dejjem, u la
it-talibit ma chien ibezighu u ankas ’azionijiet hiziena
ma chienua jaktghulu kalbu. Xi drabi chien icollu tfal
1i thennulec kalbec, mohihom tajeb u jarta, u kalbhom
tal caramelli; imma, bosta drabi chellu ihabbat rasw
ma tfal increpattivi, inchejjusi, psatas, rashom jiebsa u
kalbhom hazina ucoll ; imma, hu dejjem helu, dejjem
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dalicani; sa fl’ahhar, jece: m’hux ileoll, imma il bicca
il cbira chien ibiddilhom li ma taghrafhomx.

Malli mastru Pepp hédlu kuddiemu 'uliedn, Fra
Gusepp, mad-dakka ta ghajn li tahom induna minnu-
fih x’marella imhabbla u imghakkda chienet dic; ma
katax kalbu, ferah bihom, dalihalhom geuua u beda
idur maghhom minn dac inhar, biex jara isibx ircabtu
tal marella u ihollha. U billi, bhalma ghidna, daun iz-
zeugt itfAl ma chienux ghadhom imhassrin minn
geuna u mohlom ankas chien hazin, ma damux ma
bedghu ifarfru il guienah gmielhom, u f’kasir Zmien
tghallmu jakrau.

Ma nghidilcomx chemm ferak Fra Gusepp, meta
rahom mexjin hecc tajeb. I’kasir zmien, il cbir
fosthom, Ciccu, chien jaf hafna taghlim tad-dutrina.
Seuua ighidu : chelma tgharrak u chelma issalva.

Hece ghaddeu sitt xhur. Mastru Pepp mehdi fix-
xoghol, nesa ix-xorb, jahdem u ‘igib id-dér. Imma,
ix-xitan ma hamilx u raga gherfex collox. Din id-
darba, imma, il htija chienet ta Catarin. Arau:

Mela, billi ir-ragel, bhall ma ghidna, beda jahdem
u ma jidholx fi hinienet, ma damx ma uarrab xihaga
zghira, n ghalhecc darba ualda ried b’dac li faddal
Jjixtri xi bicéa ghodda ghas-sengha tieghu. Meta il
mara indunat, billi mohha f’iz-zagarelli u’l hmerijiet,
rieditu chiecu b’dauc il flis jifdilha xi deheb 1i chella
il monti. Ir-ragel kal 18; il mara bedghet tgorr; lilu
telghulu, lil Catrin ucoll, Peunel bdeu biex imieru lil
xulxin, imbaghd jitghajjru, biex sa fl’abhar iggieldu
blicrah.

Uara li tau u tghajjru chemm felhu, mastru Pepp
kéabad il flis i chien uarrab, u minfloc 1i xtara il
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ghodda, mar ghand tal hanut u xorob u sicher sacra
li patta ghall chemm chien ilu bil” gha¢é. Minn dac
inhar regghet bdiet il cantaliena: Peppu jischer u
kieghed, il mara tgorr u tiggieled.

Eh ! in-nisa, chiecu ma iriduhiex tghaddi dejjem
taghhom, chemm jahbtu ahjar ! Imma mur fehimhom:
titlef il kileb u ’l gbejna! Issa, x’hadet Catarin ? ma
cliienx sejjer gmielu Peppu taghha ? Mn’Alla 1i lejla
nahda Peppu raga iltaka’ ma Pietru il haddied, 1t
chien fil bitha jithaddet ma Mari tal haxix.

IV.
Li scola tal Fréres.

“ X'hemm, Pepp,” staksieh Pietru malli rah, ¢ chif
inhuma sejjrin it-tfal mal Fréres. ”

“ Tajjeb uisk, u ma nafx chif nibda inhallsec! Taf 11
ma taghrafhomx izjed ? ”

“ Seuua seu,” kabiet Mari, bhall Chelinu tleghl
“fejn taf x’chien fih, chiecu katt chien ihallini mu-
ment sabar ; xi tghid, Zeugi ghadu hajj? ma contx
nista insiblu tarfu; minn mindu imma dalihaltu ghand
il Fréves, tghakkal 1i jatic gost ; ma tafx chemm beda
jakra u jicteb, jisma minni f’collox, fejn dari... Is-Sibt
li ghadda gie ferhan ferhan jurini il midalja li tauh. ”

“ Tieghi ghadhom ma kalghux midalji, ” issocta
Peppu; “imma mixjin il kuddiem seuua; Ciccu im-
baghd, il chir tieghi, sgur jirnexxili, ghax irzitta
seuua, u l'ielior ucoll; imma dac ghidu zghir.”

“ Rajt chif seuna ghidtlec dac inhar? chiecu ma
smajtx minni, ma contx tista titghaxxak b’uliedec.”
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“ U billi it-tfil imorru liscola, Piet, u keghdin igi-

‘bu ruhiliom tajjeb, taliseb int 1i kalbi m’ihiex seuda ? 7

“ U m’hux colbadd ghandu is-salib tieghu?

“ Iva... imma tieghi tkil uisk ; ma niflahx chalih.
Dic il minghula ta marti, gennitni, tilfitli rasi. ”

“ Taktax kalbec, mastru Pepp, min jakta kalbu,
m’hux ragel ! Tara, int, chif ghad tidbiddel.”

“ Le, Piet, dic ma tidbiddilx; dic taf chif ghid
tispicéa? Jeu naktghilha rasha,jeu ittemmni bil ghali.”

¢ U hallic minn dan; int ghax takta kalbec? uara
il maltemp stenna il bnazzi. Ejja naghmlu zeug passi
flimchien.

“ Sahha, Mari!”

 Sahha ghalicom ! ”

Minn mindu mastru Pepp kabad jaghmilha ma
Pietru il haddied, ma bakax chif chien, dejjem bil
buri u imdejjak ; u billi it-tfal ucoll dejjem issuctau
igibu rulihom tajjeb, u fid-dar jingabru cmieni u ma
jiggildux, beda coltant jidhol fih in-nifsu; ghax, ghall
chemm chien taha ghall isdingar, haiina sa barra
kalbu ma chelluax. U m’hux Peuuel darba kabzulu
id-dmugh minn ghainejh, meta chien jara f’liema sura
gié imhabba ix-xorb, u li la hu, la martu u inkas
uliedu, ma chellhom bosta drabi x’jieclu. Il fakar u
il gugh chienu jiergglinu igaghluh ghax-xoghol; imma,
ma ’euuel ghaug, arah jitlak collox u imur ghand tal
hanut. Il ghaliex dan? Ghax f'dic id-dar chienet
tonkos I'alijar u Pakua haga—il biza t’Alla. Dan hu
li izommoc.

Mastru Pepp u Catarin, ghall chemm insara, chienu
ilhom ma jirfsu il cnisja ma nafx chemm; la kuddies,
la precett, la talb, xejn; nistghu nghidu i ma chel-
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Thomx Religion. U din biss tista tkauuilec kalbec;
mita is-slaleb izurfic, hi biss tista tnissel il paci, ghax
bniedem minn ghajr Religion, . kiesu bastiment minn
ghajr tmun, jeu niehed marid mitluk minn colhadd.

Ghidna kabel, chif ulied mastru Pepp chienu dahlu
ghand il Fréres u i bdeu ucoll igibu ruhhom tajjeb
hafna; ghalhecc Fra Gusepp beda biex ikanklilhom
ftit kalbhom u igaghalhom ikobbu I’Alla, ihobbu ’om-
mhom u ’l missierhom, icunu tfal tajba, u jaharbu id-
dnub. U ma chienx jaghzak fl'ilma, ghax ma ghad-
diex nisk li daun it-tnejn lalku il shabhom ucoll;
Pactar il chir, 1i chellu mohhu jarfa m’hux hazin.
Erhilhom filghaxija, malli jisculau; imorru dritt dritt
id-dar ighaddu il-lezzioni, mbaghd jinxtehtu kuddiem
salib, li chienu kalghu minn ghand Fra Gusepp, jitol-
bu. Dic hrara, dac prapost, dic gabra; chien fihom
ghaxka.

“ Uliedi; ” darba kalilhom Fra (Gusepp, ‘“jecc tridu
i Alla ibierec lilcom u ’l niescom, kiesu li ma thallu
katt it-talb ta filghodu u ta filghaxija u kisu Ui tghi-
duh bil kalb, tafux ? ”

U huma semghun minnu, ghax minn mindu tghallmu
jitolbu, katt ma halleu did-drauua hece sabiha.

Ghall eunel, mastra Pepp, billi chellu molihiu mimli
bil hmerijiet, chemm chemm ma riedx jidhac bihom,
u Catarin ucoll, ghax, bhall ma ghidna, katt ma chie-
nu jitolbu, u chien jidhrilhom i minn ghajr Religion,
il bniedem jista icun cuntent ; iva, chiecu il bniedem
chien annimal......... imma, imbaghd drau hecc, I
chienu jokoghdu iharsu lejhom u jitghaxxku bihom
jarauhom fil gabra jitolbu ’Alla ghalihom.

Mela darba, uakt li daun ii-zeugt ahuwa chienn
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keghdin uhudhom gharcubtejhom ighidu "uzariu, ma
nafx chif ommhom meriet il zeugha, u, hejj, kamet
glieda bil chif.

Mastru Pepp dac inhar ma chienx fis-sacra; ghal-
hece, meta telghulu seuuna, kabad f'martu u beda jati-
ha bla hniena. It-tfil, malli rau il missierhom collu
imberghen u Pommhom takt idejh, tueruuru; iz-zghir-
mir stahba fecamartu jibehi, il cbir inxtehet kuddiem
missieru, u :

“Pa,” kallu, “Halliha, jahasra, Pommi! Ghax ma
ticcuietax u tmur titlob I’Alla ? Nahseb li ghax ma
titolbux, ghalhecc katt ma tiftiehmu u dejjem ghand-
com xi tghidu.”

Mastru Pepp, f’dic is-salina, jakbad fibnu uw jim-
buttah b’herra hecc cbira, li uakkghu u ueggghu.
F’dakka nahda intebah b’chefritu, ra i ma mexiex
seuua, ta’ dakka fuk mohhu, hareg il barra u halla
Pibnu jibehi u il mara collha imkanfda u imbengla.

Dac inhar, imma, ma marx jixrob, telkilha ankas
jat fejn, hisiebu f’ibnu, li ma chien ghamillu xejn, u li
chien fl'iscola u f’id-dar kieghed igib ruku hecc ta-
jeb, u hu chellu il hila jalkru lil ibnu...

“ Eh,” beda ighid uahdu, “ chiecu f'zoghriti chelli
min jieha hsiebi u irabbini seuua, ma contx nasal
fejn nasalt ; chien icun ahjar ghalija. Ara, ghax il
Fréres hadu hsieb uliedi, chif tbiddlu, u jien chelli il
hila lil Cicen tieghi inuaddbu ma ’art ! Chiefer li
jien ; 18, 18, m’hix hajja din tieghi, ma jistax icun li

nibka hece!”
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Y.
X’'taghmel I'imgieba it-tajba.

* Minn dac inhar tal glieda, 1i fiha rajna il mastra
Pepp jinfexx f’ibnu u ixejjru ma Part, ghaddeu tliet
xhur shah, li fihom Ciccu u Manueli bedghu juru
ictar seuua i ghand il Fréres ma chienux keghdin
ghalxejn. Jakrau gmielhom, jictbu sabieh u bla zball,
attenti; il cbir, mbaghd, beda jitghallem ucoll xihaga
tad-disinn, biex il kuddiem ictar jista jilhak seuua
fis-sengha.

F’daun it-tliet xhur, il missier la xorob iijed, u
ankas iggieled, mohbu biss f’uliedu, ifittex 1i jitghall-
mu dejjem izjed ; u ghalhecc, m’hux ’euuel darba li
staksihom xi tghallmu I’iscola, u xi grajja semghiu tar-
Religion. Hece, bil ftit il ftit, chien kieghed jiftah
g'ﬁdme]h dejjem izjed, u dejjem izjed j ]ara bid-dieher
chemm ir-Religion tisua.

“ Missier, ” kallu darba il cbir,  tAf x’kalilna Fra
Gusepp ? Li jecc ahna irridu incunu henjin f’did--
dinja, ghandna nisimghu mn’Alla u mill Cnisja om-
mna. Ghandna inhobbu I’Alla u natuh il kima taghna,

" ghandna nitolbuh bil kalb, ma ghandniex insemmuh
fil batal u ankas nidghu bih; ma ghandniex nahdmu
fil Hdud u fil btajjel, daun il granet ghandna inghad-
duhom fil enisja, fit-talb, fil mistrih u fil gabra, gha--
liex alina insara.”

Hece kallu darba ibnu, u’l missier kaghad itieghem
u jixtdr da’l cliem.

“ Mela,” kil bejnu u beju rutiu,  ghalhecc jien
dejjem kalbi seuda u bil buri, ghax nidghi, nischer,
ma ‘mmurx cnisja, u nahdem fil Hdud. Seuua kallt’

gy
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ibni! Minn mindu uliedi dahlu ghand il Fréres, chiecu
katt igemgmu, chiecu katt tisma hosshom, ghad 1
mthabba fija labku rakdu bil gugh.”

Daun chienu il fisebijiet Ii ghaddenlu minn mohhu
dac inhar, u ma ghaddeulux ghalxejn. U filghaxija,
meta uliedu ingabru ghalihom, ighidu 'uzarin, resak
hdejjhom hu ucoll, biex jitghallem jitlob bhalhom;
u uara li chielu u marru biex jorkdu, mastru Pepp,
dic 1il-lejla, kabel ma dahal fis-sodda, radd is-salib.
Chien ilu jorkod u ikum minnghajr salib ! Hecc da’l
missier, rifes fuk I'euuel targa tat-tinubija, u din ma
chienitx haga ighira ghalih, billi dejjem ghix ta
annimal.

Kieglied jigini hsieb.

Jecc dan li kieghed inghid fuk mastra Pepp, katt
Jjircabta f’idejn xi missier jeu omm, jien nitlobhom
bil herka collha, li jielidu hsieb uliedhom, irabbuhom
fil biza t’Alla, jibzghu ghalihom, jehduhom maghhom
il cnisja ghall krér u it-tkarbin, u ghall kuddies, ikisu-
lhom il passi taghhom, jarau ma min jaghmluha,
x’cotba jakrau ; ghax dan huid-dmir ta min ghandu
Pulied, dmir cbir, li jecc jonksu minnu, Alla P’imbie-
rec ghad jistaksihom il ghaliex.

Jecc daun il misserijiet ma jistghux jaghmlu
dan collu ma uliedhom, ghaliex, jecc jistghu, ma idah-
hluhomx f’xi istitut ? Ghandna hafna fostna, u ghall
colhadd: ghas-sinjuri, ghall fokra, ghall iltiema, bniet
u subien, fejn mal biza t’Alla, uiehed jista jitghallem
-chif igib ratiu man-nies, u chif bix-xoghol ta idejh, u
bil hila ta mohhu, jakla ghall hajja.

Ma nafxil ghala, x’uliud, it-tfil jitilkahom f’idejn
il barranin, ghax il mama ghandha ir-reception u il
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papa Lat home u it-tnejn it-tiatrn u ’ghada il ballu...
Eh, chemm ¢hd jibecuhom ir-receptions, V'at homes,
u it-tiatri u il ballijiet, meta uliedhom, imrobbijin
hazin, iduru ghalthom u jaksmulhom kalbhom b’az-
zionijithom. U. dan ghas-sinjuri ; u ghall fkar? 11
fkar ucoll, ghalavvolja ma ghandhomx il modi, ghan-
dhom huejjieg ohra, 1i jisiltulec id-dmugh minn
ghaineje !

Biex it-tifel igib xihaga id-ddr, malli iloll sakajh
mill fiskija, jibaghtuhulec jiggiera mat-triekat b’cax-
xun imdendel ma ghonka ibiegh is-sulfarini jeu
bi xcupilja jibblacca, jeu is-stik jarfa, basta igib xi
haga. Min jAt chemm tfAl thassru hecc ! min jaf
chemm tfal hargu filgliodu minn dar ommhom safjin
bhall angli biex filghaxija jidhlulec b’rulihom im-
tebbgha !

Jien ma nafx chif daun 'ommijiet jeu misserijiet li
jaghmlu hece ma uliedhom, jistghu jokoghdu b’saba-
rhom ; din imhabba li ihobbuhom 1’uliedhom ? Jien
se’r ‘ntauunal, hux ? Halluni inghid collox, ghax jien
naf chemm ghelejt imfhabba il ghakal ta xi ommijiet,
meta chelli fi hsiebi I’Istitut ta Bonnici; jeu uara li
icunu thabtn daun Pommijiet u xi missier ucoll biex
idaliblu it-tifel f’xi istitut, uwara 1i icunu beheulec,
u xi drabi ghidbulec ucoll chemm felhiu, jeu rahlimu-
lec u ghamlulec kalbec ighira, ghax jahasra fkér,
ghax ankas biss ghandhom biex jitrejkn, ghax hece,
u sebal u dalam ; uara li teun ktajtilhom xeukithom,
u dahhaltilhom P’nliedhom, fI’alijar johorguhomloc !
Iva ; dan gara lili, bhall ma gara lil ta kabli, lil Dun
Frangisc Bonnici, li hakku statua tar-rham il Mall
ohall gid li ghamel lil pajjizu u ghat-tiubija u’l ghert
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ta hajtu *—u forsi bhall ma kieghed jigri lil ta urajja;
iva, idahhlulec it-tifel ta tminn snin, ghax ma jaf
jaghmel xejn, biex inakksu buaccun, biex jiffrancau
bic¢ca huejjeg ; u mita dan it-tifel jibda jaf igebbed il
gilda bi snienu, u jidhrilhom li jista jakla sold coljum,
huma stess johorguhulec mill post, huma stess ixeb-
bghuh, jecc ma ighidulux chif ghandu jaghmel biex
jabrab. Hecc m’hax seuna, ghax it-tifel ma icun
ghadu tghallem xejn, icun kieghed jibda, u mita jarga.
isib rulin imxejjer mat-triekat, jitlef colma tghallem,,
u jithassar f'kasir 2mien.

Gbids fit-tul, hux ? Halli nergghu issa niltakghu ma
mastru Pepp u martu Catarin.

Din, billi bhall ma ghidna, chellha mohha fil mod:
u iz-zagarelli, chienet ghadha ma tiebet xejn, dejjem
bic-ciera u mghaddba ma zeugha. Ma dan collu, ma
damitx ma indunat, 1i uliedha, minn mindu dahlu
ghand il I'réres, sara hecc tajba, 1i bi tiubithom,
sueu hatfna biex jonkos il glied ta coljum ta bejunha u
bejn zeugha.

* Dun Frangisc Bonnici, Canoncu tal Cadidral, Pro-
fessur tat-Teologia fI’Universita taghna, dan chien
Peuuel wielied i beda jigbor it-tfal fkér u ltiema.
biex ighallimhom il biza t’Alla u is- sxnj]a LVistitut
tleghu semmeuh id-“Dar ta San (rueepp —imma, in-
nies ghadha ttrhldlu “Ta Bonnice.” Ghall dan 1 lstltut
hela hue]]gu s‘lﬁtu u miet fkir leJllet il Milied tas-
sena 1905, Din 1’1sbah tithira li nistghiu natuh.

Ilam, id-“Ddr ta San (rusepp jaghmel minnha
Dun (xOlg Bugeja; u ghandu mieghu hames “Frores.

Min jista ighid chemm gid isir ﬁha id-Ddr ta San.
(xqupp !
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U Alla Vimbierec, chien kieghed jinkeda’ b’daun it-
+fal, biex ibiddel hajjiet missierhom u ommhom.

11 Fréves, immela, bil pacenzia u is-sagrificei tagh-
hom, u bil gherf ta mokliom, chienu m’hux biss kegh-
«in jaghmlu gid ma Ciccu u Manueli, imma ma
nieshom ucoll ; ghax daun, bhall ma narau il kud-
diem, imfhabba it-ttubija ta uliedhom, regghu resku
lejn il cnisja u tghallmu ihobbu I’Alla.

Ciceu, billi chellu mohhu jilhaklu hafna, erhilu igorr
lejn id-d4r, chemm premijiet, midalji u cotba mill
ahijar chien icun hemm ; u m’hux darba u tnejn Ii
mastru Pepp ha f'idejh daun il cotba u krahom b’gid
«cbir ta ruhu.

Darba uahda, Ciccu kala’ ctieb ichar minn tas-soltu,
mar jurieh collu ferhan lil missiern, u tahulu biex

Jakrah.

Ma hemmx bzonn nghidilcom 1i da ’1 ctieb chien
jithaddet fuk it-trobbija ta 1’ulied; u mastrn Pepp
kara fih fuk chif dauc il misserijiet u Pommijiet I
irabbu seuna 'uliedhom, f’did-dinja icunu cuntenti,
ghax uliedhom jitghallmu ikiobbuhom u jitolbu ghali-
hom, hece ucoll dauc li ma jiehdux hisiebhom seuua u I
bl’imgiba hazina taghhom kuddiemhom ihassruhom u
arazznuhom, jighdu is-sahta fuk darhom, u minn
aliedhom stess ma jakilghux hlief azzionijit hziena.
Dan kara’ mastru Pepp, fil ctieb ta ibnu.

“ Dan,” kal bejnu u bejn rulin, “ dan chien jaka’
fuki li ma smajtx minn Pietru il haddied. Dauc il
Fréres kieghdin minn f’lochi jihdu hsieb uliedi, u jien,
bl’imgiba hazina tieghi, kieghed inhott colma huma
kieghdin jibnu bis-sabar u ’d-duejjak taghhom. Ghax
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ma nibdiex, mela, jien ucoll ingib ruhi tajjeb kuddienr
uliedi ? 7

Hece kal, u balleg! beda biex ’ghada filghaxija
(chien il Hadd) mar il cnisja.

VI
Fil cnisja.

Chien ilu gmielu ma jidhol fi cnisja mastru Pepp !
Ghal hece, malli rifes mill ghadba il geuuna, hass bhall
tchexchixa bard 1i grietlu ma gismu collu. Dahal u
baka’ scantat mita ra it-tfal collha tal Fréres f’zeug
fillieri minn naklha il uahda u Pokhra, bil prapost collu,
gharcubtejhom, jitolbu. Billi in-nofs tal cnisja chien
battil, mastru Pepp baka’ tiela il fuk, sellem 1lil Fra
Gusepp, u mar jokghod hada’ ibnu Ciccu, i chien
collu migbur jitlob, uni¢éu f’idejh.

Uara ftit, colhadd bil kieghda, u telghet il prieteca.

Ma contx tisma hoss, hemda liema bhala ghalavvolja
chien hemm mal mija u hamsin tifel. Dac cuiet, dic
gabra, dac prapost ! u chiecu xi hadd ihares I'ura ?

Mastru Pepp, meta ra il kassis tiela jipprietca, gié
x’kallu: “Obrog il barra! ma tarax li sejjer irakkdec ?*
mur ara shabec x'ighidu, meta jisimghu li mastru
Pepp mar il cnisja ghall prietea ; u huejjeg ohra bhall
daun. Chien dac i ma ghandux x’jaghmel, mifni go
fih, ghax mastru Pepp zelaklu mn’idu; imma dan, il
cnisja chien, u ’l cnisja baka’; tafa’ dakka ta ghajn
ful ibnu, rah jitlob, ictarx chien kieghed jitlob ghalih,
kabzitlu demgha minn ghainejh, chienet demgha ta
indiema, ta soghba, u hass kalbu titbiddel u bhalchie-
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cu jituieled mill gdid. Chienet il mahfra 1i nizlet fuku
ghat-talb ta uliedu.

Meta tat il barca, hareg jistenna it-tfAl fil bieb.
Daun, malli ranh, iddendlu mieghu, u:

“Pa,” kalulu, “ommna fejnha? ma gietx mieghec !

Dil mistoksija hauuditu ftit, ghax faceritu fil bluhat
ta martu ; ma chellux il hila iniegeb Vuliedu, hlief
b’rasu biss ; kabdilhom f’idejhom u telkulha flimchien
lejn 1d-déar.

Dic il-lejla ghaddiha jakra fil cotba ta uliedu, u
mér jorkod b’ix-xeuka li ma idumx ma jishah I’ghada
biex jaghmel dac 1i haseb, jigifieri krara seuna! Uara
Iichel, weta colhadd dahal biex jorkod, mastru Pepp:
ma marx fis-sodda, kabel ma talab hafna; u ferhan
bil hsieb li jibda hajja gdida, rakad il-lejl collu, u
katt bhall dac il-lejl.

L’ghada fil ghodu, uara li uassal I’uliedu ’iscola,.
staksa ghall Fra Gusepp. Ma damx ma gi¢ dan; u
mastru  Pepp, malli rah, mar fuku u bid-dmugh
’ghainejh kallu :

“ Jien ma nafx biex nibda inhallsec ghall gid 1i gha-
milt 'uliedi: chienu hiiena u tjiebu, chienu horox u
traddbu. ”

“ Uliedec,” uiegbu Fra Gusepp, “ghandhom kal-
bhom tajba hafna; chiecu bakghu barra, chienu jithas-
sru; tAf chemm nizzihajr ’Alla li ried jinkeda bina,.
biex jaghmel gid I’uliedec.”

“U jien ucoll nizzikajr lilu, minn mindu jishah sa
ma jidlam, u lilcom ucoll, u nixtiek li coll min ghandu
tfal *mtajjrin, jibaghthom ghandcom. Fra Gusepp, int
ghadec ma tafx chemm hu cbir il gid 1i ghamiltu,
‘ghax ma uliedi gbartu lili ucoll. Jien, lactar 1i gejt
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haun biex tghidli X’ghandi naghmel, ghax marridx
incun ta ghajb ’uliedi, irrid nibda hajja ta nisrani.
Nixtiek naghmel krara seuuna ; tridx tkararni int ? >

“ Mastru Pepp, atina m’aliniex kassisin, u ghalhecc
ma nharrnx. [San Guann Battista de la Salle, funda-
tur taghna, katt ma ried li uliedu ikaddsn, biex ictar
icollhom zmien jiehdu hsieb it-tfdl ; ma dan collu,
ghandi kassis f’idejja ighodd ghalic nisk: staksi ghall
Dun Anton, jokghod ftit i1 bghid mill cnisja ; mur
ghandu u ma jibdilecx.”

“ Hecc naghmel... u ghadirni, tafx, ghaliex jien ma
nafx ingib ruhi seuna. Sejjer ; itlob ghalija.”

“ Mur ; Alla Pimbierec izommoc £’dil fehima tajba.”

Dun Anton, chien imsemmi uisk ghall gid 1i chien
jaghmel u ghall grottli i chien jakbad. Ma nafx
x’chellu, coll min chien irid jirranga laffarijiet ta
ruhu, erhilu ghall ghandu, u ’euuel darba ma chie-
netx teun 'ahhar. Il gurnata collha chemm hi tuila,
issa Jipprietca, issa ikarar, issa jigri minn hemm u
minn haun’ ifittex xi naghga mahruba u mitlufa.
Chien jidhol collimchien, basta jaghmel gid, u colhadd
-chien ihobbu. Min jaif chemm seuna praspar, chemm
xebbjiet heles mill csir il ghonk, u chemm gabar
-obirajn, li chiecu ma chienx hu, chienu jintilfu. Sa ’l
hziena chienu iliobbuh; u meta da’l kassis chien jidher
x’imchien, colbadd jilkghu u jisimghu. Malli Dun
Anton lemah kuddiemu il mastru Pepp, billi chellu
naschja tajba, xamm malajr x’giebu ghandu ; u ghal-
‘hece lakghu bill ferha collha, dahhlu f’camartu u
karru.

Minn dac il hin, dac il mastrudaxxa hass f’kalbu
titnissel paci u barca liema bhalha. Kém minn riglejn
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Dun Anton, sejjer itir bil ferh, u kil li dic il krara li
-ohamel chienet uilditu mill gdid. U tasseu li tbiddel
ghall collox ; ghax, m’hux biss li katt ma fettex il
hanut izjed ; imma, katt izjed ma raga jinfexx jidghi
u jitchellem hazin bhall kabel. Erhilu, malli jarfa ix-
xoghol, ghall cnisja, jinviita il Sidna Gesu u ighid
Puzariu. Coll nhar ta Sibt ikerr, u coll nhar ta Hadd
Jitkarben. M’hemm bzonn nghidu li mal ghaka,l beda
ix-xoghol, u max-xoghol il kliegh ucoll. Oh, ir-Religion
-chemm tisua biex tarmi il paci u is-sabar, il barca u’l
-¢id fil klib u fid-dar ucoll !

Catarin ma damitx ma ndunat 1i zeugha tbiddel;
imma, billi ma chienitx taf bil krar u it-tkarbin tieghu,
ma setghetx tfisser din it-tibdila collha. Il ghakal,
imma, ta zeugha ma chienx kieghed jaghmlilha id-
-deni.

“ Ara, x’hemm, mastru Pepp,” kallu darba Pietru,
x’hin rah hiereg mill cnisja.

“ X’hemm Piet ! Cos, taf 1i b’dic id-dakxejn ta chel-
‘ma tieghec ghamiltli gid m’hux ftit ? Alla ihallsec, -
-ghax jien ma nafx chif.”

 Issa, m’intix sejjer ahjar f’sahtec, t’ruhec, f’darec,
f’uliedec ?...”

“U nghid, Piet; u tant inhossni ferban 1i nixtiek
‘ma naf x’naghmel biex nara il colhadd ighix ta nisra-
ni. Jien ma nafx xi hmerija hi dic i x’uhud irida
idahhlu f’ras il bniedmin li tista tghix fil hena bla
ir-Religion ! ”

“Jien tAf x’inghifl, i uakt is-slaleb, jecc ma is-
-sabbrecx ir-Religion, tfittex xi sr jen xi revolver.”

¢ Dakshecc hu! Min jif chemm il darba ghaddhietli
“minn rasi dil bicea ! ”
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“ U uliedec, x’ahbarhom ? ”

“ Uliedi, sejjrin tajjeb seuna; gurnata ahjar mill
ofira. Chemm ghamluli gid uliedi! ankas huma ma
jafu x’gid ghamluli.”

“ T Catarin 7 ”

“Xi trid inghidlec, Piet ? GhAdha bhall kabel ;
meta nara il marti il cnisja, nista inghid .1i ma jon-
kosni xejn. Nittama li mad-dumx, uliedi ghdd ibid-
dluha, bhall ma biddlu lili. Fejn taf chemm keghdin
jitolbu ; uabhlu f'rashom li fl’euuel tkarbina taghhom,
jiena u ommhom ghandna nitkarbnu maghhom.”

“ M’hux li chien ! Alla jismaghhom sgur ! ”
 Hecc nitma jien. Sahha, Piet. ”
¢ Sahha, u kauui kalbec. ”

VII.
L’euuel Tkarbina.

Sgur li hadd ma nesa il jum li fih tkarben ’euuel
darba. Jece f’hajjitna collha, ghaddejna siegha tajba,.
dac inhar i tkarbin’na ’enuel darba ! Frahna tasseu,
ghax conn’na ilna nistenneu li ighadduna ghall
precett. Dan il hisieb, chemm ghamlilna gid ! Meta
il bichi ghafsilna kalbna, meta spallejna garrbu it-.
tokol tas-salib, meta libiebna lhalleuna jen bieghuna,.
u hatteu colma conn’na bnejna f’kalbhom biex jimleu
kalb haddiehor ghalina, it-tifchira ta ’euuel tkarbina,.
gaghlitna ninseu collox, collox ghaddielna u mar! U
il bichi, u is-slaleb, u il hibieb karricka hadniehom.
bi¢-cajt. Ah, dic 1l pircissioni minn San Gagbu ghall
San Guann, b’dauc it-tfil bil mldalja li ma ninseuha
]\att !
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U din il gurnata hecc sabiha chienet rieska gmiela:
Ciccu u Manueli ghoddhom uaslu biex jitkarbnu ghall
eunuel darba. Jecc il Fréres jahidmu izzejjed biex it-tfal
jitrabbeu seuuna u jitghallmu igibu rufihom seuna ma
Alla u man-nies, u icunu jistghu bil ghakal taghhom
jakalghu bi¢ca iobz, ghalihom u ghall nieshom; inhal-
licom talisbu x’jaghmlu biex ihiejjuhom seuna ghall
euuel tkarbina; issa billi ifissrulhom it-taghlim nisrani,
u il cobor tal haga 1i sejjrin jaghmlu, u issa ucoll billi
ftit granet kabel jigbruhom jisimgtiu il chelma t’Alla
u inaddfu rulihom bi krara tajba.

U it-tfal ta mastru Pepp, imrobbijin mill Fréres,
imheggin tit-taghlim taghhom, nisthajjilcom talsbu
chemm ghamlu biex jithejjeu seuua ghall euunel tkar-
bina. F’dauc il granet 1i moliliom mimli biss b’dac li
sejjrin jaghmlu, u i f'’kalbhom ma chellhomx xeukat
ofira hlief li jilkghu il Gesl, chienu saru donnhom
zeug Angli tas-Sema.

Cos, chemm huma ixxurtiati it-tfal, 1i jithajjru
jaghmlu seuua 1’enuel tkarbina u jifhmu scont il gha-
kal ta sninhom dic Peuuel ziara li is-Sultan tas-Sema u
tal’art jaghmlilhom fid-duejra ta kalbhom! Oh, chemm
gid u barca ixerred fukhom Alla 'imbierec dac il bin!
Gid u barca li jisueulhom hafna ghall dac i irid
ighaddi minn ghalibom.

Meta, ta insara li alina, inharsu lejn it-tfal, chemm
daun jidhrulna cbar u sbieh u ta min jaghmel ghali-
hom collox biex jibkghu tajbin! Chif nistghu katt
nitilkuhom uehidhom ? Chif ma nigux mishutin jecc
natuhom xi ghajn hazina u nghallmuhom il hazen ?

U meta narauhom sejjrin jitkarbnu u niftacru . chif
" Gesi sejjer ipaxxihom bil Gisem u id-Demm tieghu il
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ghaziz, ma inhossux f’kalbna xihaga li iggaghalna,
lil dauc it tfal zghar u heluin, dejjem nixtekulhom

 jibkghu safjin u sbieh kuddiem il ghainejn t’Alla ?

» Ma nixtiekux, 1i chiecu jista icun, inkeghiduhom taht
bozza biex it-trib tal hazen ma ighabbarhomx u ir-rih
‘tad-dinja ma inixxifhomx ? Dan hassejtu jien, hassej-
nih ileoll, coll meta iltkajna mat-tfal sejrin jaghmlu
T’euuel tkarbina. U dan hassejnih fuk it-tfal tal ghini
u tal fkir, il ghaliex kuddiem Alla ma hemmx cbir u
2ghir, gbani u fkir, sabih uicreh ; imma, ahna ilcoll
uliedu u Cristu nizel ghall colhadd. U hassejuih ictar
ghall ulied il fkir, ghax daun, billi actarx jiggerreu
mitlukin ghar-riehhom, ictar jinhtegilhom min jiehu
hisiebhom.

Harsu lejn ulied mastru Pepp; x’chien isir min-
nhom chiecu il Fréres ma hadux hsiebhom ? Chiecu
missierhom ma samaglix minn Pietru il haddied, ma
chienux jithassru ghall collox ? Imma, ghax samagh
minnu, u ghax il Fréres hadu hsiebhom, telghu bil
ghakal; u ’enuel gid i ghamlu, ghamluh ma missie-
rhom uw ommhom. U jece daun ii-zeugt aliua minn
mindu dahlu ghand il Fréres dejjem giebu rulihom
tajjeb u imxeu il kuddiem gurnata ahjar mill ohra,
f’dauc is-sitt gimghat li chien fadal biex jaghmlu
Peuuel tkarbina kaghdu hece seaua 1i la il Fréres ula
nieshom sabu ighidu fukhom xihaga. Lejliet, imbaghd,
dac il ghors, uara li kerreu, marru dritt lejn id-dar,
hsiebhom biss biex P’ghada jilkghu seuna il Gesu
f’sidirhom.

B’din I'imgiba hecc tajba taghhom, rattbu ucoll
Peghbusija t’ommhom, li ma setghetx ma tidholx fiha
infisha, u tara b’ghainejha u tmiss b’idejha, chif fejn
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hemm ir-Religion, jinsib ucoll il prapost, il ghakal,
is-sabar u ’l ferh. Ghax, min dahhal f’dic id-dar il
paci ? min razzan il zeugha ? min gieb ix-xaba’ minn
floc il guh u ’l fakar ? m’hux euuilla ir-Religion ?

Mela, dic il-lejla, daun iz-zeugt ahua, uara li kalu
it-talb ta filghaxija, kabel xejn ma marru jorkdu,
inxtehitu f’riglejn missierhom u ommhom, talbuhom
il mahfra ta coll ma chienu ghamlulhom u ta coll
raghxa li tauhom, u ’l barca taghhom ucoll, biex ictar
icunu jistghu jithejjen seuna ghat-tkarbina tal ghada.
Mastru Pepp, b’kalbu maksuma, berichom u talab
PAlla li dauc iz-zeug xitljet isiru sigar 1i jatu frott
tajjeb ; u 'omm ucoll refghet idha u talbitilhom mis-
sema coll barca  Fl’Isem tal Missier,w ta 'Tben, u ta
UIspirtu is-Santw.” Uakt, imma, 1i chienet hecc tberi-
richom, rdt chemm dac il hin uliedha chienu ahjar
minnha, u hasset 11 hi ghandha taghmel bhalhom
ucoll. Ghaddeulha minn kuddiem ghainejha fimeri-
jeitha collha, rat Ii jece dari zeugha chien taha ghall
isdingar u balla ix-xoghol, hi chella fitija m’hux ftit w
kalbha inkasmet, u meta ghanket l'uliedha, uara I
berchithom, minn ghainejha beda niezel imhallat mad-
dmugh tal ferh, id-dmugh ta I'indiema.

Minn dac inhar, Catarin bedghet hajja olra.

Ma hemmx ghalfejn inghidu x’mitt sena chellhom
Ciceu u Manueli, li jisbah I'ghada, biex jaktghu 1ic-
bar xeuka ta hajjithom. B’dan il hisieb dahlu fis-sodda,
b’dan il bsieb rakdu u holmu 1i ittajjru il fuk, barra
mid-dinja u li sabu ruhliom kalb biuda liema bhalha,
f’nofs ta daul isbah minn dac tax-xemx, u f’'dac id--
daul rau itirn minn haun u minn hinn; hafna ktajja ta.
tfal libsin ’abjad, ta gmiel liema bhalu, u daun it--
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tfal stiednuhom Dbiex jittajjru maghhom u huma
ittajjru u marrn kuddiem tarbija riekda fuk id-deheb
u ’l gaunhar, u tarbija hecc hielua, u hece sabihia li malli
rauha, kalulha: “ Gesu, Gesu, chemm int helu!...”
Stembhiu it-tnejn ferhanin ser itiru u kalu lil xulxin il
holma 1i holmun, raddeu is-salib, kalu it-talb ta
filghiodu, u mohhom fil haga li sejjrin jaghmln, xiddeu
il-libsa 1i xtralhom missierhom, u fI'imchien mieghu u
ma ommhom marru il cnisja, mliejjin biex jilkghu
f’sidirhom il Gesu.

Il kuddiesa harget, u dac inhar kaddes P’Iskof,
ragel xuejjah u ta kdusija liema bhalha. Meta uasal
biex ikarben il dauc it-tfal, chif chienu mixhutin kud-
diem, dar lejhom u ghamlilhom erba’ chelmiet chif
imiss; ma nistghux nghidu colma kal, imma ankas ma
nistghiu inhallu chif ghalak il prietca tieghu :

“ Chemm hi cbira, uliedi,” kalilhom, “chemm hi
cbira ix-xorti li sejjrin icollcom minn haun u ftit iehior !
Is-Sultan tas-Slaten, Dac 1i halak mix-xejn is-Sema
u Part u colma jinsdb fihom, Dac li halak lilna ucoll,
Dac 1i fdiena b’Demmu il ghaziz, Dac li gurnata ghad
icun il ferh taghna ilcoll, gejjizircom biex ican ichel
tar-ruli taghcom. Jien nisthajjel 1i is-Sema collu
kieghed ighir ghalicom, il ghaliex intom izjed ixxur-
tiati mill Angli billi sejjrin tilkghu f’sidircom il ghax-
ka tas-Sema, il Gesu, Alla Bniedem.

“ Uliedi, fhimtu xejn il cobor, il gmiel, il ghéna ta
dan ’r-rigal ? Ula intom ma tistghu tifmugh seuua,
wa ebda mahluk ma jista ifissirulcom, ghax il cobor,
il gmiel u’l ghana ta dar-rigal, hu il cobor, il gmiel
a’l ghéna t’Alla, li hu f’collox bla kies.

“ Alisbu, 1i il kdusija ta bla tarf, dic il kdusija li

T
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issib in-nichet saliansitra fI’Angli, gejja ficom ! Ghi-
duli ; u x’ghamiltu biex icollcom dic ix-xorti, biex
takilghu din il grazzia ? Zammejtu il kalbcom dejjem
safja, bhiall ma chienet dac inhar tal Maghmudija ?
Min jif chemm il darba, hux tassen, uliedi, chemm il
darba ittebbghet bil hitija! Ma dan collu, Alla ’im-
bierec, 1i hu tieba u hniena ta bla tarf, m’hux biss
hafrilcom, imma gejj ghandcom, irid jidhol f’sidircom,
biex ihariscom Hu, halli thobbu Lilu biss, halli izjed
toctru f’din "imhabba, biex tcunu tifilhu tiehduha ma
VPghadu u tirbhuh, biex issiru kaddisin, halli gurnata
tmorru tgaudu lil Dac, 1i issa gejj fis-sider taghcom,
ichel u xorb tal Hajja.

“ Ersku, immela, i1 ghaliex nasal il hin li intom
issirn haga ualida ma Gesi... Ersku b’fidi kauuija,
b’kalb mixghula blimbabba lejn Min halakcom.
Malli Gesu jidhol f’sidircom, ifthulu il buieb collha ta
kalbcom, halli Hu jidhol fiha, ighammar fiha, dejjem
dejjem. Din I'euunel tkarbina taghcom tbiddilcom il
coll fih, biex f’coll hiin ta hajjitcom, coll uielied minn-
com icun jista ighid: “ Gest hu collu chemm hu
tieghi u jiena collni chemm jien ta Gesi.”

Uara daun il chelmjiet Ii hargu mill kalb, dauc it-
tfal, u fosthom Ciccu u Manueli, telghu jitkarbnu u
hece lakghu f’sidirhom il Gesu.

Catarin li, bhall ma ghidna ftit ilu, chienet uahhlet
f'rasha 1i tibda hajja ohra, meta rat l’uliedha jitkar-
bnu, hasset li dac il hin chienu kieghdin jitolbu gha-
liha, u bierchet is-siegha u il hin 1i uliedha dalhlu-
homlha ghand il Fréres, ghax minn dac inhar xterdet
il paci fid-dar u minn dac inhar ucoll bdiet it-tibdila
ta zeugha u taghha.
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Meta spicéat il knddiesa ta 1'Iskof, it-tfil semghw
olira ; mbaghd, tnejn tnejn, hargu mill cnisja u dahlu
ghand il Freéres li chienu hejjulhom il café bil halib,.
u helu u xi katra tajba li ma taghmelx deni ucoll.

Peppu u Catarin hallen ucoll il cnisja u telku ghall
darhom, id f’id. Katt bhall dac inhar Peppu ma chien
ra il martu hecc ferhana ; u meta chellmitu, mistagh-
gba bil gmiel tal festa, u kaltlu liil Hadd li gejj
tixtiek titkarberr hi ucoll ma uliedha, Peppu ma
felalix izjed, u fost id-dmugh tal ferh, kalilha :

“ Ah! tassen coss! li min isib I’Alla, isib collox :
isib il ferh u’l mistrieh ! X’gurnata din chemm hi
sabiha; din il-gurnata maghzula mn’Alla, biex iferrah-
na bil ghegubijiet ta I'imhabba tieghu.”

I1 Hadd Ii gie, Catarin, f’imchien ma zeugha u ma
uliedha, resket titkarben.

Ma hemmx ghalfejn nghidu li dac inhar ta ’eunel
Tkarbina ta Ciccu u Manueli, f'nofs inhar, il mejda.
izzejjnet seuna, u Pietru il haddied chien mistieden
ucoll. U sata’ jonkos i ma jistiednuhx? M’hux bil
chelma tieghu li din il familja ingabret u 1i il pact
t’Alla xterdet fukha ?

VRIS
I1 harba.

Pietru il haddied, dac inhar ried ighaddiha ma.
mastru Pepp u ma uliedu, ghax daks chemm ferah
meta ra il ghakal uara il himerijiet, u’l bnazzi uara il
maltemp, ma riedx jillarga minn dic id-dar; u ghal-
hecc, nara il ghasar, raga ghad-dar ta habibu, fI’im-
chien ma uliedu.
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Catarin u zeugha m’humiex hlief jiiiuha-jl; PAlla
u ibiercu il Fréres; u Cicen u Manueli jithaddtu collha
mixghulin fuk iz-ziara li chellhom filghodu. Donnu li
f'dic id-dar katt ma chienet thauudet il paci; ma dan
collu, sentejn kabel, ma contx tisma’ hlief glied w
dagha. Hadd ma chien jobsor li is-socor chellu jispic¢-
¢a, 11 il gugh u ’l fakar chellu jinkered. Dauc it-tnejn
minn nies, Peppu u martu, li ma chienux jistghu jarau
il xulxin bla ma jitkaghbdu u jatu u jitghajjru, min
katt chien jobsor 1i chellhom jidbiddlu u isira jinhab--
bu tasseu ? :

Din it-tibdila hadd ma satagh jaghmilha hlief ir-
Religion li dahlet f’dic id-dar ma Cicen u ma Manueli.
Din chienet li xerdet il paci u’l ferh f’danc ii-zeugt
iklub, 1i kabel ma ghartu x’tisua ir-Religion, chienun
imnicetin u iddisprati.

Dan collu li ghedna, chien kieghed ighaddilu minmn
moliliu lil Pietru, uakt i bilkieghda bejn it-tfal ; u
billi Catarin ratu issummat u le ma jitchellem, staksie-
tu jecc chellux kalbu seuda.

“ L.8,” uiegibha Viehior, “m’inhiex nithaddet, ghax
kieghed niftacar t'bicéa 1i grat lili ; nghidhielcom,
ghax ma tistaghx taghmlilcom deni.

“ Ghandcom teunu tafu, i jien ma tuelidtx haun ;
missieri, Alla itih il Genna, chien scarpan, ragel taj-
jeb u jibza mn’Alla. Billi ma tantx chellu mnejn,
chien jalidem bla nifs, u jistinca shih, biex irabbi seuna
lili w il huti: conn’na erbgha. Ghall euuel, smajt
minnu; u mita inhares lejn Ciccu u Manueli, niftacar
chemm cont hieni meta cont dakshom. Ma domtx uisk
hece. Ghamilths ma uiehed gir taghna, tifel imhassar-
u i hassar lili ucoll ! Bdejt biex ma ’rridx nif b’gabra

)
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u bi cnisja; Ul missieri u ’ommi, deherli li ghandi
immexxihom jien u li ma ghandix nokghod ghalli
ighiduli; bedghet tohrogli xi chelma hazina, bdejt
nohodha maghhom... biex nakta fil kasir, thassart
ghall ahhar !

“ Missieri u ommi, meta indunau il marda mnejn
chienet gejja, ma hallennix naghmilha izjed ma dac
it-tifel; imma, il marda chienet dakhlet il geuua, u xejn
ma iuitic P’issodd li stanjata meta il caté icun tbidded
u xtered. Ghall chemm missieri chien b’erba’ ghainejn
fuki, biex ma niltakax ma siehbi, jien cont b’seba’
ghainejn ucoll, biex meta naghmilha mieghu, ma
jakbadnix. Jahasra, chemm bdieli ghax ma smajtx
minnu!... Jien u siehbi, chelna xi twmintax il sena
f’aghar taghna; mela, hu ma bediex jimlieli mohhi, li
jecc inhalli dar missieri incun alijar, li hadd izjed ma,
jahchem fuki, li incun nista naghmel i irrid, u x’naf
x’kalli? Ghall euuel, ma kesthom xejn daun il cliem
tieghu; imma, ghid u gib min ighid, f’ahbar ftehimna
1i ghandna nitilku flimchien, fejn gieb u lahak.

“ F’id-dinja,” chien ighidli dac V’imbierec, ¢ f1d-
dinja, meta ma taktaghx kalbec, colfejn tmur, issib il
darec, colfejn tmur issib il hobz u x’tilbes; id-dar
tghodd biss ghall min hu ta bla hila.”

“ Jien, ghalavvolja cont nif li cliemu chienu kegh-
din jaghmluli id-deni, u hisara cbira, ma dan collu, ma
nafx x’chelli ghalih, cont imsahhar ghall urajh, 1i
katt ma merejtu ’xejn; u billi cont hece imtajjar u
sfrattat, ma huti katt ma kbilt, u x’ahna nidduelleu u
ta sicuit nitghajjru, niggieldu u natu. Darba nahda,
tajna b’is-shih, ghall ftit u xejn ma ghelejtx; ghax,
f’is-salina, chiecu ma zammeunix, Alla jaf x’cont
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naghmel! Dac inhar filghaxija, ghidt lil missieri li go
-daru ma ’rridx nokghod izjed, li is-sengha tieghu
ma’ddokklix, li ma ’rridx nicser ghonki: f’chelma
vahda, irrid immur fejn jidhirli, u nghix chif
idokKkli.

“ Tbni,” kalli missieri, nakt 1i sfar bhall karsa tax-
xamagh, “jecc ma irnixxejtx chif xtaktec, m’hix htija
tieghi, ghax minn ghalija ghamilt chemm stajt u actar
milli stajt, biex tobrog bil galbu. Fettillec thallini ?
ma nzommocs; biss, haga nitolboc, la iggaghalx il
missierec gurnata jisthi minnee.” .

“Daun il chelmiet, is-sfura ta missieri, chisruli
lkalbi, u chemchemm ma ragaghx bdieli; ix-xitan,
imma, kajjem glieda obra bejni u bejn huti, kbadt
huejjgi n tlakt i1 barra. Hece chif hrigt minn dar
missieri, behejt, ghax, ghalchemm, I’ix-xih tieghi cont
nhobbu; gié x’kalli: “Arga Pura, u itolbu mahfra !”
Hassejt min ighidli ucoll : “ Ma tarax ? mela hutec
tridhom jidhcu bic? Issa la tlakt, tlakt!” U jien
mort fejn chien kieghed jistennieni siehibi, biex nitilkn
flimchien.

“ Keghdin tistaghgbu bija, uliedi,” kal Pietru lil
«Ciccu u il Manueli, “u ghddcom ma tafux chemm
kieghed imbati, biex inghidilcom il himerijiet ta tfuliti;
imma, dac li grali mthabba in-nukkas tal ghakal u
mfhabba dac siehbi 1i hassarni, nittama li ghéad
jisuielcom. Arau chemm intcom keghdin titrabbeu
tajjeb issa, u chemm Alla I'imbierec beric’com ; jece
intcom, imma, ma tissuctaux tghixu chif keghdin
ighallmucom, u ma tisimghux minn niescom, ma tcunu
katt henjin, ma icollcomx hlief dmugh u nichet n
suied il kalb... Mela, fejn nasalna ? Iva, ghidtilcom 1
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mort sibt il sielibi; meta dan rani kalbi seuda u ghai--
nejja homor, beda jidhac bija, ighaddini ta tifel, ta
bla hila u x’naf jien. Biex nurih 1li jien cont ragel
daksu, ghidtlu: “ Morna ?” “ Morna ! ” uiegibni hu..

“ U tlakna. Chemm cont iblah !

“ Imxi u gib min jimxi, issa nieclu taht xi sigra,
u bil-lejl norkdu fejn insibu ; uwara tlet ijiem li domna
nimxu, ma chienx fadlilna bejnietna it-tnejn sitt hab-
biet. X’naghmlu ? Fejn norkdu ? U x’ser nieclu ? Il
gugh u 1l hisieb ta dac li ghad jigi fuki, gaghalni nid-
Hol fija in-nifsi, dort leju sielhbi u ghidtlu li sejjer
infittex xi scarpan biex nidhol mieghu.

“X’inhu ? ” kabez hu; “ahna hallejna lil niesna
biex mbaghd nirtabtu mal barranin ? Jecc trid tmur’
tahdem int, mur ghall xoghloc, jiena ma irridx incun
ilsir ta hadd. Halli f’idejja u tira chif biex nieclu ma
ghandniex ghax nitjassru.”

“ Irgajt smajt minnu, u bdejna biex flimchien, ma
xi erba’ ohira tal katgha taghna, naghmluha ta ref-
fiegha fli stazion tal vapur ta P’art. Conn’na nakalghu
chemm ma immutux bil gugh. Meta chienet tigi xi
gurnata tajjba, minfloc ma nahsbu nfaddlu xi sold,
erhilna filghaxija intajjra collox fix-xalar.

“ Smajt i miet missieri, u behejtu hafna; u ’l meut
tieghu, ghadha bhal xeuca tniggizni sa ’llum, ghax
sgur li mfbabba fija miet kabel il uakt. Gi¢ x’kalli:
“Aharbu il sielibec ”’;. imma, ma nafx il ghala, bkajt
imuahhal mieghu !

“ Ghadda ftit taz-zmien iekor, u sielibi beda jatiha
ghad-disculagini, ictar minn kabel. Jiena ma nghidx
1i cont ahjar minnu; imma, meta rajtu méar il babhar-
ghall collox, sthajt naghmilha mieghu izjed, u bdejt
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miscartah, sachemm hallejtu ghall collox. Issa, il helua,
irrid niecol ; il sielibi cont hallejtu, ta maduar 1i sta-
zion chienu jafu dauc ir-refiegha x’lokma chienu,
-chemm chemm ma ktajt kalbi; il Bambin ried, 1i sibs
aiehed haddied li Zzammni mieghu. Chelli xi ghoxrin
sena. Bil ftit il ftit, tghallimt nalidem xi haga, u billi
fi zghoriti trabbejt tajjeb, 'imgiba tajjba ta I'imghal-
lem tieghi bedghet tahdem fija ucoll. Ftaht mohhi,
irzittajt ghax-xoghol, hallejt il huienet, bdejt infittex
il enisja, u sibt ruki hieni u il paci.

¢ IZimghallem, billi rani bil ghakal, u l'is-sengha
kbaddtha seuua, irhieli collox f'idejja, gharrasni lil
bintu, bhall ma xtakt jien, u illum ninsabu jiena u
.ommeom inghejxu b’ix-xoghol ta idejja u b’id-daks-
xejn li hallielha missierha uara weutu.

“ Din hi li storia tieghi ; tadalli, imma, bi¢éa ohra
Dbiex nuricom fejn il vizzi inassluh il bniedem.

“ Cont ili li 1zzenigt dauc is-stentejn: il siehbi, minn
mindu hallejtu, la katt cont rajtn izjed, u ankas smajt
bih. Darba fost ’ohrajn, meta mort id-dir, marti kaltli
D tisptdr jinsdb uiehed marid jixtiek ichellimni.
Mort minnufih, tajt in-numrua li kaltli marti, u haduni
fejn is-sodda ta uiehed maghlub u gismu collu piaga
amahda. Ghall euuel ma gharaftux; fejn katt stajo
nobsor 1i dac il marid chien siehbi ta dari?

“ Piet,” kalli meta rani kuddiemu, “ rajt fejn chelli
nasal ? Ahfirli... ”

“ Ma tchellemx izjed; berrak ghainejh, u nakt 1i
-«cont sejjer inuiegbu biex inghidlu xi chelma ghall
.gid ta ruhu, insibu mejjet ! Chemm rajt bid-dieher li

d-dnub jekirdec kabel il nakt; nliil vizzi itemmie !
. Hrigt mill isptar donni uiehed iblah. Daue il ghai-
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nejn imberkin fuki, ma ninsihom katt; dic il meut hece
cherha, dejjem kuddiemi, tfaccarni li chienet tmiss lili.
ucoll, chiecu ma biddiltx hajjti.”

Haun Pietru ma tchellemx izjed, u, ghall xi ftit,
ankas hadd ma tniffes, ghax i storia tieghu u ’l meut.
ta siehibu, chienu laktu il colhadd.

U din il meut, u din li storia, hi li storia u ’l meut
m’hux ta uiehed biss, ghax m’hux uniehed biss, izzun-
zunjat minn shabu il hziena, sib rohu bhall Pietru, u
m’hux uiehed biss 1i uebbes rasu fil hazen u ’l vizzi,
spi¢céa hajjtu kasir il ghomor, micul b’mard ’actar-
icrah u mokiies ! i

Imma, nergghu ghall ghand mastru Pepp.

Chelma uara P’ohra, il Bin 1i colhadd imur jistrih,
chien unasal, u Pietru kam biex jinfired minn hibiebu.

¢ Piet,” kallu mastru Pepp, meta hadlu b’idu, “jecc:
illum kieghed tarana ilcoll migburin fi’akua tal ferh
taghna u tal paci, ciin 4f li nafuh lilec; int, int sal--
vajtna b’dic il chelma 1i cont ghidtli, meta iltkajt
mieghec dac inhar. Ma mnafx chif nibdeu inhallstc !
Oh, chemm tasseu hu iblah, min jahseb li bla Religion
jista icun cuntent ! Illum nista inghidu dan, illum
" imdauuar b’uliedi, b’marti, ilcoll ferhianin, ghax ileoll
ghamilna id-dmir tar-Religion taghna! Meta conn’na.
sdingati f'ruhina, id-dar chienet sdingata, alina conn’na
niggieldu, v’l paci ma conn’niex nafu x’inhi u fejn hi !
M’hux tasseu, Catarin ? m’hux tasseu uliedi ?

“ Iva, daks hece hu! >’ uiegbu dauc.

“ Pepp, il lejl it-tajjeb.”

“T1 lejl it-tajjeh, Piet,” kabiu Polirajn ilcoll flim--
chien, “u Alla ihallas liléc u ’I Fréves tal gid collu li
ghamiltu maglina.”
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Issa chif spicciat ?

Chif chella tispi¢éa ? m’hux tajjeb, eunilla ?

Mastru Pepp, baka’ jahdem u imur il cnisja ; meta
chiber u ma felahx ghax-xoghol, hu reha collox f’idejn
ibnu Manueli, li sir jinkala’ daksu. Catarin ucoll
dejjem bil ghakal, saret il mara tad-ddr, migbura,.
iddur ma zeugha, dejjem lventa, tahseb f’collox.

Minn dac inhar ta euuel tkarbina ta Ciccu u Ma-
nueli, katt hadd ma samagh hosshom u colhadd baka”
ifahhiarhom.

Issa, nisthajjilcom tghiduli: ghaliex mastru Pepp-
reba collox fidejn Manueli ? m’hux Ciccu chien il
cbir ?

Iva ; b’dakshecec ? Jece (iccu mar sir Cabuccin,
satagh katt jaghmilha ta mastrudaxxa ?

Mela sar Cabuccin ?

Xi erba’ snin uara li chien ghamel 1’euuel tkarbina.
(a1 minn dac inhar, ma ghaddiex Hadd li ma tkar-
binx), beda ilioss ruliu imhajjar jitlak collox u iservi
I’Alla, barra m’id-dinja.

Il ghaxka tieghu il cnisja, it-talb u il gabra. Ma
cont tarah ma hadd hlief mas-surmast tieghu, Fra
(tusepp, jeu jaghmel xi daura zghira sa ’1 Cunvent
tal Cabuceini, i chien hemm fil krib.

Meta kil Pommu u lil missiern 1i Alla kieghed
isejjahilu ghall patri, ma nghidilcomx 1i ma gheleux li
jitilfuh ; imma, billi imhabba lejn Alla chienet
fihom ’eunel u ’akua haga, biercuh lil Ciccu b’idejj-
hom it-tnejn, u m’hux biss rauh jiehu il-libsa ta San
Frangisc, imma rauh ikaddes ucoll; u fl’euuel kuddie-
sa tieghu, tkarbnu mn’idejh.



40

U dan il gid collu mnejn gejj, m’hux minn dakxejn
ta chelma ?

Semmejna il Fréres u il gid 1i jafu jaghmlu: min
Jixtiek jif xihaga fukhom, jista jakra il Hajja ta San
‘Giinan Battista de la Salle, fundatur taghhom, 1i migu-
ba bil malti m’is-sur Fons Galea (miejjna bi tnejn =
tletin stampa), u li issibu minnha ghand il Freres ta
tas-Sliema u ta Bormla fejn ghandhom schejjel i dej-
Jem gejjin il kuddiem u li bihom jaghmlu hatna gid.

IT-TMIEM.



IR-RIZK U’L HENA

Ir-Ruzx, - sthajjluh ghandur b’il-Ibiesi ilellxu fuku,
Zauhar mdendel ma ghonku, jilman b’id-deheb su-
bajh. Chien dehel il Belt, riecheb fuk ziemel il gmiel
tieghu, ihares I’haun u ’hinn ; bhalchiecn, taf, hares
lejja u la tmissnix ! Fil hin ltaka’ mal Hewna, diehla
kajla kajla mill bieb il geuua, bil mixi, b’hatar £1dha.
‘Chien ghadu tlugh ix-xemx, u ir-raba iliaddar u il
hixejjex ighannc¢u bil katriet tat-tira.

“ X’hemm, xbint? Fejn sejjra ghodu ghodu 2
staksieha ir-Rizk. -

“ Sejjra ndur daura mal belt | ” uegbitu il Hena, bil
hleuua, bla ma xejn haditha bi cbira li iv-Rizk deher-
lu i hu xihaga tal ghageb, mfhabba il gauhar u id-
deheb 1i micsi bihom.

Ir-Rizk kammez iz-iiemel, biex il gauhar u id-
-delieb li fuku jilmau fix-xemx b’it-tixjir tieghu, u
“fetah fommu jiftahar billi ghadda minn ghalih. Tzda,
billi i1 Hena xejn ma staksietu fejn chien sejjer,
ghamel il buri, u b’xoffa mdendla gmiela, kabad
ighemghem :

“ Ghaliex, xbint, xejn ma staksejtni fejn sejjer 7"

Uegbitu i1 Hena :

“ Biex nghidlec chif inliossha, ma ghaddelix minn
molhhi i nistaksic: hsibt u rajt, Ii ahjar nilhak gha-
.sti, bla ma nicser ris haddiekor ! ”

“ Imma, collu niehed, ser nghidlec : sejjer inuassal
il gid lil xi nies li huma ghall kalbi.”

“ Iva?...Tzda, chif fehsiebec taghmel minghajri ? 72
staksietu il Hena bi thissima fuk xoftejha.
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¢« Jakau, int ser tahlseb 1i in-nies ma isibux xorti—
hom, billi int tithieghed minnhom ?” ried jaf ir-
Rizk.

- ¢ Naliseb u naf tajjeb 1i minghajri ebda ferh ma
isehh | ” kalet il Hena.

“ Tridx naghmlu mhatra 1i itemm minghajrec ? 7
kabad ighid b’is-sahina ir-Rizk.

¢ Chif trid, mela ; naghmluha P'imhatra ? 7 uiegbet
il Hena.

“ X’naghmlu mhatra ? 7 kabez dlonc I'iehor.

U il Hena minnufih kaltlu:

“ Ghall darba li darba, kassam il gid tieghec lil
min jisthokklu.”

“ Imma jecc titlef 'imhatra ?... Ghax, coss ! m’in--
tix ser tirbah, tat ! ”

¢ Nara chif naghmel u nxerred il hena fejn int
tcun ghamilt xi bluha minn tieghec ! ” kalet il Hena.

“Int ta rasec, xbint, u hazin tahbat mieghi bil
gherf tieghec collu, ha ! ha! ha!” beda jiddiehec-
biha ir-Rizk.

Bakghu, mela, dehlin il Belt; u il Hena ma stagh-
ghbitx ftit x’hin thra ir-Rizk jiekaf kuddiem dir 1i hi
chienet tatha seuua. Fiha chienu ighammru tnejn
minn nies, li olitha, 'Innapea chienet ndehset magh--
hom u fejn hi, Zmien ilu, issabbret ucoll. Izda, mindu
hi telket minn taht dac is-sakaf, tkankal it-tahuid w
nkala’ il glied. Il mara, ghax mohha f’ix-xalar; ir--
ragel, ghax xeuktu li ighum fil ghana. Ix-xeuka tal
nielied u tal ohra bakghu bla temma, ghax collox
chien sejjer 'ura ; kliegh xejn, u il fakar beda jagh--
mizhom. Flahhar, billi ma chenux jafu izjed fejn jatu
rashom, hasbu u ran V'ibieghu il ghamara collha u
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isibu xortihom bil (fogu del Lottu! Ir-Rizik fetillu
jickaf maghhom u dehrilhom 1i katghu sandar : rebhu
u rebliu seuuva! Ir-Rizk zamm maghhom ; xtrau u
bieghu, u xtrau u bieghu, u il kliegh dejjem diehel u
iv-rihi fil klugh, u f’kasir 2mien, m’hux li ma nakashom
xejn, chellhom izzejjed !

Dauc it-tnejn minn nies ferhu b’ir-Rizk ¢hif rauh
jiekaf fil bieb taghhom, u ankas biss ma gharfuha
il Hena, li chienet magenbu, billi chienet liebsa chif
xierak, bla ebda tlellix u bla xejn dandin maghha.

“ Min hi dic li mieghec, liebsa ix-xokka ta Malta ?
stakseuh I'ir-Rizk dauc it-tnejn min-nies.

“ Diec ?... Il Hena ! ” uegibhom il habib taghhom,.
ir-Rizk, bi tmakdira.

“ Xejn ma ghandna x’irriduba dic ic-ceulieha !...
Din x’ghandha x’taksam mieghec 7 Minn ghalina,.
tista tmur issakki il hjar tal Marsa u tinsatar bil
bordi chemm tixtiek kalbha ! Itlakha: dic xi tridha ?
Hallieha tmur issabbar il fokra ! ”

“ Milli ked nara, irbaht, xbint ! ” dar ir-Rizk fuk
il Hena u kalilha hece chif theghdu minn dar daue il
¢honja. “ X’jidirlec, ohiti ? Daun it-tnejn min-nies,
chif int rajt b’ghainejc u missejt b’ideje, daun ferha-
nin; ghad 1i mieghec xejn ma iridu icollcom x’jaksmu,
hejy !

“ Stenna dakxejn, u mbaghd narau!” kalet il
Hena maghdura, ghax rat i ma ’ddumx ma ’ddur ir--
rota. Trachec, issa, ejja mieghi ! ”’

U ir-Rizk u il Hena hargu flimchien mill Belt u
bakghu sejjrin sa Ghajn Tuffieha sa ma vakfu fnitfa
ta gharix, xatt il bahar. Ir-Rizk samagh xihadd
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ighanni, u hires geuna il gharix, u ra omm tbhennen
tarbija u zeugt itfal jilaghbu fuk il kiegha.

11 Hena dahlet, u omm kamet tilkaghha u tistak-
sieha tistaghx tghinha xihaga, ghax ghaliha ghandha
x’taksam ma xi fkajra.

 Mel’int, jahasra, ohti, ghandec mnejn tghin’ni ?
staksietha il Hena.

“ Ghandna chemm niddubbau gmielna. Zeugi saj-
jed, imur jistdd, jakbad kabda hit, jiehodha is-siik, 1i
jakla igibu id-dar... ghaddejjin gmielna ; u mill ftit
li ghandna, nilhku ma min hu ankas minn’na ucoll !

Ir-Rizk ma satagh actar izommha go fih:

“ Itilku minn dal gorbog u ejjen mieghi!” kabad
ighajjat. “ Ejjen mieghi u tghumu fil gid u’l ghéna !”

L’imsejena omm, mistaghgba, mbeizgha, ma fet-
hetx fommha. F’is-siegha u ’l hin, nasal zeugha; u ir-
Rizk dar lejh :

“ Ismagh minni, hija
colma tixtiek kalbec ! ”

“ Nizzichajr, ja sidi ! Izda, le ma nhalli il marti n
Puliedi. Jien m’jiena xejn... u actarx ankas ma kie-
ghed nithem li trid tfissirli. Imma, jien nhossni dejjem
hieni, u nibza 11 ma nibkaghx bil gid collu li ked
tneghidni ! ”

“ Ja zeug boloh I'intcom ! ” kil ir-Rizk ; u daunar
ui¢én u telak.

1 kallu. “ Ejja mieghi, ntic

“ Daun huma in-nies li kalbi nhossha migbuda gha-
lihom ! ” uegbitu il Hena bil hleuuna.  “ Daun tasseu
li ighaddu hajja tal hena ! M’hux dauc it-tnejn li int
izzomm maghhom.”

“Le !... Le, narga nghid ! ” kabad ighajjat ir-Rizk
1 iliabbat sakajh mal art.
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“ Minn haun u sena narau il xulxin... u mbaghd
tean tAf tghidli! U mbaghd, min jitlef, jaltieglu
ihallas ! 7

T ir-Rizk richeb iz-ziemel u telak u mér; u il
Hena, kajla kajla, bil hatar fidha, dauuret ui¢¢ha
lejn ir-rabal taghha u telket ucoll.

*
* *

Sena uara, ir-Rizk u ’1 Hena iltakghu chif ftiehmu.
Ir-Rizk unassal il Hena f’dar cbira, sabieha u gdida,
fejn chienu issa ighammru dauc it-tnejn min-nies 1i
tafu bihom. Dahblu, u sabu il mara uehidha, xuxitha
makhlul u mhabbel, tibchi u tolfok.

“ Ghaliex keghda tibchi ? ” ried jaf minn gbhandha
ir-Rizk. ¢ Ma tajtcomx ghina u gid u colma ridtu ?

¢ Iva, iva, collu minnu !... Imma, zeugi ighaddi il-
lieli is-shah mal hbieb, bghid mid-dar. U jiena, nahdi,
chif tarani... Li ghall’ankas chelli dakxejn ta tifel
x’ighaddili iz-zmien, iderrili ! ”

“ Daks chemm ghandec gid, x’jonksoc, oliti?’”
staksieha ir-Rizk.

“ B’kalbi collha nhalli u nitlak chemm gid ghandi,
biex narga innissel f’kalbi il hena ta ighuriti... jeu
biex icolli tarbija x’inkandel fiha, mkar jecc ghaliha
icun jahtiegli nahdem lejl u nhar !”

I1 Hena issa resket lejn dic il mara, u bil lleuuna
collha kaltilha :

“ Ohti, int darba bghattni barra minn darec u issa
ma nissograx ntic li ma jisthokklicx. Iida, le, la
taktaghx kalbec. Ghamel il gid bil gh4na 1i ghandec ;.
itlob I’Alla jakhfirlec ir-reghba tieghec ; u mita teun
hennejt ghall haddiekor, targa issibni mieghec !”



46

Fil gharix tas-sajjed, chienu ghadhom ighixu fil
gid : i1 Hena, ankas ndf chemm rahhmitilhom, u
b’ghainejha jilmau bil ferh harset lejn ir-Rizk, li
baka’ hiemed.

Uara li tbeghdu mill gharix tas-sajjed, fuk gebla,
f’xatt ir-ramla, in-nala tal Puales, semghu dahca ta
tarbija, uw jilmhu DPInmnassa. Mbaghd jisimghuha
tghid, u tidhac u tidhac :

“ Ir-Rizk tilef Pimhatra ! Ir-Rizk tilef xortih !
Minghajri, hija, minghajri u minghajr il Hena, il
hajja m’hix hajja, izda suied il kalb! Minghajrna, ja
Rizk, il gid u ’l ghina tieghec, icarcru il bniedem fil
ghali, jishtulu hajjtu ! ”

“ Din id-darba tliftha I’imhatra ! kil ir-Rizk ; u
kalagh gauhra minn kaddu u tefaghha lil Hena. “Din
ghall dauc il hbieb tieghec ta Ghajn Tuffieha !

Ir-Rizk richeb u bilgri telak u ghab ; chien dahal
il-lejl, u halla urajh bhall dija !

Il Hena bakgliet sejjra bil kajla il kajla, bil hatar
’idha, liebsa il bordi, u tghid bejnha u bejn ruliha :

“ Coss, ghajb li ir-Rizk ma nistaghx inzomm mie-
ghu ! Tasseu li xejn m’hu ta chelmtu !

Arr. M. GALEA.




CHIF GIORG ZAMM CHELMTU

Snin 1ilu, f’cullegg fil belt ta Rouen, Franza, fost
1t-tfAl 1i chellhom jiersku ghall Euuel Tkarbina, chien
hemm tifel ta xi ghaxar snin, jismu Gorg. Dan it-
tifel chien sabih, ifiobb jitghallem, tal ghakal, ikobb
Jjilghab, izda safi u tajjeb, kisuh anglu jimxi fl’art.
-Chien jiersak ikerr coll hmixtax, u lil Madonna chien
ihobbha uisk. Mita uasal ghall Euuel Tkarbina, dic
hrara mieghu! dic xeuka kauuija li jilka’ go sidru il
Gesu !

“ Sur Patri, ” kallu lejliet dac il jum, Pis-surmast
li chien ucoll ikerr ghandu. *° Fihsiebni inzomm ghall
-dejjem l’ingravata bajda li ghdda icolli f’ghonki u
nxiddha coll mita immur nitkarben, biex nibka dej-
jem niftacar li ma naghmel katt dnub mejjet f’ghom-
ri. X’jidhirlec, sur Patri?”

“ Trid tghid li katt ma ixxiddha hlief mita tersak
titkarben, hux, Gorg ? ”* staksih is-surmast.

 Iva, sur Patri, dac hu il hsieb ta mohhi ! » uiegbu
“rorge

Hsibtha tajjeb uisk, ibni. Semmejtilha xejn Pom-
moc fuk dan ?” ried jif is-surmast.

“ Ghddni ma ghidtilha xejn, sur Patri; imma,
nsemmihulha il-lejla.

Omm it-tifel, mara seuua hafna, ghogbitha din
tal ngravata, u minn dac iz-zmien, Gorg baka’ dej-
jem igibha f’ghonku dic I’ingravata, coll mita jiersak
_ghat-tkarbin mkaddes.

X’uhud minn shibu, habtu sejjrin jiddiehcu bih il
‘Gorg, lactar mita beda jicber; ghax dehrilhom li
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bluha din tieghu u bhalchiecu marbut bosta ma din
Pingravata. Izda, colfejn chien imur, Pingravata..
dan it-tifel katt ma chien jitlakha urajh.

*
28

Mita Gorg lakak ahhar sena tal filosofia, Franza
u il Prussia tkaghbdu bl’icrah, u in-nies tai-zeug
pajjizi sabu rubhom f’tativida li ma bhalha. Gorg, 1i
issa dahal f’it-tmintax il sena tieghu, hass ruhiu jix-
tiek jidhol fir-rigmmet tal general de Charette ( jinka--
ra’ Xarett) biex hu ucoll jaghmel dmiru ghall hel-
sien ta-pajjizu mill ghedeuua. Missieru hallih imur-
jingagga suldat, u Grorg telak minnufih ghal-rig--
ment.

Fil cuartier, bhalma fil cullegg, Gorg baka’ dejjem
izomm kalbu safja, uakt li chien igib ruhu mill ahjar-
tost shabu collha : u coll gimgha, mita jista, chien
jiersak jitkarben.

F’Jannar tas-sena 1871, hames mitt zudv baghtu-
hom jehduha mal ghedeuua fI’inhauui ta Mén: mal
mitejn fosthom hallen hajjithom f’din it-takbida::
Gorg laktuh bil balla u ftit chien bakaghlu hajja.

Middeuh fuk it-tiben ma shabu, u lil Patri i resak
hidejh biex ikarru:

¢ Xejn ma nhoss f'ruhi li idejjakni, sur Patri:
tkarbint il-bierah; minn ghalija, haun jien biex ni-
tlak, hece chif Alla isejjahli ghall mieghu. Xtakt
chiecu nitolboc tneuuilli mill barzacca 'uzariu, u I’in--
gravata il-bajda: dauc tifchira tal Euuel Tkarbina
tieghi! ”

11 kassis gebhomlu minnufih.
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“ Tgsa, jece joghgboce, “chiecu tkeghidli fghonki
Pingravata, trid ?”

U malli il kassis kataghlu xeuktn, Gorg kabad 1’u--
zariu £idu, u kél 1il cappillan:

“ Issa nhoss ruhi mhejjiha ghall Viateu, sur Patri!™”

11 kassis karbnu minnufih, u Gorg fetah fommu bi
thatija u b’lehen chemchemm jinstamagh :

“ Sur Patri,” kallun, “ mita ncun mitt, jecc tista,
icteb ommi i nibaghtilha din Pingravata, li bakghet
safja, bla ebda tebgha, sa ma demmi xeludtu ghall
mahbuba Franza tieghi!

Ftit uara, Gorg miet. I cappillan baghat lil om-
mu Pingravata bajda chif xtdak binha, u chitbilha I
mal ahhar nifs tal ghomor tieghn, zdied kaddis iehor
ma dauc tas-Sema.



(Juatre-Vingt-Quatorze

Cherrettun, mghobbi ghall ahhar, uchel fnofs ta
triek imueghra u collha tjun. Il burdnar, daks gorf
u kauui seuuna, beda jaghmel colma deherlu biex jie-
hiles ir-roti: jigifieri, dakkiet ta frosta fuk rcubtejn
iz-zuiemel, dagha ta Torc, cliem mahnuk u inahhxec !
Imma, iz-zuiemel bakghu ma setghux imorru il kod-
-diem, donnhom imnahhlin mal art! Il burdnar beda
ichejjlilhom dakkiet mill elirex, u il halt beda johrog
bhall xmara minn halku: u ihabbat l’sakajh, ui¢céu
alimar nar, l'abjad ta ghainejh imerzak b’id-dagh-
-diegha, xuftejh kohol. :

Dac il hin nzerta ghaddej kassis minn hinn, ragel
-dhuli, ui¢éu daheani: dan hass kalbu tinghatas jisma
dac id-dagha minn fomm uielied nisrani.

“ Hija,” kallu lil burdnar b’lelien helu. “ Xejn ma
naraha cbira I'int ma tistagh taghmel xejn mal bhej-
jem... Tehux ghalija jecc nistaksic intix nisrani, int.”

“ Minn ghalija nisrani! ” uiegbu ir-rakli itemtem.

*“ Cont ser jahbat ighaddili minn molihi Pint insejt,
x’hin smajtec... tithimni, hux ? ghax chiecu ma contx
tkaghbar I’isem t’Alla, chif cont ked taghmel b’id-
-dagha tighec. Tridni ntic dakka t’id, hija ?”

11 kassis resak magenb iz-zuiemel, u il burdnar rega,
_jilaghbilhom bla hiniena; u billi id-drauua il hazina
ghelbitu, raga kabad izarzar ucoll ma coll dakka !

“ M’hux hece, hija ! Hecc nehlu!” kallu il kassis
b’lehen helu. “ Hecc ma naghmlu xejn !”

“ Xort’ohra il bhejjem ma jifhmunix!” uiegbu
Piehor.

“ Hallini nara ftit I” kallu il kassis.
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Il burdnar zarzar uahda taht snienu, u narrablu. 11
kassis ha il frosta f’idu, u beda ifakkaghha bla ma
imiss iz-zuiemel, u b’lehien ghali ighajjat :

“ Ktmu, Quatre-vingt-quatorze ! ” (Chelma franciza,
i tinkara’  Catrvencatorz ™ w jigifiert erba’ w disghin).

Haga tal ghageb : dic is-siegha, mal hagra it-tajn !
Ti-zuiemel minnufih refghu riglejhom, u il cherrettun
zakzak u tharrec : ftit nara, ir-roti nkalghin m’it-tajn,
u iz-zuiemel bdeu mexjin; u il kassis u il burdnar ma-
genbhom isukuhom.

“ Fhimtha issa, hux, habib,” kallu il kassis, hua u
iroddlu il frosta, bi tbissima 1i ma bhalha ; ¢ fhimt,
hux, li tahbat bosta ahjar mita issicchet fommoe.
L’actar, biex tharrec il-lsienec, ghid xi chelma 1i teun,
imma m’hux daugha : fakka il frosta ﬂ’djru, u m’hux
le fuk rcubtejn iz-zuiemel, u hece ula tcun casbart
P’isem t’Alla u ankas tcun hkarthom iz-zuiemel u
tara li jimxulec.”

“ Tafu xejn min chien dan il kassis ? ”

“ U fejn tridna naktghu ? ”

“Dac chien Dun Bosco! Fuk il gid 1i ghamel
f’ghomrn, nisthajjilcom krajtub fin-Nra. 25 tal “Cotoe
tal Moghdija taz-Zmien ” bli stampi. Issa kieghed
Jjinchiteb ctieb ielior fuk Uriep Dux Bosco #’"Mavta,
u fih issibu bosta huejjeg li ma issibuhomx fil Ctieb
in-Nru. 25. Dan il ctieb I’iehor icollu bosta stamp»
ucoll, bil hsieb li jibka b’tifchira ta mita nfetah tas-
Sliema ’Oratorin ghat-Tfal.

Il 15 ta Anuissu 1908.
Arr. M. GALEA.
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Issajjar—il-laring portugall, il-laring kar es, il-lami.
Tinza’—il pumacannella.

Xoghol tal bdieua
Fir-raba’  baghly
Jinzara—il chemmun, il haxixa tar-rmied, il ghadz,
it-tomnija, il hleuna tar-Rumanja.
Tithaunel—il patata tas-sajf minn ta barra, il basal.
Jitnakka’—il til, iz-zaragh, it-teum.
Jinkata’—ix-xghir 1i jithalla ghall zeug ncuh,
Tingabar—il patata tax-xitua.
Fir-raba’ sakwi w fil gonna
Jinkata’—il kasab.
Jinzara’—il-leuz, ir-ravanell, it-tuftihi t’Adam.
Jinzabru u jitlakkmu—id-duieli, u is-sigar coltha
‘tal frott irkiek, u tal halib.
Jithaunlu—id-duieli, il kasab, it-tit, il franli.
KUIEL
Uara il Hamiem ibza ghall art
Ghax it-taghfig igibilha bosta mard.
Is-sajf f’Jannar, ghana tal tkir, u tal bidui.
Meta Jannar tarah lenuieni
Ma tarax il biduai tant hieni.

* Dan il Calendariv tal Bidui hargitu sittin sena il
(1849) is-Societa  Feonomico-Agraria tal G zejjer ta
Malta. Dejjem ahjar i nieked jarga igibu f'wice Pilmal



54

FRAR (28 jeu 29 jum)
(Le-zahar tal gelbin)

Trahhas—I’ghanzalor, ic-cipirse, ii-zorba, il ba- .
mja, il banana, it-tufib ta Belludja, ir-rummien, iE.

bzar ahdar, il kasab, il prajjin.

Jizhar—il berkuk, il frauli, iz-Zznuber, ir-rand.

Issajjar—il-lumicel, 1i xcomb, il pizelli, il til bicri.

Jinza—il cappér.

Xoghol tal bdieua
Fir-raba’ baghli

Tinzara—it-tomnija muahlira, il chemmun, il patata.
u it-tabac.

Jitnakka—iz-zaragh, i1 fil muahhar, il chemmun
bicri, il patata.

Jinharat—ir-raba’ ghall koton, u ghall bhajra.

Tinhasad—is-silla, u il uidna ghall ahdar.

Titbejjet—il patata ta Gerusalemm.

Fir-raba’ sakwi

Jinzara—il karatuil, il kar’abmar, il bzir ahdar,.

1l bringiel.
KUIEL
Frar taunar—Tal bidui ghana id-dar
Fix-xahar ta Frav—Jinchixfu Peghuar.

Meta Frar icun fannar—IF’dakka il biedja tmur f’itjar..

11 kuiel huma actar antichi mill Calendariu ta ’llum,
1i chien maghmul mill Papa San Ghirgor il Cbir. Bejn
daun il calendarji hemm tlittax il gurnata ; jigifieri,
meta icollna tlittax m’ix-xahar, fl’antic chien icun
I'euuel tax-xahar, ghaldakstant ii-zmenijiet imsem-
mija fil kuiel, ghandhom jiftiehmu tlittax il gurnata.
nara.



MARZU (31 jum)

(Iz-zahar tar-rafis)

Irahhas — berkuk xandri, sprag, cappar, bajtar,
hauh, clil, rand, Znuber, langas, dielja, pumacan-
nella, tit, xcomb, praijin, harrab, patata ta Gerusa-
lemm, koton.

Tinzara—lumi tal curuna, laring, rand, fomm il-lip,
langas, toffih ta Belludja, uidna, praijin, silla, xghir,
palm.

Issajjar—Ilumi, fil, pizelli.

Xoghol tal bdiena
Fir-raba’ baghli

Tinzara’—il hleuua, il haxixa tar-rmied, it-tomnija,
il pitravi, il faiola, il kamh-ir-rim, il bhajra, il koton,.
il golglien.

Jitnakka’—il cromb, il chemmun, il hileuua.

Fir-raba’ sakur u fil gonna

Jinzara’—il-laring, ic-citrat, ’ananass, il habak, il
bzar ahdar.

Jitgharras—il bringiel.

Jotkos—id-dad tal harir.

~ KUIEL
Meta jidher il busuf, u il farfett jibdajittajjar
L’art tcun sahnet, u I’'né¢ub takbez collha nuar.
Marzu bl'ilma xebghan,
. Italla cbir, u gozz icbar icun ta tgham.
Ix-xita fi hrug Marzu u dhul April,
Ghall bidui hi carru deheb fin.

TUISSIJA
Iz-zabra tas-sigar taz-zebbug ma ghandhiex issir-
kabel ma jibda jaghmel il frott. Din iz-zabra ghandha
tinghamel coll erba’ snin; u fiha ghandhom biss jin-
katghu frieghi niexfa, u dauc li huma zejjdin ghall
trott, u li jilkghu ix-xemx. Sena kabel din iz-zabra,.
ghandhom jitbaziru.



APRIL (30 jum)
(lz-zahar tan-nuwr)

Trahhas—iz-zinzli, it-tit, il geuz, 1z-zebbug, it-
toffieh ta Belludja, ic-cirasa, il bajtar tax-xeuc, il
pistacei.

Tizhar—il bkajla, il praijin, il basal, iz-zebbug,
is-sebuka, 1i sfargel, il patata, il kakoce¢, ir-rommien.

Issajjar—il frauli, il nespli, it-toffieh t’Adam, il
golbiena.

Jinza—il-laring.

Xoghol tal bdieua
Fir-raba’ baghli

Jinzara’—il koton, il golglien, id-dolliegh, il bit-
tili, il kamh-ir-rum, il cromb tal gidra, il lmmja, il
bisbies.

Jinzabar—il koton.

Jinkata’—il bisbies.

Tinhasad—is-silla ghan-niexef.—Is-silla mahsuda,
tithalla tinxef fl’art, u coll tant titkalleb: meta tinxef,
tirtabat kattiet, u tinbenha hallel fuk ’art, jen fuk Ii
biut.

Tinkata’—is-silla, il nidna, il fil.

Tinkala’—il patata.

Fir-raba’ sakui

Jinzara’—il kara ahmar, il cromb, il pastard, il
bzar ahmar.

Jitgharras—il habak, il karatuil.

Jinkalghu—ir-rius tat-tenm.

In-nahal jibda jersak biex jofroh.

KUIEL

Kotna tal mohriet

Aljar minn ghaxra tal bejtiet.
Bil complament tajjeb t’April

L’uéuh collha takbez, n ittir.
Uara san Mare

Ix-xita nar tPart.




MEJJU (31 jum)
( Tw-zahar tal hsdd )

Jizhar—iz-zinzel, il basal, il ghostor, id-dielja, ir-
rignu, il bajtar tal Indla il cappar, 1l pumacannella,
J]ssa]]ar—lx xghu iZ- zorba, il fazola, il-leuz, 1l
cromb, 1l berkuk, ic-cicarda, ic-cirasa, il chemmun il
‘hjar, it-toffieh t’Ada,m, il kara tuil, ic-ciéri, il coshor.
Xoghol tal bdieua
Fir-raba’ baghli

Jinzara’—il koton fir-raba tafli.

Jingama’—il chemmun.

Jinhasad—ix-xghir.

Tinghamel—il kigha.

Jinderes—ix-xghir.

Fir-raba’ sakui, w fil jgowna

Jitgharras—il bringiel, il bzar ahdar, il bzar ah-
mar, il habak, il kara franciz.

Tirmonda—id-dielja.

Jinghazku—I’agrumi.

_ KUIEL
Mejju hiobz u sicchina,

Ghaliex minn collox jibda jatina :
Mejju bla rih,

Il biedja bla tifrih.
F’Mejju—alisad, mkar chien plejju.

It-tahuil tas- slqal hua ta gid c¢bir 1l pajjiz : izda,
Pacbar gid hua Pihna li is-sigar jighdu fuk Part fejn
Jinsabu is-sigar: fi Franza, ajru chien bil bosta actar
leuliemi u kalil fi zmien is-sultan Gulin Cesri, meta
Part chienet micsija b’bosta sigar: PItalia chienet
-actar chiesha, izda chellha actar xita’ kabel ma kalghu
il-boschijiet tal Germania. FI’Egittu, min chien jaf
biha ix-xita, kabel Melimed Ali ma hanuilx sigar bla
kiés ? Naghmlu bhalma ghallinuna olivajn, n xita
icollna ghar-raba’ taghna ucoll.
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GUNJU (30 jum)

( Tz-zahar tad-dris)

Trahhas—il nespli.

Tizhar—il hleuua, il mertkux, il ghajnbakar, 1z-zin—
zel, ir-rommien, ir-rignu.

Issajjar—I’armarena, ic-cirasa, il kamh, il pitravi,
il bajtar ta san Guan, it-tat, id-dolliegh, il-langas, il
hleuua, il figel.

Xoghol tal bdiena
Fir-raba’ baghli

Jithauuel—il pastard kalb il koton u il bhajra.
Jitnakka’)
Tirmonda §
Jiopaced 1 il kemt.

Jinderes
Tinkala’—ir-rius tal basal, u il patata.
Fir-raba’ sakui, u fil gonna

Jinzara’—it-tit, ic-ceusi, 1l corvit,

Jiddakkar—it-tin.

Jinzabru z

Jitlakkmu

Jissakkeu 5

Tingabar—il fosdok tad-d id tal harir, u il buttuni
tal cappér.

il koton.

Pagrumi.

KUIEL

Tghoddx tieghec il hleuua

Kabel ma tcun geuua ;
L’andar bil halel cbar

Jati lin-nies, u lil hmar.
Markad il moghoz, ma tehux zbul;

Markad il bakar, jaghnik sigur.
Rih ta siegha

Inaddaf kigha.
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LULJU (31 jum)
( Iz-zahar tal ghomma )
Trahhas—il laring, is-sebuka, ir-rand, iz-zebbug,
in-nanigh, il harrub.
Jizhar—il kamh-ir-rim, il golglien, il koton.
Issajjar—il berkuk, il bettieh, il-langas, it-tofhk
ta Belludja, il ghajnbakar, il bringiel, il basal, il baj-
tar tax-xeuc, il praijin, il bzar -ahdar, ic-cipirse, it-
torsin, it-tin tal bajtar, I'insolja.
Jinza’—il leunz.
Xoghol tal bdieua
Fir-raba’ baghli 57
Tingabar—il hleuua.
Tinkala’—il pitravi.
Jindakk—il ghosfor.
Jindires—il kamh.
Tinharak—il haxixa tar-rmied.
Tinzara’—il uidna, u is-silla.
Fir-raba’ sakwi, w il gonna
Tinzara’—il gidra, il cabocei, il pastard.
Jingama’—il-leuz.
Jinkata’—Ix-xehdiet tal nahal.
KUIEL
Ir-raba’ ta fard ghalla,
Ghali b’xoghlu ;
Il esir fir-raba’
Hass fid-dar.
Sajf mniddi,
Harga mimlija,
11 koton ma jibzax mix-xemx il kauuija,
Jibza mié-¢par bosta, u mit-tniddija.
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AUUISSU (31 jum)
(Iz-zahar tal frott)

Irahhas—ir-rignu, il kakocé, il merdkux, li xcomb.

Jizhar—il ghansar, il banana.

Issajjar—il bamja, il haul, il gheneb, il kara fran-
ciz, il gelleuz, il bzar ahdar, il harrub, il koton.

Jinza—Tt-tin.

Xoghol tal bdieua
Fir-raba’ baghly

Jitkacciat—1l koton.

Tithauuel—il patata tax-xitua bil patata ta Malta.

Jibda il klib tar-raba’.

Fir-raba’ sakui w il gonna

Jissakka’—ir-rommien.

Jinzara’—il basal, il figel, 1l gidra.

KUIEL
Ix-xahar ta Auunissu
Is-sinjur u il fkir thissu.
Meta tisma’ ighajjat il uerziek
Tista tmur ghall gheneb u it-tinjiet.
Sema nakxet il fekruna
Jeu xita bil kliel, jeu rifi fortuna.

Billi ahna actarx hfief mix-xita u ma tinzlilniex
meta u chif jidhrilna alina (ghax, coss, jeceil vit
<chien f’idejna, mur ara x’taliuid!) nghamlu Dbhall
nannijietna, 1i garrbu dana ucoll, u chienn jizirghu
fir-raba’ bosta actar xghir, inchella kamh. Ix-xghir,
mbghad, maktuh ghall ahidar, chif jasal biex jobrom,
dic 1s-sena’ jarga irahlias, jizbel u jati xghir niexef
chemim imissu jati, u xi drabi actar ucoll. Fis-sena’
1845-46, 1i chienet sena’ tal ghace, ix-xghir mahsud
ghall ahdar ti niehed fis-sebgha izjed minn dac li
ma chienx mahsud.
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SETTEMBRU (30 jum)
(Iz-zahar tal ghasir il gheneb)

Trahhas—il palma, il basal, il elil, ir-rand.

Tizhar—il haxixa tar-rmied, il kasba, l’agavi, il
gelleuz.

Issajjar—iz-zinzel, il geuz, il hauh isfar, il ber-
gamott, ic-citrat, il habak, il golglien, il cappér, il
ballut, li sprag, il ghansar.

Jinza—it-tiit.

Xoghol tal bdieua.
Fir-raba’ baghli

Tabrat u iddemmel ir-raba’ taz-irigh.

Tinzara’—is-silla, il uidna, il golbiena, ix-xghir,
it-teum.

Tithaunel—il patata tax-xitua, il bajtar tax-xeuc.

Titgharras—il gidra, il cauli-fiuri, il cabocei.

Jingama—il biad, il golglien, I'imzieuet tal kamk-
ir-rtim, il bettih tax-xitua.

Jinharat—il uerak tat-tin.

Fir-raba’ sakus w fil gonna

Jinzara’—il crafes, it-toffieh t’Adam, l’indivia, il
figel, il hass, il basal, il kakoce.

Jithaunel—il basal taz-zaghtfran.

Jinzabru—Pagrumi.

Jitlakkmu—I"agrumi u ir-rommien.

Jinkata’—il kara franciz misiur, u jitkieghed fix-
Xemx,

KUIEL
I1 kamar ta Settembru
Igib sebgha urajh bhalu.
Ir-rimi tal beruik, u it-teum safi f’uerku
Sena’ ta ebda tahsir.
It-tilkit tal koton ta San Michiel
~Jidhol bhall iekor fil mizien.
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OTTUBRU (31 jum)

(Lr-zahar taz-zZriegh)
Trahhas—it-tenm, i1 ghansar, iz-zaghfran, il frauli.
Jizhar—il harrub, il bisbies, il nespli.

Issajjar—il dielja, iz-zebbug, ir-rommien, il lan-
gas, ir-rand, il pumacannella, il pistacci, iz-zorba, i
sfargel.

Jinza—il hauh, 1i sfargel, il langas, it-toffih ta Bel-
ludja, il geuz, il berkuk, iz-zinzel, iz-zorba.

Xoghol tal bdieua
Fir-raba’ baghle

Tahrat u iddemmel ir-raba’.

Jinzara—ix-xghir, il golbiena, il pizelli, ic-ciciarda,
1l fal.

Jithauuel—it-toftieh t’Adam, il cromb tal gidra.

Jiddakkar—il harrub.

Jingabar—il biad.

: Fir-raba’ sakui

Tinzara’—il bkajla.

Jithauuel-—iz-zebbug, 1i sprag, il kakoce.

Jinkala’—il corrat.

Jinkata’—il cannamieli, il kara franciz.

Jituieldu—il hrief.

KUIEL
Iz-zrigh bieri, tista ticri,
Ghall immuahhar, icolloc thakhar.
Hu tajjeb li ’San Luka
Tghub go iz-iara ghattuka,
Meta jasal San Xmun,
Iira, niexef jeu miblul.




NOVEMBRU (30 jum)
(lz-zahar ta inziegh il uerak)
Trahhas—il nespla.
Jizhar—il pastard, il kakoce, iz-zaghfran.
Issajjar—il fom-il-lip.
Tinza’—id- dielj a, ir-rommien, il pomacannella,
bzar ahmar, is- sebul\a.
Xoghol tal bdiena
Fir-raba’ baghle
Jinzara’—il ghosfor, ix-xghir, il kamh majorchin.
Jlthauuel—ll basal, il patata tax-xitua.
Jinkata’—il bxs]nez
Fir-raba’ sakuwi w fil gonna
Tinzara’—1i zfunnarija.
Tithauuel—il cabocei.
Jinzabar, u isir il porpajn tad-duieli, u tar-rommien.
KUIEL
La jasal San Nanard—Izra f’coll art.
Is-sajf ta San Martin—il biedja tifrah bih.
1l kamh f’Santa Catrin—It-tiben, u it-tgham jatini.
Sant’Andrija—nots il Muna.
X’IRODDU  1S-SIGIAR TAL-LEUZ
Is-sigra tal-leuz tista tcun ta kligh cbir,min jalidimha.
Fcoll tomna raba’ Jistghu ythauulu 64 sigra, billi tki-
ghed coll kasbtejn nahda: coll sigra tati frott, niehed
.01'131] iehor, uejba leuz ; ghalhece il 64 sigra jatu 16 i
modd : coll modd leuz jittiehdu 64 ratal intrita; u
thece mis-16 11 modd leuz jittiehdu 10 knatar, u 24 ra-
tal: uxi snin il prezz ghali! Il koxra tieghu, xmbaghd
tant ta geuua ch(mm ta barra, tisua il fliis ; il koxra
ta geuna, ifittxuha ghas-sapun, Uicun Pahjar; il koxra
ta barra isservi ghan-nér, u ghall ifran. Mill kligh biss
ta daun iz-zeug qualita ta kxur, jithallsu i spejje% col-
1ha tax-xoghol. Tasseu li trid mat-tmmn snin biex uie-
hied jibda jehu il frott ; imma, f’daun it-tminn snin,
Jistghu, bejn is-sigar, Jltghamln ucéuh hi trid ; u meta
Jicbru is-sigar tal leuz, tista, bejniethom, taghmel 18-
sakui, u thauuel id-duieli.
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DICEMBRU (3] jum)
(In-zahar tar-aita)

' Irahbas—il busbiez.
Jlssa]jar—il Jumi Mring, il—]aring mandarin.
Tinza—ic-cirasa, 1l pistacci, il cappér, il koton.
Xoghol tal bdiena
Fir-raba’ baghle
Tinzara’—it-tomnija.
Jithauuel—il basal, it-tin,
Jinkala—il bishiez.
Fir-raba’ sakui u il gonna
Jinzara’—il-leuz, il bkajla.
Jithauuel—il hauh, il ghajnbakar, id-dielja, it-tof—
fih ta Belludja, il frauli.
Jitlakkam—il berkuk, il ghajnbakar, ic-cipirse fuk
il praijin, il-langas fuk 1i sfargel.
'l'mzaba,r—ld-dw].]a
Jintaghlef in-nahal.
KUIEL
It-tomnija ta disat ijiem
Ahjar mill ohra bix-xita fit-tmiem.
I1 Milied bil cappell, u il Ghid bil mantar,
In-nies tiecol tajjeb, u il bhejjem icolla x’tixtar.
I’ahbar tas-sena,
Lil collhadd, j’Alla, gid u hena.
Tuissiia ¥uk 1L Kuikn
“]Il hajja tal bniedem fuk dina ’art hija kasira; dac
li hu jista jitghallem bi dmiru, chien icun uisk ftit,
chiecu ma chienx jista, biex nUhld hece, jired dac li
baddiehor gharat u sab kablu. Dana il uirt jingabar-
fil cotba, jingabar ucoll fil mokh. Misserijietna gharfu
jaghilu il gherf tal ghakal, tal hajja u tas-seuua, tas-
senghia u tal biedja u ta mitt haga—fi ftit cliem, ghall
actarx, mkabbel. Daun il cliem sejjhulhom Kuiel ”—
Alkran 1i chiteb Patri Manuel Magri, gizuita, fuk il
Kuiel, jeu “Il Gherf bla mactub tal Maltin”. Dan isibuh
fil Corsa 1AL, MOGHDIIA TAZ-ZMIEN. : '



Cotha tal Moghdija taz-Zmien
ta Mons, Can. Teol. .. Vella DD.
Nru. 65 BINT 1L HACHEM # ;
,» 69 NICOL GHABDUL (L'cuuel taksima)
» 70 NICOL GHABDUL (Ii-tieni taksima)
Jinbicqlon ghand Ganni Muscat 3
1S Stre Mereante, il Belt
wghond Labrari ohra w Hbich tal Opra tal
“Corsa rar Mociviia raz-Zsinn"






