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Being in God's image 
FRCHARLO 
CAMILLERI, 
O.CARM. 

Tod<1yS rrodin.gs:; Malnd1i f;J4b· 
:?:2b,S·JO; Psalm 131:J. 2, 3: f Tll<'S­
caloninn:: 2:-71H>, tl; Moltl1cw 
21-,.i,. fOb; Marthcw :?3:-M2 

Rm Asian's contfO\'l't'Sial Cod: A 
Human l:fislOI")' ('2017) e.xplor~ 
tht- idc:.a that humans throughout 
the ages hishiontid God in their 
i.Jnagt, ratht:r than lm other W'a)' 

arow,d as claimed by the Judeo• 
Christian tr3dilion. The author, a 
Shi"ite <'On"'rt to E\'a.ogcUcal 
Chrbtianity "bo l't\o't"l1ed back to 
Islam, is an lranian-Ame-rkan 
proftSSl.lr of cn:ati,-c Wl'iting at 
the UC RiVt'l"Side and scholar in 
SOl:iofogy of rdigion. 

Asian dis.sects fomas or reli• 
gious be.Lids to show tJ1at the 
gods or history are a m.irror 
iJua.ge of humans. Humanil)' in 
its pu1'Sui1. to union with the 

dMne, proje1.1.s its: own image 
and amplifies it on one Or more 
super beings. Asian a~ that 
tht ""Y forward for humanit)· is 
to adopt pantheism, whc-rtt\'tl") ... 
thing and t ·w1,:-one is dM.ne, ir• 
re.pectivc of belief or lack of it 
tht-rtof, This "ill finall)' tnabk 
us to reach divine union and live 
iu bannony e,-en on an ecoJogka.l. 
and en,•ironmental lt,,:l, 

The boOk rd1«.1S pei·haps the 
author's 1n)1!,tkal Sl.'nsibiUt}' as a 
Shi' ite journeying to and fro 
from 111am to E\.an.gclica.l Chris• 
tianil)' and back. gr.1.ppling with 
dhinc ineffabilit)•and unknowa• 
bility on the one ha.ud., aud Bibli­
cal and/or Qur.mk lilcr<J.Lism on 
the other. As-Ian himsc-Lf dis­
doscs: .. , have Spt'nt most of my 
spiritual life tryi.1.1g to br idge dte 
cti.asJn that I ilua.gi.ncd C'Xisu bc­
twc<n God and mt, either 
through f.aith or seholanhip or 
some combination of the two." 

Tue hi$to1y of niigioo.s is Cod's 
history as mucll as it is human. 
wht re ont <.uu1ot fathom images 
-and ronns shaping the sub;«:tive 
ilnpact of divine O)uectivity, Key 
to a balaut.-ed pcrSp;cth,: - al 

least from a CatJmlic .stanct" w is 
toprtSen't!thesuqjCt:th't!andthe 
objt'(.1ivc alt<>gcthfr. Tut poliU·LS· 
i.J.g 'eiU1er.or' humbly makes wa,· 
to a 'both•and' approach. Cod is 
thus pero.:h1:d as both u-.u1Sce0+ 
dent and immanent. bnages and 
forms ill'\! tools to bt used in om· 
religious and spiritual journeys 
to";ards human•dh'Lllt' uoiou. 
Hn't!. OJ)'1'"'1ks t'Umc to our asSis• 
tam:t' with thtir txperiem .. -e and 
tt'<1C:h.i.J1gs.. distandng us from 
ps)'t'.hologisntS1 SOciologiims. bi­
ologism.s and spil·itual..Lsms, 

Today's liturgy r:m:s us with 
iniagts and 1..-onctpts of a "'great 
kiDg". a caring "nursing motbn·"• 
a. "father", a "teacht'1·", and a 
..,masttt· .. in rdation to Cod and 
rdigiousauthorit)'.. llM:sccom,:y 
.sorutlhing ol God enabling us to 
tangibl)'COnnctt wilhdivi.ne t't\~ 

datfou. Je:1-us points: out to in-­
stances wbtn: thtst' bnagt's go 
u:nibly wrong, raililig to be 
pointtrs towards transceuden(.,:, 
bctoming ilistcad sdJ:rcfemitial 
and egottntrk tools for the ex, 
ploit and the control or others, 

D.i.s.torttd iniagts of GOd are al­
ways abusive and c.ausc incpara. 

The logic of Cain 
KLAUS 
VELLA BARDON 

1be bon,:ndoos news emanating from Caz.a 
as people f.K'C au unbtlk\•ablt human catas­
trophe of epic proportions, rills us with gi'tat 
Stdness aud ftclingsof ht lpks~mes:s. 

For those who dailu to be Christian, sul11 
an attitude is anathema. We a11: callt'd to be 
a:wru1:, tooc:eroed, and when'Vt'r poSSible, in• 
, ,oh-ed. To see iltjustice aDd ~-utrering and 
walk away, lit'S at the con: or the parJble of 
U1e Good Samaritan, ln no uncertain tt.mts. 
iudifftn::tl~ and ego~ ill't condemuC'd, 

In the face of the tr.tgcdy of war. \'iolt'm-c 
anti h3tn.:d, "'t! have to take astaud. Wt must 
appe.iJ for outrageous iQjuStit-es to be t'Ji:• 

posed, oondtmued and C'Vel)' etf011 $hould bt. 
made toaddreSS them. 

• 

bk.damage to incU\•idu.aJantlcol• 
lrt1i\-e hu.rnanit)I. Jt".SUS adVOl..~.ttt.'5 
the virtue of J1wnUity where one. 
to u~ the ApoStle's dt's:ignations, 
.sh<u'ts the good news ooming 
front God with caiing genlkm-ss.. 
by sharing one's life wiUi olhtn 
throo_gh thick and thin fo1· the 
good and bt'netit of a.II. 

In acknowkdging God as the 
'Oivint Other' drawing us to tJ.m• 
sccnd ounictvcs in a personal en• 
counter, "~ diSOO\'tr others a.s 
brotht.'1'S and Sisters, shan:rS ot 
tht one and the same humanity. 
journt)·i.J.1.g together the $amt 
path or life, They too impel us to 
go bq--ond om'Stl1/C$ and our ego• 
tistic tendencies and netd5. 

By acknowledgillg and apprcci• 
a ting what uoitts us - our t•om­
mon l1umanit)' w n't! can in hope­
mtwe to a more harmonious OO· 
tx.isttuot and a hofu.'tk tcologi• 
tal Sensitivity. The Clffi.stian 
Good News 11:sts (In the. premise 
that hwnau natun:is flmd.:unto,. 
tally good illld b less.td and that 
the i.J"isil>le God bt'came visible 
asi.um..ing our hwnanit)', 

CIWllO.tAltllERl@IM.tw.HT 

As bt'li~rs in a loving God, when One 
\ie-ws the au'OCities that human btilll(S can in­
ili<.1 on eacli otlu:r, one t-a.nnot but cry out: 
.. \\'here is Cod i.11 all this?' 

Politital eq,edfon<y often dcruands public 
opinion to blindly take Sides, or to COf:l\'t• 
nitntly a, 'Oid looking at Ult .stark farts dispas• 
siou.attl)', But whtn we IOOk. at the womids 
in.meted o,1:rtl1e('t'tlturit.'$On so many oom• 
mlulitits in so many ways. we nta)' ask our­
selves: "Is the11: hope-. is then: a way out? Qm 
v.~ lh't togrther in ham1on)1 "' Logic answers 
us with a rt'$ow1ding ' No'. 

A bloody handprint inside a house at the 
Nir Oz kibbutz near the Gaza Strip. 
PHOTO: GIL COHEN-MAGEN/AFP 

Athcisu wiU be only too 11:ady toRntiud us; 
th.at btlieru, God and religion isat tht 1,:x,t of 
this otl(Y or hatred and ,'lOJen<..'t'. Tht)' OOO\'('>, 
nit.ntly airbrush out ol their mcmOt) ' the 
horrors of WWII unleashed b)' the ideologies 
or Nazism and its eounttrpart communism 
that were anything but the:b'tk, 

One indulges in hatred so easily. \ 'try often, 
we do not bother to.seek n:conciliation "ith 
pe-opk ""-estrongl)' dett:St and disagret with, 

Some pt'Clplc stem blesstd with apparent 
perfect cquailimit)' and fttl no ill (tclings 
about anyone or an)1thil.1g. Yet, ou dost1· ex• 
amination, fot· tht< \,1st majority, Su.th seren• 
ity is the nsu.Jt of total i.ndiffen:m .. se- of ()(her 
people: and t.\,:nts .so long as these do not int• 
pingcouthcir appan:nthigh}yprottttedaud 
St'<-1JR life, 

Srt·wil-y i$ Ute logic tbal kad.S to the fright , 
fuJ anns rat't. that drains the toonomits or .so 
many nations, esp:cLilll)' or those who can 
le.tSt afford it. Such rM w't'.C'S should go to• 
wardst:duc-ation, health Stl'Vk!!':S and emp{l'W• 
eri.11g the di.Sad vantaged, Above au, we Should 
St'ek out recondliatiou and a\'Oid the tnp of 
tltt' blame game and nurtwfog res{-ntmcnt 
which SJ'\! SO taSily indulged in, 

In Uie tragk drama unfolding in Caza one 
must pray and hope for sudl a mirac:k. Q>n. 

trary to what people think. this has hap• 
peoe<L Desmond Tu.tu. the South African who 
t hampioncd the fight against the t,•il of 

apartheid, w,1s exemplary in promoting aud 
upholding r«ondliation. His ' Lord Lougf on! 
kctw-e' d eSCl'\'tS bt'iug revisited. 

In the.c.ise ol tht tragedy bttv,'Cffl I.SradiS 
and Palestirua.ns we can aooess the heart• 
n::nding witnt'$S or the Caz:an gynaecologist 
and obstetrician, lziddin Abuda.iSh, who lost 
thn:t of his daughtei'S in an lsndi bombing 
raid, mid that ol Judea Pearl, the father of tJ1e­
sla.in Jc:wi.Sbjom11alist Oa.niel. 

In both casts tht'st men sent usa p<w,'t!rful 
message that rcc:ontiUation is possible. The)' 
are uot alone in p.'al'C building, Theil' eoun•­
geous witness undtt-scores that the logic of 
Cain is not the answer. 
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QUOTES &NEWS 

Won1e11 deacons 

In an interview with tho 
National Catholic Reporter, 
Cardinal Robert McElroy 
answtred a question about 
ordaining women deaicons: 

"I think (in the synod] was 
a lot of fecq that (the di.a-­
conateJ should be focused 
not on liturgic-at things, as 
much as on servi~ the poor 
and the marginalised. So do 
we need to rft'Tlagine the di,• 
;)Cooato as a whole 7 

"Too question looked 
mudl different to a lot of us 
afler. Now, I'm in favour of 
M\ling womC'l"I as deacons as 
it is presently, but thvr• may 
00 a pathway ht'AI that 
~ dblJvery promising ~t 
would, I thilil,. invigorate in 
manyW'Tlportant w.ays t:h9di,o 
aconate as a v.•hole and pe~ 
haps provide a $Ntthway," 

Cryoftlle wol'ld 
Pope Francis conduded tht' 
first session of I.he 16th Or­
dinary Gene1al A~ty of 
the Synod of Bishops with a 
mus in St Peter•s Basilica 
last Sunday. The fdlowing is 
an e.xtract. from the homily: 

.. Ther• c:an bcmo lNt reU• 
gious e~rience that is deaf 
t.o the cry of the world. TherG 
is no love of God without 
<<1A1 and concem ~ our 
noighbour: otherwiH, we 
1isk becoming pharisaic. Wrt 
m.iy have plenty of good 
ideas oo how to reform tho 
Church, but let us remomber: 
to a.dore God and toll.MI our 
brother; and sisters with his 
love, that is the grea t and 
prtfcnniat reform, To bci a 
worshipping Church and a 
Church of service, washing 
the feet of wounded human­
ity, ;)Cto~nving those v.ho 
are fr.ail weak .ind cast 
aside, going out lovingly to 
C!l'lOIMlte, thrt poor, .. 

On non-violence 
Cardinai CharlH~Bo of 
Yangon in Myanmar, is advo­
calalg an atlit.udo of '"active 
non•vM>lence" in pursuing 
pr,au. "'Going ag;wlSt tho 
CUIT«rl, by adopting a mis,. 
slon d active non-violence, is 
key for woriling toward a 
more pcacerut world. Popo 
Franas•s ITlilf'IV doal'nents, 
e.xhortations. statemcnts 
and actions have boon im­
bued with the spirit and dv· 
namic: of non--violence," 
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