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Nitghallmu nghidu
GRAZZ1

Halha mit-turisti u pellegrini li jzur is-Santwarju tal-Madonna
Ta’ Pinu, ta’ spiss jibqghu mistaghgba bin-numru kbir ta’ kwadri
ta’ ringrazzjament li huma xhieda tal-grazzi i nqalghu
bl-intercessjoni tal-Madonna Ta’ Pinu. Dawn il-kwadri huma
msejha Ex Voto, u fost dawk 1-aktar antiki hemm numru sabih
ta’ qlub ¢kejknin. Fuq xi whud minn dawn il-qlub wiehed
jista’ jagra l-ittri “PGR” i jfissru “Per Grazzia Ricevuta” - ghal
grazzja li jiena ir¢ivejt. F’kelma wahda il-persuna jew persuni
li offrew dawn il-qlub ged jaghmlu dan b’ringrazzjament
lill-Madonna Ta’ Pinu ghal grazzja li qalghu. Barra dan, dawn
l-oggetti, barra li huma xhieda tal-imhabba lejn il-Vergni Marija
huma wkoll ta’ xhieda ghalina li narawhom biex f’hajjitna qatt
ma ninsew nghidu minn galbna il-kelma “GRAZZI”.

Ghaliex ta’ spiss insibuha diffi¢li biex innisslu din il-kelma
zghira izda kbira fit-tifsira taghha, ghaliex xi drabi ninsew
nghidu “Grazzi”? Fl-opinjoni tieghi, dan isehh ghaliex ninsabu
ghaljenati b’hafna affarijiet u lanqas biss ghandna ¢ans
napprezzaw dak li ir¢ivejna. Anzi xi drabi nippretendu li kollox
huwa dovut lilna, ghandi dritt ghal kollox! U jekk ma’
napprezzax ir-rigal kif nista’ qatt nasal biex nghid grazzi?

F’din il-harga qed nirriflettu ftit dwar il-prezenza tal-Vergni
Marija u z-zmien tal-Ghid. Il-Festa tal-Ghid il-Kbir hija l-isbah
u l-aqwa festa fil-hajja ta’ kull nisrani. U ghaliex? Ghaliex f”dan
iz-zmien tal-Ghid in-nisrani mhux biss ji¢¢elebra il-Qawmien
mill-mewt ta’ Kristu, izda jic¢elebra il-hajja eterna li huwa
ir¢ieva frott il-qawmien mill-mewt ta’ Kristu. IVA, Zmien
1I-Ghid huwa iz-zmien li fih in-nisrani jidhol dahla fih innifsu u
jirrifletti fuq ir-rigali li Kristu Rxoxt mar jaghtih b’mod gratuitu!
11-Paci, is-sliem, il-mahfra, il-Knisja, 1-Ewkaristija, id-doni
tal-Ispirtu s-Santu, il-fidwa u I-hajja eterna huma kollha rigali li
kiseb ghalina is-Salvatur taghna Gesu® Kristu.

Ghaziz/a qarrej imtela bil-ferh ghal dawn il-grazzji kbar li
réivejt mhux b’xi meritu tieghek, izda b’meritu ta’ Kristu li fugek
xehet harstu u habbek! Iva dawn ir-rigali ma humiex ta’ darba,
izda jinsabu hemm ghalik ghal hajtek kollha. Ixhet harstek fuq
il-Vergni Marija, arha tiftah idejha u b harsitha lejn Alla, b’idejha
miftuha, tiftah fommha u kollha ferh bil-qawwa tal-Ispirtu
s-Santu tghajjat: “Ruhii tfahhar il-kobor tal-Mulej, u l-ispirtu
tieghi jifrah f’Alla s-Salvatur tieghi ghax hu xehet harstu fug
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ic-cokon tal-qaddejja tieghu...” Marija tirringrazzja lil Alla ghaliex ghamel hwejjeg
kbar maghha u mal-poplu kollu ta’ Izrael, tant li I-hniena tinfirex f’kull zmien ma’
kulhadd (Lq 1, 46-55).

I1-Vergni Marija tasal biex tinsegg dan l-innu ta’ ringrazzjamjent, li llum wkoll
sar I-Innu ta’ ringrazzjament tal-Knisja. Dan taghmlu ghaliex hija I-mara 1-gdida,
hija I-mara li taf tapprezza sa l-icken rigal. Marija taf li kulma ghandha huwa rigal
ta’ Alla, u ghalhekk hija taghmel minn hajjitha innu haj u kontinwu ta’ ringrazzjament. ¢

“O Mara tal-Ghid il-Kbir, inti taf xi tfisser nghixu ta’ bnedmin godda, bnedmin
irruxtati fi Kristu, qajjimna minn nghas taghna. Ifthilna ghajnejna biex nintebhu li
I-hajja u dak kollu li ghandna huwa rigal ta’ Alla. Ibga’ qrib taghna biex fil-bidu u
{-tmiem ta’ kull gurnata tkun inti 1i tfakkarna (id-doni ta’ Alla u mieghek ahna naghrfu
nixthu harsitna fuqu u nghidulu: “GRAZZI O ALLA, grazzi tal-hajja, grazzi fuq
kollox ghaliex inti s-Salvatur taghna, grazzi tal-Ispirtu tieghek li inti poggeit fina, §
grazzi tal-hniena li inti tuza maghna, grazzi fuq kollox ghaliex ahna eredi mieghek
tal-hajja Eterna!”. ¢

! !

M.1. Rupnik,
L-Inzul tal-Ispirtu s-Santu fuq il-Vergni Marija,
Sagristija tal-Katedral ta’ Santa Marija, Madrid - Spanja.

Zmien il-Ghid jghalaq bi¢-¢elebrazzjoni tal-Inzul tal-Ispirtu
s-Santu fuq il-Knisja. L-Ispirtu ta’ Alla huwa nifs li jaghti
1-hajja, hekk 11 Adam, maghgun mit-trab ta’ l-art jirCievi
1-hajja hekk kif il-hallieq jonfoh fih nifs il-hajja. L-istess
jigri fil-vizjoni li kellu il-profeta Ezekjel, meta 1-ghadam
niexef li jinsab mirdum fil-wied ta’ Gosafat, ghan-nifs divin
jerga’ jiehu l-hajja. Dan kollu jsib il-qofol tieghu fi Kristu
Rxoxt. Wara 1 gawmien mill mewt, Gesu® jidher
lid-dixxipli tieghu, jonfoh fughom I-Ispirtu s-Santu u
jghidilhom: “Hudu I-Ispirtu” (Gw 20,22). Dan id-don
tal-hajja mbaghad jinghatha lill-Knisja nhar Ghid
1l-Hamsin, meta I-Ispirtu s-Santu jinzel fuq I-Appostli li
jinsabu migbura fi¢-Cenaklu flimkien ma’ Marija u xi nisa
twajba (ara Atti 1,14; 2,1-4). '

F’dan il-muzajk il-Vergni Marija tidher mhux biss bhala I-Omm ta’ Gesu® izda hija wkoll Omm
il-Knisja. Fugha nizel 1-Ispirtu s-Santu, 1-Ispirtu Divin ta’ Alla li jaghti 1-hajja. Kemm il-hajja ta’
Marija u kemm il-hajja tal-Knisja hija mpoggija taht il-qawwa ta’ 1-Ispirtu is-Santu. L-ilsna tan-nar 1i
jidhru niezla fuq il-Vergni Marija qed ifakkruna li -Ispirtu s-Santu huwa don ta’ Alla lill-Knisja.
Marija tinsab b’idejha miftuha u vojta, ghaliex hija dejjem lesta li tilga’ d-doni ta’ Alla u fl-istess hin ‘
qed tirripeti il-kellmiet li qalet f"Nazaret: “Ara jiena I-qaddejja tal-Mulej: ha jsir minni skond kelmtek”
(Lq1, 38). L-idejn ta’ Marija huma wkoll merfugha ’l fuq, f’gest ta’ tithir lil Alla ghal-ghegubijiet
il-kbar 1i huwa ghamel maghha. Marija mhux biss hija Omm tal-Knisja, izda hija wkoll xbicha hajja
tal-Knisja. Kull nisrani jehtieg li jsir jixbah dejjem aktar lil Marija, billi I-ewwel u gabel kollox
joqghod ghad-dell tal-Ispirtu s-Santu biex bl-umilta’ kollha jikber fil-qadi ta’ Alla, u jaghmel minn
hajtu Innu ta’ ringrazzjament ghad-doni kollha li huwa jir¢ievi ta’ kuljum minghandu.
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lI-Vergni Marija
ghajn tal-Hajja

minn Patri Anton Farrugia, ofm

Matul iz-zmien tal-Ghid, 1-Knisja hija u
ticcelebra l-misteru tal-mewt u l-qawmien
tal-Mulej, tfakkar ukoll I-Omm qaddisa tieghu
ferhana bil-qawmien ta’ Binha mill-imwiet jew
imsichba fit-talb mal-Appostli fl-istennija
tal-inzul tal-Ispirtu s-Santu.

[l-Knisja hija u taqdi I-missjoni taghha ta’
omm, fi¢c-¢elebrazzjoni tas-sagramenti tal-bidu
tal-hajja nisranija, sagramenti li huma proprji ta’
zmien il-Ghid, taghraf li 1-Vergni Marija hija
ghaliha ezempju u ghajnuna mill-aqwa fil-qadi
ta’ din il-missjoni.

[I-Missirijiet gaddisa tal-Knisja jghallmu li
l-misteri ta’ Kristu, li 1-Knisja tic¢elebra

fis-sagramenti tad-dhul fil-hajja nisranija,
fil-verita’ kollha sehhew minn gabel fl-Omm
Vergni Marija li kif jghidilna I-Kon¢ilju Vatikan
I1, il-maternita’ taghha giet qabel dik tal-Knisja
u ghalhekk il-Madonna hija xbieha u ezempju
taghha (ara Lumen Gentium, 63).

Fost il-formularji tal-Quddies li nsibu {*gieh
il-Vergni Marija ghal Zzmien il-Ghid, hawnhekk
se naghtu harsa lejn il-Quddiesa li ticcelebra
1ill-Omm qaddisa ta’ Alla bhala ghajn ta’ dawl
u hajja. Dan il-formularju li fih insibu t-testi
tal-liturgija tal-Vgili tal-Ghid, jixraq li jintuza
fis-sibtijiet ta’ zmien il-Ghid meta ghal xi raguni
tajba, tigi celebrata 1-Quddiesa tal-Madonna.

[1-Vergni safja u helwa kif tigi msejha Marija
fil-Kolletta u 1-Prefazju ta’ din il-Quddiesa,
fid-dell tal-Ispirtu s-Santu (ara l-antifona
tat-Tqarbin), nisslet lil Kristu, I-hobz tal-hajja
(ara Gw 6,35) li bih jitmantnu I-Insara.

L-Ispirtu Qaddis t’Alla 1i qaddes il-guf
tal-Vergni Marija biex taghti twelid lill-Iben
t”Alla bhala bniedem fiz-zmien, qaddes ukoll
il-guftal-Knisja-Omm li jidher fis-sinjal tal-fonti
tal-Maghmudija, biex taghti lilna lkoll twelid

(ikompli fpagna 7)




lI-Vergni Marija:
Kewkba
tal-Ghid il-Kbir

minn dun Gerard Buhagiar

Biex nifhmu sewwa it-titlu li ghazilt ghal dan
l-artiklu ¢kejken, jehtieg 1i qabel kollox nirriflettu
ftit fuq titli ohra li bihom il-Knisja tmur issejjah
lill-Vergni Mqaddsa Marija. Sintendi l-ebda titlu
ma jwassal bicx nifhmu tassew il-kobor
tal-Vergni ta’ Nazaret, pero’ kull wiehed
minnhom jurina u jfissrilna dejjem aktar x’inhi
l-missjoni ta’ Marija fil-Knisja.

L-ewwel u l-aqwa titlu li jfisser il-missjoni
tal-Vergni Marija bla dubju ta’ xejn huwa dak li
Marija nnfisha tmur taghzel hija stess, dak ta’:
“Qaddejja tal-Mulej” . Ghaliex jekk l-isem ta’
Marija jfisser “mahbuba minn Alla”, f"Nazaret
meta l-anglu Gabrijel iwassal lil Marija din
l-ahbar ta’ ferh: “Ifrah, mimlija bil-grazzja,
il-Mulej mieghek” (Lql, 28) hija twiegeb li trid
tkun il-qaddejja tieghu. Il-qaddej huwa dak li
jinsab dejjem grib l-imghallem tieghu, biex jisma’
dak li jghidlu u jwettaq ir-rieda tieghu. Din hija
Marija, u ghaliex b’mod liberu u kollu ferh
taghzel 1i hajjitha kollha tkun ta’ qadi 1il Alla,
hija issir -Omm Qaddisa ta’ Alla, it-Theotokos.
Minn hawn johorgu ghalhekk diversi titli ohra
marjani, fosthom Sieiba, Dixxiplu, Gwida,
Ghalliema, Xbieha, Omm tal-Knisja, Sultana
u ohrajn.

It-titlu Kewkba huwa marbut ma’ dak
ghallicma u gwida. I1-Qaddcjja tal-Mulej tant
ghexet il-missjoni taghha ta’ Omm il-Feddej, li
meta tinsab taht is-salb ta’ binha li ged joffti hajtu
ghar-redenzjoni tal-bnedmin kollha, Marija ssir

mill-gdid Omm, Omm id-dixxipli ta’ Kristu,
omm tal-Knisja. Issa fost il-hafha dmirijiet 1i kull
omm ghandha lejn uliedha, bla dubju ta’ xejn
hemm dak i tkun ghalliema, u gwida ghall-hajja
ta’ uliedha. L-istess ifisser it-titlu ta’ Kewkba li
ged naghtu lill-Vergni Marija. Ghax jekk nifthu
-Vangelu ta’ SanMattew u naqraw bir-reqqa
l-kapitlu tnejn, li jiftah biz-zjara tal-Magi, naraw
kif din il-kewkba wasslet 1il dawn I-ghorrief biex
jsibu lil Gesu'. Infatti 1-Evangelista jikteb:
“ilI-kewkba i kienu raw tielgha bdiet miexja
quddiemhom sakemm waslet u wagqfet fuq
il-post fejn kien hemm it-tifel. Kifraw il-kewkba
mtlew b’ferh kbir tassew” (Mt 2, 9-10).
Il-kewkba kienet ghal magi gwida fi trigthom
biex sabu l1l Gesu' It mela 1l galbhom b’terh
veru, ferh li ma hux tad-dinja. Iva din hija
l-missjoni ta’ Marija, dik i tkun ghalina fil-mixja
tal-hajja GWIDA i twassalna biex insibu lil
Gesu', nibqghu mieghu u nsiru dixxipli tieghu
kif saru wkoll il-magi li marru lura lejn darhom
iwasslu din 1-ahbar ta’ ferh.

Kewkba tal-Ghid il-Kbir
Ghall-hamsin jum, ni¢¢elebraw flimkien
fil-Knisja permezz tal-liturgija l-misteru tal-Ghid
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il-Kbir. Jiem li fihom il-Knisja qatt ma tieqaf
tkanta: “II-Mulej Qam Tassew, Alleluja!” Jiem
li fihom il-Knisja ommna tistedinna biex
inzommu fina haj il-ferh tal-Ghid mhux biss tul
il-hamsin jum, izda tul hajjitna kollha. Ghaliex
fiergha hija 1-fidi taghna 1i kieku Kristu ma
gamx mill-mewt u ma fetahx ghalina it-triq
tal-hajja!

ITawn huwa I-post tal-Vergni Marija, iva
ghandna bzonn tal prezenza taghha biex tkun
ghalina 1-Kewkba li kontinwament tmexxina
wara Kristu Rxoxt. Kewkba li tfakkarna biex
wagqt li ged nghixu fuq din l-art, ma ninsewx
nzomm harsitna fuq pajjizna, is-Sema.

Zmien il-Ghid huwa zmien ta’ ferh qaddis,
ghaliex ir-Rebha ta’ Kristu fuq id-dnub u
l-mewt issir ir-rebha tal-Knisja, tan-nisrani. Dak
li 1-Knisja tapplika ghall-Vergni Marija f’dan
iz-zmien taplikah ghalina lkoll. Naghtu xi
ezempji:

e “Sultana tas-Sema ifrah”: huma il-kelmiet
li bihom il-Knisja ssellem lil Marija fil-jiem
tal-Ghid minflok il-kliem ta’ I-Angelus. Hija
stedina ghall-ferh, ghax dak li tnissel fil-guf
tal-Vergni ta’ Nazaret qam tassew kif kien
qal. B’dan il-kliem li 1-Knisja sellem lil
Marija, fl-istess hin 1-Omm tal-Knisja,
tistieden lill-Knisja kollha biex tifrah, mhux
biss bir-rebha ta’ Kristu fuq id-dnub u
I-mewt, izda wkoll tistedinna biex nifirhu
ghaliex Alla gatt ma hu ser iqarraq bil-
bniedem. Alla huwa fidil lejn il-weghdiet
tieghu, huwa jzomm kelmtu u Qam tassew
kifkien qal! Marija hija dik il-kewkba tiddi
li zomm fina hajja it-tama u I-fidu¢ja f*kull
kelmata’ Gesu'. Quddiem id-dnub, it-tbatija,
il-mewt ta’ spiss il-fidi taghna tahbat tic¢ajpar
u tiddaghjef, u ghalhekk din is-Sultana
tas-sema tinsab maghna biex tqawwi fina
1-fidi v t-tama

e “Ifrah, omm id-dawl” B’dan il-kliem tiftah
l-antifona tal-Quddiesa “/I-Vergni Mqaddsa
Marija fil-Qawmien tal-Mulej mill-Imwiet ”.
L-istcdina ghall-ferh 1i l-anglu jaghmel
f’Nazaret ma hix ta’ darba, izda ghall-hajja
kollha ta’ Marija. Din l-istedina issib bla dubju
ta’ xejn il-qofol taghha fil-Qawmien

mill-mewt tal-Mulej. Marija tissejjah f*din
l-antifona, Omm id-dawl u dan ghaliex
“Kristu, ix-xemx tal-gustizzja, rebah
id-dlamijiet tal-qabar, u bid-dija tieghu
dawwal id-dinja kollha, hallelujah.” Kif
naraw minn dan il-kliem il-kawza u ¢-¢entru
li mieghu jdur kollox huwa Kristu. Hekk hija
il-hajja tal-qaddejja ta’ Nazaret, iddur kollha
kemm hi ma dik ta’ Kristu, hajja mdawla
mill-kelma u mill-prezenza hajja tieghu.
Pero’ I-kliem ta’ din l-antifona jilhaq l-1skop
tieghu metan nisrani, tahtil gwida ta’ Ommu
Marija jintebah 1li dan il-kliem huwa ta’
stedina ghalih. In-nisrani jekk irid verament
li jghix fil-ferh tul hajtu kollha, jehtieg li
l-ghazliet u l-istil ta’ hajja li huwa jghix jkunu
mdawla mill-Kelma ta’ Kristu. Kristu biss
huwa d-Dawl tad-Dinja u minn jimxi fuq
il-kelma tieghu ma jimxix fid-dlam. Tghodd
hafna ghalina t-twissija ta’ Gesu® lil
Nikodemu: “Id dawl gie fid dinja, imma
[-bnedmin habbew id-dlam aktar mid-dawl,
ghax l-ghemil taghhom kien hazin. Ghax kull
min jaghmel il-hazen jobghod id-dawl, u ma
jersagx lejn id-dawl, biex ghemilu ma
Jinkixifx. Imma min jaghmel is-sewwa jersaq
lejn id-dawl, biex juri li hemm Alla
f’ghemilu” (Gw 3,19-21). Din hija l-missjoni
ta’ Marija u tal-Knisja, kewkba tiddi bid-dawl
ta’ Alla, li tmexxina lejn id-dawl ta’ Alla, dawl
li nsibuh fil-kliem ta’ Gesu® u fit-taghlim
tal-Knisja Mgaddsa. Dak li tghallem u tghid
il-Knisja ma’ tghidux biex turi l-qawwa jew
Xi tip ta’ poter fuqna, izda tghidulna biex kull
ghemil taghna jkun imnebbah u mmexxi min
Alla. Kemm inkun ferm ahjar kieku qabel
kull haga li naghmel nistqasi lili nnifsi u
nghid: “Imma dan Alla jridni naghmlu? Dak
li ser naghmel ser jkun jixhed li Alla huwa
fl-ghemil tieghi?”’

“Ifrah, mimlija bid-doni tal-Ispirtu
s-Santu” 1l-qaddejja ta’ Alla, hija wkoll
il-qaddejja tal-Knisja, u ghalhekk jekk illum
irrid niltaggha ma’ Marija irrid bilfors
infittixha fil-Knisja. Iz-zmien tal-Ghid
jghalaq billi jurina kif: “Id-dixxipli kienu galb
wahda jitolbu flimkien ma’ Marija, Omm
Gesu’, hallelujah.” L-istess il-kliem ta’ din
l-antifona tal-quddiesa, “L-Imqaddsa Vergni
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Marija fi¢-¢enaklu® huwa mehud
mir-rakkont tal-kapitlu tnejn 1i insibu flI-Atti
tal-Appostli. II-hajja ta’ Kristu Rxoxt tasal
ghandna permezz tal-qawwa tal-Ispirtu
s-Santu 1i jwelidna fi Kristu fis-sagrament
tal-maghmudija. Hawn imut il-bniedem
il-qadim, il-bniedem tad-dnub u d-dlam, u
jitwieled il-bniedem il-gdid. Fejn hemm
il-ghaqda, fejn hemm l-imhabba hemm
jghammar Alla. U hawn il-Vergni Marija hija
mill-gdid gwida u ghalliema mill-aqwa,
ghaliex kif nsibu fil-prefazzju ta’ din
il-quddiesa, hija: “ezempju mill-agwa ta’
xirka fit-talb fil-Knisja ta’ l-ewwel zminijiet,
meta wrejtna lil Omm Gesu’ titlob qalb
wahda flimkien ma’ I-Appostli”. Marija
f’nofs id-dixxipli tal-Mulej, tezercita
l-missjoni taghha ta’ ghalliema spiritwali u
tghin biex dawk kollha li huma ta’ Kristu,
jingabru fit-talb, u jghixu f’ghaqda shiha
fl-imhabba bicx hekk ikunu jistghu jiréicvu
d-doni tal-Ispirtu s-Santu u bhalha 1-hajja
taghhom tkun taht id-dell tal-Gholi. L-istess
prefazju jkompli:

“Hi li kienet tistenna titlob il-migja ta’ Kristu

Madonna Ta’Pinu ’ \a

Talbet bil-herqa kollha ta’qalbha li ssefik
Il-weghda ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu

li kien ghamel il-Mulej;

Hi li fugha I-Ispirtu s-Santu

xehet id-dell tieghu

Meta I-Verb ta’ Alla sar bniedem,
Mill-gdid imtliet b’dan id-don mis-sema
ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu

Mal-bidu tal-poplu gdid tieghek.”

Kewkba tat-Tieni Migja

Il-missjoni ta’ Marija bhala Kewkba, tispi¢ca
meta jasal dak il-jum, 1i fih ilkoll flimkien
immexxija mill-qawwa tal-Ispirtu s-Santu
ningabru f’dar Missierna tas-Sema u kull ilsien
jistqarr i Gesu® hu il-Mulej, lilu tithir u glorja
ghal dejjem.

Jehtieg li niftakru i ¢-¢elebrazzjoni tal-Ghid
il-Kbir li nghixu kull sena, hija ¢elebrazzjoni
ta’ thejjija, ta’ preparazzjoni ghat ticni migja ta’
Kiristu. Dan ikun 1-Ghid definit, ghaliex fuq din
l-art ahna pellegrini, il-mixja taghna ma’ tintemx
hawn wara ftit tas-snin, izda ssib il-qofol taghha
fis-sema, fi hdan it-Trinita’ Qaddisa. Bir-ragun
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mela 1-Vergni Marija tkompli tkun ghalina ta’
Kewkba li bid-dawl taghha d-dawwal it-triq
tan-nisrani lejn is-sema pajjizu.

Il-Kewkba tal-Ghid il-Kbir, 1l-Vergni Marija
turina li t-tama tan-nisrani ma tqarragx bina
ghaliex kif jikteb 1-Appostlu Missierna San
Pawl: “ghax l-imhabba ta’ Alla ssawwbet fi
qlubna permezz ta’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu li kien
moghti lilna” (Rum 5.5). In-nisrani huwa
l-bniedem tal-Ghid il-Kbir u kif jikteb N.
Berdiaev fil-ktieb tieghu /] senso della storia,
Milan 1975, p.75; “Il-Kristjanezmu huwa
l-akbar religjon, ghaliex huwa ir-religjon
tar-Rezurrezzjoni: ma joqghodx ghall-mewt u
li kollox jispi¢ca fix-xejn, izda jfittex
fir-rezurezzjoni £”dak kollu li huwa tassew u li
jibga’ ghal dejjem”.

Imqaddsa Marija, Kewkba tat-tieni migja,
ghandna bzonnok, biex tkompli jurina turina
t-triq, ghaliex minkejja tit-tahbit li niltagghu
mieghu, minkejja I-mard u t-tbatija, minkejja
l-waqghat taghna, jehtieg li fuq kollox inzommu
fina it-tama hajja i dawk li huma ta’ Kristu ghad
inaltnu mieghu.

Mara tal-Ghid il-Kbir, Zomm fina hajja
1-Pa¢i ta’ Kristu Rxoxt, biex taht id-dell
tal-Ispirtu s-Santu b’ferh tassew nghixu dawn
il-ftit jiem fuq din l-art fl-imhabba u mhux
fil-mibgheda, fid-daw] u mhux fid-dlam. zomm
harsitna ’l fuq lejn is-sema pajjizna fejn minn
hemm qed nistennew li jigi ghalina Gesu® Kristu
Ibnek, is-Salvatur ta’ l-umanita’. *

(Ikompli minn pagna 3)

gdid bhala wlied Alla. Hekk ukoll l-istess Spirtu
Qaddis li ssawwab bil-kotra fuq Marija,
migbura flimkien mal-Appostli fic-Cenaklu
nhar Ghid il-hamsin, jikkonferma
fl-imghammdin id-don tal-Ispirtu s-Santu,
bit-tqeghid tal-idejn u d-dilka biz-zejt imqaddes
tal-Grizma.

Minn naha l-ohra, l-gisem u d-demm li
Kristu offra fuq is-salib ghall-hajja tad-dinjau
li 1-Knisja toffri fic-¢elebrazzjoni tal-Ewkarisitja
mqaddsa, huma dawk stess 1i nisslet il-Vergni
Marija ghas-salvazzjoni tad-dinja. I1-Knisja
Omm hija fl-istess waqt Vergni, ghax kif'tkanta
l-liturgija fl-antifona tad-dhul ghal din
il-Quddiesa, fl-ilma mhux mitiefes tnissel il-gnus
li emmnu. Ommna [-Knisja mqaddsa hija u
taghmel dak li ghamlet Omm Kristu (ara t-talba
li tinghad fuq [-Offerti), toffri s-sagrifi¢¢ju
ewkaristiku ghaliex kif jinghad fil-Prefazju,
fis-sagramenti tal-Knisja jsehliu [-misteri [i
fil-Vergni Omm Alla sehihew fil-verita .

L-antifona tat-Tqarbin isejjah lil Marija
ghamara tas sagramenti tas sema. Dan ghaliex
fil-guf taghha ta’ Vergni gabet lil Kristu
s-sagrament tal-Missier 1i fih kien hemm
mohbija t-tezori kollha tas-salvazzjoni. ¢




Lectio ,
Divina

“Thobbni int
aktar minn
dawn?”

minn Dun Anton Teuma

1.

Statio:
Qabel ma tibda’ titlob, mur fil-post, fejn bi
hsiebek titlob u ogghod bil-qieghda ghal 3 -
5 minuti, biex il-gisem jonqos fir-ritmu
tieghu. Ahseb dwar x ser taghmel. Hejji
ruhek biex tiltaga’ ma’ Alla.

Inzel gharkubbtejk, rodd is-salib u prova
idhol fil-prezenza ta’Alla. Hu diga” gieghed
hemm! Kemm tinduna li qgieghed hemm!

Itlob bil-mod it-talba tal-missierna. Tinsiex
titlob mahifra ta’ htijietek. Itlob lil Madonna,
il-Mara tal-Kelma, biex tidhol ghalik
quddiem binha u biex bhalha tiftah qalbek
berah ghal dak li jrid jghidlek il-Mulej.

2. Lectio:

Qum bil-wieqfa u aqra bil-mod s-silta
tal-Iskrittura: Gw 21,1-19. Tkun ahjar jekk
tagraha darbtejn.

Tifsir tas-silta:

o “Wara dan” (Gw 21,1): “Int ghalissa ma
tafx x qieghed naghmel jien, tifhmu aktar ’il
quddiem.” (Gw 13,7). Kien f’dan I-episodju
li Pietru issa jithem x’jigifieri mhabba b’xejn.

o “Dehrilhom hekk: Xmun Pietru, Tumas [i

jghidulu t-Tewmi, Natanjel minn Kana
tal-Galilija, ulied Zebedew u tnejn okira
mid-dixxipli tieghu flimkien.” (Gw 21,2):
Xmun Pietru, dak li tradih (Gw 18,15-27);
Tumas dak li xtaq imut mieghu (Gw 11,16)
u li ghamel il-mixja tal-fidi (Gw 20,24-29);
Natanjel li ma hemm ebda gerq fih (Gw
1,47); Gakbu u Gwanni li xtaqu jegirdu
bin-nar lir-rahal sammaritan (Lq 9,54). U
tnejn ohra anonimi. Kull wiehed,
bl-esperjenza u bil-karattru tieghu, jista’
jaghmel esperjenza tal-Imgajjem. Din
l-esperjenza m’ghadhiex marbuta mat-tnax
il-tribu’ tal-Lhud, izda miftuha ghall-popli
kollha, irraprezentati minn numru 7.
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e “Xmun qalilhom: Sejjer nistad. Qalulu: Ha

nigu mieghek ahna wkoll. Marru, rikbu
d-dghajsa, u dak il-lejl ma gabdu xejn.” (Gw
21,3): “Ejjew warajja u naghmilkom sajjieda
tal-bnedmin. U minnufih telqu x-xbiek, u
marry warajh.” (Mk 1,17-18) Huwa verb
specifikament pastorali. Pietru jiddeciedi
ghalih u l-ohrajn jaghmlu bhalu. Pietru
jwettaq dak li jixtieq Gesu' u l-ohrajn,
animanti minnu, jaghmlu I-istess. Bil-lejl
Gesu' mhux hemm, id-dinja minghajr dawl:
“Sakemm ghadu binhar, jehtigilna naghmlu
xoghol ta’ dak li baghatni, ghax jasal il-lejl
meta hadd ma jkun jista'jahdem.” (Gw 9,4).
Tahdem bil-lejl ifisser tahdem minghajr
ghall-Mulej, imma minghajr il-Mulej! “Min
Jibqa fija ujiena fih, dan jaghmel hafna frott;
ghax minghajri ma tistghu taghmlu xejn.”
(Gw 15,5).

“Filghodu, mas-sebh, Gesu" kien gieghed
ix-xatt, imma d-dixxipli ma kinux jafu li kien
Gesu". Gesu® galilhom: ghandkom x tieklu
hbieb? Le, wegbuh. Qalilhom: Waddbu
x-xibka n-naha tal-lemin tad-dghajsa u
ssibu.” (Gw 21,4-6): Gesu' hu s-sebh,
id-dawl. Fid-dawl jista’ jsir l-ghemil
tal-Missier (Gw 9,4). Trid ikun Gesu' li juri
lid-dixxipli fejn ser jitfghu x-xbiek, fejn ser
jahdmu pastoralment. M’ghandhomx
x’jieklu ghax mhux qed jaghmlu dak li jrid
il-Missier: “L-ikel tieghi hu li naghmel
ir-rieda ta’min baghtni” (Gw 4,34). Il-frott
huwa possibli biss jekk I-appostli jafdaw
fil-Kelma ta’ Gesu' (cfr Lq 5,11).

“Id-dixxiplu i kien ifiobb Gesu’ qal lil Pietru:
1l-Mulej dan! Ghalhekk Xmun Pietru, kif
sama’ li kien il-Mulej, xehet fuqu [-libsa ta’
fuqg, ghax kien ghoddu gheri, u ntafa
I-bahar.” (Gw 21,7): Wiehed mis-sinjali
tal-prezenza ta’ Kristu Rxoxt huwa I-frott
tal-hidma pastorali. Gwanni li ghandu
relazzjoni ta’ intimita’ mal-Mulej, ikun
l-ewwel li jaghrfu. “Rabat il-libsa ta’ fug
bil-hziem, ghax kien ghoddu gharwien”:
l-istess espressjoni uzata fi Gw 13,4: “Ha
fardal, u vabtu ma qaddu” — Gesu' jsir
qaddej sal-mewt. Pietru hu “ghoddu gheri”
ghax kien ghadu ma hax fuqu dan

l-atteggjament ta’ Gesu'. Il-libsa ta’ fuq hija
I-libsa li qasmu s-suldati f’erba — l-wirt
tal-imsallab, 1-Ispirtu tieghu. Pietru kien
ghaduma’ aécettax il-mewt ta’ Gesu® bhala
l-oghla wirja tal-Imhabba tieghu, u ghalhekk
kien ghadu ma jqishiex bhala sejha ghalih
ukoll biex isir f’kollox bhal Gesu'. Fl-ahhar,
issa jithem! Biex juri li issa lest li jaghti hajtu
sal-mewt, jintefa’ fl-ilma.

“Qalilhom Gesu': Ejjew, kulu. Imma hadd
mid-dixxipli ma ssogra jistagsih, Int min int?
ghax kienu jafu li kien il-Mulej. Gesuresaq,
gabad il-hobz u newwilhulhom, u hekk ukoll
ghamel bil-hut.” (Gw 21,12-13): Meta
jeraqu lejn l-art, id-dixxipli jaraw l-cwwel
l-ikel, mhux lil Gesu'. Gesu' huwa
Ewkaristija. L-ikel preparat minn Gesu'
huwa rigal moghti b’xejn, waqt 1i I-frott
tal-hidma pastorali jiddependi wkoll
mill-kollaborazzjoni tad-dixxipli. 153 huwa
50X3. In-numru 50 jindika I-komunita’ ta’
persuni adulti. In-numru 3 jindika [-prezenza
tad-divinita'. Minkejja n-numru ta’ hut kbir,
ix-xibka “ma tqatteghtx” - “ma
nqatighuhiex” (Gw 19,24). 153 huwa wkoll

(ikompli fpagna 13)
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Restawr fuq pitturi ta’ Emvin Cremona
fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu

mir-restawratur Godwin Cutajar

o .g@

Storja u Teknika:

lI-pittura “Kristu Rxoxt jidher lil Marija”
(301.6cm X 96cm, rit. 1) ta’ Emvin
Cremona hi maghmula fuq it-tila
b’zebgha probabbli taz-zejt. It-tila hi
fina hafna u ghandha strat preparatorju
(undercoat) irgieq abjad biex tkun tista’
zzomm iz-zebgha ahjar fugha, kollox
t’ghamla ndustrijali. Il-pittura hi
mahduma b’velaturi opaki u kultant xi
zebgha ftit ehxen; f’hafna partijiet
I-istrati tal-preparazzjoni u z-zebgha
huma tant irqaq li n-nisga tat-tila
ghadha tidher fuq il-pittura. 1z-zona
tas-sema hi mpittra bil-porporina lewn
id-deheb. ll-pittura hi ffimata u
bis-sena li fiha saret “CREMONA 1955”
(rit. 2).

F’xi rqajja zghar ta’ zebgha nieqsa
fuq il-vazun naraw zebgha kannella

rgieqa hafna u dan juri li Cremona seta’
ghamel xi strati preparatorji ta’ zebgha
wagqt ix-xoghol. (rit. 3)

Din il-pittura, bhal dawk ta’ gabilha
ghandha burdura ta’ tila b’wisgha li
jvarja minn 3.5 sa 5.5 ¢entimetri mhix
impittra maghha kollha biex tkun tista’
tingibed fuq tilar, u ghalkemm il-pittura
waslet sallum imrambla fuq in-naha
I-qasira, din il-burdura fiha toqob
zghar li juru li setghet ga kienet
migbuda xi darba fl-imghoddi.

Fuq iz-zebgha ta’ din il-pittura
man-naha tal-lemin (Marija u I-bukkett
tal-ward), hemm bosta rqajja’ ta’
zebgha mwahhlin li ma jidhrux li huma
ta’ din il-pittura. Jista’ jkun li huma
mill-pittura “Depozizzjoni ta’ Kristu”,
ghax il-lewn (abjad mil-lizar, isfar
hadrani mil-laham ta’ Kristu mejjet,
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R-RESTAWR TA’ DAWN L-OPRI TA’

ikhal ¢ar li jista’ jkun mill-ewwel skema
ta’ kulur tal-velu tal-Madonna, ahmar
mill-imnatar ta’ I-irgiel) u I-qaghda
taghhom (I-abjad mil-lemin isfel ghall-
ahmar max-xellug fuq, b’xehta
dijagonali) hekk juru; il-pittura
“Depozizzjoni ta’ Kristu” hi ta’ l-istess
grupp u wkoll kien fiha bosta rqajja’
ta’ zebgha neqsin. Li gara jista’ jkun li
dawn iz-zewg pitturi xi darba
fl-imghoddi gew imgeghdin ma’ xulxin
zebgha ma’ zebgha, ixxarbu, u bosta
rqajja’ ta’ zebgha minn mal-pittura
“Depozizzjoni ta’ Kristu” nqalghu
(x’uhud minn ma’ l-istrat preparatorju,
ohrajn minn mat-tila bl-istrat
preparatorju b’kollox) u wehlu fuq
iz-zebgha tal-pittura “Kristu Rxoxt
jidher lil Marija” (rit. 4).

Fl-irqajja fejn il-porporina hi nieqsa
jidher lewn trasparenti hadrani, jista’
jkun xi komponent tal-porporina li
ghadda ghall-istrat preparatorju u baga’
mwahhal mieghu (rit. 5).

3
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ll-pittura ma jidhirx li kellha
interventi ta’ konservazzjoni u restawr
qabel dan prezenti.

Stat ta’ Konservazzjoni:

ll-pittura hi fi stat hazin hafna ta’
konservazzjoni (rit. 6). It-tila tilfet
mill-elasticita’ taghha, fiha
deformazzjonijiet strutturali, ma tiflahx
iggorr l-istati pittorici u mhux hafif li
tingibed fuq tilar. Bosta zebgha u
porporina, kif ukoll hafna mill-istrat
preparatorju waqghu u ntilfu (/lacunae).

1z-zebgha ta’ I-gholjiet li jidhru
mill-hnejja f'nofs il-pittura fihom gsim
ta’ I-inxif (rit. 7).

ll-bosta rqajja’ ta’ zebgha “barranija”
li wehlu ma’ din il-pittura itelfu hafna
mid-dehra taghha. Minhabba li kienet
imrambla tul in-naha I-qasira u jista’ xi
darba gie mpoggi fugha xi piz tqil,
il-tila u z-zebgha ghandhom xi ksur tul
I-assi li kienu mrambla fuqu.

-ARTI TA’ EMVIN CREMONA




In-naha ta’ wara fiha trab u xi tiben
imwahhal.

Konservazzjoni u Restawr:
It-trab u t-tiben in-naha ta’ wara gew
imfarfra b’pinzell.

Kien mehtieg [-ewwel li I-pittura tigi
msahha strutturalment b’intervent generali
biex tinghata elasticita” gdida u biex I-istrati
marbutin tajjeb mas-support. Il-pittura
ghalhekk twahhlet fuq xkora pattina
b’sistema u kolla tradizzjonali u kemm jista’
jkun tbaxxew ukoll id-deformazzjonijiet
strutturali Il kellha. Imbaghad glet migbuda
fuq tilar ta’ I-injam li ghandu gonot
espandibli bil-kavilji.

In-naha I-impittra giet imnaddfa
b’sistema mekkanika u kimika (rit. 8a u 8b).
L-irgajja taz-zebgha li kienu tharrku minn
posthom u wehlu mal-pittura gew
imnehhija u billi -ghamla taghhom hi fina
hafna ma kienx hafif li jigu konservati.
Inghatat varni¢ hafif.

Madonna Ta’Pinu ¢
Kien imiss it-trattament tal-lacunae halli
I-pittura tidher iktar maghquda. Ghal dan

kellhom jinstabu rimed;ji differenti skond
il-kuntest:

e Hafna lacunae setghu jigu mimlija ghax
il-kuntest taghhom kien juri kif kienu u
dan il-mili sar b’zebgha tal-varnic¢
b’konsistenza ta’ velaturi opaki. Xi
partijiet fejn I-istrat preparatorju wkoll
kien nieges gew [-ewwel mimlija bi
stokk ghax kienu fondi.

¢ lI-firma u d-data fihom xi ftit zebgha
nieqsa. Biex dan id-dokument jibga’
kemm jista’ jkun kif hallih I-artist ma
kienx sewwa u “nadif” li jigu mizjuda
[-partijiet zghar negsin u ghalhekk biex
jigu ntegrati ahjar gew mimlija b’velaturi
trasparenti ta’ zebgha tal-varnic ftit iktar
¢ari mill-kuntest (a sotto tono).

e Jacunae li huma zghar hafha u wisq grib
xulxin thallew hekk kif inhuma, bix-xkora
originali tidher, ghax teknikament mhux
hafif li jimtlew b’'mod “nadif” u kollox ma’
kollox jidhlu mhux hazin fil-kuntest kollu.

e ll-lacunae fl-isfond tal-porporina gew
mimlija b’tahlita ta’ zebgha tal-varni¢
b’konsistenza ta’ velaturi trasparenti ftit
izjed cara mill-kuntest (a sotto tono).

Dan ix-xoghol ta’ konservazzjoni u
restawr sar bejn Mejju u Novembru 2008.
Tul il-perimetru I-pittura twahhlitilha lista
wiesgha 1.3cm ta’ l-injam bil-varni¢ biex
tghatti t-tila mitwija u l-imsiemer.

Konservazzjoni Preventiva:

[I-pittura konservata u restawrata (rit. 9)
ddendlet fis-sagristija u muzew tas-Santwarju
Ta’ Pinu. ll-pittura m’ghandhiex tixxarrab, u
ghandha tkun osservata kull sitt xhur fuq
quddiem kif ukoll fug wara halli jsir intervent
ta’ konservazzjoni u restawr minnufih jekk
maz-zmien tkun ged issirilha xi hsara. *
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(Ikompli minn pagna 9)

is-somma tan-numri minn 1 sa 17. In-numru
17 huwa mag]mul minn numru 10 u n-numru
7. Il-komunita' nisranija hija 1-milja
tal-weghdiet tal-poplu Lhudi (10
kmandamenti) permezz tad-doni tal-Ispirtu
s-Santu (7 doni). In-numru 17 huwa wkoll
is-sommata’ 12 (12-il qoffali kien fadal wara
t-tkattir tal-hobz) u 5 (5 hobziet). Gesu', issa
huwa ¢-¢entruta’ din il-komunita®, li minnha
tista’ tohrog il-qawwa tal-imhabba u 1-hajja
tieghu. Hekk id-dixxipli jistghu jaghtu
lilhom infushom bhalu.

Kienu fil-kuntest, fl-ambjent ta’ 1-Ewkaristija
“Gesu" resaq, qabad il-hobz u

newwilhulhom, u hekk wkoll ghamel bil-hut”

(13). Mela ghandna I-istess imhabba li kienet
tinhass “fil-kamra ta’ fug”, fic-¢enaklu
fil-lejl ta’ l-ahhar Cena: “Huma u jieklu,

Gesu’ hia I-hobz f’idejh, qal il-barka, gasmu,

newwlu lid-dixxipli v qal: Hudu, kulu, dan

hu Gismi.” (Mt 26,26-28). “... billi kien jaf
Gesu ' li waslet is-siegha tieghu biex jghaddi
minn din id-dinja ghal ghand il-Missier, hu,

li kien habb il tieghu li kienu fid-dinja,

habbhom ghall-ahhar... Gesu" kien jaf li
[-Missier tah kollox f’idejh, u [i hu kien gie
minghand Alla u kien sejjer ghand Alla, gam

minn fuq il-mejda, nehhia [-mantar minn fuqu,

ha fardal u rabtu ma’qaddu. Imbaghad ferra

l-ilma fil-lenbija, u beda jahsel saqajn id-
dixxipli u jixxuttahomlhom bil-fardal li kellu

ma qaddu...” (Gw 13,1-5).

“Xmun bin Gwanni, thobbni int aktar minn
dawn?” (Gw 21,15): nippruvaw nifhmu kif
kien gieghed ihossu Pietru f’dik 1-ikla f*xatt
il-bahar ta’ Tiberija. Gesu' ma jsejjahlux
bil-lagam li kien tah (Pietru - Gebla), izda
jsejjahlu b’ismu veru: Xmun bin Gwanni.
Isejjahlu bl-isem li bih sar jafu xi snin gabel.
Gesu' jsejjah il-persuna ta’ Xmun, il-qalb ta’
Xmun, il-qalb fis-semplicita’ taghha, libera
minn kull haga ohra.

Fil-Grieg hemm zewg verbi ghall-verb
taghna “habb’’. Dawn huma “fileo” u
“Agapao”. ll-verb “fileo” ifisser “tkun habib
ta’xi hadd” (minn “filia”). Filwaqtlil-verb
“Agapao” ifisser “thobb billi tkun lest li taghti

hajtek’. Fl-ewwel mistoqgsija jghidlu:
“Xmun bin Gona, thobbni int (agapas me)
aktar minn dawn?” (Gw 21,15). Pietru,
b’umilta kbira fuqu, jirrispondi: “Mulej, int
taf li nhobbok (filo se)!”. Fi kliem iehor,
Pietru jghid lil Gesu': “Mulej, int taf li nixtieq
inkun habib tieghek!” . Pietru issa jaf li mhux
kapaci jhobb billi jaghti hajtu ghal Gesu'. Xi
jiem qabel, Pietru kien stqarr: “Ghalik jien
naghti hajti!” (Gw 13,37). Minn din
ir-risposta ta’ Pietru jidher li l-esperjenza
tad-dnub u tal-falliment personali kienet
necessarja biex jaghrafil-verita' fuqu nnifsu,
jaghraf il-faqar ta’ qalbu. Jinduna
bid-differenza li hemm bejn il-paroli u 1-fatti
fl-imhabba tieghu lejn Gesu'. Fit-tieni
domanda ghandna ripetizzjoni ta’ 1-ewwel
wahda. Gesu' jistaqsi lil Pietru: “Agapas
me”’, u Pietru jirrispondi “Filo se”.

Fl-ahhar domanda Gesu' ma jistagsix lil
Pietru jekk hux lest li jaghti hajtu ghalih, izda
jistagsih jekk iridx ikun habib tieghu. Gesu'
issa juza l-istess verb li juza Pietru: “Xmun
bin Gwanni, thobbni (fileis me)?”. U Xmun
iwiegeb bl-istess verb “Filo se”, “inti taf
kollox, inti tafli jiena nhobbok!” (17). Gesu'
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jbaxxi t-tir ta’ l-imhabba li jitlob minghand
Pietru. “Anke jekk l-imhabba tieghek tasal
biss sal-hbiberija! Ma jimpurtax, jien xorta
naghti hajti ghalik!”

“Irgha n-naghag tieghi!” (Gw
21,15.16.17.): Gesu' jafda lil Pietru. Pietru
jinduna li l-mixja tieghu wara Gesu’, is-sejha
ta’ tliet snin qabel kienet att ta’ mhabba
gratuwita ta’ Gesu® lejh. Pietru jifhem li
l-imhabba li Gesu' ghandu ghalih tmur
lilhinn mill-imgieba tieghu. Gesu' jistieden
lil Pietru ghall-imhabba 1i lesta li tmut
ghall-iehor. Din l-imhabba hija konkreta -
jesprimiha fl-imhabba lejn l-ohrajn. Hija
mhabba minghajr limiti, mill-hrief - l-aktar Ii
ghandhom bzonn - il-batuti sal-adulti.
L-imhabba ta’ Gesu' ghal Pietru hi hekk kbira
li tghin lil Pietru jaghmel pac¢i mieghu nnifsu,
mad-debolezza tieghu. Pietru jaghmel paci
mal-komunita® tieghu u mal-missjoni tieghu.
L imhabba Ibira li biha hassu mahbub ghenet
lil Pietru jistagsi lilu nnifsu dwar il-kapacita’
tieghu li jhobb. L-umanita” ta’ Pietru li kienet
mfarrka wara l-esperjenza ta¢-cahda, terga’
tinbena quddiem il-fidu¢ja u l-imhabba li
jurih Gesu'.

Meditatio
Id-dixxiplu jista’ jhobb lil hutu biss, jekk
jaghraf l-imhabba kbira li ghandu lejh
l-imghallem tieghu.

_ Madonna Ta'Pinu ¢

In-nisrani leader, gatt ma jordna jew jobbliga,
izda jagixxi skond il-konvinzjonijiet tieghu
u b’hekk ihajjar lill-ohrajn u jaghtihom
ezempju.

Spiss nimpenjaw irwiehna u nahdmu
ghall-gid, imma ma’ tantx naraw frott. Aktarx
1i nkunu hsibna ghal kollox barra li nfittxu li
nwettqu dak li jixtieq Gesu' minna.

Naghmlu hafna frott jekk 1-ghemil taghna
jkun frott l-ubbidjenza ghall-Kelmata’ Gesu'.

Gesu' jistedinna biex nieklu mieghu fl-ikla
Ewkaristika. I1-hidma fil-knisja trid tkun att
ta’ ubbidjenza lejn il-Kelma ta’ Gesu' u
mmotivata bil-qgawwa tal-imhabba ta’ Gesu’'
[I-Bwkaristija.

Gesu' ifakkar lil Pietru u lilna li hu ihobbna
b’xejn. Fi kliem iehor jilgaghna bil-htijiet
taghna, meta ahna sin¢ieri mieghu u maghna
nfusna.

Hija l-imhabba tieghu ghalina, u l-imhabba
taghna lejh li timmotivana biex inhobbu
lill-hutna.

Oratio

Fit-talb ipprova stagsi lil Gesu' x’jixtieq
minnek f’dan il-mument partikolari ta’
hajtek. Jekk l-azzjoni tieghek titlaq
mill-Kelma tieghu, zgur li thalli 1-frott.
Fit-talb isma’ lil Gesu' jaghmillek 1-istess
mistogsija li ghamel lil Pietru: Thobbni int
aktar minn dawn? X risposta ser taghtih?

Contemplatio
Isma’ lil Gesu' jistiednek ghandu ghall-ikel:
Ejjew kulu xi haga.

Gesu' jixtieq I-imhabba tieghek, hekk kif
xtaq dik ta’ Pietru.

Aghraf fis-skiet ta’ qalbek l-imhabba u
l-a¢éettazzjoni ta’ Gesu' lejk.

Actio
Ipprova agixxi bl-imhabba li ghadek kemm
ir¢evejt minghand il-Mulej Gesu® Rxuxtat.
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e Ir-rapport bejn il-Madonna u
I-Ghid tal-Mulej

Marija hi marbuta mal-grajja tat-“tielet jum™.

Fil-grajja tal-Irxoxt lil Marija nistghu nsejhulha,

1-Omm tal-Ghid Imqgaddes, minhabba 1i hi

marbuta mal-misteru tal-Ghid ta’ Kristu u

tal-Knisja.

Hafna jaghmlu l-mistoqsija (fi kliem
1-Ar¢isqof Mons. Tonino Bello ta’ Molfetta
fl-Italja) kif il-Vangelu filwaqt li jitkellem dwar
id-dehriet ta’ Kristu Rxoxt lil bosta nies, jiskot
meta jigi biex jitkellem minn dehra ta’ Kristu

Mlarjas
HEMlara tat-""Tlelet Jum”

mill-Aré. Carmelo Refalo

Rxoxtlil ommu Marija. Il-Vangeli kanoni¢i ma
jitkellmux dwar id-dehra ta’ Gesu® lil ommu,
madankollu jitkellmu I-kotba apokrifa ta’
Gamljali u ta’ Bartilmew biex jixthu dawl ta’
rwol superjuri minn dak ta’ Pietru u ta’ Marija
ta’ Magdala.

“Kif Marija hi l-unika wahda prezenti
fil-grajja unika tal-Inkarnazzjoni biex il-Verb
unigenitu jidhol fid-dinja hekk issa fil-hrug ta’
Gesu" mill-guf verginali tal-Blat tal-art
(mill-qabar li fih hadd ma kien ghandu ma
tqieghed qabel) kellha tkun il-mara Ii fugha
xehet harstu [-Irxoxt, il-bniedem maghmul Alla,
ix-xhud tieghu fil-qawmien. L-ohrajn huma
xhud tal-Irxoxt. Marija hi xhud tal-qawmien.”

o “Il-mixja ta’ 50 jum”

San Gwann Grizostmu (¢. 347-407) li kien
patrijarka ta’ Kostantinopli bejn is-sena 386-397,
imfahhar fil-predikazzjoni tieghu bhal “fomm
tad-deheb”, jghid: “Ejjew u araw il-qabar vojt!
Ejjew araw il-post fejn kien tqieghed. Hawnhekk
issibu is-sinjal tal-gawmien taghkom mill-imwiet
... ejjew araw il-post fejn inzerghet iz-zerriegha
tal-immortalita” ...”"




Eizekju ta’ Gerusalemm (451 A.D))
raheb ta’ stima u predikatur f’Gerusalemm
ixebbah l-ewwel guf'ta’ Marija mal-guf tal-art.
“Mohbi fl-ewwel guf tal-hajja huwa qaddes
il-hajja umana bi twelidu: mohbi fil-guf tal-art
hu ta I-hajja lill-mejtin permezz tal-qawmien.”*

San Ambrog, 1-Isqof'ta’ Milan ixebbah lil
“Marija li thaffef biex tmur ghand Elizabetta
ghax il-grajja tal-Ispirtu s-Santu ma tafx
btelga.”” Wagqt li jaghmel il-kummentarju
ghall-Vangelu ta’ San Luqa jghid li z-Zewg nisa
jimtlew bl-Ispirtu s-Santu u jinghataw id-don
tal-profezija.

Fikliem Origene il-kelmiet ta’ Marija “kull
nisel isejjakli hienja” fil-kant tal-Exultet li
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jinstema fil-lejl qaddis tal-Ghid, dan il-kliem
jilhaq il-milja tieghu. “Ifrah mimlija
bil-grazzja.” Ghalfejn l-anglu selmilha b’tislima
gdida? Ghal Origene din it-tislima mhix qed
tasal lill-bniedem kwalunkwe — din hi tislima
specjali ghax Marija biss kellha riservata ghaliha
din it-tislima — ghax hi I-mara tal-Ghid il-hamsin,
il-mara tal-Pentekoste.?

Mhux darba jew tnejn il-Missirijiet tal-Knisja
attribwew kelmiet li 1-Iskrittura taghti lill-Knisja
bhala kelmiet jew espressjonijiet li joqghodu
ghal Marija.

San Ambrog, 1-Isqof'ta’ Milan, fil-ktieb “De
Institutio Virginis™ jiddeskrivi s-sbuhija
tal-kehniet moghtija lill-Knisja bhala kelmiet li
gew profetizzati ghal Marija.*

Onorio minn Atun fil-ktieb “Sigillum
Beatae Mariae” juri kif il-Vergni Mbierka hi
x-xbieha tal-Knisja.

Bhalma Marija ssir omm u tibqa’ Vergni
bl-opra tal-Ispirtu s-Santu, hekk il-Knisja kuljum
twelled ulied godda lil Alla fis-Sagrament
tal-Maghmudija. Marija ggenerat il-hajja fil-guf
matern taghha. Il-Knisja tiggenera l-hajja
permezz tas-Sagramenti. ¢

Riferenzi

1 San Gwann Grizostmu, Omelija tas-Sibt Imqaddes, PG
88, 1859-1866.

* Ezexiu 14’ GerusaLEmM, Omelija tal-Ghid, SC 187, 66-
69.

3 Cf. Owrigeng, PG 13, 1815-1816.

4 Cf. SAN AMBROG, De Institutio Virginis, Kap. 4 n. 89.

a’ kif kien il-qabar ta’ Kristu
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Fl-Arti tal-Knisja oc¢¢identali, il-misteru ta’
Marija mtellgha s-sema bir-ruh u 1-gisem, huwa
dejjem imdawwar bl-angli jimbuttaw ’il fuq lejn
is-sema, jekk mhux sahansitra b’korijiet u qtajja
shah minnhom, ighannu, idoqqu u jfahhru ’1
Alla fid-dhul tar-Regina taghhom fl-ghamara li
thejjiet ghaliha sa minn qabel il-holgien
tad-dinja. F’dan [-ispazju tas-Santwarju,

i i

il-prezenza ta’ l-angli mihiex niegsa. Fil-fatt
minbarra fl-angli li jaghmlu parti mill-istatwa ta’
Santa Marija, seba’ bustijiet t’angli idawwru
l-ewwel ark kbir tal-bieb, is-seba’ spirti t’ Alla,
is-seba’ angli li qieghdin quddiemu (ara Apk 3,
1; 8, 2). Fughom, hames twieqi zghar,
Jirrapprezentaw lit-tlett arkangli, serafin u anglu
iehor mil-liturgija tas-sema. Sitt angli ohra
maghmula fil-muzajk jaghmlu parti
mill-invokazzjonijiet litanici li ged idawwru
I-‘abside’. U fl-ahharnett, zewgt angli ohra fuq
il-kolonni 1i qieghdin
iservu ta’ dahla ghall-
kappella Ta’ Pinu.

It-Twieqi

Ezatt fuq l-istatwa ta’
Santa Marija, tieqa
kkulurita ggib ix-xbieha
ta’ l-arkanglu San Mikiel }
li flimkien ma l-angli
tieghu tqgabdu mad-dragun
l-angli tieghu u peress li
ma kellhomx hila jeghlbu,
ma kienx hemm izjed post J
ghalihom  fis-sema. |
Ghalhekk, is-serp tal- |
gedem, il-qarrieq
tad-dinja kollha, gie
imwaddab fuq I-art
flimkien ma’ l-angli




tieghu. Ir-rebha ta’
I-Irxoxt fuq
id-dnub u l-mewt,
li taghha Marija
tgawdi l-ewwel
frott, ghad isib
il-milja taghha
fl-ahhar  taz-
zmenijiet meta
il-lehen qawwi
fis-sema ghad
jeghid, “Issa giet
is-salvazzjoni u
l-qgawwa, u
s-Saltna ta’ Alla
taghna u s-setgha
tal-Messija tieghu,
ghax twaddab il
barra dak li jixli ’l
hutna, li lejl u
nhar jixlihom
quddiem Alla
taghna. U huma
hargu rebbieha
fuqu permezz
tad-demm tal-
Harufu bis-sahha
tal-kelma li
xehdu, u ma
ghozzewx
hajjithom
minkejja

sahansitra [-mewt”.

Fuq ix-xellug, tieqa ohra bl-arkanglu San
Rafel flimkien maz-zaghZzugh Tobija (ara Tob
6, 1), li skond 1-Iskrittura huwa l-anglu li jdewwi
bil-qawwa t’Alla. Dan l-arkanglu qrib
ix-xbieha ta’ Marija, ifakkar li Marija hija
‘l-ispizjara’ li pprovdiet il-medicina ghall-mard
tal-bnedmin kollha, hija Omm l-istess tabib ta’
kull min hu marid (ara Mt 9, 12). U min
mhuwicx marid?
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Hdejn it-tieqa
ta’ San Rafel, 2
l-ahhar tieqa fuq
ix-xellug
tirrapprezenta
Serafin, spirtu
fil-gerarkiji
superjuri, li ismu
jfisser, “dak li
jahraq’. Dan .2
l-ispirtu ghandu NS
erba’ gwienah uxi NSt
drabi jkun b'sitta, AlMn
li skond Isaija 6, 2 I
iservuh biex bi
tnejn  jghatti AL
wiccu, bi tnejn vt %14
jghatti riglejh, ubi el S
tnejn jittajjar. {IY

J e k k >
imbaghad '
nergghu lura
ghat-tiegata’ San
Mikel u mmorru
fuq in-naha
I-ohra, hemm
it-tieqa bi xbicha
ta’ l-arkanglu San
Gabrijel bil-gilju 1 1
f”idejh, il-habbar + =
t’Alla, li kien
mibghut minnu u
dahal ghand ix-xebba li kien jisimha Marija
bl-ahbar it-tajba tat-twelid ta’ Gesu" Kristu.

L-ahhar tieqa ghandha xbieha ta’ anglu
mil-liturglja tas-sema, liebes l-ilbies liturgiku,
bi¢-censier tad-deheb f’idejh, biex flimkien ma’
l-in¢ens joffri t-talb tal-qaddisin kollha fuq
l-artal tad-deheb ta’ quddiem it-tron (ara Apk 5,
9;8,3). ¢
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ll-Mara
ta’ Sibt il-Ghid

minn Dun Nazju Borg

“Ghaliex fil-Vangelu ma nsibu I-ebda rakkont
li jitkellem mid-dehra ta’ Kristu Rxoxt lil
Ommu Marija?”

Nahseb din il-mistogsija ghamilnija xi darba.
Tajjeb nghidu li l-ahhar Vangelu li nkiteb kien
dak tal-Evangelista Gwanni, id-dixxiplu li laga’
ghandu lill-Vergni Marija. L-Evangelista jghalaq
1I-Vangelu tieghu b’dan il-kliem: “Dan huwa
d-dixxiplu li gieghed taghti xhieda ghal dan kollu
u li kiteb dawn il-hwejjeg, u ahna nafu li
x-xhieda tieghu hi minnha. Izda hemm ukoll
bosta ‘hwejjeg ohra li ghamel Gesu". Likieku
wiehed kellu jikteb kollox ‘hiaga b’haga, nahseb
li anqas id dinja stess ma kienet tesaghhom
il-kotba li kienu jinkitbu™ (21, 24-25).

Fil-Hajja tal-Knisja huma diversi dawk
il-kittieba antiki 1i jwiegbu ghall-mistogsija
taghna b’mod affermattiv. Insemmu fosthom
lill-Isqof Girgor ta’ Nikomedja li ghex fis-seklu
disa’. F’wahda mill-omeliji tieghu huwa
jghatina ragunijiet tassew sbieh ghaliex hu
jzomm li Kristu, hekk kif gam mill-mewt,
l-ewwel li deher kien lil Ommu Marija. Nagraw
mela b’attenzjoni dak li hallielna dan l-isqof.

Qari mid-diskorsi ta’

Gregorju ta’ Nikomedja, Isqof

Ser nitkellmu dwar il-prezenza ta’ 1-Omm
kuraggjuza fuq il-qabar ta’ Binha. Fil-fatt, meta
1-ohrajn kollha telqu lejn darhom, hi biss,
[-Omm, mimlija bin-nar ta’ I-imhabba u b’fidi u
kuragg sodi, baqghet hdejn il-qabar. Insiet I-ikel
u l-irgad u bdiet idduq il-benna tal-qawmien.

Ghalhekk I-Omm biss kienet xhud ta’ dak li
gara qabel il-qawmien. Hi biss rat it-terremot
heluuta’ farag li gajjem il-mejtin ta’ snin gabel
uraqqad lill-ghassiesa li kienu mal-qabar.

Ghalhekk nahseb li lilha I-ewwel 1i nghatat
l-ahbar tal-qawmien. Fil-fatt, bhalma ferhet
fl-Inkarnazzjoni, hekk qabzet bil-ferh
ghad-dehra u d-dawl ta’ Binha mgqajjem
mill-mewt. Kienet I-Omm: lilha kienu afdati
l-misteri ta’ 1-Inkarnazzjoni; issa lilha biss
1I-Mulej wera l-ghegubijiet tal-qawmien. Lilha
gharratha aktar milli gharraf lill-appostli u




lin-nisa twajba, aktar milli setghu jithmu l-angli.
Ghalhekk, malajr u qabel kulhadd, iddawlet
bid-dija ferrieha tal-qawmien.

Jixraq ghalhekk, f’dan il-jum ta’ ferh, nibdew
nghannu r-radd ta’ hajr li hija ghanniet hdejn
il-qabar. Hija fil-fatt ghaddiet fil-gabra interjuri
z-zmien ta’ qabel il-qawmien, waqt li terga’ ggib
quddiem ghajnejha u timmedita dan il-misteru
kbir. Kienet titkellem ma’ Dak li kien wettaq
il-pjan divin, u fis-skiet kienet {ghidlu:

“Mulej, fin-natura tieghek ta’ Alla inti la tista’
tbati u langas tmut, imma bhala bniedem bate;jt
fin-natura taghna. Issa tinsab fil-guf'ta’ 1-art, int
li ma thallix id-dar tal-Missier. Id-dinja kollha
ma tistax tesa’ d divinita’ tieghek, waqt li gabar
qed jaghlaq lil gismek”.

Jilgghuk ferrieha l-erwieh tal-gusti;
b’ghanjiet ta’ ferh isejhulek Feddej. Imdawla
mid-dija tieghek ixandru l-imhabba tieghek
ghall-bnedmin. Uri lil dawk li jghixu fid-dinja
s-sinjal tar-rebha tieghek. Int 1i, ghax ma tidhirx
tinsab kullimkien, uri ruhek fis-sbuhija li
ghandek. Imla I-art kollha bid-dija tal-qawmien
tieghek. leqaf fuq saqajk, int li ma tistax tkun
marbut fid-divinita’. Stenbah ghalhekk, int 1i
tghasses bla ma torqod matul is-sekli. Qum u
ddawrek bit-tithir il-gemgha tal-popli. Qum biex
tidhol ghall-foqra tieghek, biex ixxerred
il-qawwiet ta’ kontrik. O Xemx tal-gustizzja,
holl ir-raggi tat-twelid gdid tieghek. Ha jidhru
quddiem id-dinja d-dwal tar-rebha tieghek; ha
tkun maghrufa minn kulhadd il-fidwa tieghek.
“Ha jaraw il-foqra u jifirhu” (salm 68, 33).

M’hemmzx li jien ukoll nara I-wi¢¢ 1i tant
nixtieq tal-Mulej. M’hemmx 1i jien ukoll
nikkontempla s-sbuhija ta’ I-ghageb ta’ I-Iben
Divin. M’hemmx li nara tqum il-glorja t’ Alla.
M’hemmx li nisma’ mill-gdid il-lehen tieghu,
isemma’ kliem helu u mimli grazzja.

Bhalma fi twelidek tajt il-ferh I-ewwel lil
Ommok, hekk idher lilha l-ewwel biex
thabbrilha 1-ferh tal-qawmien. Idhrilha, int 1i
dejjem tibqa’ maghna biex ma thallihiex
tintrebah.”

Wagqt 1i I-Vergni esperta t’Alla kienet qed
tkanta u titlob b’dan il-kliem, 1-Iben uriha d-dija
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tal-Qawmien. U peress li huwa dmir tweggah
lil ommok, huwa onoraha billi l-ewwel deher
lilha. Kien jixraq fil-fatt li dik li lilna gabitilna
l-milja tal-ferh, tkun l-ewwel li tilqa’ I-ferh
tad-dinja. Hilililha gew afdati -misteri tas-sema;
hi i fil-passjoni ta’ Kristu nifdulha qalbha bosta
sjuf. Kien jixraq li, bhalma kellha sehem
fit-tbatijiet ta’ I-Iben, idduq minn gabel il-ferh
tas-sema.

O Marija, illi kont l-ewwel wahda li rajtuu
xandartu, imla lil galbna bid-dija ta’ Kristu, dawl
l-aktar helu taghna. Lilu I-glorja, l-unur u r-radd
ta’ hajr, mal-Missier uma’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu, issa
u ghal dejjem ta’ dejjem. Amen.

(Diskors 9, Il-Vergni Marija hdejn il-qabar,
PG 100,1489-1504)
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English
Corner

our joy of
Easter

“...Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits
of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came
’ through a human being, the resurrection of the dead
; came also through a human being. For just as in Adam
all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but
each one in proper order: Christ the firstfruits, then, at
his coming, those who belong to Christ; then comes the
end, when he hands over the kingdom to his God and
Father, when he has destroyed every sovereignty and
every authority and power. For he must reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy
to be destroyed Is death...” (1 cor 15:20-26).

: Rev Emanuel Magr O i
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It is very intriguing that we do not know for sure that Jesus after his resurrection appeared to his
mother, Mary None of the evangelists reports in his gospel that Jesus appeared to the one who bore
him. John, the Evangelist, presents Jesus on the cross entrusting his mother to his beloved disciple.
Yet, in John’s gospel there 1s no mention that the risen Lord appeared to Mary or that she was present
at Jesus’ appcarances to the disciples. Luke gives great importance to Mary throughout his gospel.
However, when it comes to Jesus’ appearances after his resurrection, there is not a single reference to
her. Never the less he does mention her by name and as being present in his account of the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit on the young Church at Pentecost (see Acts of the Apostles 1:14 and 2:1-4). One
does not find any reference to Mary after Jesus’ death in the gospel according to Matthew and in that
of Mark. Paul mentions that after his resurrection Jesus appeared to some of his disciples and to a
group of 500 disciples (see 1 Cor 15). Still Paul does not seem to know anything about an appearance
of Jesus to his mother.

If the Bible is silent about the relationship between Mary and her son after his resurrection, the
Church’s Tradition is not. From the earliest centuries of Christianity Christians believe that Mary
was assumed into heaven with body and soul. She already shares in the fruits of the resnrrection of
her son. By rising from the death, Jesus conquered death and transformed human life. Through his
death and resurrection he gave birth to a new life for the human race. His resurrection reveals the
consecration and the saving of the whole human person. Humans exist for all eternity. In light of
Jesus’ resurrection human death transforms the person’s state of living. Death is a transitional process
through which all humans are to pass so as to participate in full in the new life disclosed by Jesus’
resurrection.

Mary’s assumption into heaven is only possible because of the resurrection of her son. He, her
first born, calls his mother to be the first human person to participate in full in this new life. She now
lives in heaven in union with her son.

Jesus’ resurrection also discloses the true and ultimate destiny of the human race. Humans now
know that their true happiness is to share in God’s divinity. Their goal is not to be found here on
earth. They are called to live in God’s presence for all eternity. They are to consider themselves as
pilgrims on earth on their journey toward heaven their true home. Jesus’ resurrection illuminates
them with the knowledge that sin and evil do not have the last word. Jesus’ rising from the death
empowers them to overcome all forms of iniquity and to endure adverse situations they may encounter.

Mary too encountered evil in her life. Her life as the mother of the Saviour and the Redeemer of
humanity was punctuated with moments of great wickedness. King Herod sought the life of her son
still an infant. She had to flee and live in a foreign land. She could not understand fully her son’s
ministry in preaching the coming of God’s kingdom. People said that he lost his mind and she
sought him out to talk with him (see Mark 3:21). But the worst experience was for her to stand at the
foot of the cross. She saw her own son succumb to the most horrible and agonizing punishment of
death by crucifixion. In moments like these Mary stood firm. She believed. She trusted her life in
God’s hands. By believing and trusting she conquered evil and death. With the apostles and other
disciples she rejoiced in the resurrection of her son and was once again filled with the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost.

Easter is a season of joy. It celebrates Jesus’ victory over death and sin. It reveals to us our own
frue dignity as human beings and our true destination. Through her assumption into heaven, Mary
has already experienced that what awaits us. Like her one day, when our turn comes, our life will be
transformed into a glorious state. We will live with her in union with her Son in the glory of the
Father and in the everlasting love of the Holy Spirit. ¢
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mill-ktieb

ta’ I-Isqof Don Tonino Bello
migburin minn A.C.M.

Marija

Omm is-Serhan

Marija, Omm is-Serhan: hekk gieni f”mohhi li
nsejhilha lil Sidtna Marija meta rajt pittura ta’
Raffaello li tirraprezenta lill-Madonna
bil-qgieghda, b’Gesu' tarbija mistrieh fi hdanha
u Guzeppi rieqed f’rokna ma’ genbhom.

Xi hlewwa tara lill-Madonna tbennen
lic-¢kejken Gesu'! Ma narahiex bi kbira li hija
wkoll kienet tghannilu xi tahnina biex jorqod.
Bhalissa qed jahbat ma’ mohhi 1-innu,
“Il-Benniena ta’ Gesu'” ta’ Indri' Schembri
S.J. 1ijiftah bil-vers: Ninni la tibkix izjed - innu
li dahal fi qlub il-Maltin u li, kbar u Zghar,
ikantawh fil-granet tal-Milied. Versi folkloristi¢i
ta’ din 1-ghamla nsibuhom ukoll f”diversi lingwi.

I1-Madonna hija tabilhaqq omm is-serhan.
Bla dubju Gesu' ha l-isbah taghlimiet u l-isbah
ezempji m’ghand ommu Marija ta’ kif ghandu
jgib ruhu man-nies. “Ejjew {’post imwarrab
ha nistriehu ftit”’: Min jaf kemm-il darba
qgallhom hekk Gesu® lill-appostli meta kien
jarahom li ghajjew. “Ejew ghandi intom ilkoll
li tinsabu mhabbtin u mtaqqlin u jiena
nserrahkom.”’: Hekk ukoll, bl-istess hlewwa u
mhabba, kien jistieden u jigbed ghal warajh
il-folla ghajjiena.

TALBA

Nitolbuk, Imgaddsa Marija, Omm is-Serhan,
inZel hdejna, serrahna u farragna, meta nghaddu
xi lejl imgajma. Kemm tarah twil il-lejl meta

ma tkunx tista’ taghlaq ghajn m’ghajn! L-iktar
sodda ratba ssir gisha gradilja li jixwu l-ikel
fugha. L-inbih tal-klieb jiggerrew barra jidwi
f’widnejna qisu xi karba kiebja. It-tokki sodi
tal-arlogg tal-kanpnar idejquna. Kemm jghaddi
bil-mod il-hin! Kemm idum ma jisbah!

Iva Madonna, inzel u wennes
(1 1l dawk kollha 1i jinsabu wehidhom,
m’ghandhomx ma’ min jghidu kelma, ma’
min jifthu qalbhom.

(i) lil dawk l-imsejkna 1i sfaw bla sagaf fuq
rashom, qged ifittxu xi rokna mwarrba fejn
forsi jkunu jistghu jimteddu u jistriehu; xi




drabi mank daqsxejn ta’ kutra ma jkollhom
biex jitghattew biha fil-kesha tal-lejl.

(iii) 1il dawk 1-imnikkta li jinsabu mifnija
bl-inkwiet. It-thassib zejjed qed itagglilhom
ruhhom; ged jghaddu ljieli shah jitqallbu,
ma jistghux isibu rpos.

(iv) lil dawk il-haddiema li jafu li jridu jbakkru
imma l-ansjeta’ ged ittellifhom l-irqad.

Fl-ahharnett, O Madonna, tinsiex il-morda
li hemm [id-djar, fl-isptarijiet jew l-istituti.
Arahom, il-lejl kollu, aktar imgajma milli rieqda;
l-ugigh qed ibattihom u jghakkishom.

Heoskokok deoskok

Imgaddsa Marija, Omm is-Serhan, nixtiequ
nitolbuk ukoll ghal dawk kollha impenjati
fl-apostolat, fix-xandir tal-Evangelju. Kultant
narawhom ghajjenin mejta, qgalbhom maqtugha.
Donnhom jaghtihom li jghidu bhal San Pietru:
“Hdimna l-lejl kollu u ma gbadna xejn.” Iva,
ghidilhom kelma ta’ kuragg! Ifthilhom
ghajnejhom biex jiehdu dagsxejn ta’ brejk.
Waqgqafil-fernezija li donnha gabdithom. Insew
li z-zejjed bhan-nieqes. [z-zelu pastorali, meta
huwa ecécessiv, ihassarlek sahhtek. Urihom
darba ghal dejjem 1i 1-Mule; ma joghgbux
l-istress fl-apostolat; ghalih dan l-istress
mhuwiex xi in¢ens ifuh. Hajjarhom jagbdu
l-brevjarju u jimmeditaw is-Salm 126,
spe¢jalment dawn il-versi 1i gejjin: “Ma
jiswielkom xejn li tbakkru jew li ddumu ma
tistriehu u li tieklu hobz it-tbatija, ghax il-Mulej
jipprovdi lill-gheziez tieghu.” Iva, fehemhom
ftit 1i I-Mulej ma jridniex ninqatlu bix-xoghol,
imma jridna nahdmu bil-qies. Jekk tassew
inhobbuh, Huwa lest li jaghtina kulma jkollna
bzonn. Ghalhekk, wara li nkunu ghamilna
dmirna, inhallu r-rizultat f’idejn Alla. U Alla
zgur li jbierek u jkattar ix-xoghol taghna.

3 3 o sk e she ofe sfe sk

Imgaddsa Marija, Omm is-Serhan, ghallimna
napprezzaw Jum il-Hadd u nqisuh bhala jum
ta’ mistrieh. Ghinna niskopru mill-gdid il gost
li kienu jiehdu missirijietna meta kienu jintasbu
fuq iz-zuntier tal-knisja jew fuq xi bank,
jitkellmu bejniethom bil-kwiet u I-kalma kollha.

Madonna TafPinu *

Ifthilna ghajnejna ha nehilsu mit-tahbit zejjed,
ha nnaqqsu mill-giri sfrenat tal-hajja; xi drabi
bilkemm nafu fejn sejrin. Nisthajlek ic¢anfarna
bi kliem il-harruba xwejha meta rat 1-ghagla
tan-nies ghaddejjin :

Kemm huma mghagglin,

Fejn huma sejrin

Ghial dejjem bla sabar

Min-nieqa sal-qubar

Dal-halja bnedmin?

Ghialiex ftit mistrieh

Ghalihom ma hemmx,

U I-lehma biss taghhom

1l-hajja tas-suq ?

(Quo Vadis? - R. Briffa)

Ippwerswadina li s-sigrict tal-paci interjuri
niksbuh biss meta naghrfu nghaddu ftit hin ma’
Allal-Imbierek. Alla dejjem maghna; lejl u nhar
ma jitlagniex minn taht ghajnejh. Mhix haga
kbira li nghaddu xi waqtiet mieghu ahna wkoll.
Zgur li I-hin i nghaddu mieghu ma jkunx hin
mohli.

Kelma tal-ahhar

Ghalhekk, O Marija, Omm is-Serhan, jekk
filghaxija niddawru ma nidhlu d-dar wara
gurnata ta’ giri u tahbit, stenniena fil-bieb
tad-da1 ha nghidu kelma (limkien.

Ghalkemm forsi mfarrkin bil-ghejja, ejjew
naqgbdu I-kuruna tar-ruzarju u nitolbn din it-talba
tant ghaziza. Iva, ir-Ruzarju jfisser titlob lil
Marijauma’ Marija.

U jekk meta jroxx d-dlam, xi whud minna
ma jsibux mhadda fugicx iscrrhu rashom,
offrilhom spallejk , O Madonna, biex imhaddnin
mieghek, itaffu I-ghejja taghhom, u hekk, f*hajjet
Alla, jorqdu raqda fil-kwiet u fis-sliem. ®

Hajr lis-Sur Gorg Cassar

April- Gunju2009
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liem Ghali

mill-Eé¢. Tieghu Mons. Nikol G. Cauchi

Talba ta’ SanAtanasju ta’ Lixandra

Sant’ Atanasju,
Isqof ta’
Lixandra
(295-373)

Sant’Atanasju,
Isqofta’ Lixandra,
f1-Egittu  kien
Duttur tal-Knisja u wiehed mis-Santi Padri.
Twieled f’Lixandra madwar is-sena 295 u miet
hemm ukoll. Hu kien wiehed mid-difensuri
ewlienin tal-fidi nisranija kontra l-erezija ta’
Arius. Huwa ha sehem bhala djaknu fil-kon¢ilju
ta’ Nicea tas-sena 325 u serva bhala segretarju
ta’ 1-Isqof Alessandru u mbaghad lahaq Isqof
floku fis-sena 328.

L-Arjani imlew l-Imperatur kontra tieghu u
dan eziljah fit-Trier, izda rega rritorna f*pajjizu
wara li appella ghand il-Papa Gulju I. Ghal erba’
darbiet, bejn is-sena 335 u 366 l-eghdewwa
gaghluh jitlag mid-djocesi tieghu imma fl-ahhar
irritorna u miet hemmbhekk (it-2 ta” Mejju 373.

Huwa baqa’ maghruf ghall-hegga tieghu
biex jiddefendi id-divinita’ ta’ Kristu u ghalhekk
bir-ragun kollu jsejhulu “/I-Missier ta’
[-Ortodossija.” Fostl-opri tieghu ta min isemmi
1-“Apologija kontra [-Arjani”, il-hajja ta’
Sant’ Anton Abbati, l-ittri sinodali u I-opra l-iktar
maghrufa “De Incarnatione” fejn tissemma
hafna drabi I-Imgaddsa Vergni Marija.

[1-festa tieghu hija ¢¢elebrata fit-2 ta’ Mejju.

Talba

ta’ Sant’Atanasju ta’ Lixandra

Ja Vergni,

il-glorja tieghek tizboq

dak kollu li gie mahlugq.

Ja omm tal-Verb Alla,

x’hemm li jixbah il-kobor tieghek?
x’hemm fil-holgien,

li nista’ nxebbhek mieghu?

L-Angli u I-Arkangli t’ Alla
huma sublimi,

izda kemm inti

wisq akbar minnhom, O Marija.
L-Angli u I-Arkangli,

jaqdu bil-gima

lil Dak li kien jghix fi hdanek,

u ma jissograwx ikellmuh,

izda inti titkellem mieghu
bil-liberta” kollha.

Ahna nghidu li I-Kerubini

huma fil-gholi,

Izda inti iktar fil-gholi minnhom;
il-Kerubini jerfghu t-tron t’Alla,
Izdainti terfa’lil Alla fuq dirghajk.

Is-Serafini
huma qrib lejn Alla,



izda iktar minhom, inti qrib lejH.
Is-Serafini jghattu wicchom bi
gwinhajhom,

ghax ma jistghux iharsu

lejn il-glorja perfetta Tieghu,
Izda Inti mhux biss tikkontempla
s-sbuhija ta’ wic¢cu

Izda wkoll tmellislu

u tmantnih bil-halib tieghek.
Ammen.

Sant’ Atanasju ifahhar il-glorja tal-Omm t’Alla
u jgeghda fil-quécata tal-holgien kollu. Iselmilha
bhala “Omm tal-Verb Alla”, jipprova jxebbahha

ma’ l-aqwa fost il-hlejjaq u dawn huma I-ispirti
tas-sema.

Hu jibda’ biex lil Marija isejhilha “wisq ikbar
mill-angli u mill-arkangli” il-ghaliex dak li huma
jgimu u jaqduh b’distanza minnu, kien jghix fi
hdanha u hi setghet titkellem mieghu bhala
ommu.

Ixebbahha mal-Kerubini u jghid li hi oghla
minnhom ghax waqt 1i huma jerfghu t-tron
t” Alla hi refghet fuq dirghajha lil Alla maghmul
tarbija.

Ixebbahha wkoll mas-Serafini u jghid li hija
iktar qrib minnhom lejn Alla ghax huma ma
jistghux jaraw il-glorja perfetta tieghu u hi
tikkontempla is-sbuhija t’Alla maghmul
bniedem meta bhala omm kienet trejqu u
thaddnu maghha. ¢
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Mill-Hajja tas-Santwarju

JANNAR 2009

migbhura minn
Ivan Attard

Is-Sibt, 3:

It-Tnejn, 19:

1I-Gimgha, 23:

Is-Sibt, 24:

Fis-Santwarju tal-Madonna, giet
i¢celebrata Quddiesa mill-W.R. Patri
Renald Lofreda O.Carm., Viéi-
Kappillan tal-Parro¢c¢a tal-Madonna
tal-Karmnu fil-Fgura, bis-sehem attiv ta’
l-adoloxxenti u z-zghazagh ta’ l-istess
komunita® parrokkjali.

Giet iccelebrata Quddiesa ta’ Radd
il-hajr lil Alla minn Fr. Hayden
bis-sehem tal-postulanti Kapuc¢¢ini.

[llum intemm irtir importanti li sar
ghas-sa¢erdoti zghazagh Maltin. B’turija
ta’ ringrazzjament lil Alla u lill-Vergni
Marija ghad-decizjonijiet importanti
mehuda matul dawn il-mumenti ta’
gabra spiritwali, il-presbiteri Fr. Mario
Buhagiar, Fr. Claude Portelli, Fr. Mario
Said, Fr. Reuben Micallef, Fr. Joseph
Grech, Fr. Michael Bellizzi, Fr. Dione
Cutajar, Fr. John Muscat u Fr. Joe Mizzi
iccelebraw flimkien Quddiesa
fil-Kappella tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu.

Ilum saret it-Tifkira popolari tat-Tieg
tal-Vergni Marija. Ghal din l-okkazjoni,
fis-6.30pm, saret Quddiesa Solenni li
tmexxiet mill-E.T. Mons. Nikol G.
Cauci, Isqof Emeritus tad-Djocesi
taghna. Fl-omelija tieghu, huwa tkellem
dwar il-fatt inkwetanti 1i fil-gurnata
tal-lum, il-familja Maltija hija
kontinwament attakkata minn influssi
negattivi biex ma tibgax tghix l-ideali
taghha ta’ familja Nisranija. Quddiem
din is-sitwazzjoni, il-familja nisranija
ghandha dejjem izzomm f’mohhha
s-sbuhija tas-Sagrament taz-Zwieg;
sagrament li joffri I-grazzja biex kull
familja tibga’ tikber fl-imhabba u
fil-fedelta® sabiex tkompli tghix
il-vokazzjoni (sejha) taghha. Fi tmiem
i¢c-¢celebrazzjoni, saret talba ta’
affidament tal-familji migbura
lill-Madonna ta’ Pinu.
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II-Hamis, 29: Fis-6.30pm saret laqgha ta’ talb fis-Santwarju tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu bhala gheluq ta’
fazi ohra mill-Missjoni Djoc¢esana imnedija f’Ghawdex fl-okkaZjoni tas-Sena
Pawlina.

Pellegrinaggi:
II-Gimgha, 2: Fil-bidu tas-sena 1-gdida, il-Komunita’ “Dixxipli ta’ Gesu> minn Milan (fl-Italja)
zaret is-Santwarju f*pellegrinagg ta’ talb.

L-Erbgha, 7: Gie organizzat Pellegrinagg fil-bidu ta-sena l-gdida mill-Moviment Ewkaristiku
tal-Parro¢éa ta’ San Gwann 1-Ghammiedi (Xewkija) 1i kien jinkludi wkoll
i¢ ¢elebrazzjoni tal Quddiesa. Mexxa Dun Gwann Mizzi, Dircttur Spiritwali.

Is-Sibt, 10: Sacerdot Ingliz ghamel zjara lis-Santwarju tal-Madonna u mexxa Quddiesa ta’ radd
il-hajr lil Alla f*gheluq is-17-il Anniversarju mill-Ordinazzjoni Sa¢erdotali tieghu.

L-Erbgha, 21: Fil-bidu tas-sena l-gdida, grupp ta’ pellegrini minn Ghajnsielem ghamlu Zzjara
lis-Santwarju tal-Madonna u kellhom Quddiesa li bdiet fid-9.00am.

L-Erbgha, 28: Membri ta’ 1-Azzjoni Kattolika mill-Parro¢¢a ta’ San Girgor il-Kbir f’Kercem
organizzaw Pellegrinagg ghas-Santwarju taghna fl-okkazjoni tal-“Gimgha Azzjoni
Kattolika”. Mexxa l-pellegrinagg Mons. Girgor Grech, Direttur Spiritwali tal-grupp.

FRAR 2009
II-Hamis,5: F’dan il-jum qrib il-festa

tal-Prezentazzjoni tal-Mulej |
fit-Tempju  (il-Kandlora), g
I-E.T. Mons. Nikol G. Cauchi,
Isqof Emeritus,

ippresieda ¢-cerimonja religjuza
tal-prezentazzjoni tat-trabi lill-Madonna ta’ Pinu
f*attivita® organizzata mill-Azzjoni Kattolika
Ghawdex. Kien hawn prezenza numeruza.

It-Thieta, 10:  Solennita' tan-Nawfragju ta’ San Pawl f’Malta. Peress li din hija festa bl-obbligu
tas-smiegh tal-Quddies, l-orarju tal-Quddies kien bhall-granet ferjali b’zieda ta’
Quddiesa ohra f1-10.00am. Filghaxija, fis-6.30pm, saret Quddiesa bl-omelija ta’
I-okkazjoni minn Dun Eddie Vella.

L-Erbgha, 25: F’dan il-jum inghaqadna mal-Knisja Kattolika fil-bidu taz-zmien penitenzjali
tar-Randan - zmien liturgiku gawwi li jtul erbghin jum u li jwassalna ghall-Ghid
il Kbir. Matul ir Randan, fis Santwarju tal Madonna ta’ Pinu, ittichdu bosta inizjattivi
fosthom il-Via Sagra fuq 1-Gholja ta’ Ghammar kull nhar ta’ Hadd fit-3.30pm u
1-Via Sagra meditata fil-Knisja kull nhar ta’ Gimgha qabel il-Quddiesa tas-6.30pm.
Matul I-Erbghat tar-Randan saru zewg meditazzjonijiet fuq it-Taghlim ta’ San Pawl.




B Madonnak Ta’ Pinu

¢ April - Gunju 2009

[I-meditazzjoni ta’ filghodu saret minn Mons. Guzeppi Cauchi waqt li dik ta’ filghaxija
saret minn Dun Manwel Magro.

MARZU 2009

Is-Sibt, 7:

L-Erbgha, 18:

It-Tlieta, 31:

Dun Eddie Zammit, imdawwar bil-familja u l-qraba tieghu, i¢¢elebra Quddiesa
fis-Santwarju tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu bhala att ta’ ringrazzjament lil Alla.

Saret Quddiesa ta’ radd il-hajr lill-Madonna ta’ Pinu f*gheluq id-disghin (90) sena
ta’ Mrs. Josephine Masini. ll-quddiesa giet ic¢elebrata minn binha Fr. Effie Masini.

Saret Quddiesa ta’ radd il-hajr 1il Alla minn Dun Gorg Vella bis-sehem ta’ diversi
parru¢éani mill-parroééa tal-Qalb ta’ Gesu® (Fontana) u mill-parro¢éa ta’ Marija
Assunta (Zebbug Ghawdex).

Pellegrinaggi:

It-Tlieta, 3:

II-Hadd, 8:

Is-Sibt, 14:

II-Hadd, 15:

Is-Sibt, 21:

TI-Hadd, 22:

It-Tlieta, 24:

Grupp imdaqqas ta’ 24 persuna mill-Awstrija ghamlu zjara lis-Santwarju Nazzjonali
tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu.

Gie organizzat pellegrinagg mill-parro¢¢a ta’ San Piju X £’Ruma. Dan il-pellegrinagg
gie konkluz b’Quddiesa fil-Kappella tal-Madonna.

Sar pellegrinagg penitenzjali tar-Randan mill-Parro¢ca ta’ San Lawrenz (Ghawdex).
Wagqt dan il-mument ta’ talb, il-komunita™ parrokkjali ta’ San Lawrenz talbet
lill-Vergni Mbierka ghall-konverzjoni tal-midinbin kollha. Il-pellegrinagg intemm
b’Quddiesa ¢céelebrata mill-Kappillan Dun Nazju Borg.

F’dan il-jum gew organizzati zewg pellegrinaggi penitenzjali tar-Randan. L-ewwel
pellegrinagg sar mill-parro¢¢a ta’ San Gorg Martri, Hal-Qormi, b’radd il-hajr lil Gesu'
Ewkaristija u lill-Madonna ta’ Pinu. Dan il-pellegrinagg kien immexxi minn Carmel
Bianchi.

Wara nofsinhar, sar il-pellegrinagg penitenzjali annwali mill-Parro¢¢a Arcipretali u
Matri¢i ta’ Santa Marija taz-Zebbug Ghawdex, liema pellegrinagg kien immexxi
mill-Arcipriet Kan. Dun Reuben Micallef.

Giet organizzata Via Sagra fuq 1-Gholja ta’ Ghammar mill-Parroééa ta’ Santa Venera
(Malta) immexxi mill-Kappillan Patri Alex Scerri O.Carm. Il-Via Crucis intemmet
b’Quddiesa.

Bhala parti mill-irtir taghhom tar-Randan li sar f”Dar Manresa (Victoria), il-grupp
ta’ Old Aloysians Association tal-Kullegg ta’ San Alwigi, B’Kara, ghamlu Zjara
lis-Santwarju tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu u ¢¢elebraw Quddiesa ta’ ringrazzjament lil Alla.
Mexxa Fr. John Scicluna SJ.

Sar pellegrinagg lejn is-Santwarju mill-Parro¢¢a ta’ Marija Bambina (Xaghra) u
mill-parro¢ca ta’ San Pietru u San Pawl (Nadur) fl-okkazjoni tar-Randan Imqaddes.
Fit-3.30pm saret il-Via Crucis u fI-4.00pm bdiet Konc¢elebrazzjoni li tmexxiet minn
Mons. Ar¢ipriet Carmelo Refalo flimkien ma’l-Ar¢ipriet Mons. Salvatore Muscatu
numru sabih ta’ sa¢erdoti minn dawn iz-zewg parro¢éi.

Din il-gurnata rat tliet pellegrinaggi ghas-Santwarju tal-Madonna. Il-parrocca ta’
Marija Regina fil-Marsa u l-parroé¢éa ta’ Santa Katerina taz-Zejtun organizzaw
pellegrinagg penitenzjali tar-Randan. B’kollox kienu madwar 200 ruh. Saret

it-talba tal-Via Sagra u l-pellegrinagg intemm b’Quddiesa. (ikompli Fpagna 33)
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7 / g < member of the Gozo Philatelic Society

THE FIRST MARIAN STAMP
IN THE WORLD

Marian Philately is but a part of religious philately, which in turn is a section of philately in general.
The literal meaning of philately suggests “that a stamped letter frees the recipient from paying the
mailing charges”. Marian Philately deals with the collecting and studying of postage and imprinted
stamps depicting the Blessed Virgin Mary or churches and places related to it. The first stamp appeared
in 1840 in Great Britain, while various Christian motifs on stamps appeared during the early decades
of'the 20 century.
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The First stamp depicting the Blessed Virgin
Mary is part of a set dated February 1920, issued
in Bavaria.

Bavaria (German Bayern,) has been a duchy, a
kingdom until 1918, a republic, and later formed part
of West Germany. At first the region was inhabited by
Celts. Germanic tribes invaded it in the 500’s. Bavarian
dukes ruled the duchy from 911 to 1180. Napoleon
made Bavaria a kingdom in 1805, but it became a state
of the German Empire when Germany was unified in
1871. After World War I (1914-1918); it was briefly a
republic, and then part of Germany again. The Allies
invaded Bavaria in World War II (1939-1945), and
U.S. troops occupied it after Germany surrendered.
I .ater, Bavaria became a West German state. West
Germany and East Germany unified in 1990.

Today Bavaria is the largest federal state (Bundesland) of Germany by area, forming almost 20%

of the total land area of Germany. Its capital is Munich in Upper Bavaria. About 6.4 million of its

population is Bavarian, 4.1 million Franconian and 1.8 million Swabian.

The kingdom of Bavaria issued its postage stamps from 1849 to 1920. In 1920 it issued the

world’s first stamps depicting the figure of Our Lady. This makes Bavaria the first country in the

world to issue the first Marian stamps.

The stamp issue
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This first Marian issue consisted of 4 stamps with a common design, 4 different colours and 4 different
values:
1 mark stamp was issued in Red and Grey
1 Va mark Blue and Brown
1 Y2 mark Green and Grey
2 Y2 mark Black and Grey.

THE DESIGN

The stamps were designed by Artist: Sigmund Von Wech The stamp design is simple but clear. It
shows Our Lady holding her Infant Son on her left arm and holding a sceptre in her right hand. Jesus
is holding an orb symbolizing that he is King of all that is in heaven and earth. Mary is seen looking
at Jesus and standing on a crescent moon. The word Bayern in block letters is printed on a banner at

the top of the stamp. A similar banner at the bottom of the stamp carries the value of each stamp...
While the figure of Our Lady and Jesus are encircled by a design resembling the sun, the whole
picture is encircled on both sides by a kind of scroll with the words PATRONNA BAVARIA. A
Coat of arms rests at Mary’s foot.

Germany’s inflation period started in 1919 and on 1% May 1919 Germany became a Republic,
and the Empire was dismantled. The following year on 1 April Bavaria lost the right to issue its own
stamps. So on the 6™ April 1920 these Bavarian Marian stamps were issued with an overprinted:
“DEUTSCHES REICH”. These were used almost exclusively in Bavaria, although were valid for
postage throughout the Germany Republic. So these stamps became the first religious stamps to be
used in the German Republic.

The stamps feature the golden statue of the
Virgin Mary standing on a crescent moon as the
Qucen of Heaven on the Mariensdule. This Marian
column is located on the Marienplatz in Munich,
Germany. It was erected in 1638 to celebrate the
end of Swedish occupation during the Thirty Years’
War. The figure was originally located in the
Frauenkirche. Mariens&ule in Munich was the first
column of this type built north of the Alps and

inspired erecting other Marian columns in this part
of Europe. The statue was originally erected to
commemorate the victory of Maximilian I over
the Turks in 1620.

At each corner of the column’s pedestal is a
statue of a putto, created by Ferdinand Murmann.
The four putti are each depicted fighting a different
beast, symbolizing the city’s overcoming of
adversities: war represented by the lion, pestilence
by the cockatrice, hunger or famine by the dragon
and heresy by the serpent. ¢
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(ikompli minn pagna 29)

1Il-Hamis, 26:

I1-Hadd, 29:

It-Tnejn, 30:

It-Tlieta, 31:

Fl-istess jum, zaruna grupp ta’ parru¢cani mill-parrocca ta’ San Mark I-Evangelista
fid-Djocesi ta’ Padova (I-Italja). “Signore, con l'intercessione di Maria ti affidiamo
le nostre famiglie, la nostra parrocchia e i nostri.” (Mulej, bl-intercessjoni ta’ Marija,
nafdawlek il-familji taghna, il-parrocca taghna u I-qraba taghna.)

Sar pellegrinagg lejn is-Santwarju Nazzjonali tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu minn grupp ta’
religjuzi li jghixu f” Amiens (Franza).

F’dan il-Hames Hadd tar-Randan, sar
pellegrinagg penitenzjali mill-Parroc¢ca
tal-Vizitazzjoni tal-Madonna fl-Gharb.
Dan il-pellegrinagg telag minn hdejn
is-sigra awrikarja u malli wasal
fil-pjazza ta’ quddiem is-Santwarju,
I-E.T. Mons. Isqof Nikol G. Cauchi
bierek il-monument ta’ Frangisk
Portelli - il-persuna li flimkien ma’
Carmela Grima sema’ l-lehen
tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu mill-kwadru
taghha. Wara, saret
Koncelebrazzjoni Solenni li
tmexxiet minn Mons. Isqof Cauchi
flimkien ma’ Mons. Arcipriet
Carmelo Gauci u diversi sa¢erdoti
mill-Gharb.

F’dan il-jum ukoll, grupp ta’ 45
anzjan gew jaghmlu 1-Via Sagra
fuq 1-Gholja ta’ Ghammar. Grupp
ta’ 70 persuna li huma membri tax-Xirka ta’ I-Isem Imqaddes ta’

Alla attendew ghall-Quddiesata’ 1-10am. Grupp ta’ 15-il persuna gew jaghmlu irtir
mill-10.30am sat-3.30pm fid-dar ta’ I-Irtiri. Mexxiet Sr. Ivana. L-irtir intemm
b’Quddiesa minn Dun Gerard Buhagiar, Rettur tas-Santwarju.

Grupp ta’ 53 student (Form 5) 1i jattendu s-Seminarju Minuri tal-Ar¢iDjocesi ta’
Malta ghamlu pellegrinagg lejn is-Santwarju tal-Madonna u kellhom Quddiesa ta’
ringrazzjament fi tmiem il-kors sekondarju taghhom.

F’dan il-jumta’ festa nazzjonali, gew organizzati zewg pellegrinaggi lejn is-Santwarju
Nazzjonali tal Madonna ta’ Pinu. L ewwel wiehed sar mill membri tal-Fergha
Ewkaristika tal-Marsa (Malta). Dan il-pellegrinagg penitenzjali jsir ta’ kull sena
fir-Randan Imqaddes ghall-gid spiritwali u temporali tal-membri.

Grupp ta’ adoloxxenti mill-parro¢¢a ta’ San Bartilmew (Hal-Gharghur) zaru
s-Santwarju.

Bejn it-3.30pm u s-6.30pm sar Irtir penitenzjali tar-Randan ghall-membri tal-Kor
Nativitas (Xaghra). Dan il-K or huwa wiehed mill-korijiet li jaghti is-servizzi tieghu
fis-Santwarju Nazzjonali taghna. L-irtir tmexxa minn Dun Injazju Borg, Kappillan
ta’ San Lawrenz u intemm billi l-istess Kor anima 1-Quddiesa tas-6.30pm
fis-Santwarju tal-Madonna.
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II-Madonna ta’ Pinu

Poezija ta’ Robert Gatt

Mill-pinna tal-mibki Buontempo,
hareg kliem ta’ storja u tifhir,

fuq maqdes t’Omm Alla, santwarju,
li gmielu jsahharna bil-kbir.

Sitt sekli ta’ storja, mnejn nibtet,
l-imhabba lejn Ommna Marija;
sitt sekli u fughom, minn mindu,
dik 1-Ghorfa, tax-xemx rat id-dija.

U I-festa ta’ Tlugh il-Madonna,

fis-Sema, bil-gisem u r-ruh,

minn zmien bikri, imfakkra, f’dal-maqdes,
kienet tigi, minn dawk li jzuruh.

Mis-sidien ‘tal-Gentili’, din 1-Ghorfa,
’l Pinu Gauci kienet giet imhollija,

u warajh lil Pasquale Farrugia,

din il-Ghorfa kellha tkun imghoddija.

Fis-seklu Sbatax, hekk lejn tmiemu,
giet ir-raba’ ta’ Pinu mghoddija,

lil Piju Depiro, qaribu,

u 1-Ghorfa megjuma ’1 Marija.

Il-hsarat li din 1-Ghorfa hekk garrbet,
sa minn nofs is-seklu Sittax,

gaghlu ’l-Isqof taz-zmien illi jordna
sabiex 1-Ghorfa tiggarraf, tinhatt.

Dan sakemm erba’ mitt sena wara,
magenb 1-Ghorfa beda tiela’, jinbena,
magqdes kbir, ‘ddedikat lil Marija,
taht it-titlu ta’ 1-Imtellgha fis-Sema.

B’liema grajja kellha 1-Ghorfa tissawwar,
x’kellha ssoftri, 1-gheluq, 1-abbandun!
Profanata ghall-imgiba tal-poplu,

u ta’ l-ghadu, li riedu mahkum.

Dusina, fiz-zjara Appostolika,

hekk mar ghamel lil din I-Ghorta msejkna;
hadilha 1-jeddijiet kollha,

u d-dmirijiet taghha ¢-¢kejkna.

U fejn dawn gew issa mehuda,
fil-Matri¢i, fejn tghammar Marija,
gie mpitter inkwadru ’1-Assunta,
fuq artal hemm imhejji ghaliha.

Grajja tali m’ghandhiex, thallina izda,
fid-dubju jekk gietx ikkunsidrata,

li fil-Knisja ga meqjuma ’l-Assunta,
fzewg artali, hija tkun ivvenerata.

Madonna Ta'Pinu_ % April- Gunju2009

Izda 1-Ghorfa ta’ Pinu li tohlom,
hemmhekk bagghet matul dan iz-zZmien,
u I-pittur Perugino mar pitter,

xbieha, sewwasew f’dan l-imkien.

Ix-xbieha, ta’ Marija 1-Assunta,
ta’ Pinu Gauci kienet tifkira,

u 1-Ghorfa, mill-gdid profanata,
baqghet, fil-gmiel taghha fgira.

Minghand Gauci, 1-Ghorfa tithalla,
lis-Sur Gio. Domenico Muscat,

li bhal zijuh, ha hsiebha b’tant ghaqal,
u le halla tic¢appas b’frughat.

Bintu kien imissha ‘mbaghad tiret,
Elena, mart is-Sur Gwann Gourgion,
li °1 din I-Ghorfa sewwewlha 1-hsara,
u lilha ghammruha b’kull bzonn.

Barra dan, huma ressqu lill-Isqof,
ktiba bi kliem mimli b’rieda,

li ’1-Ghorfa jhejjulha Quddiesa,

u festa 1i fiha titnieda:

B’hiliethom b’hekk 1-Ghorfa infethet,
mill-gdid ghall-qima tal-gemgha,
u ghal zmien in-nies kienet titlob,
f’dal-maqdes, ta’ I-Imtellgha fis-Sema.

Kien tliet snin biss wara,
li l-knisja ta’ 1-Gharb,
Parroc¢a hekk saret,
tal-poplu, ghall-qalb.

U-renta ta’ 1-Ghorfa,
tintilef maz-zmien,
sa'rega’ biex beda
jinhass bZzonn ta’ mkien.

Ghal dan qatt ma naqset
xi ruh mqgangla b’tjieba,
li I-Ghorfa issebbali,
hekk kellha ir-rieda.

Qassis twajjeb, minn dawn it-tali,
bl-isem ta’ Dun Guzepp Cassar,

mar joqghod qrib din i¢-ckejkn’ Ghorfa,
u hemm qaddes quddiesa kull nhar.

Bi flusu bena hawn sagristija,

u b’fided imwieghda min-nies,

mar sewwa, bil-flus b’hekk migbura,
1-Ghorfa taghna, wisq Zghira fil-qgies.

Bil-mewt, izda, tax-xwejjah,

destin 1-ghorfa mill-gdid rega’ kien,
li tinzamm maghluga ghall-gemgha,
u ftit biss kienu jzuru l-imkien.
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Kompla tappan il-grajja ta’ 1-Ghorfa,
Oratorju li nfetah fil-qrib,

xekkel wisq 1-Ghorfa fqajra ta’ Pinu,
fiha bdiet in-nies t’hemm, skomdu ssib.

Din hi I-grajja li ‘tulha il-Maqdes,

ta’ Marija meqjuma f"Ta’ Pinu,

dam minsi, u ’l boghod mill-migemgha,
jeghodd il-fagar ta’ Zmienu u sninu.

Izda Alla I-Imbierek jingeda,

mhux bil-kobor u 1-frugha tad-dinja,
izda b’kobor ié-¢kejken u l-umli,
illi jesa’ ti¢-cokon ta’ rimja.

F’dik 1-Ghorfa, il-knisja Ta’ Pinu,
f’din is-siegha mill-aktar mudlama,
deher ragg ta’ dawl li jghammex,
frott I-idejn t’Alla, s-Setghana.

B’hekk mill-Knisja maghrufa u mahbuba,
sar gozz radam, imwarrab min-nies,

u mic-ckejkna kellu jerga’ jitwaqqaf,
biex jinbena kbir tempju bla gjies.

Hawn ukoll, fuq fdal dan il-Maqgdes,
kellha tidwi hanina t-twissija,
ta’> Ommna Marija Santissma,
lil xbejba tal-gzira Ghawdxija.

Din ix-xbejba, 1i mill-Gharb kienet gejja,
Rahal ckejken fil-Punent ta’ dil-gzira,
kienet wahda minn sitta fost hutha,

illi kellhom, hdejn 1-Ghorfa, art fqira.

Din ix-xbejba, li hi Karmni Grima,
marret stqarret quddiem 1-Isqof Pace,
dik is-sejha li semghet mill-Ghorfa,
1-grajja kollha, kif sewwa sew grat.

F’dak il-jum, f’dik il-ghodwa ta’ Gunju,
Karmni Grima tenniet xi talbiet,

hi u gejja lura mill-ghalqa,

minghajr fl-Ghorfa ma tidhol, bil-hsieb.

Izda hekk kif qorbot lejn I-Ghorfa,
Semghet lehen, jghidilha ghal darbiet,
li sejhilha biex tidhol fil-Magqdes,
fl-Ghorfa c¢kejkna, is-saltna tas-skiet.

Dak il-lehen hekk reha’ tennielha,

biex tmur fl-Ghorfa, ghax qabel tmiem sena,
ma tkunx terga’ tista’ zzur il-post fqajjar,

li b’xejn aktar kellu jerga’ jinfena.

Karmni resqet qrib aktar lejn 1-Ghorfa,
u minn tieqa ‘kejkna harset gewwa,
sabiex tara, kienet hi minghaliha,

lil Ommna Marija, kollha hlewwa.

1zda 1-Ghorfa ta’ Pinu, bhas-soltu,
Regghet kienet minghajr hadd go fiha,
u Karmni, mistaghgba, bil-grajja,
dahlet titlob xi talb ta’ fohrija.

F’dan il-wagqt, hija semghet il-lehen,
li mill-gdid b’dik il-hlewwa, qalilha,
biex tlict Slimict hi tghid, f"gich

it-tlett ijiem 1i fil-qabar dam gisimha.

U Karmni hekk ghamlet u talbet,

biex minn hemm lejn id-dar regghet lura,
u qatt aktar, sa tmicm scna, ma dchret,
fl-Ghorfa ‘kejkna, ta’ Karmni, is-sura.

Ghal sentejn shah fis-skiet zammet il-grajja,
ta’ din is-sejha 11 semghet fil-maqdes,

izda f’qalbha, l-imhabba qangqlitha,

sabiex f"waqtu, dak il-jum hekk jitqaddes.

U zZaghzugh kollu tjieba u hegga,

jismu —ikku Portelli mill-Gharb,

kellu jkun l-ewwel wiehed 1i jisma’,
minghand Karmni, biex jghid dan it-talb.

Karmni wkoll saret taf m’ghand Portelli,
lilu wkoll, minn Xbihatha widdbitu,
il-Madonna; li-qaltlu, biex jitlob
lill-pjaga ta’ Binha, mohbija fuq spalltu.

Ghal zmien twil, huma Zammu mistura,
dawn il-hwejjeg, ta’ ghogba hekk kbira;
dan kien skiet, bhalma gie deskritt f’kitba,
gej mis-sema, skond fehmitna hekk fqira.

Tant hu hekk li ghal Cikku Portelli,

din is-sikta kienet aktar stinata,

u kellu I-Isqof innifsu jitolbu,

biex tal-grajja, xejn aktar jghid dwarha.

B’dan kollu, ix-xhieda minn tieghu,
lill-Isqof, dwar dawn il-grajjiet,

sfat nieqsa minn ‘afna dettalji,

u fgajra kienu tieghu, il-kelmiet.

Xejn ma jista’; izda, jhassibna,

dwar il-fidi tal-guvni u x-xebba,

ghax minn fomm nies ta’ bla skola,
kliem Marija setghu biss kienu mnebbha.

Barra ‘'dan hemm xhieda o’ra grandjuza,

is-Santwarju, bla qgies, dan it-tempju,
illi niesna, frott din il-grajja,
marru bnew, biex hekk taghha jkun xempju.

F’dan il-waqt in-nies kollha f gziritna,
rhewlha b’hgarhom; ha jzuru ’1 Marija;
litaniji w innijiet ta’ kull xorta,

lilha nghadu, b’kull tifhir u fohrija.




Kliem Sidtna kien sejjah lil gensna,
biex dik 1-Ghorfa, imwarrba, minsija,
issir maqdes, 1a’ gajja u [idi,

fi Kristu u Ommu Marija.

U 1-Omm wisq hanina tas-Sema,
lit-talb bla ma jaqta’ tan-nies,

tat widen, u semghet, bl-imhabba,
u helsitu, mill-ghali bla gjies.

Mal-mard tal-kolera dil-gzira,

qatt messet u nfniet 1-art Ghawdxija,

w omm Cikku, mill-mard fil-qalb taghha,
dlonk fieqget, bil-weghda ’1 Marija.

Kien dan l-ewwel fejqan straordinarju,
l-ewwel wiehed 1i sar fis maghruf,

u n-nies malajr griet lejn din I-Ghofra,
li taghha kwazi jmissu, it-truf.

Bil-kotra ghall-Maqdes bla taqta’,
1-Ar¢ipriet talab ’l-Isqof inkjesta,

u dan qallu kliem t’gherf u qdusija,

li xejn m’ghandu ghal xiex jikkontesta.

Ghax la darba il-grajja hi minnha,

u jekk Ommna Marija, f"Ta’ Pinu,

kellha twassal messagg f’din id-dinja,
zgur li dan, kien se jsehh f"waqtu u ‘inu.

B’dankollu, il-Knisja li s’issa,
kienet ghadha fin-nofs ma ndahlitx,
hasset bzonn, li tistharreg bir-reqqa,
1-grajjiet kollha, ha tara xi jfigg.

L-Arcipriet, imbaghad 1-Isqof, gharbluhom,

b’reqqa kbira, lit-tnejn illi semghu,
is-sejhiet tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu,
li warajhom, il-gnus kollha ‘ngemghu.

F’xhieda o’ra, ftit snin biss wara I-grajja,
Karmni stqarret dehriet tal-Madonna,
fejn kellha hi, thabbiriet, profeziji,

minn Marjja, Omm Alla u Ommna.

Tal-grajjiet 1i sehhew fl-Ghorfa ckejkna,
sar mill-Knisja, haqq sewwa u xierag,

u tas-Santwarju, il-Magdes ta’ Pinu,
iz-zmien tas-sebh tieghu kien riesaq.

Ma kellhiex tintmess, izda, il-Ghorla,
xhieda ghaziza, tal-grajjiet imsemmija,
it-tifkira t’Omm Alla li marret,

f’dik il-kmajra hemm taghmel thabbira.

Kull tifhir 1il dawk kollha 1i ghenu,
bil-gabriet, iz-zerriegha 1i nibtet,
ghaliex dawn fethu l-bieb tas-Santwarju,
bla ma rawh, ghaliex qalbhom ga siktet!

Madonna Ta’ Pinu + April - Gunju 2009

Xahrejn biss gabel is-Sette Giugnio,
beda x-xoghol tas-sisien tas-Santwarju;
u kbar kienu l-hidmiet illi twettqu,
minn dawk l-ewwel, 1i raw il-Kalvarju.

Ghax xejn tiswa t-thejjija u 1-gabra,
jekk dak l-ghawg li jinqala’ bla hniena,
jaghraf jeghleb il-qawwa tar-rieda,
tal-qlub kollha ta’ 1-ewwel haddiema.

Ftit jiem biss minn gheluq sena wara,
giet imbierka, ta’ dal-monument,
I-ewwel gebla, i tat hekk il-bidu,
ghal twettiq holma, li grat verament.

U hdax ghaddew snin meta tlesta,
minn kollox, il-bini tal-Maqdes,

u l-Isqof taz-zmien, Mikiel Gonzi,
kien minnu li t-Tempju gie mqaddes.

Sena ‘biss wara l-isbah gurnata,

dan it-tempju, minn rokna ta’ kmajra,
gie'mgholli ghal denja Bazilika,

qatt aktar minsija u fqajra.

U 1-mibki: Giovanni Bonnici,

wara tmiem ix-xoghol kollu tal-bini,
mar ikompli xi xoghol ta’ skultura,
li mhux ftit huwa llum hekk ta’ siwi.

Ghax Bonnici li-spiéca b’dizgrazzja,
fl-istess Maqgdes, Santwarju ta’ Pinu,
zgur 1i thallas minn Ommna Marija,
Ghal dak kollu li ghamel tul sninu.

U ma kienx zghir in-numru ta’ grazzji,
illi nqalghu bl-intervent ta’ Marija,

taht it-titlu tal-meqjuma £2Ta” Piny,
mekka t’ghogba, i dil—gZira Ghawdxija!

ur dal—maqdes k1f kien gie mhabbar,
Dahlu nies kbar u gholja Fhatriethom,
Kardinali, Isqgfijiet u sal-Papa,

illi 1-Magqdes ta’ Pmu hu _ghaxgiethom.

Huwa wkoll 1—ghaxqa taghna dat—tempju
illi jilma fil-Punent ta’ dil-gzira,

u fih ahna, insellmu ’l-Assunta,
bit-tislima minn taghna, wisq fqira.

U nghidulek, Omm Alla u Ommna,
harisna, ftal-hajja t-tigrib,

halli ruhna x’hin tidhol fis-Sema,
is-sebh tieghek, fil-glorja, issib!
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Meta Marija ssir taf li I-qariba taghha nisslet iben
fi xjuhitha, dan hu bizzcjjed biex thossha
mistiedna tmur taqdiha. It-talba ta’ Marija, “Ara,
jiena I-qaddejja tal-Mulej”, ghandha,
b’nec¢essita, dimensjoni orizzontali. Hi
l-qaddejjata’ Alla u tal-Bxara tieghu, u fl-istess
waqt hi l-qaddejja tal-proxxmu taghha. Lil
Marija nsibuha mhux biss fid-dar ta’ Zakkarija
u Elizabetta f’Ghajn Karem, imma wkoll
f’Kana biex tghin fid-dar u fil-k¢ina. Min jaf
kemm drabi hasset il-grazzja ta’ Alla tistedinha
taqdi lil dawk li kienu jehtiguha?

Marija tmur tiltaga’ ma’ Elizabetta u

Zakkarija bhala l-qaddejja ta’ Alla. Hi tigi biex

tagdihom imma fl-istess waqt tigi biex iggibilhom
il-bxara ta’ ferh u sliem. “Da#hlet ghand
Zakkarija u sellmet lil Elizabetta” (Lq 1:40).
It-tislima taghha m’hix sempli¢iment kortezija,
jew il-ferh f’laggha ta’ zewgt ihbieb qodma. Hi
ssellem, bhala bint Sijon, bil-barka u l-ghanja
tat-tama li gejjin mill-ibghad zminijiet:
“Shalom” - “Sliem”. Hi barka, u f’dan il-waqt
hi l-milja mwettqa tat-tama ta’ Israel. F’gufha
ggorr il-Princep tas-Sliem, li ha n-natura umana
taghna biex il-ferh u s-sliem tieghu jiddu fi qlub
kulhadd. Hu gie jwaqqafsaltna ta’ sliem u haqgq.
Il-migja taghha u t-tislima taghha huma sinjali
tal-migja u l-barka tal-Mule;.

L-Ghanja

tal-Qaddejja

(1I-5 Parti)

Mill-ktieb ta’ Bernard Hdring,
maqlub ghall-Malti
minn Francesco Pio Attard

I7-Zjara

Fl-agwa tradizzjoni taghna, it-tislima bejn
il-Kristjani kienet gieh lil Alla u qsim tal-barka.
Forsi ta’ min jiskopri mill-gdid it-tifsira
tal-laqgha bejn il-Kristjani fl-istess djar taghna
u qalb il-hbieb. Kemm kienet sabiha t-tislima
qadima “Tkun imfahhar Gesu Kristu”, jew, kif
jinghad fl-inhawi kollha ta’ I-Italja fejn hadem
San Alfons, “Ikunu mfahhra Gesiiu Marija” -
bit-twegiba - “Ghal dejjem ikunu mfahhra”.
Ghaliex tlifniha din it-tradizzjoni sabiha? Forsi
kienet saret wisq formali, wisq rutina. Jehtieg
nitghallmu mill-gdid kif infahhru lil Alla u
nbierku lil xulxin b’mod iktar spontanju meta
niltaqghu. Anki sempli¢i “L-ghodwa t-tajba!”
tista’ tkun talba u barka.

Is-silta biblika taghmilna konxji li t-tislima
ta’ Marija kienet talba u barka l-izjed b’sahhitha.
“Malli Elizabetta semghet lil Marija ssellmilha,
it-tarbija qabzet fil-guf taghha” (Lq 1:41).
B’Marija l-maghzul biex ihejji t-triq tal-Mule;j
jidhol f’kuntatt ma’ Gesu. It-twegiba tieghu hi
ghanja ta’ tithir, is-sinjal tas-sliem u I-ferh ta’
l-era messjanika.

Kif Gwanni jagbez bil-ferh Elizabetta nfisha
titbicrck tassew bit-tislima ta’ Marija. “Elizabetta
mtliet bl-Ispirtu s-Santu; u nfexxet f”ghajta kbira
u qgalet: ‘Imbierka inti fost in-nisa, u mbierek
il-frott tal-guf tieghek!”” (Lq 1:41-42). F’dak
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il-waqt ipprivileggjat Elizabetta réiviet 1-Ispirtu
s-Santu li kien dawwal lill-profeti u geghilha
tiskopri t-tifsira profonda taz-Zjara ta’ Marija.
It-twegiba taghha hi barka u affirmazzjoni
mimlija gratitudni ta’ dak 1i Alla ghamel
f’Marija, li hi I-mara l-kbira li fiha kull nisel jara
’l Eval-gdida, li taghtina 1 Adam il-gdid, Gesu
Kristu, il-Feddej ta’ kulhadd. Kull darba li
nitolbu s-Sliema ahna ninghaqdu ma’ l-anglu u
ma’ Elizabetta fit-tithir ghal dak kollu li Alla
ghamel f’"Marija.

“Minn fejn gieni dan li omm il-Mulej tieghi
tigi ghandi?” (Lq 1:43). Gwanni 1-Battista
jistgarr bl-umilta li hu ma jisthoqqlux iholl
il-gfieli tal-qorq ta’ Gesi. ’Il quddiem narawh
jistagsi bi staghgib: “Jiena hu li jehtieg li
nitghammed minn ghandek, u inti tigi ghandi?”
(Mt3:14). Bl-istess umilta Elizabetta tistaghgeb
kifjista’ jkun li omm il-Mulej taghha tigi tghinha
f’darha. Il-wasla tal-qaddejja tal-Mulej tista’
tintlaga’ biss b’umilta profonda. Il-migja ta’
Marija tnissel qima u staghgib: ghax imbierek
min gej {’isem il-Mule;.

Fid-dar taz-Zjara ahna naraw djalogu
mill-isbah ta’ fidi, talba magsuma. Hemm
prezenti hames persuni: il-Verb etern maghmul
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bniedem fil-guf'tal-Vergni; ommu li ggib 1-ghajn
ta’ kull barka u sliem; Elizabetta, mimlija
bl-Ispirtu s-Santu; I-ikbar [ost il-profeti li jhejji
ghall-migja ta’ Kristu, Gwanni 1-Battista; u
Zakkarija, bniedem ta’ skiet profond imma
b’ghajnejn u qalb miftuha. Is-skiet tieghu hu
tabilhaqq parti‘ipazzjoni, smigh u prezenza.
Il-hsad sa jkun I-ghanja tieghu: “Imbierek
I-Mulej Alla ta’ Israel”.

Kull familja u komunita Kristjana hi mscjha
tkun dar tat-talb u ghalhekk ghajn ta’ ferh ghal
hafna. Meta bi gratitudni nagsmu 1-fidi taghna
ma’ xulxin u nissiehbu fit-tifhir lil Alla, ilkoll
niksbu l-ghajnuna biex naqraw is-sinjali
taz-zminijiet u niskopru l-prezenza tal-Mule;j.

Mulej Gesii Kristu,

irroddulek hajr ma’

Elitabetta, Gwanni u Zakkarija
ghaz-Zjara tieghek fid-dar taghhom;
u rroddulek hajr ghad-drabi kollha
li int gejt itZurna fhajjitna

u fil-familji taghna.

Irroddulek hajr, Missier li tista’ kollox,
ghall-migja ta’ l-ikbar

Jost il-mistiedna kollha,

l-Iben il-wahdieni tieghek

maghmul Bniedem ghalina.

Hu d-don tieghek

imma bil-grazzja tieghek

hu wkoll don ta’ Marija lilna.
Aghtina li bhal Marija

ahna wkoll inwasslu °l Gesi;,
il-barka tieghu u s-sliem tieghu,

lil hbiebna,

lil kull min niltaqghu mieghu.

Irroddulek hajr, Marija,

ma’ dawk kollha

li fi djarhom int gibt il-barka

u s-sliem ta’ Kristu.

Berikna bit-tislima tieghek, “Shalom”,

u itlob ghalina biex inkunu dejjem attenti
ghall-hafna sinjali tal-migja ta’ Kristu
[’hajjitna.

Amen. ¢

April - Gunju2009
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Amerika: Camilleri Anthony, Farrugia Anne, Portelli
Samwel, Sammut L.

Awstralja: Agius Salvina, Attard Joe, Bonnici Frances,
Borg Grace, Borg Marija, Borg Nina, Cini Catherine &
Pawlu, Cini Margaret & Charlie, Cini Tony, Farrugia
R.P., Formosa Frances, Grech Mary, Grech Joe, Muscat
Vicky, Spiteri Michale & Frances, Sultana Wenza, Vassallo
Paul & Carmen, Zammit Jim & Katy,

Ewropa: Borg Rosemary, Hayes Fam., Powell Mrs.,
Venn Mrs., Raymond,

Ghawdex: Agius Mikelina, Aquilina Stella Attard
Victoria, Axiaq Joe, Axiaq John, Azzopardi Charlene,
Bajada Carmel, Bajjada Manwel, Bajjada Paul, Borg
Carmen, Borg Leli, Bugeja Jacquelene, Bugeja John,
Bugeja Marvic, Buttigieg Guzepp, Buttigieg Gita,
Buttigieg John, Camenzuli Salvina, Camilleri Charlene,
Camilleri Gerita, Cardona Josette, Cardona Kelina,
Caruana Lilian Caruana Mary, Cauchi Antonia, Cauchi
Eugenia, Cauchi Eugenio, Cauchi John, Cauchi
Roseanne, Cini Michael, Costa Teresa, Curmi Twanny,
D’Anastasi Melvin, Day Ms., Debono Peter Paul;
Debrincat Joe, Debrincat Karista, Debrincat Richard,
Falzon Lina, Falzon Monica, Farrugia Ann, Farrugia
Charlotte, Farrugia Heidi, Farrugia Jane, Formosa
Guzepp, Formosa Salvina, Galea Lourdes, Galea Michael
(Rev), Garcia Joe, Gauci Karmnu, Gauci Neil, Grech
Anna, Grech J., Grech Josephine, Grech Maria, Grech
Marita, Grech Peter Paul, Grech Rose, Grima Charlotte,
Grima Fam., Grima Margwann, Grima Virginja, Hili
Marcon, Laura Vicuna School Studenti, Mercieca Anthony
& Vitorina, Mercieca Doreen, Mercieca Ryan & Jason,
Micallef Leli, Mintoff Gina, Mintoff Rose, Muscat
Carmela, Portelli Guzeppa, Portelli Anthony, Portelli
John, Portelli Joseph, Portelli Josephine, Reynolds
Antoinette, Said Lonza, Sammut Marija, Spiteri Kurunata,
Spiteri Rose, Spiteri Tessie, Sultana Giovanna, Sultana
Lmanuel, Sultana Joyce, Sultana Rosina, Sultana Wigi,
Tabone Frank, Tabone Rita, Theuma Christiana, Theuma
Grezzju, Theuma Peter, Vella Joe, Vella Lilly, Vella
Vincenza, Xuereb Joe, Xuereb Joseph, Zahra Fam., Zahra
Marija, Zerafa Margaret, Lucy.

Malta: Abela Pawlu, AgiusCarmelo, AgiusPawla, Attard
Gorge, AttardMaria Carmela, Attard Marija, Bajada Tony,
Barthet Mrs. T., Bonello Carmen, Bonello Reno, Bonnici
Rita, Briffa Anne Marie, Briffa Antonella, Briffa
Bernardette, Bugeja Carmen, Bugeja Ray, Bugeja

(Ikompli fpagna 40)
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Ghawdex: Agius Mariah, Chetcuti Andreas Manuel Chetcuti Milena Tori, Chetcuti Wayne Jordan,
Curmi Ryan, Grech Nicholas, Grech Ylenia, Portelli Jaydon.

Malta: Abdilla Maria Kate, Ancilleri Michela, Attard Sara Marie, Attard Shaun, Azzopardi
Amber, Azzopardi Mariah, Azzopardi Matthis, Barbara Ben Joseph, Bonavia Jamie, Bonello
Benjamin, Bonello Ishmael Borg Gabriel Borg Jake, Bugeja Nathan, Cachia Matthias, Calleja
Matthias, Camenzuli Christian Paul, Camilleri Gianluca Camilleri Justin Lee, Camilleri Marius,
Caruana Jade, Caruana Rhiana, Cassar Nacyen, Chetcuti Jerome, Chircop Dajean, Cutajar James,
Debono Brooke, Degiorgio Emma Jo, Demicoli Kayleigh, Dowling Wayne, Enriquez Alex,
Farrugia Abigail, Farrugia Gabriel, Farrugia Gesmark, Farrugia Marija, Fenech Luca, Filippo
Jean, Galea Ylenia, Gauci Elisa, Grech Isaac, Grech Matthew, Grech Thea, Grima Baldacchino
Kate, Grima Baldacchino Maria, Inguanez Ella, Javanovic Lea, Kind Justin, Mayer Cassdidy,
Mifsud Elisa Jo, Mifsud Francesco, Mifsud Marija, Overend Nicholas, Parnis Julia, Salerno
Matteo, Saliba Noelene, Sammut Francesco, Scicluna Gulian, Spiteri Gabriel, Spiteri Krista
Vassallo Matteo Vella Faith Marie, Xerri Luca, Xerri Mattea, Zahra James.

(ikompli minn pagna 39)

Grazzi, Omm tieghi tas-Sema

Rebecca & Francesco, Buhagiar Marthese, Buonanno Marianne, Cachia Antonia, Camilleri Astrid,
Caruana Charmaine, Caruana Domenika, Cassar Josanne, Cassar Louis, Cassar Placide, Cauchi
Carmelo, Cauchi Mario & A., Chircop Lina, Cumbo Ermellina, Cutajar Fam., Debono Gorgina,
Degnara Pauline, Demicolo Anna, Ellul Lonza, Enriquez Fam., Facculliu Toni, Fanciulli Ronnie,
Farrugia Margaret, Farrugia Margerita, Formosa Emma, Galea Charles, Galea Mary, Galea Paul,
Galea Tereza, Gatt Raymonda, Gatt Ruth, Gouder Mary Rose, Grech Chantelle, Grech Gaetano,
Grech Sharlon, Grima Marija, Kitscher Amanda, Lanzon Marthese, Mangion Joseph, Mayer
Charmaine, Micallef Joe, Micallef Louis, Micallef Madelene, Mifsud Christen, Mifsud Marija,
Mifsud Sonia, Mifsud Stephen, Mifsud Violet, Mousu Tony, Mugliette Carmen, Muscat Antida,
Muscat Carmen, Muscat Emma, Muscat Nathaline, Nobbs Fam., Pace Carmel, Pace Lilian, Paris
Johnny, Psaila Victoria, Sacco Julie, Saliba Nazzarenu, Sammut Fam., Sammut Pascifico, Sammut
Tessie, SaysuAntonia, Schembri Anthony, Schembri Charles, Sciberras Filomena, Spiteri Emily,
Spiteri Leighton, Sultana Marianne, Sultana Mario, Tabone Saviour, Tanti John, Tedesco Marija,
Vassallo Joe, Xerri Elizabeth, Zammit Mary Rose.



Dear brother priests, the celebration of the 150® anniversary ofthe death of Saint John Mary Vianney
(1859) follows upon the celebration of the 150™ anniversary of the apparitions of Lourdes (1858). In
1959 Blessed Pope John XXIII noted that “shortly before the Curé of Ars completed his long and
admirable life, the Immaculate Virgin appeared in another part of France to an innocent and humble girl,
and entrusted to her a message of prayer and penance which continues, even a century later, to yield
immense spiritual fruits. The life of this holy priest whose centenary we are commemorating in a real way
anticipated the great supernatural truths taught to the seer of Massabielle. He was greatly devoted to the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin; in 1836 he had dedicated his parish church to Our Lady
Conceived without Sin and he greeted the dogmatic definition of this truth in 1854 with deep faith and
greatjoy.”’[50] The Curé would always remind his faithful that “after giving us all he could, Jesus Christ
wishes in addition to bequeath us his most precious possession, his Blessed Mother”.[51]

To the Most Holy Virgin I entrust this Year for Priests. I ask her to awaken in the heart of every priest
a generous and renewed commitment to the ideal of complete self-oblation to Christ and the Church
which inspired the thoughts and actions of the saintly Curé of Ars. It was his fervent prayer life and his
impassioned love of Christ Crucified that enabled John Mary Vianney to grow daily in his total self-
oblation to God and the Church. May his example lead all priests to offer that witness of unity with their
Bishop, with one another and with the lay faithful, which today, as ever, is so necessary. Despite all the evil
present in our world, the words which Christ spoke to his Apostles in the Upper Room continue to inspire
us: “In the world you have tribulation; but take courage, I have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33). Our faith
in the Divine Master gives us the strength to look to the future with confidence. Dear priests, Christ is
counting on you. In the footsteps of the Curé of Ars, let yourselves be enthralled by him. In this way you
too will be, for the world in our time, heralds of hope, reconciliation and peace!
With my blessing.

From the Vatican, 16 June 2009. BENEDICTYVS PP. XVI
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