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Seminary library’s 250-year history

by Rev. Dr Hector Scerri

HE ORIGINS of the

Seminary library date 1o

Ociober 1756, when

Bishop Paul Alpheran de
Bussan (1728-1757) deposited 500
seudf in the Massa Frumentarga. on
condition that the interest goes io
the upkeep of the library.

We have to remember that the
Seminary in Malta was still in its
infancy. It had been founded in
March 1703 by Bishop Davide
Cocco Palmerd (1684-1713). It was
Bishop Alpheran who saw to the
construction of a new building
(1733-40) to be able to house this
institution within adequate
premises.

Bishop Alpheran died in 1757.
He, too, bequeathed 500 scudi to
support the library. A document
which throws light on the existence
of this institution i5 the Inventario
delie  Supelettili e Libri del
Seminaric, a document .dating to
March 1759.

This interesting inventory lists 79
works in the library. Ancther nine
works were added in April 1771
under the heading Libsi ritrovati
nefla Libreria del Ven.do Seminario.
It is obvious that the library was
very limited in its resources. Tts ori-
gins were indeed very humble,

The library would expand from
time to time thanks to various
bequests, especially by priests whe
left their personal collections to the
Seminary. a generous tradition
which has continued to this day. Its
carliest benefactors included the
patriot, Dun Mikiel Xerri (1737-
1799). professor of philosophy at
the University and mathematics lec-
rer at the Seminary, and Dun
Gagetano Pisani (donation in 1781),

The library today possesses over
30,000 books, besides a very rich
cellection of periodicals. The last
decades of the 20th century saw its
greatest expansion, In 1914, the
library's catalogues listed 1,240
books, indeed a meagre quantity by
today's standards.

The Cateloge del libri nella
Libreria del Seminario Maggiore
della Norebile (November 23,
1914} subdivides the collection
under 16 subject headings - Dog-
matic Theology: 37 books, Moral
Theology: 7i; general theological
works: 19; Sacred Scripture: 97;
Patristics: 15, Law, including canon
law: 71: History: 178; Philosophy:
53; Latin Literature; 50r Lives of the
Saints: 40: Preaching and Medita-
tion: 124; the study of Hebrew: 21
Italian Literature: 118: English
Literarure: 218; Dictionaries: 27;
Miscellanenus: 97. plus some
oitters.

One should bear in mind an
imponant feature in this library's
history, namely the transfer of the
Semimary from Mdina to Floriana in
- 1338, Yet. between 1910 and 1921,
the Seminary was housed once
again in is bivthplace. Mdina, How
did this physical transfer affect the
dihrary?

One cun perhaps conclude that the
1858 wansfer wo Floriana practically
meant an increase in the number of
books for use by seminarians, The
reason behind this was that part of
the Floriana premises was preyious-
ly occupicd by a retreat house,
known us Cosa di Manresa, popular-
Iy referred to as San Kalcidonju,
The [atter had its own collection of
books.

it is clear that the two collections,
namely the Seminary collection and
that of the Casa. remuined scparate
for many years. [t is uncertain
whether the seminary students could
borrow or consult books from the
Casa, '

An undared index, probubly com-
piled some time between 1900 and
1920, the Indice della Libreria of S.
Calicedonio, provides us with a list
of 1.210 books, These are classed
under three main sections: fibri
ascericl (469 volumes): [ibri storici

© War period, especially during the

(355 and }ibri scientifici (386).

We know that when Aschbishop
Maurus Caruana retransferred the
Seminary to Floriana in. 1921, the
two book collections were still dis-
tinet from each other. They were
eventually fused into one library
during World War IL In the post-

rectorships of Mgr Giovanni Mifsud
(1937-51)  and Mgr Albent
Pantallaresco  {1951-63), the
Seroinary library acquired useful
collections of books an English
Literature and the Latin and Greek
classics, especially through the
assistance of the British Council.
The Seminary library moved yet
again in 1978 to its present location.
This took place in the context of the
transfer of the Seminary from
Floriana to Tal«Virt, Rabat. This
providential move by Archbishop
Mercieca entailed situating the

(Continued on page 118)
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‘New Tal-’

irtu setting

1980, was

CASA Madoqna di Manresa, in Floriara

(Continued from page 117)

house of priestly formation for the
diocesan clergy within 2 totaily new
setting in what was previously the
Mater Admirabilis Training College
(1954-1973) for female tzachers, un
by the Sisters-of the. Sacred Heart.
Indeed, the new premises for the
Seminary were a far cry from the

drab environment at Floriana, A spa- -

clous setting for the Library was
also readily available.

1978 was an eveatful year in
other respects. too, That year, the
Facalty of Theology was ousted
from the University of Malta. After
the Holy See recognised the Facuity
as an autonomeus institution. it con-
tinved its academic role from one of
the wings of the Seminary and from
a block of classrooms on its campus.

he need was soan felt to pro-

vide a Hbrary service to lec-

trers and students of the
Faculty of Theology. It was decided
10 house this new library jointly with
that of the Seminary; 1978 marks
the beginning of a new phase in the
history of the Seminary Library, by
then already over two centuries old,
namely the housing of two libraries
under one roof and ome joint
administration.

Library work which had prev-
iously been carried out by the semi-
narians on a voluntary basis was
now entrusted to professional staff,
The first librarian, appeinted in
uzé Cassar Pullicino
{1921-2005), the well-known histo-
rian and expert on Maliese folklore.
In the 1950s he was librarian at the
University of Malta, and Iater cccu-
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pied posis of high responibility in
various government ministries and
-departments.

The library expanded rapidly over
the years through endowments, both
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e Bussan, tounder of the Seminary Library

locally obtained as well as from
abroad. Marny more periodical sub-
scriptions were either continusd or
started, Today. the library is sub-
scribed to about 200 periedicals, and
same 150 other periodical collec-
tions are avaitable. The latter com-
prise either discontinued collections,
riviste morte or collections received
as bequesis.

Tn September 1988, after the
Faculty of Theology was reineorpo-
rated into the University of Malta, a
Foundation for Theological Studies
was established 1o proceed with a
number of academic initiatives. Not
only was the foundation to finance,
in part, the running of the Faculty of
Theology at the University, but also
the promotica of theologieal re-
search. Among nther commitments,
this meant a centinuation in the sup-

port of the library.
S Foundation Library, as it is
now called, continued its vari-
ous operations. In 1997, a spacious
extension was constructed 1o hiouse
the vast periodical holdings, This
was formally Inaugurated oan
February 13, 1999, by Archbishop
Mercieca, A specialised section on

ince then, the Seminary/

the Maltese clergy vas  also
launched on that occasion,
When the Catholic Institute

Library, at Floriana. closed down in
the mid-Nineties, the authorities
decided to transfer this 5.000-swong
collection to the Seminary. This her-
culean task was accomplished in
February 2005,

It should also be said that a sizable
guantity of these books already
helonged to the Foundarion Library as
they had been op permanent Joan ©
the Catholic Institute when evening
courses arganised by the Faculty of
Theology were held at Floriana, Thus.
room had to be soughr for this sudden
influx of books.

During the past 20 years, there
have been numerous book bequests
and denations, Some of the largest
collections to be received include
those from Mgr Professor Joseph
Sapiano. Mgr Joseph Lupi, Lorenzo
Schiavone, Fr Joseph Sammut and
Cancn Benjamin Tonna, to mention a
few,

Cther donors — who would rather
not be identified — were generous
enough to donate their personal col-
lections during their lifstime, and are
‘happy to see their books used by a
wide range of students. A further
extension to the library was complet-
ed and opened Tast, October —a silent. .
yet tangible, commemoration of the
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- The GRUNDIG Lenaro Range

et
Lenaro 82 Flat

32" 100hz Reference Plus
3 scart, Digital Scan, Split Screen, Side AV,
headphones, Virtual Doty Surround,

29" 100hz Reference Plus
3 seart, Digital Scan, Spiit Screen, side
AY, headphones, Virtual Dolby Surround.

Lenare 55 Flat

21" Pure Flat TV
Blackling FX plus tube, 2 start,
side AV, headphones, sterec
spatlal sound,

Visit she camplete Grundig Range and mored
Qpening Hours: Menday fo Saturday Jam 1l 7pm

Jnkete - Zuchary Street - Volletta Tel: 21 222685
Jokaite - G'Mongic Hill - Msida Tel: 21 221012

INTERIOR of the Seminary Foundation Library

250 years since the humble birth of
the Seminary Library in 1756,

vk

Rev. Dr Hector Scerri, the
Seminary vice-rector and a University
lecturer in dogmatic-theclogy, is the
chairman of the Library Committee.
The opening hours of the Seminary

library are Monday Lo Saturday: 8.30
., 10 nook;
Mondays, Tuesdays and-Fridays: 4

Acknowiedgements; research car-
ried out by the late Mr G, Cassar
Pullicino and Ms G. Barbara, the cur-

rent librarian., was instrumental in the
composition of this feanre)

to § pm.;
Thursdays: 4 to 6.30 p.m.

The Cane-Line qudour.ran'ge <emhines ihe, best'in Scéndiha\.ri'ah‘fu'rnltur_e desigﬁ with the gualities of unique
Hularo® Rbre, The result i fur'nit'u.re.uf gﬁsurpagseq style magé from unique, enyironmentatly friendly material,
. The Outdoorrange Is hand-woven In superb guality, incredibly comfortable and malntenance free,
Spread the cost of Christmas
Order a Cane-Line furniture set before 25th December 2006
ani enjoy easy MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS. (Delivery ttorch 2007)

Natice on Oxygen Cylin
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Department of Heulth and corrently not in use should
he returned to the In-Paifents’ Dispensary, St. Luke's
Hosptcl. The dispensary is cpen on .24 hour basis.

iD cards of the bearer and If possible of the palient shegld
e shovrn.

An oxygen cylinder not in use constitufes an
undve hazord!
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