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Abstract. The work of conservators and decision-makers in the field of conservation is often
challenging as it contributes directly to the social process of value association and transferring historical
assets to future generations. At the basis of every decision that is taken there are a number of
interlaced principles or values which may vary over time and become open to interpretation. This
paper applies the Heritage 1 alue Calculation to the auberges of the Order of the Knights Hospitaller
of St John which still stands in V alletta. These architectural gems are all scheduled as Grade 1 listed
buildings. The final heritage value computed for each anberge illustrates not only the applicability of
this method but provides an insight into the intrinsic factors relative to one another.
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Introduction

Over the past four decades, substantial discourse has emerged among
heritage professionals with regards to heritage value. Values attributed to
heritage have expanded in scope and nowadays include increased sensitivity
to divergent historical and cultural practices. Such values are the core drivers
for decision-making processes such as scheduling.

A recent study undertaken by one of the authors attempts to develop a
heritage value calculation geared towards a holistic system for heritage
valorisation which utilises mathematical multicriteria analysis.' The aim of
this article is to apply this mathematical formula to compute the heritage value
of the auberges of the Order of the Knights Hospitaller of St John in Valletta
who ruled over Malta until 1798, when it was expelled by the French. The
Otrder was made up of knights from a number of European nations, grouped
according to tongues or langues (“languages”), which numbered eight in total.
Each had its distinct stately palace, or auberge. “Each tongue of knights vied
with another in rendering their auberges splendid.” Such geographic-cultural
subgroupings of the members of the Order functionally approximates
branches of other religious orders.
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Valletta, the capital city of mainland Malta and the largest island in the
Maltese Archipelago (fig. 1), founded in 1566, was funded primarily through
donations of large sums of money by members of the Order. It was inscribed
by UNESCO in its entirety as 2 World Heritage Site in 1980.” To be included
on the World Heritage List, and thus considered of outstanding universal
value, a site must fulfil at least one of the ten selection criteria. Valletta
tulfilled criteria () and (vi); the former implies that the city represents “a
unique artistic or aesthetic achievement, a masterpiece of the creative genius,”
whilst the latter requires the city to “be most importantly associated with ideas
or beliefs, with events or with persons, of outstanding historical importance
or significance.”

MaltaJ X

Filfla—~

Auberge de Provence
\ T Auberge d’Italie
s By Auberge de Castille o
Fig. 1. Site location: The Maltese Archipelago with respect to Europe and Africa
(a); Malta and its dependencies (b); Valletta and the locations of the auberges
covered in this study (c) © Google Earth)
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Theoretical background

The Heritage Value Calculation attempts to establish the final heritage value
of a given site through a multitude of interlaced value benchmarks.” Based on
the work of Mason,’ Yung and Chan,’ de la Torre,’ Dogan,” Chen and Li"
and Olukoya,'" 37 leading publications were evaluated to determine the value
typologies covered in each. These publications included Reigl," charters,"
declarations'* and other significant official texts,” and works of seminal
authors. Relevant scholarly works issued in the last half century include
Kalman,'® Feilden,"” Lipe," Carver,” Darvill and Wainwright,” Frey”' and
Ashley-Smith,” whilst those issued since the year 2000 were Kert,”
Throsby,” Pye,” Mason,” Keene,” Appelbaum,” Roders,” Orbasli,”
Stubbs,” Robles,” Szmelter,” Lertcharnrit, Yung and Chan,” and Gielen et
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al.” In total, 24 value typologies were identified and used as a baseline for
evaluating the significance of a given heritage site. These 24 value
benchmarks enable a thorough analysis and broad-spectrum system of
heritage valorisation which may be applied to various heritage sites. The
resulting heritage value typologies include those frequently discussed in
conservation theory such as historic, aesthetic, social, cultural and economic
value. Others which emerged in the latter part of the twentieth century, such
as typological value, option value, newness value and authenticity, are also
included. These 24 value criteria were classified into four categories: (i) form
and physicality, (i) socio-cultural, (i) economic and wuse, and (iv)
informational value.

A heritage value grid was developed from the Nara Grid; 4 heritage
values — form and physicality, socio-cultural, economic and use, and
informational — are tabulated versus 6 heritage dimensions, namely, design,
materiality, function, location and context, tradition and techniques, and spirit
and memory. All the dimensions of heritage and heritage values have equal
weighting.

In terms of the Heritage Value Calculation, the final heritage value, F,

of a given site is defined by:
K
)
B PARL
k=1

where K = 6 (the six dimensions of heritage) and Yy is the outer average of
a given heritage dimension. For a given heritage site, 0 < F < 1; the closer to
the upper limit, the higher the heritage value of the site.

The outer average, Yy, of a given heritage dimension, is given by:

1 N
Yk = Ezzlk
i=1

where N = 4 (the four heritage value categories) and Zl!( , the average within
the value category of each dimension, is given by:

M;
1
k
Z; = —Z xij
M; 4
Jj=1

where M; = 7 (represents form and physicality values), Mo = 7 (represents
socio-cultural values), Ms = 4 (represents economic and use values) and My =

36 Gielen et al. 2014.
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6 (represents informational values). Whilst Z ensures equal weighting to all
values, y ensures equal weighting to all value categories, and I ensures equal
weighting to all heritage dimensions.

Materials and methods
Of the eight original auberges in Valletta, Auberge d’Allemagne was
demolished in the nineteenth century to erect the Anglican Cathedral of St
Paul. Auberge d’Auvergne and Auberge de France were destroyed by aerial
bombardment during the Second Wotld War.”” Today, the former has been
replaced by the Law Courts whilst the latter site is where the Worker’s
Memorial Building stands.” Thus, the Heritage Value Calculation has been
applied to remaining auberges, namely, Auberge de Castille, Auberge
d’Aragon, Auberge d’Italie, Auberge de Provence and Auberge de Baviere.”
A guide to Malta published in the 1840s states that all eight auberges
were “remarkable for their magnificence, and for the extreme beauty of their
architecture: that of Provence for its chaste and elegant style, and that of
Castille for its imposing effect and elaborate ornament, may be particularly
mentioned.” The present-day five auberges, a detailed description of each
of which is given by Hughes," were included on the Antiquities List of 1925.%
They were all scheduled as Grade 1 national monuments,” and in 2012 they
were listed on the National Inventory of the Cultural Property of the Maltese
Islands (NICPMI). This inventory is the national heritage register, established
in 2011 to list the cultural property of Malta. As per NICPMI, the cultural
heritage type and value and property value assessment for these auberges is
architectural/historical and very high, respectively. The inventory numbers
assigned by the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage (SCH) with respect to
each building are stated in (table 1).

Auberge de Castille

Located at Castille Place, at the highest point of Valletta and overlooking the
Grand Harbour area, the Auberge de Castille belonged to the knights of the
langue of Castille, Le6n and Portugal (fig. 2). Erected in the Spanish Baroque

37 Braun 1946, p. 41.

38 Leaver 1985, p. 553.

3 These auberges are covered in the latest publication on the city entitled Encounters with
Valletta: A Barogue City through the Ages (Bonello et al. 2018). The study on the Auberge de
Castille was penned by Richard Cachia Caruana (Cachia Caruana 2018) whilst the remaining
auberges are covered by Denis De Lucca (De Lucca 2018).
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style in the 1740s to the design of Andrea Belli (1703-1772), it replaced a
1574 building by Girolamo Cassar (c. 1520—c. 1592).* This auberge “is a
strikingly fine building; its entrance and staircase are much admired”;" “the
rich central focus is obtained by a magnificent doorway linked vertically to an
elaborate central window, capped ... by ... ostentatious coat-of-arms, and a
crowning centre-piece with the Langue’s heraldic paraphernalia.”*

Case Study Inventory Number
Auberge de Castille 112747
Auberge d’Aragon 11254
Auberge d’Italie 11294
Auberge de Provence 113550
Auberge de Baviere 1128
Table 1. National Inventory of the Cultural Property of the Maltese Islands:
Auberges in Valletta

Fig. 2. Auberge de Castille

After the expulsion of the Order, the French utilised the auberge for
the Commission for National Property. Following the French capitulation to
Britain in 1800, it became the headquarters of the British Armed Forces and
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provided accommodation for British officers. After 1954 it was used as
General Headquarters of the Army for Malta, Libya and Cyprus. Today the
auberge hosts the office of the Maltese Prime Minister, which was moved
from the Auberge d’Aragon in 1972.

The right side of the building was repaired following damage caused
during aerial bombardment in 1942. Several restoration works were
undertaken between 1987 and 1996; the elevations were restored between
2009 and 2014.

Auberge d’Aragon

Erected in 1571, the Auberge d’Aragon housed knights from the langue of
Aragon, Navarre and Catalonia (fig. 3). It is the oldest and only surviving
auberge the original Mannerist design of Cassar.” It never saw a major
renovation other than the portico to the main entrance,™ an attempt to add
prestige to an otherwise austere building. The auberge was intended as
functional religious accommodation; prestige was not the objective.”

In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, it housed in turn the
government printing press, the residence of the Chief Secretary to
Government, a school and a hospital during the Second World War. During
the periods 1921-1933 and 1947-1972 it accommodated the Office of the
Prime Minister; since than it has served a number of government ministries.

Fig. 3. Auberge d’Aragon

52 Miceli Demajo 2019, p. 81.
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The main and the south-eastern elevations sustained damage due to the
1693 earthquake. It was not damaged during the Second World War.” During
restoration works carried out in 2019, an early eighteenth-century bakery
oven, some wells and water canals were discovered buried under debris in an
underground patt of the auberge.”

Auberge d’Italie

Originally designed in the sixteenth century to house knights from the langue
of Italy in a Mannerist style by Girolamo Cassar,” the Auberge d’Italie was
subsequently modified by a number of architects throughout the seventeenth
century; the last major renovation, which gave the building a Baroque
character, took place in the 1680s (fig. 4).”

Fig. 4. Auberge d’Italie

The auberge, the second largest, had an entrance from Jean de Valette
Square but it was blocked when the square was built up. The present square
was recreated in 2012. The layout of the building is a typical of Cassat’s
auberges, such as Auberge d’Aragon — the classic model of Italian
Renaissance palazzi, rectangular in plan with rooms around a central

56 Braun 1946, p. 41.

57 Arena 2019.

58 Hughes 1967, p. 143-145.
% De Lucca 2013, p. 47.
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courtyard. According to an 1839 guide to Malta, this auberge “is a large
building, but without architectural beauty.”*

Since the expulsion of the Order, the auberge has been used for a
number of military and civilian purposes, housing a military headquarters, an
officers’ mess, a museum, a school of arts, a temporary courthouse, the
General Post Office and various government departments. At present, it is
the National Community Art Museum which hosts the national collection of
fine arts. When stationed in Malta as Army Medical Staff, John Davy (1790-
1868) — brother of the reputed chemist, Sir Humphry Davy (1778-829) —
established a public dispensary for the treatment of the poor, the forerunner
of the contemporary Government Polyclinics, locally referred to as il-Berga,
the Maltese word for “the Auberge.”"!

The auberge was hit by enemy bombardment during the Second World
War. The damaged part was subsequently reconstructed soon after. Extensive
renovations were undertaken approximately half a century ago. The building
was redecorated and restored by 2002. The auberge’s elevation, together with
the building’s interior, was restored between late 2015 and July 2016.

Auberge de Provence

Located in Republic Street, the Auberge de Provence was designed to house
the knights from the langue of Provence. It is the third largest auberge. The
present building, which includes shops, was finished in the early part of the
seventeenth century in French classical style under the direction of Antonio
Garsin (fig. 5). This significantly modified the original sixteenth century
building completed by Cassar.”” The incorporation of street-level shops, a
trend at the time, changed the overall dynamics of the use of the building. It
was during this period that the Gran Salon on the first floor started taking
shape. The garden of the auberge which was accessible from Strait Street, was
sold as a revenue-generating initiative. Other structural alterations were
carried out later to accommodate subsequent uses of the auberge, notably as
a military barracks, as the Malta Union Club — whose members included Sir
Walter Scott (1771-1832), Benjamin Disraeli (1804—1881) and Prince George
of Wales, later King George V (1865-1936),” as a hotel and, from the 1950s,
as part of the National Museum, housing the archaeological collection
(ground floor) and fine arts collection (first floor).”* It currently houses the
National Museum of Archaeology.

60 MacGill 1839, p. 48.

61 Cassar 2000, p. 48.
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3 Wilkinson 1948, p. 11-16.

64 Sultana 2016, p. 68-70, 73-74.
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Fig. 5. Auberge de Provence

The Gran Salon is one of the most elegant halls in Malta. It served as a
refectory and banqueting hall at the time of the Order. Under British rule, it
was used as a ballroom and banqueting hall. A guide to Malta published in
1839 describes this auberge as a “fine building of good architecture, the upper
part is devoted to the service of the Union Club, and its extensive and fine
hall to a ball room, the lower part is an Auction room.”®

Michele Cachia (1760-1839) was engaged in 1800 to undertake
restoration works on the building. These endeavours were a far cry from
being scientific as understood nowadays. During the Second World War, the
auberge suffered minor damage® and Francis Borg was commissioned to
repair it in 1947. His signature and date were discovered during the ongoing
conservation works on the east wall. Recent works uncovered an earlier
pictorial scheme to the current in Pompeian floral style.

Auberge de Baviére

Formerly known as Palazzo Carnaro, this 1696 building overlooks the
entrance of Marsamxett Harbour and from 1784 it was the auberge of the
Anglo-Bavarian langue (fig. 6).” This “superb building,”* designed by Catlo

6 MacGill 1839, p. 63.

6 Braun 1946, p. 41.

6 Hughes 1967, p. 174-175.
6 MacGill 1839, p. 63.
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Gimach (1651-1730), was erected in an austere style, one of the last, prior to
the rise of interest in the Baroque.”

i

Fig. 6. Auberge de Bavicre

During the French occupation, the auberge served as a military hospital
for venereal diseases.”” Under British rule, it was used by the military and, for
a short stint in the First World War, as a military hospital. Later it was utilised
as a hostel for people who had lost their homes during the Second World
War, a school, and by a number of government agencies, the latest being the
Lands Authority.

The auberge sustained minor damage to a side-facade during the
Second Wotld War, but remains, for the most part, in its original state.” It
was repaired prior to being utilised as a government school in the 1960s. The
auberge was rehabilitated and restored in 2001. Further restoration was
undertaken in 2018 when similar works were being undertaken on the
adjacent fortifications of Valletta.

Results and discussion

With respect to all the five auberges, a binary valuation to the Heritage Value
Calculation was applied. This implies that if a particular dimension of heritage
fits one of the 24 criteria, a value of 1 is allocated, otherwise the value is 0.
The resulting scoring of heritage value criteria for all the auberges is given in

% Ellul 1989, p. 112.
70 Cassar 1965, p. 233.
71 Braun 1946, p. 41.
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table 2 and table 3. The combined heritage value grid, inclusive of the final
value F, is given in table 4. Values are given to one significant figure.
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Table 2. Binary scoring of heritage value for the following dimensions of heritage:

design, materiality and function

270



2191ARg Op 981qny

9JUDAOJ 9P 8Fqny

d1Ei p 381aquy

UoSery p 9819qny

Informational

S[MSE)) 9p 28FaqNny

0[{0]0]|0]0

1

0[0]0]|0]0

0j0]0]|0]O0
0j0]0]|0]O0

0[0]0]|0]O0
0[0]0]|0]0

2391ARg Op 981qny

0
0

20U2A03{ Jp dBroqny

0
0

J1[eI] P 81Ny

UOSeIy P 93819qny

Economic & Use

S[mse)) op AFroqny

0{0]0]0]0

0]01]0

01010
01010

o391ARg Op 281qNYy

1
0

1
0

Value Criteria

20U2A03{ Ip dBroqny

0
0

0

a11eI] P 81Ny

UOBEIY P 319qny

J[[NSE)) 9p I8Iqny

0[01]0
01010

0(01]0

JJ21AB( Op J81aqny

0

0

9JOUSAOI] 9P QMHQQSAA\

0
0
0

0

a1[eI] P dBIoqny

o

o

UOBEIy P 931oqny

o

~—

o

o

o

~—

o

—

~—

o

Form & Physicality| Socio-Cultural

The Heritage Value of the Auberges of the Order of St John in Valletta, Malta

3TMSE) 9P 953Ny

0.9/0.9(0.910.9(0.9{0.9{0.3]1.0{0.9{0.3|1.0/1.0|1.0{1.0|1.0{0.8]0.8] 0.8 0.8] 0.8

—

~—

o

o

01010

o

~—

0.4/0.3/0.410.4{0.3{0.7{0.7]0.7{0.7]0.7{0.3] 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.8{ 0.8 0.8 0.8] 0.8

~—

01010

—

~—

o

9319 JO suoIsUdWI(]

zt

1X91U07) 29 TONEIO]

14

sonbruys9 1, 29 suonipei],

5

Z:

14

Kzowdpy 29 11dg

271

0.7/0.410.7{0.7(0.4{0.9]0.9]0.9{0.9]0.9]0.3]0.3|0.3] 0.3] 0.3| 0.3| 0.3| 0.3| 0.3| 0.3

location and context, traditions and techniques, and spirit and memory

78

14

Table 3. Binary scoring of heritage value for the following dimensions of heritage:



Nadine Zammit, Lino Bianco
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Table 4. Heritage value grid
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The Heritage Value Calculation allocates the final value of a heritage
site in a multifaceted way, where aspects such as the informational value
resulting from the function of the building has as much weighting as aspects
such as design aesthetics. In the design dimension, all auberges obtained
comparable values with respect to form and physicality and informational
value. Auberges de Castille, d’Italie and de Provence were attributed a
maximum for all values pertaining to the socio-cultural category, whilst the
remaining two auberges scored four out of the seven value benchmarks,
lacking cultural/symbolic value, prestige and commemorative value. The
former three also scored a maximum score in tourism value under the
economic and use category.

In terms of the materiality dimension, all auberges obtained
comparable scoring in the category of form and physicality, with Auberge
d’Italie scoring the lowest in material authenticity due to its major post-war
reconstruction. With respect to the dimension of function, auberges de
Castille, d’Italie and de Provence scored maximum for all socio-cultural
values, whilst the remaining two lacked symbolic value in terms of function.
The former three also scored the highest score in tourism under the economic
and use category which resulted in a higher value within that category. For
the location dimension, all auberges obtained similar scoring in all value
typologies associated with the economic and use, form and physicality, and
informational value. When compared with auberges d’Aragon and de Bavicre,
the location of auberges de Castille, d’Italie and de Provence at the core of
Valletta accounts for their higher scores for social and symbolic value. This
is due to the collective memory associated with their setting.

Regarding the dimension of traditions and techniques, all auberges
obtained comparable scoring in the various aspects within the socio-cultural,
economic and informational value categories, although the auberges
d’Aragon and de Baviere scored slightly lower in the traditions and techniques
dimension when it came to the form and physicality of the buildings. With
regard to the spirit and memory of the place, all auberges scored equally in
the socio-cultural, economic and informational value categories. Due to their
symbolic and community value, the auberges de Castille, d’Italie and de
Provence scored higher than the remaining auberges in the same category.

The Auberge d’Aragon and the Auberge de Baviere received the lowest
scores (0.537). These buildings ranked marginally lower than the others in
design, function, and spirit and memory. The Auberge de Castille and the
Auberge d’Ttalie obtained similar scores of 0.649 and 0.642, respectively. The
Auberge de Provence received the highest rating (0.670). It marginally
surpassed the Auberge de Castille, described as “probably the finest building

273



Nadine Zammit, Lino Bianco

in Malta,”” in aspects such as function. The current use of the Auberge de
Provence as the National Museum of Archaeology has provided the building
with comparatively more informational value in that dimension (refer to
table 4).

Conclusions

The heritage value calculation system stated in Section 2 above provides a
relative, not absolute, value which can be used to determine the heritage value
of a particular site in comparison with a number of other, preferably
typologically similar, heritage assets.

Applying binary valuation to the prototype system to the present
auberges in Valletta, one may argue that a final value of 0.67 is low for Grade
1 buildings such as these. This value illustrates the broad spectrum of criteria
considered in the computation, whereby even the most valuable site cannot
score the maximum final value. Overall, the highest rating was obtained by
the Auberge de Provence. It scored high on all four aspects and in a number
of dimensions including design, location and function. Following this was
Auberge de Castille which scored comparatively highly yet was somewhat
lacking in the dimension of function. The Auberge d’Italie ranked third, with
an overall scoring distribution similar to the former auberges, though slightly
lower with respect to the dimension of materiality. Auberge d’Aragon and
Auberge de Bavicre obtained the lowest scores in all dimensions, notably in
design and function. The quantifiable results would have been more accurate
if a non-binary valuation of these examples of built heritage was undertaken.

Given that heritage values change as perception of heritage varies, the
final heritage value reflects a process of reflexivity whereby one re-assesses
the original scheduling of a given heritage asset.
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