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Seminary library's 250-year history 
by Rev. Dr Hector Scerri 

THE ORIGINS of the 
Seminary library date to 
October 1756, when 
Bishop Paul Alpheran d~ 

Bussan (1728-1757) deposited 500 
scudi in the Massa Frumentaria, on 
condition that the interest goes to 
the upkeep of the library. 

We have to remember that the 
Seminary in Malta was still in its 
infancy, It had been founded in 
March 1703 by Bishop Davide 
Cocco Palmeri (1684-1713), It was 
Bishop Alpheran who saw to the 
construction of a new building 
(1733-40) to be able to house this 
institution within adequate 
premises. 

Bishop Alpheran died in 1757. 
He, too, bequeathed 500 scudi to 
support the library. A document 
which throws light on the existence 
of this institution is the lnventario 
dd/e Supelettili e Libri del 
Seminario, a document .dating to 
March 1759. 

This interesting inventory lists 79 
works in the library, Another nine 
works were added in April 1771 
under the heading Libri ritrovati 
nel/a Libreria del Ven.do Seminario. 
It is obvious that the library was 
very limited in its resources. Its ori­
gins were indeed very humble. 

The library would expand from 
time to time thanks to various 
bequests, especially by priests who 
left their personal collections to the 
Seminary, a generous tradition 
which has continued to this day. Its 
earliest benefactors included the 
patriot, Dun Mikiel Xerri (1737-
1799), professor of philosophy at 
the University and mathematics !ec­
tur-:r at the Seminary, and Dun 
Gaetano Pisani (donation in 1781). 

The library today possesses over 
30,000 books, besides a very rich 
collection of periodicals. The last 
decades of the 20th century saw its 
greatest expansion. In 1914, the 
library's catalogues listed 1,240 
books, indeed a meagre quantity by 
today's standards. 

The Caralogo def libri neUa 
Libreria del Semiliario Maggiore 
delta Noto.bile (November 25. 
1914) subdivides the collection 
under 16 subject headings - Dog­
matic Theology: 37 books: Moral 
Theology; 71; general theological 
works: 19; Sacred Scripture: 97; 
Patristics: 15; Law, including canon 
!aw: 71: History: 178; Philosophy: 
55; Latin Literature: 50; Lives of the 
Saints: 40: Preaching and Medita• 
tion: 124: the study of Hebrew: 21: 
Italian Literature: 118: English 
Literature: 218: Dictionaries: 27; 
Miscellaneous: 97. plus some 
others. 

One should bear in min<.l :m 
imp,)11.anl foature in this library's 
history. 1rnmely the transfer of the 
Seminary from Mdina to Floriana in 
l85t. Yet, between 1910 and 1921,, 
the Seminar)' wn-; housed once 
again in ito bi!"lhpl.i~t Mdina. How 
JiJ thi> ph)·~k:a! tr;insf'er oJfect the 
:ibrarv'? 

On~ ccwi p<::rh.ip~ c·uncludc that th,: 
I ~SB trnnsf,-r to F]\,ri,mn prncticnlly 
meant an im:rea.s<:: i11 the number uf 
.book,; ll>r 11sc by ~eminurian~. The 
reason behind this was that part of 
the Flori.:ina premises was previous· 
ly o~cupicd by a retreat hoL!se, 
known a;; C.1s.i di'Manresa. popular­
ly ret'r:rr~d to as Snn Ka/cidonju. 
The latter had it~ ow.n coll.,,ction of 
books. 

1l is cle:ir that the two collections, 
11amely the Seminary collection and 
that of the C:1~,i. remained ~epurate 
for many ye::ir~. Ir b uncertain 
whether the seminury m1denl~ could 
borrow or cunsult t>ooh from the 
C.asa. 

An undated index, probubly com­
piled some time between 1900 an<l 
1920, the fndice de!Ja Librcria di S. 
Caicedonio, provides us with u lbt 
of l ,210 books. These are classed 
under three main sections: libri 
a:,c"rici (469 volumes): libri srorid 

(355) and libri scientiflci (386). 
We know that when Archbishop 

Maurus Caruana retransferred the 
Seminary to Floriana in 1921, the 
two book collections were still dis­
tinct from each other. They were 
eventually fused into one library 
during World War II. In the post­

, War period, espe~ially during the 
rectorships of Mgr Giovanni Mifsud 
(1937~5!) and Mgr Albert 
Panta\laresco {195 1-63), the 
Seminary library acquired useful 
collections of books on English 
Literature and the Latin and Greek 
classics, especially through the 
assistance of the British Council. 

The Seminary library moved yet 
again in 1978 to its present location. 
This took place in the context of the 
transfer of the Seminary from 
Floriana to Tal-Virtil, Rabat. This 
providential move by Archbishop 
Mercieca entailed situating the 

(Continued on page 1 l 8) THE Florlana Seminary, today the Archbishop's Curia 

This year, 44 lucky go mobile subscribers will each win 4 theatre box tickets - 176 tickets in total! 
Hercules - The Panto (MADC) will be held from the 26th December at the Manoel Theatre, Valletta. 

Participating is easy: simply send a blank SMS to 5070 5511 (cost is 25c). 
You wlJJ instantly receive an Instant SMS informing you whether 
Yciu have won or not .. 

The competitlo1, runs until 20th December 2006. 

Good luck! 
Always the better value 
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New Tal-Virti1 setting 
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house of priestly formation for the 
diocesan clergy within a totally new 
setting in what was previously the 
Mater Admirabilis Training College 
(1954-1973) for female teachers, run 
by the Sisters•of the Sacred Heart. 
Indeed, the new premises for the 
Seminary were a far cry from the 
drab environment at Florian.a. A spa­
cious setting for the Library was 
also reailily available. 

1978 was an eventful year in 
other respects, too. That year, the 
Faculty of Theology was ousted 
from the University of Malta. After 
the Holy See recognised the Faculty 
as an autonomous institution. it con­
tinued its academic role from one of 
the wings of the Seminary and from 
a block of classrooms on its campus. 

The need was soon felt to pro­
vide n library service to lec­
turers and students of the 

Faculty of Theology. It was decided 
to house this new library jointly with 
that of the Seminary; 1978 marks 
the beginning of a new phase in the 
history of the Seminary Library, by 
then already over two centuries old, 
namely the housing of two libraries 
under one roof and one joint 
administration. 

Library work which had prev­
iously been carried out by the semi­
narians on a voluntary-basis was 
now entrusted to professional staff. 
The first librarian, appointed in 
1980, was Gu±e Cassar Pullicino 
(1921-2005), the well-known histo­
rian and expert on Maltese folklore. 
1n the 1950s he was librarian at the 
University of Malta, and later occti.-

BISHOP Paul Alpheran de Bussan, founder of the Seminary Library 
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pied posts of high responibility in 
various government ministries and 
departments. 

The library expanded rapidly over 
the years through endowments, both 
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locally obtained as well as from 
abroad. Many more periodical sub­
scriptions were either continued or 
started. Today, the library is sub­
scribed to about 200 periodicals, and 
some J 50 other periodical collec­
tions are available. The latter com­
prise either discontinued collections, 
rivisre morte or collections received 
as bequests. 

ln September 1988, after the 
Faculty of Theology was reincorpo­
rated into the University of Malta, a 
Foundation for Theological Studies 
was established to proceed with a 
number of academic initiatives. Not 
only was the foundation to finance, 
in part, the running of the Faculty of 
Theology at the University. but also 
the promotion of theological re­
search. Among other commitments. 
this meant a continuation in the sup­
port of the library. 

S incc then. the Seminary/ 
Foundation Librnrv, as it is 
now called. continued it., vari­

nu, operations. In 1997. a spacious 
cxtcn~ion wns constwcie<l to house 
the va,t periodical holdings. Tlli,; 
was formall) inaugurated on 
Febrnary 13. 1999. b)' Archbi~l,op 
Mercieca. A specialised ~ection nn 
the Maltese clergy \va~ alsc-, 
launched on that occ~sion. 

When the Catholic Institute 
Library. nt Floriana. clo~ed down in 
the mid-Nineties. the authnrlrks 
decided to transfer this 5,000-strong 
collection to the Seminary. This her­
culenn task wns accomplished in 
February 1005, 

It ~hnuld als0 be .~aid that a ~Izabk 
(jttantity of these bnoks .already 
bclong.:d w the Foundation Library a, 
tllC\' had been c>n permanent loan to 
the' C;1tholic l11~titutc when evening 
mun:~ organised bv the Faculty of 
ThcDlogy \\·ere held :it Floriana Thus. 
room hV.d to be sough! for this .,udden 
influx ofbooks. 

During the past 20 years, there 
have been numerous book bequests 
and donations. Some of the largest 
collections to be received include 
those frcim Mgr Professor Joseph 
Sapiano. Mgr Joseph Lupi. Lorenzo 
Schiavone, Fr Joseph Samnrnt and 
Canon Benjamin Tonna, m mention a 
few. 

Great Events, Great Dining! i,JJ.w..v.connth:iaho-tel.s.com 

Other donors - who would rather 
not be identified - were generous 
enough to donate their personal col­
lections during their lifetime, and are 
happy to see their books used by a 
wide range· of students. A further 
extension IO the library was complet­
ed and orened last. October- a silent. 
yet tangible. commernomtion of the 
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250 yeurs since the humble birth of 
the Seminary Library in 1756. 

The opening hours of the Seminary 
library are Monday lo Saturday: 8.30 
a.m. to noon: 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays: 4 
to8p.m.; 

Thursdays: 4 to 6.30 p.m. 

Rev. Dr Hecror Scerri. rhc 
Seminary vice-rector and a University 
lecturer in dogmatic-theology, is the 
dltlimJan oflhe Library Committee. 
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Oxygen cylinders and flow meters loaned by the 
Department of Health and currently not in use should 
be returned to the ln-Patienfs' .. Oispensory

1 
St. Luke's 

Hospital. The dispensary is open on a-24 naur· .. basis. 

ID cards of 1he hearer and If possible Of the ptilient should 
be shown. 

An oxygen cylinder not in use constitutes an 
undue hazard! 

Facqucrios ~a/1 cn 2595 !386 from Monday lo fridoybaiw"<!,:, 
8.30am o~ci 2.00pm 
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Crazy Christmas Offers 
The CiRUnDICi Lenaro Range 

MEGATRON 

Lenaro 82 Flat Lenaro 72 Flat 

32" 100hz Reference Plus 29" 1 00hz Reference Plus 
3 scart, Digital Scan, Split Screen, side 
AV, headphones, Virtual Dolby Surround. 

3 scart, Digital Scan, Split Screen, Side AV. 
headphones, VJrtual Dolby Surround. 

~ =,i 

Jokate 

Lenaro 55 Frat 

21" Pure Flat TV 
Blackline FX plus tube, 2 scart, 
side A½ headphones, stereo 
spatial sound. 

Visit the complete Grundig Range and more! 
Opening Hours: Monday to Saturday 9am fill 7pm 
Jokale • Zochory Street -Volletto Tel: 21 222885 
Jok01e - G'Mangia Hill -Msido Tel: 21 221012 

The Cane-Line O~tdoor range _combines th~ best' in Scandliiavian·ru-rritture design with the qu;illties of L.mlque 
Hularo® fibre. The result is fur'nliure of~llsL!rpassed style made from unique, environmentally friendly material. 

The Outdoor range is hand-woven In· superb q·ua!ity, incredibly comfortable and maintenance- free. 

Spread the cost of Christmas 
01der a Cane-Line furruture set before 25th December 2006 

and en1oy easy MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS. (Delivery M~rch no1l 

Cane-line' MIZZI OUTDOOR SOLUTIONS 
@240, Zabbar Road, fgura, (opposite Gnllori)a) 

le-I: :1:3~7 6100 www.240.com.mt 




