POSTAL DIARY
9™ JULY - 315T DECEMBER 2022
Compiled by John V. De Battista

1™ July

Two media communications were today released by MaltaPost informing the public
of temporary Sub Post Office closures. The first concerned the Sub Post Office at
‘D Spiral Stationery’ situated at Triq il-Vitorja, Birkirkara BKR 2691, where it was
notified that it will be closed on Friday 15% July.

As a close alternative on this day, the public was advised to use the postal services
provided from either the Birkirkara Post Office located at 58, Triq il-Wied,
Birkirkara BKR 9013 or from the Sub Post Office at ‘Landau Stationery’ located
at 84, Triq Dun Gejtanu Mannarinu, Birkirkara BKR 9085.

In its second media communication for the day, it was notified that the Sub Post
Office at ‘Needs Stationery’ located at 1, Triq il-Vajrita, Marsaskala MSK 3325,
will be closed between Thursday 14" and Saturday 16 July.

On these days, the public was advised that a close alternative was to make use
of the postal services provided from Marsaskala Post Office located at Triq Sant’
Antnin, Marsascala MSK 9059.

13 July
MaltaPost informed that the letterbox situated at Triq il-Katakombi, Salini, Naxxar
is now back in service.

(Reference entry dated 30" November 2021).

19" July

In a last minute communication, MaltaPost today notified
the public that a commemorative handstamp will be used
today, Tuesday 19 July, to commemorate the 100 years
from the purchase of the celebrated Palazzo Huesca by
the Vittoriosa Band Club. The handstamp will be used at
the Malta Postal Museum in Valletta.

The Palazzo, where the Vittoriosa Band Club known
as “Tal-Palma” is still currently located, was constructed in 1883. Apart from a
number of large halls, the Palazzo also boasts a majestic facade. The contract for its
purchase by the band club was done by Notary Cauchi who hailed from Cospicua,
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on 19" July 1922. The property was purchased by the Society from the heirs of
Michele Soler for the sum of one thousand five hundred pounds sterling, following
approval at a General Meeting held between the Society Members on June 29" of
the same year. The Payment, a considerable sum at the time, was executed with
the sum of £1000 paid in cash from the society’s funds, and a loan of £500 from
Giovanni Spiteri, a businessman from Vittoriosa.

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed “MITT SENA Palazzo Huesca
1922-2022” along the outside bordering the ring, and “* MALTAPOST —POSTAL
MUSEUM - MALTA »*” bordering the ring on the inner side. At the centre of the
hand stamp is the anniversary logo showing the facade of the building, set inside
the first zero and the word SENA in the second zero of the stylized number 100,
immediately beneath which was placed the name “PALAZZO HUESCA”. The
issue date “19-07-22” in a straight line follows right under the logo.

22" July

Today two media communications were released by MaltaPost.

In the first, the public that the Sub Post Office at ‘Steve Stationery’ situated at 7,
Dun Spir Sammut, Balzan BZN 1020, will be closed between Monday 25" and
Saturday 30" July.

On these days, the public was invited to make use of the postal services provided
trom the Birkirkara Post Office situated at 58, Triq il-Wied, Birkirkara BKR 9013.

The second communication informed the public that the Sub Post Office situated
at 12, Alessio’s Old Cottage, Parish Street, Mgabba MQB 1511 will be closed on
Friday 22 July.

On this day the public was advised to make use of the postal services provided from
the Zurrieq Post Office situated at 75, Main Street Zurrieq ZRQ 1317.

28" July
MaltaPost informed that the letterbox located in Dun Tarcis Agius Square,
Marsaskala has been temporarily removed.

The public was advised that if it so wishes it could make use of the letterbox located
at Triq il-Bajja, Marsaskala as a close alternative.

29" July
MaltaPost today announced that the €0.07 value stamp trom the Malta Meteorological

Office Centenary 1922-2022 set, first issued on 1% July 2022, has been reprinted. The
reprint consists of 800,000 stamps, in sheets of ten stamps bearing sheet numbers
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50001-130000, both numbers included. The stamps measure 35.0 mm x 35.0 mm
with a comb perforation of 13.75 x 13.75 and have been printed through the offset
process by Printex Limited on watermarked paper bearing Maltese Crosses.

The media communication further announced that the stamps from this reprint will
be available trom all Post Oftices in Malta and Gozo as from Saturday 30" July
2022 (i.e. the following morning). However, philatelists observed that on the date
advised it looks like most, if not all Post Offices, did not have any stamps from
this reprint available and so it was near impossible for First Day of Use covers to
be made by collectors. Embarrassed Post Office counter staff from many branches
informed philatelists wishing to prepare philatelic items using the reprint stamps,
that they had received the memo informing about the reprint very late from Head
Office for them to be in a position to submit their orders for the stamps to be
delivered in time, this resulting in the non-availability of the reprint at Post Offices
as advertised. Regrettably, to the consternation of philatelists and collectors, such
disappointingly late communications and repetitive blunders are highlighting
the sorry state to which the postal authorities have reduced themselves to when
it comes to fulfilling the needs and exigencies of the philatelic community. This
inappropriate attitude towards philatelists by the postal administration has now
become the order of the day, and is infuriating while also disheartening collectors
to persist in collecting contemporary Malta issues. For the record, it resulted that
most post offices actually received their orders and started selling these reprint
stamps on Tuesday 2™ August.

In its second media communication for the day, MaltaPost
notified that a commemorative handstamp will be used to
commemorate the 125" Anniversary of the arrival of the
Statue of Saint Mary in the Cathedral of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Gozo on Saturday 30™ July
from the Victoria Post Office.

The single-ring circular hand stamp is inscribed “125
SENA — STATWA TA’ SANTA MARIJA — KATIDRAL, GHAWDEX” along the
outside bordering the ring, and “* MALTAPOST — VICTORIA, GOZO - MALTA
*” bordering the ring on the inner side. At the top centre of the hand stamp is an
outline drawing of the facial part of the statue. The issue date “30-07-22” in a
straight line is to be found immediately beneath the drawing.

For the occasion, the Gozo Philatelic Society issued a limited edition of 100 cards
(GPS No. 156) in its Gozo-related philatelic card series. Card was designed by
Mr. Anthony Grech.
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4™ August
MaltaPost today issued two press communications regarding the temporary closure
of Sub Post Offices.

In the first it informed that the Sub Post Office at ‘D Spiral Stationery’ situated at
Triq il-Vitorja, Birkirkara BKR 2691, will be closed between Wednesday 10™ and
Saturday 20" August.

On these days, it was advised that the postal services provided from the Birkirkara
Post Office located at 58, Triq il-Wied, Birkirkara BKR 9013 or from the Sub Post
Office at ‘Landau Stationery’ which is located at 84, Triq Dun Gejtanu Mannarinu,
Birkirkara BKR 9085 could be availed of as a close alternative.

In its second media communication, it advised that the Sub Post Office situated
at ‘Electroit Stationery’ at Fredrick Meample Square, Qormi QRM 1011, will be
closed between Wednesday 10" and Tuesday 16™ August.

On these days the public was advised to make use of the postal services provided
from Qormi Post Office which is located at 343, Triq il-Vitorja, Qormi QRM 2504.

5" August

The Malta Postal Museum,
on its facebook page, today
announced the issue of the first
postcard (MPM No. 07) in its
new postcard series depicting
stamp designs by celebrated
artist Emvin Cremona. The card features the design of the three cents value stamp
from the Malta 1973 “Industries” definitive set. The stamp represents the tourism
industry, as symbolized through the popular activity of water skiing.

8™ August

It was announced that on the 12" August, MaltaPost will be issuing the sixth series
of stamps depicting religious statues found in various churches around Malta and
Gozo. This issue will feature the following processional statues: The Immaculate
Conception in Bormla, The Immaculate Heart of Mary in Burmarrad, Our Lady of
the Rosary in Gudja, Our Lady of Loreto in Ghajnsielem, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help in Ta’ Ker¢em, St. Leonard Abbot in Kirkop, The Transfiguration of Our Lord
in Lija, The Holy Trinity in Marsa, Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Zurrieq and St.
Mary Annunciation in Tarxien.

The stamps will be issued in a sheet of ten stamps, with each stamp measuring
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31mm x 44mm, having a comb perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 and bearing the Maltese
Cross watermark. The sheets measure 182mm x 115mm and were produced by
Printex Ltd through the offset printing process. The issue consists of 800,000
stamps and carry a face value of €0.37 each. Photography used for the stamps is
by Mark Micallef Perconte.

The previous five sets in this series were issued in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
respectively. Each set issued in the series also includes corresponding maximum
cards featuring an enlarged version of the image of the
individual stamps, together with a corresponding special
binder. With this issue, the series has up to now already
featured a total of seventy different statues from churches
around the Maltese archipelago.

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.7/2022). The
single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “MALTESE FESTA
SERIES VI 2022” along the outside bordering the ring
and “* MALTAPOST ---------=----- - MALTA *” on the lower inner side of the
ring. The words and issue date “JUM IL-HRUG/12-08-22" in straight lines are to be
found below a church belfry drawing positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp.
MaltaPost’s Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 426.

Two of the stamps have Gozo connections and feature the statue of Our Lady of
Loreto (Ghajnsielem) and Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Ta’ Ker¢em). As usual on
such occasions, the Gozo Philatelic Society announced that it will issue two cards
with these respective stamps cancelled with the First Day of issue postmark. The
cards (GPS Nos. 157 & 158) which were produced in a limited edition of 100 each,
were designed by Mr. Anthony Grech.

11* August
Today the public was informed that the Sub Post Office situated at ‘Papel Stationery’,

1, Triq is-Salvatur Qrendi, QRD 1701, will be closed on Tuesday 16™ August.

On the day the public was advised that if it so wishes it may use the postal services
provided from the Zurrieq Post Office located at 75, Main Street Zurrieq, ZRQ 1317.

12" August

Today MaltaPost issued two media communications. In the first it informed that the
letterbox situated at Pjazza Dun Tar¢is Agius, Marsaskala is now back in service.
(Reference entry dated 28" July 1922).
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The second media communication informed that the Sub Post Office at ‘Many
Things Stationery’ situated at Triq il-Knisja 1-Qadima, Siggiewi SGW 1704, will
be closed between Tuesday 16™ and Friday 19" August.

On thesc days, the public was advised to make usc of the postal scrvices provided
from the Zebbug Post Office located at Triq Sciortino, Zebbug ZBG 1962, as an
alternative.

16™ August

MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office at ‘Wigwam Stationery’ situated at Triq
il-Qroqq, Msida MSD 1702, will be closed between Thursday 18th and Monday
22nd August.

On these days, the public was advised that it may use the postal services provided
from the University Campus Post Office or from the Gzira Post Office located at
21, Pjazza Meme’ Scicluna, Gzira, GZR 1120, both being close alternatives.

19™ August

Intoday’s communication, MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office at ‘L-Ghajn
Stationery’ located at 100, Triq il-Kbira, Dingli DGL 1837, will be closed between
Monday 22" and Saturday 27" August.

The public was invited to use the postal services provided from the Rabat Post
Office located at Civic Centre, Misrah il-Parroc¢a, Rabat RB'1 1001 during this
period as a close alternative.

22" August

MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office at Willand Bargain Store, Dun M
Mifsud Street, Santa Lucija SLC 1440 will be closed between Thursday 25" August
and Saturday 3™ September.

On these days, the public was advised to alternatively make use of the postal
services provided from the Paola Post Office situated at 21, Civic Centre, Antoine
De Paule Square, Paola PLA 1266.

The Malta Communications Authority today published its “Key market indicators
for electronic communications and post: Q1 2018 to Q1 2022 (MCA publication
reference: MCA/R/22-4561). This is an excerpt from the report as regards the
goings on of the local post scenario:

“The postal sector is continuously competing with online sources, which have
seemingly risen since the beginning of the pandemic. Overall, postal mail volumes
recorded in 2021 were 3.4% lower in relation to volumes recorded in 2020, mainly
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as a result of' a continuation in the long-term volume decline in domestic mail,
specifically letter mail which experienced a 13% year-on-year drop. Furthermore,
this trend is exhibited in parcel mail, registered mail and bulk mail which also
contracted in yearly volumes from 2020 to 2021, by 8.4%, 5.8% and 0.8%
respectively. Mail volumes outside the scope of the universal service were up by
24.8% year-on-year, as mail volumes for mail items weighing less than 2kgs rosc
by 282,916, equivalent to 30.5% and volumes for bigger sized parcel mail items
increased by 117,938, equivalent to 17.1%.”

24™ August
MaltaPost today informed that the Sub Post Office at ‘Aquavel’, Triq San Bartilmew,
Gharghur GHR 1014, will be closed on Monday 29" August.

The public was advised that on this day, as an alternative, the postal services
provided from the Naxxar Post Office located in the Civic Centre, Vjal il-Wiehed
u Ghoxrin ta’ Settembru, Naxxar NXR 1018 could be made use of.

25" August

On its facebook page MaltaPost today posted that earlier this month, while
processing foreign mail, it encountered some peculiar “back to sender” mail. They
declared that this consisted of three postcards sent from Malta to France which
had originally been posted in January 1900. It was stated that these now historical
artefacts had been sent back by the French postal authorities to our country after
more than 122 years. This statement now has everyone wondermg what the real
story behind these postcards is. Questions raised include what was the reason for
them being held on to by the French postal administration and why did it take them
so long to be returned back to Malta if this was really the case?

In a comment on the news item which was made right under the post on tb by way
of reply a few hours later, a certain Ninette Zammit Camilleri hailing from Xaghra,
Gozo, claimed to be the legitimate owner of these cards and stated that she had
already informed MaltaPost about the whole story behind them through a private
message she sent them.

Nonetheless MaltaPost still did not publicly reply or comment on this assertion, but
maintained that the cards will be treasured and handled with care in the MaltaPost
archives; both for their historic value and their mysterious journey.

https://www.facebook.com/maltapost/
photos/a.1720598084834891/3419953081566041/

Note: In a later comment made on the 27" August by Ninette Zammit Camilleri on
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the same fb post, without going into any further details she stated that “the issue has

now been resolved thanks to MaltaPost's efficient staff”’. Queried to provide further

details on this story, no replies or statements have been forthcoming from neither

Ms. Camilleri nor MaltaPost, leaving more than serious doubts in the minds of
inquisitive postal historians as to the veracity and correctness of the whole affair as

presented in the MaltaPost fb post. The yet unanswered question remains: Was this

story a gaff, the result of an erroneous conclusion arrived at hastily by MaltaPost
or a genuine long overdue mail return incident having historical significance?

What is holding both protagonists in the story from publicly revealing the whole

truth behind what really happened?

1** September »

On the 5% September, MaltaPost will be marking the life of Mother Teresa by
commemorating the 25" anniversary of her passing through a specially designed
stamp which is being issued in a miniature sheet format.

Born Anjezé€ Gonxhe Bojaxhiu in Skopje, in 1910, Mother Teresa, as she later
came to be known, was an Albanian-Indian Roman Catholic nun who spent most
of her life in India. At the age of eighteen she left home to join the Sisters of Loreto
at Loreto Abbey in Rathfarnham, Ireland, to learn English. She was intent on
becoming a missionary and English was the language of instruction of the Sisters
of Loreto in India.

In 1979 she was the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. Mother Teresa died in
September 1997 due to heart failure and in 2016 was canonized by Pope Francis
in St Peter’s Square, Vatican City. She remains one of the most widely admired
personalities of the 20™ century.

This stamp and miniature sheet were designed by
Shanice Farrugia. The stamp within the miniature sheet
measures 31 mm x 44 mm, with a comb perforation of
13.9 x 14.0 and bears the Maltese Cross watermark. The
miniature sheet itself measures 120 mm x 80 mm and
was printed through the offset process by Printex Ltd.
The issue consists of 30,000 miniature sheets, with each
sheet bearing a face value of €3.00.MaltaPost prepared
an occasion hand stamp to cancel the stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC
No0.8/2022). The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “25™ ANNIVERSARY
DEATH OF ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA” along the outside bordering the ring
and “* MALTAPOST --------------- - MALTA ><” on the lower inner side of the
ring. 'The words and 1ssue date “JUM IL-HRUG/05-09-22" 1n straight lines are to
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be found below an outline image of a portrait of St. Teresa positioned at the top
centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost’s Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its
Stamp Bulletin No. 427.

In its second media communication for the day, MaltaPost informed that the
Birkirkara Sub Post Office situated at ‘D Spiral Stationery’, Triq il-Vitorja,
Birkirkara BKR 2691 will no longer operate as a Sub Post Office as from Thursday
1% September 2022.

Furthermore it was stated that if MaltaPost are unsuccessful in delivering
postal items that require a signature or do not fit into letterboxes in the locality,
arrangements have been made for such items to be collected from the Birkirkara
Post Office located at 58, Triq il-Wied, Birkirkara BKR 9013.

Alternatively, one may choose to get such items delivered to a 24/7 Easipik locker.

1%t - 7* September B it £ Al T
New postage paid stationery with a new version of the | '
postage indicia was issued for sale to the public. The
issue was not publicly announced and was issued off
the shelf by MaltaPost Stores to counters requesting
replenishment stock. The revised indicia reflects the
design of the provisional overprinted one used a few
weeks ago and consists of a slightly ditterent red
horizontal spiral design strip superimposed with the 1921 Edward Caruana Dingli
emblematic figure of Malta design to the right. The 37 cent face value in black is
placed at the top left hand corner of the indicia while the word MALTA, also in
black, is to be found at the lower left hand bottom corner. Retail price of the prepaid
envelopes, which may be found in both the standard and window envelope versions,
was kept at 52 cents each same as that of the provisional issue of the 1% July.

2" September
MaltaPost informed that the letterbox situated in Triq Il-Hammieri, Qormi has been
temporarily removed.

The public was informed that it may wish to use the letterbox situated at Triq il-
Barrakki, Qormi as a close alternative.

In a second media communication, it also informed that the Sub Post Ottice “Allstat
Stationery’ situated at Triq il-Lampara, Bahar i¢-Caghaq NXR 5134 will be closed
between Saturday 3™ and Saturday 10™ September.

On these days, the public was advised that if it so wishes it may use the postal
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services provided from the Naxxar Post Office located in the Civic Centre, Vjal
il-Wiehed u Ghoxrin ta’ Settembru, Naxxar NXR 1018.

The Malta Postal Museum,
on its facebook page, this
morning announced that
today it will issue the
second postcard (MPM
No. 08) in its postcard
series depicting stamp
designs by celebrated artist
Emvin Cremona (1919-1987). The card features the design of the four cents value
stamp from the Malta 1973 “Industries” definitive set. The stamp represents the
yachting industry

ASa s s ss e el s

6™ September

MaltaPost today informed that the Sub Post Office located at 51, Triq Gorg Borg
Olivier, Melliecha MLH 1024 will be closed between Friday 09" and Monday 12
September.

On these days, as a close alternative the public could make use of the postal services
provided from the Mellieha Post Office located at 100, Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida,
Mellicha MLTT 1107.

7™ September

As a member of SEPAC (Small European Postal Administration Cooperation) and
in keeping with its annual tradition of participating in a joint stamp issue, MaltaPost
announced that it will issue a set of four stamps titled “Local Beverages” on the
13 September. The designs of this Malta set are decidedly retro with four bottles
taking centre stage against a flatly rendered, yet colourful, local backdrop.

The stamp set was designed by Daniel Spiteri with stamps issued in a sheet of ten
stamps. Each stamp measures 31mm x 44mm, has a comb perforation of 13.9 x
14.0 and bears the Maltese Cross watermark. The sheets measure 185mm x 118mm
and were produced by Printex Ltd through the offset printing process. The issue
consists of 500,000 of the €0.37 stamp, 100,000 of the €0.57 stamp, 300,000 of
the €1.40 stamp and 60,000 of the €2.00 stamp.

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the stamps on the first day
of issue (on FDC No.9/2022). The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “SEPAC
— TLOCAI. BEVERAGES” along the bottom outside of the ring border and “
MALTAPOST ----------mm-- - MALTA *” on the lower inner side of the ring. The
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words and issue date “JUM II-HRUG/013-09-22” in
straight lines are to be found below an outline image of
a beverage bottle display positioned at the top centre of
the hand stamp. MaltaPost’s Philatelic Bureau featured
the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 428.

JUM ILHRUG
13-09-22

16" September

On Monday 19" September MaltaPost will be issuing
a Miniature sheet bearing one stamp in Memory of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth I who died on 8" September.
Princess Elizabeth Alexandra Mary was born in London on April 21 1926, the elder
daughter of Prince Albert, Duke of York, and his wife, Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon.

As the child of a younger son of King George V, she had little prospect of acceding
to the throne. However, once her uncle Edward VIII abdicated on December 11%,
1936, her father became King George VI and she, in turn, the heir presumptive.

In 2015, she also became the longest-serving British monarch in history, passing the
record set by her great-great-grandmother Queen Victoria. As head of state and head
of nation, Queen Elizabeth Il was widely regarded as a symbol of stability, working
tirelessly to ensure the monarchy remained relevant during a period of immense
social, technological, and economic change. The Queen’s reign saw fifteen different
UK prime ministers, from Winston Churchill to Liz Truss. Away from her official
duties, she was a devoted wife and mother, and dedicated grandmother to eight
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. At the time of her death, Queen Elizabeth
held a number of other titles which have now automatically passed to her son and
heir, King Charles III. She was head of the Commonwealth, commander-in-chief
of the British Armed Forces, and supreme governor of the Church of England. She
was also patron of more than six hundred charities and organisations.

The stamp within the miniature sheet measures 31mm x 44mm, has a comb
perforation of 13.09 x 14.00 and bears the Maltese Cross watermark. The miniature
sheet itself measures 80mm x 120mm and was produced in the offset process
by Printex Ltd. The issue, designed in-house by MaltaPost, consists of 20,000
miniature sheets with the singular stamp bearing a face
value of €5.00.

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.10/2022).
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “IN MEMORY
OF HM QUEEN ELIZABETH IT 1926 - 2022” along the
bottom outside of the ring border and “* MALTAPOST

4, <
" QUEE e
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——————————————— - MALTA *” on the lower inner side of the ring. The words and issue
date “JUM IL-HRUG/19-09-22” in straight lines are to be found below an outline
image of a the Queen’s signature positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp.
MaltaPost’s Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 429.

29 September

As authorised by the Malta Communications Authority, with effect from Saturday
1% October, the following rates for Foreign Letter Mail and Postcards shall be
applicable:

The below are the new rates for Foreign Letter Mail and Postcards:

Up to ZONE Al | ZONEA2 | ZONEB | ZONE C | ZONE D
(grams) | (European | (remaining
Countries) non-
European
Countries)
Postcards €1.40 €1.40 €1.40 €1.40 €1.40
20 €1.40 €1.40 €1.40 €1.40 €1.40
30 €140 €1.70 €1.80 €1.89 €2.03
40 €1.70 €1.70 €1.80 €1.89 €2.03
60 €1.70 €2.00 €2.20 €2.38 €2.76
>60g, up
to 2Kg,
for each 30c 30c 0.40c 0.49¢ 0.68c
additional
20g

Also, effective Saturday 1% October, the following rates shall apply in respect of
Domestic Bulk Letter Mail:

New Price
0-50g €0.33
50 - 100g €0.53
>100g, up to 2K G, for each additional 50g €0.20

1% October

After a successful celebration of the 150" anniversary of the postcard in 2019, it
was decided to launch the World Postcard Day which was to be held annually on
every October 1%,
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For the oc_casion of marking World Postcard Day 2022, the Malt Postal Museum
& Arts Hub released two specially designed post cards. The designs are the work

of Daniel Spiteri

Also for the occasion, MaltaPost prepared an occasion
hand stamp to cancel postal and philatelic items at the
Malta Postal Museum. The single-ring hand stamp
is inscribed “WORLD POSTCARD DAY along the
bottom outside of the ring border and “* MALTAPOST —
MALTA POSTAL MUSEUM - MALTA *” on the lower o1 '.;5'_"5;
inner side of the ring. The words and issue date “JUM IL- A
HRUG/01-10-22” in straight lines are to be found below
an image of the World Postcard Day logo positioned at
the top centre of the hand stamp.

6™ October

Today MaltaPost issued a commemorative handstamp to mark the Arraiolos Group
meeting being held in Malta today. For the record, the use of the handstamp became
known only because it appeared on the MaltaPhilately sales site on the day. The
Arraiolos Group is composed of the Heads of State of Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Poland,
Portugal, Slovenia, and Malta. During the Malta meeting, Slovakia will become
the latest addition to the group.

The formation brings together Heads of State of European Union Member States,
who do not have exclusive executive powers. The name of this group is derived
from the Portuguese town of Arraiolos, which is where the Heads of State originally
convened in 2003. At the time, it was only six Presidents that formed this grouping.

Malta joined the Arraiolos Group in 2015. Soon after, it was Malta’s turn to host
its first Arraiolos Meeting in September 2017. His Excellency George Vella joined
other Heads of State that convened in Athens in 2019 and in Rome in 2021 where
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it was unanimously agreed that the following meeeting,
the 17", would be held in Malta. No Arraiolos Meeting
was held in 2020 due to the restrictions imposed by the
COVID pandemic.

The occasion hand stamp to cancel postal and philatelic
items was in use at the Malta Postal Museum. The single-
ring hand stamp is inscribed “ARRAIOLOS GROUP
MEETING MALTA 2022” along the bottom outside of
the ring border and “** MALTAPOST — POSTAL MUSEUM - MALTA *” on
the lower inner side of the ring. The issue date “06-10-22” in a straight line is to
be found below an outline image of a covered balcony positioned at the top centre
of the hand stamp.

Through a media communication release, MaltaPost today announced that it had
set up a new Sub Post Office in Marsaxlokk. Within this Sub Post Office clients
can avail themselves of numerous postal services such as local and international
ordinary and registered mail and the sale of postage stamps.

The new Sub Post Office will be located at ‘Old Trafford Stationery’, 41, Triq
1-Arznell, Marsaxiokk MXK 1401. Postal services will be available at this new
Sub Post Office as from Monday 10" October 2022,

The Sub Post Office’s opening hours will be as follows:

Monday to Friday

08:15 a.m.-01:00 p.m. - 04:15 p.m.-07:00 p.m.
Saturday

08:15 a.m. - 01:00 p.m.

12t October
MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office at ‘Aquavel’, Trig San Bartilmew,
Gharghur GHR 1014, will be closed between the 14% and 17" October.

On these days, the public was advised that it may use the postal services provided
from the Naxxar Post Office located in the Civic Centre, Vjal il-Wiehed u Ghoxrin
ta’ Settembru, Naxxar NXR 1018.

25" October

In a departure from the more traditlonal choice themes, MaltaPost today announced
that on the 29 October it will be issuing a set of three stamps that are taken squarely
from the contemporary world of comics. The artworks have been selected from
Impressions of an Island - a publication by Heritage Malta in collaboration with
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Wicked Comics. They illustrate three images, all of which refer in some way to
our local culture.

The stamps comprising the set are designed by Fabio Agius, Lee Townsend and
Mario Torrisi They will be issued in sheets of ten stamps, with each stamp measuring
31mm x 44mm. The stamps have a comb perforation measuring 13.9 x 14.0 and
are printed on paper bearing the Maltese Cross watermark. The sheets themselves
measure 185mm x 118mm and were produced by Printex Ltd through the offset
process. In all, the issue consists of 500,000 of the €0.05 stamp by Fabio Agius,
30,000 of the €1.70 stamp by Lee Townsend and 300,000 of the €2.50 stamp by
Mario Torrisi.

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.11/2022).
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “COMIC ART
IN MALTA 2022” along the bottom outside of the ring
border and “* MALTAPOST --------------- - MALTA
” on the lower inner side of the ring. The words and issue
date “JUM IL-HRUG/29-10-22” in straight lines are to
be found below an outline image of the Malta Comic
Con Logo positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp.
MaltaPost’s Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 430.

28™ October

In its media communication for today, MaltaPost informsed that, by agreement with
the Malta Communications Authority, as of 1 November, the Post Office locatuated
at Smart City will be open on Tuesdays between 7.30 am and 1.00 pm. For thiose
wishing to make use of postal services in the vicinity but outside these Post Office
opening times, the nearest Sub Post Office is located at Troy DVD Rentals, 1, Triq
il Kappuccini, Kalkara, KKR 1502 whose opening hours as follows:

Monday to Friday:

8.30am - 12.00pm and 4.00pm - 7.00pm
Saturday:

8.30am - 12.00pm

*\FQA
> 23 EXHIBITION <
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3" November

MaltaPost notified that a commemorative handstamp
will be issued on Friday 4" November at the Victoria
Post Office which is located at 5, Sir Adrian Dingli
Street, Rabat, Gozo VCT 1441 to commemorate the 23"
Exhibition of the Gozo Philatelic Society Exhibition.
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The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “G.P.S. 23*> ANNUAL EXHIBITION
- 20227 along the bottom outside of the ring border and “* MALTAPOST —
VICTORIA, GOZO - MALTA *” on the lower inner side of the ring. The issue
date “04-11--22” in a straight line is to be found below an image of the 23 GPS
Exhibition logo positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. The postmark design
is by the GPS Vice President Mr. Anthony Grech.

S 4™ November

%ﬁ’ ”‘Im Today was the first day of the 23" Annual Philatelic
“ v i wovemssn zoza - Exhibition organized by the Gozo Philatelic Society,
which will be held between the 4™ and 11" November.
To commemorate the occasion the GPS issued a limited

HIBITION
ol
Soctert

Saturday & Sunday - 9.00 am to 1145 am.

ASPLCIALPOSTMARK BY - WiLL BE SSULD ON
'THE FIRST DAY OF THE EXMIBITION

041122

et iiian i

edition card featuring
the Gozo boat as
depicted ona 1926 Malta
stamp, over a globe,
the whole assemblage
being superimposed
on a scene of Mgarr
Harbour. The limited
edition card, of which only 100 were printed, is numbered 159 in the GPS series
and is franked with a personalized stamp showing the Map of Malta from the 2010
occasions series. A total of 200 personalized stamps only were commissioned,
out of which 100 were used on the commemorative cards. The vignette of the se-
tenant stamp which is based on a photograph by Daniel Cilia, depicts the facade
of the Ministry for Gozo located in St. Francis Square, Victoria, in whose Hall the
exhibition is held. The card, as those issued for the previous editions, was designed
by the Society’s Vice President Mr. Anthony Grech.

5™ November

MaltaPost continued to invest in upgrading its branches with the opening of a new Post
Office situated at 19, Misrah Gregorio Boniéi, Zejtun ZTN 1051. The new Post Office will
be replacing the previous outlet located at 37 Triq San Lucjan, Zejtun ZTN 1834.

This Post Office will be offering all postal services including registered local and
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international mail, collection of undelivered mail items, encashment of Central Bank of
Malta cheques and money transfers. It will also offer a selection of philately products as
well as items for home or office use such as stationery and greeting cards.

Zejtun residents will also benefit from a 24/7 Fasipik parcel locker service The Parcel
Lockers will be installed in this new Post Office in the coming weeks.

The new Zejtun Post Office will be open as from Tuesday 08" November, from Monday
to Saturday between 7.30 and 13.00.

9" November

MaltaPost today informed the public that the Sub Post Office at “Needs Stationery’,
located at 1, Triq il-Vajrita, Marsaskala MSK 3325 will be closed on Saturday 12
November.

On this day, Marsaskala residents were invited to use the postal services provided
from the Marsaskala Post Office located at Triq Sant’ Antnin, Marsaskala MSK
9059 as a close alternative.

10" November

In today’s media communication, MaltaPost informed that the letterbox, which was
previously located at 37, Triq San Lucjan, Zejtun ZTN 1834, has been relocated to
19, Misrah Gregorio Boni¢i, Zejtun ZTN 1051.

In a separate communication, it also it also intormed that the letterbox situated in
Triq il-Gurgier c¢/w Triq Bir Hieles, Birzebbuga has been temporarily removed.

In this case the public was advised that if it so wishes it may make use of the
letterbox situated at Triq San Frangisk Saverju, Birzebbuga as a close alternative.

12™ November

Today the public was informed that the Sub Post Office located at 12, Alessio’s
Old Cottage, Parish Street, Mqabba MQB 1511 will be closed between Monday
14" and Wednesday 16™ November.

On these days the public was advised that as a close alternative it may use the
postal services provided from the Zurrieq Post Office, which is located at 75, Main
Street, Zurrieq ZRQ 1317.

18™ November

MaltaPost announced that the Qormi Sub Post Office situated at ‘Electroit
Stationery’, Pjazza Fredrick Maemple, Qormi QRM 1011 will no longer operate
as a Sub Post Office as from Monday 21 November 2022.
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If the case of unsucessful delivery of postal items requiring a signature to addresees
or where items do not fit the letterbox, it has been notified that arrangements have
been made for the collection of such items to be made from the Qormi Post Office
located at 343, Triq il-Vitorja, Qormi QRM 2504. Another alternative proposed is
for items to be delivered Lo a 24/7 Easipik locker.

231 November

The letterbox, which was previously located at Triq Lorenzo Gafa’, Siggiewi has
been relocated to Triq il-Kbira, Siggiewi opposite to Many Things Sub Post Office.

In a separate media communication, MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office
at ‘C@C Stationery’, situated at Trejqet Fleur De Lys, St. Venera SVR 1580 will
be closed on Friday 25" November.

On this day, Santa Venera residents were informed that they may use the postal
services provided from the Hamrun Post Office situated at 18, Triq il-Ferrovija,
Hamrun HMR 1900.

24" November

Today MaltaPost announced that it has a new Sub Post Office in St. Paul’s Bay.
Within this Sub Post Office clients can avail themselves of numerous postal services
such as local and international ordinary and registered mail and the sale of postage
stamps.

The new Sub Post Office will be located at ‘Exclusive Stationery’, 27, Dawret il-
Gzejjer, St. Paul’s Bay SPB 2502. Postal services will be available at this new Sub
Post Office as from Monday 28" November with opening hours from Monday to
Sunday being from 08:00 a.m. to 08:00 p.m.

25%" November

MaltaPost notified that a commemorative handstamp will be issued on Saturday 26"
November at the Victoria Post Office located at 5, Sir Adrian Dingli Street, Rabat, Gozo
VCT 1441 to celebrate Christmas in Gozo 2022.

The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “MILIED
F’GHAWDEX 2022” along the bottom outside of the
ring border and “* MALTAPOST — VICTORIA, GOZO
- MALTA *” on the lower inner side of the ring. The
issue date “26-11--22” in a straight line is to be found
below an image of the Holy Family positioned at the top
centre of the hand stamp.

In its second media communication, MaltaPost notified
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that on the 29" November it will be issuing a set consisting of two stamps together
with a miniature sheet which also bears two stamps within it, titled “Christmas
2022 - Santa’s Workshop”. The artwork for the issue was designed by Fabio Agius,
a long-time staff member of MaltaPost.

The busy workshop depicted in the miniature sheet is set inside a wintry landscape
as Santa busies himself reading a letter in front of a roaring fire. Elves are painting
toys and packing sacks ready for their Christmas Eve delivery, while garlands,
wreaths, candy sticks and bells animate the cosy scene. The two other stamps in
the issue are details from the miniature sheet itself, one depicting Santa in his chair
(€0.37) and the other showing one of the elves opening a shiny red letterbox (€1.40).

The stamps will be issued in a sheet of ten stamps, with each stamp measuring 31mm
X 44mm, having a comb perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 and bearing the Maltese Cross
watermark. The stamp sheets measure 185mm x 118mm while the Miniature sheet
measures 160mm x 86mm. Both the stamps and miniature sheet were produced by
Printex Ltd in the offset process. The issue consists of 120,000 of the €0.37 stamp,
60,000 of the €1.40 stamp and 15,000 Miniature sheets (€1.00 x 2).

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.12/2022). The
single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “CHRISTMAS 2022
— SANTA’S WORKSHOP” along the bottom outside of
the 1ing border and “on the lower inner side of the ring.
The words “* MALTAPOST -----------=--- - MALTA »*
” and issue date “JUM IL-HRUG/29-11-22" in straight
lines are to be found below a classical stylized face of
Christmas Father positioned at the top centre of the hand
stamp. MaltaPost’s Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No.
431.

The final media communication released for the day also relates to the Christmas
Season. In it MaltaPost announced that on the 16" December, a miniature sheet
titled “The Nativity of Jesus Christ” will be issued. The sheet will bear three stamps
depicting terracotta works by Maltese sculptor Joseph Scerri.

Scerri was born in Rabat and received his early training under Anton Agius, Anthony
Calleja and Joseph Casha at the Malta School of Art. He has spent the past thirty
years working primarily in bronze and is responsible for the monuments of Anton
Agius, Kilin and Joseph Howard.

This terracotta triptych shows the first visitors to the holy crib. Awestruck shepherds
on the left and gift-bearing kings on the right, flank the central panel showing the
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holy family. A manger with stable animals and a princely procession on camels
completes the background design of the miniature sheet which is topped by the
quintessential star!

The stamps within the miniature sheet measure 44 mm x 31 mm, have a comb
perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 and bear the Maltese Cross watermark. The miniature
sheet itself measures 120 mm x 80 mm and was produced through the offset process
by Printex Ltd. The issue consists of 15,000 miniature sheets with each of the three
stamps bearing a value of €1. 00.

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.13/2022). The
single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “THE NATIVITY OF
JESUS CHRIST” along the bottom outside of the ring
border and “* MALTAPOST --------------- - MALTA >*
”” on the lower inner side of the ring. The words and issue
date “JUM IL-HRUG/16-12-22" in straight lines are to
be found below an outline image of the Holy Family
positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp. MaltaPost’s
Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 432.

2" December

MaltaPost today notified that a commemorative handstamp will be issued on
Saturday 3™ December at the Victoria Post Office situated at 5, Sir Adrian Dingli
Street, Rabat, Gozo VCT 1441 to celebrate the 175" Anniversary of the Immaculate
Conception Statue at Victoria, Gozo.

The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “175 SENA —
STATWA TAL-KUNCIZZJONI - RABAT, GHAWDEX”
along the bottom outside of the ring border and “*
MALTAPOST — VICTORIA, GOZO - MALTA **” on
the lower inner side of the ring. The issue date “03-12-
-22” in a straight line is to be found below an image of
the upper part of the statue of Our Lady of Conception
positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp.

_VNAS $2;

5" December

MaltaPost informed that the Sub Post Office situated at San Lawrenz Local Council,
22A Lady of Sorrow Street, San Lawrenz, Gozo SLZ 1261 will be closed between
Wednesday 7" December and Friday 9™ December.

On these days the public was advised that it may make use of the postal services
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provided from the Victoria Post Office situated at 5, Sir Adrian Dingli Street,
Victoria, Gozo VCT 1441 as an alternative.

12™ December

MaltaPost informed that by agreement with the Malta Communications Authority,
all Post Offices will be closed and there will be no collection or delivery of mail
on Monday 26" December 2022 and Monday 2™ January 2023.

Normal service will resume on Tuesday 27" December 2022 and Tuesday 3™
January 2023, respectively.

17* December

Today MaltaPost released a miniature sheet titled “Centenary of the First
Performance of the National Anthem of Malta”. The sheet bears two stamps, one
depicting a portrait of the national poet Dun Karm Psaila (b. Haz-Zebbug 1871 - d.
Valetta 1961), who wrote the words for the short melody composed by Dr. Robert
Samut (b. Floriana, 1869 - d. Sliema 1934).

Both lyricist and composer were well known personalities on the Island. Carmelo
Psaila, better known as Dun Karm was a Maltese priest, writer, and poet, sometimes
called ‘the Bard of Malta’. He taught at the Archbishop’s Seminary, worked at the
National Library of Malta and was one of the founding members of the Ghaqda
tal-Kittieba tal-Malti. Initially, he wrote only in Italian but he later penned several
popular religious hymns in Maltese. He continued to write prolifically in Maltese,
producing works conscious of a Maltese identity of which the Innu Malti is one.

The composer Robert Samut was a Maltese doctor and musician. He studied
medicine at the Royal University of Malta and the University of Edinburgh, where
he graduated with an MB ChB, receiving a medal for excelling in anatomy. From
his youth he had shown musical inclinations and had wanted to study music, but
his father did not approve, and consequently he pursued a career in medicine.
Samut went on to have an illustrious career in the military and also as Professor of
Pathology at the Royal University of Malta.

In 1922, Samut had composed a short melody. Dun Karm was asked to write
lyrics that would fit with Samut’s short melody; which was then adopted by the
Malta Department of Education as an anthem to be sung by students in Malta’s
schools. The hymn quickly gained popularity and was already being sung in small
gatherings in December 1922, mostly in government schools. The first time it was
heard in public was on 27" December 1922 and again on 6™ January 1923, during
two concerts held at the Manoel Theatre in Valetta.
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The Maltese government declared the hymn as the official Maltese anthem on
22" February 1941. In 1942, it was printed for ‘piano e canto’ with an English
translation by May Butcher. This publication helped spread its popularity. The 1964
Independence Constitution subsequently confirmed it as the National Anthem of
Malta.

The stamps within the miniature sheet measure 31 mm x 44 mm, have a comb
perforation of 13.9 x 14.0 and bear the Maltese Cross watermark. The miniature
sheet itself, which was designed inhouse by MaltaPost, measures 120 mm x 80 mm
and was produced through the offset process by Printex Ltd. The issue consists of
15,000 miniature sheets with each stamp bearing a value of €3.00.

MaltaPost prepared an occasion hand stamp to cancel the
stamps on the first day of issue (on FDC No.14/2022).
The single-ring hand stamp is inscribed “CENTENARY |
OF THE FIRST PERFORMANCE OF THE NATIONAL (] x
ANTHEM OF MALTA” along the bottom outside of the £
ring border and ““* MALTAPOST -------—----—- -MALTA
*” on the lower inner side of the ring. The words and
issue date “JUM IL-HRUG/27-12-22” in straight lines
are to be found below the title and image of the opening
musical notation of the anthem positioned at the top centre of the hand stamp.
MaltaPost’s Philatelic Bureau featured the issue in its Stamp Bulletin No. 433,
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