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Messagg
Mill-E.T.

Mons. Isqof
Nikol G. Cauchi

Il-kittieba tal-Knisja Kattolika
kienu jghidu “De Maria numquam
satis”. Qatt ma nkunu ghidna biz-
dejjed dwar il-Madonna. It-taghlim
duarha gatt ma jispicéa jew jin-
temm. Barra min hekk kull nisrani,
li ghandu vera devozzjoni lejn din I-
Imgaddsa Omm taghna, jiehy gost
jisma u jagra dwarha u dejjem isib
i haga ¢gdida x’jitghallem minnha.

Fil-ggejjer taghna, wiehed mill-
postijiet privileggijati fejin l-insara
jaghtu qgima kontinwae lill-Siding
Marija, huwag s-santwariu ta’ Pinu.
Kulnhadd fostna ftit jew wisqg ghandu
ghal galbu dan il-post phaziz, xhieda
tad-devozzioni  tal-Maltin vy 1I-
Ghawdzxin lejn il-Vergni Mbierkaq.

Dan il-perjodiku jenhtieg jilhag
dewg skopijiet: i jaghti taghlim or-
ganizzat dwar il-Madonna u li j2omm
il-garrejia informali bl-attivitajiet
Ii dkunu jitwettqu fis-Santwarju
taghha.

Nittamaw 1i bil-ghaijnuna t’'Alla
u ta’ Ommu Marija Santissima kif
wkoll bGil-koperazzjoni tad-devoti
tas-Santwariu ta’ Pinu, dawn iz-
dewd skopijiet jigu milhuqa.

¥ Nikol G. Cauchi
Isqof ta’ Ghawdezx.
30 - 3 - 1980




I1-Kelma tar-Rettur

Minn mindu 1-Omm taghna Marija ghogobha titfa’ I1-harsa
taghha fuq il-Kappella ¢kejkna Ta’ Pinu, dawk li kienu responsabbli
minnha hassew il-bzonn li lehen il-Madonna ma Jjibqax maghlug
galb l-erba’ hitan taghha, imma jitferrex ukoll ma’ kull rokna tal-
gzejjer Maltin.

Tlitt snin biss, warg i Marija sejhet lil gacddejja taghha
Karmni Grima, bdiet tigi ppublikata r-revista tas-Santwarju, 1i bar-
ra li kienet taghti taghrif fuq is-Santwarju, kienet ukoll twassal 1ill-
garrejja taghlim fuq il-Madonna. Imma din ir-revista, 1i kienet ip-
pubblikata ghal hafna snin, ghalkemm taht diversi ismijiet, «Il-
Messaggier ta’ Marija”, “Id-Devot ta’ Marija” u “Il-Madonng ta’
Pinu”, kellhg tieqaf fis-sena 1940.

In-nuggas ta’ dan il-perjodiku dejjem hallg vojit fil-hajja tas-
Santwarju, izda forsi gatt dags fi zminijietng ma nhass il-bgzonn 1i
din ir-revista terga tigi f’idejn il-poplu, biex Marija terga togrob
lejna, u tidhol go darna biex tghallimna, tikkonsolana u tharisna.
It-tixrid tal-vizzju, t-thassir tal-kostumi, l-ugiegh tal-moraliti
wasslu I-parti 1-kbira tal-umanita biex twarrab ghall-genb il-valuri
spiritwali u taga’ ghal gid effimeru biex tissodisfa 1l-istint cgoista
taghna. U b’konsegwenza ta’ dan, minflokx 1i geghda tersaq lejn 1-
hena u 1I-paci li tant tixtieq, aktar geghdg titbieghed minnhom.
Kulma jmur ghalhekk, aktar gqed jinhasg il-bzonn li I-bnedmin koll-
ha jgharfy n-necessita ta’ dak li huwg spiritwali.

Il-Papa Giovanni Pawlu II, fl-ahhar fal-Enciklika tieghu
“Redemptor Hominis”, wara li semma l-partecipazzjoni ta’ Marija
fil-pjan tas-Salvazzjoni tal- bnedmin u gal li I-imhabba eterng tal-
Missier toqrob lejn kull wiehed minnha permezz ta’ din 1-Omm u
k’hekk kull bniedem aktar ikun jista’ jifhimha wu jgawdi minnha,
jkompli jghid, “Ghalhekk Marija ghandha tkun prezenti fit-torog
kollha tal-hajja ta’ kull jum tal-Knisja”. Marija aktar gieghda issir
necessarja biex turina l-possibilta i kull bniedem ghandu f’din id-
dinja li jkun segwaci ta’ Kristu waqt li jibga’ mpenjat imma mhux
mahtuf minn dak 1li huwa tad-dinja.

Biex is-Santwarju jwettaq id-dmir 1i ghandu 1li jwassal mhux
biss bil-kelma imma. anke bil-kitba taghlim fug Marija, sejrin nerg-
ghu nibdew nippublikaw il-perjodiku tas-Santwarju taht it-titly ta’
“Il1-Madonng ta’ Pinu”,

Ghaldagstant nitlob lil dawk kollhg li tigi f'idejhom din ir-
revista biex jghamlu talbg zghirg halli 1-Mulej ibierek lil dawk koll-
ha li ghenu biex din ir-revista terga tibdg tigi ppublikata u biex fil-
gejjieni mg jongsux dawk li jghinunga bit-talb, bil-kitba jew b’xi
ghamla ta’ ghajnuna ohra u hekk ilkoll kemm ahna, filwaqt 1
nkomplu nkabbru l-gien tal-Omm taghna Marija, nikkollaboraw
maghHa ahna wkoll fil-pjan tas-salvazzjoni.

MONS. BENEDITT CAMILILERI.




lftra tal-

Papa Pawlu VI
lir-Retturi fas-
santwarji Marjani

MIGJUB GHALL-MALTI MILL-KAN. PREP. DUN SALV CAMILLERI

Jekk il-Providenza, b’mod mirabbli, ta’ spiss zejnet is-Santwarji
Marjani b’xi haga partikulari, mhix forsi biex tghin kemm lir-
rghajja kemm ukoll lill-fidili biex jirrikorru b’aktar kunfidenza u
kuragg ghall-intercessjoni ta’ Marija f'kontemplazzjoni mimlija
koilha mhabba fuy il-misteru taghha?

Lill-folol li, illum, kif kienu jaghmlu fl-imghoddi, jingabru
f’dawn il-postijiet 1i jfakkruna b’mod hekk ¢ar f’dak li hu tas-sema,
intom 1i intom tassew il-ministri kif ukoll l-ghassiesa taghhom,
ahdmu biex iggibu ’l1 quddiem id-devozzjoni vera lejn Dik 1i tat ’il
Kristu lill-bnedmin. Mexjin fuq it-twissijiet tal-Konéilju, wissu lill-
pellegrini biex jistmaw dawk id-devozzjonijiet lejn 1-Madonna 1i 1-
Knisja rrikkmandat tul il-mixja tas-snin, 1li fosthom jispikka r-Ru-
zarju i jghaqqad lil Gesu u lil Marija fl-istess talba. Izda ahna
nwissukom ukoll biex iggibu ghad-daw! il-post 1i Marija ghandha
fil-qima Liturgika, u wisq aktar biex turu fiha “ix-xempju tal-virta
li tiddi quddiem il-kommunitd kollha tal-maghzulin”, u turuha
“fid-dawl tal-Kelma, 1i sarel bniedem”. Hija 1 “ghags-sehiem laghha
mill-qrib fl-istorja tas-salvazzjoni, tghaggad u tirrifietti, b’xi mod,
fiha nnifisha 1-kwalitajiet karatteristi¢i tal-fidi taghna”.
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Sewwa sew minn din il-kounvinzjoni 1i twassalna biex rnifhmu
p’liema manjiera 1-Omm ta’ 1-Iben tAlla magnmui pniedem hija
wkoll Ommna, tonrog it-talba tal-fidili biex jikspu I-ghajnuna ta’
Marija. Li temmen fi Kristu u li tiréievi l-grazzja tieghu ma jiissirx
forsi li tkun gisem wiened mieghu wu ssir, skond it-tagh'im ta’ wan
Pawl, qisu l-kumplament ta’ gismu? F’kull azzjoni 1i minnha ksllu
hidu u zvilupp il-Gisem Mistiku ta’ Kristu kellna parti Marija. Ma
tkomplix Hija tiehu sehem bl-interéessjoni ta’ verament Omm f dan
it-tkabbir tal-Knisja fi-ispazju u fz-zmien, f’din l1-gnagdsa tal-oned-
min kollha u f’dak kollu li hu tal-bnedmin fi Kristu, ghagda 1li hija
I-istess kontinwazzjoni tal-opra tas-salvazzjoni mibdija f'galbha u
fi hdanha?

zguri mill-ghagda maghna ta’ Hutna kollha fl-Episkopat, Anna
nemmnu li hu ta’ siwi li nwissu llum, permezz taghkom, lill-fidili 1i
jiffrekwentaw is-Santwarju taghkom biex jitolbu p’iktar hegga lill-
Vergni Marija ghall-Knisja u ghad-dinja. Il-bnedmin tal-lum jin-
sabu jixxenglu bejn t-tamiet l-aktar sfiga tad-dinja u 1-biza’ tal-
periklu li, fil-nsiep taghhom, geghda tersag lejh is-sc¢jeta tal-lum.
F’dan il-mument — ma ninsewx — kemm artijiet fid-dinja gieghda
theggeg fihom il-gwerra. Id-dehra stess tal-progressi tal-bniedem, li
x%i drabi jidhru riservati lil xi popli u lil xi klassijiet privileggjati,
ghalzemm ma jissodisfawhomzx, qed taghmel dejjem aktar issappor-
tabbli 1-fagar ta’ numru kbir ta’ nies.

Madanakollu, gatt ma gew offruti tant possibilitajiet hekk kbar
lill-bnedmin biex jaslu ghall-ghagda, ghall-pac¢i u ghall-hena; izda
dan ma jistax ikun possibbli minghajr Alla. Ebda progress ma jaghti
valur u hena lill-bniedem jekk il-Fidi f’Gesit u f'dak 1i Gest ghal-
limna ma ddawwalx ir-ricerki tieghu. U din il-fidi u hija biss turi
lill-bniedem dak li hu u dak 1i jista’ jkun. Hija u hija biss tista’
tnibbet 1-imhabba fost il-bnedmin. Hija u hija biss tpoggi 1 peda
ment tat-tama ’dak li huwa etern u twieghed ghal kull sforz tal-
bniedem il-veru sucécess u rebha fug il-mewt.

Fil-galba ta’ l-istess Knisja, il-fidi ta’ haina hija llum imhawda.
M’hemmx dubju li, 1l dawk 1 jridu jghixu f’dinja u f'¢ivilta 1i qgab-
det it-trig tas-sekolarizzazzjoni, il-kontemplazzjoni mimlija mhabba
tal-misteru ta’ Marija, isservihom biex issahhah il-fidi faghhom fi
Kristu. L-intercessjoni tal-Vergni Marija, f’dan il-kaz, tikseb tifsira
ghal kollox partikulari. Infatti mhux proprju minhabba 1-fidi tagh-
ha li Hija s~simblu u l-mudell tal-Knisja?

“Illenja dik I emmnet”. Fost il-provi 1i Hija garrbet, il-idl ta’
Marija bagghet dejjem shiha. Anke gabel ma fehmet sewwa, Hija
aceettat il-misteru tas-salvazzjoni u tal-istess Persuna tal-Feddej.
Permezz taghha, il-bnedmin kollha lagghu 1il1 Kristu, is-Salvatur
taghhom u ssiehbu micghu fi-opra tieghu ta’ helsicn. U hija ma
tieqafx 1i tghin lil kull wiehed minna 11 jerga’ jwettag fih stess u
ghalih dan I-ghemil ta’ fidi u ta’ rieda tajba.
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Nitolbu, mela, lill-Vergni Marija 1i lill-insara tal-lum taglaghi-
hom fidi vera, qawwija, mimlija sabar u shiha fid-dubju u fil-prova,
dik il-fidi 1i San Gwann ighid li hija “ir-rebha fuq id-dinja”; fidi li
tkun qawwija u shiha bhal dik taghha, u tkun haga wahda mal-
kunsens, mal-ubbidjenza u mal-imhabba, li ssir haga wahda mal-
ver;ta kif uriha fih stess Binha Gesu u waslet shiha 1lilna permezz
tat-tradizzjoni hajja tal-Knisja.

Nitolbuha 1i tagla’ lis-sucécessuri ta’ San Pietru u ta’ 1-Appostli
u lil dawk kollha li, flimkien maghhom, huma. ministri u xhieda tal-
Kelma t’Alla — Hija li hija prezenti u gieghda titlob fi hdan il-
kommunita apostolika nhar Ghid il-Hamsin — il-grazzja 1li jhabbru

1-Kelma t’Alia lill-bnedmin tal-lum bi kliem li jkun jista’ jiftiehem
minn kulhadd, imma bla biza’ u bil-ferh,

Gheziez uliedi, aghmlu minn kollox, mela, biex is-Sahtwarji tal-
Madonna afdati f'idejkom, isiru dejjem aktar postijiet fejn isir talb
ghall-pac¢i, ghall-ghagda, ghall-hena tal-bnedmin kollha u, fug kol-
1ox, biex dawn jilgghu 1-Kelma t’Alla u jwettquha matul hajjithom
kollha; postijiet ukoll 1i kull min izurhom jitlag minnhom imheggeg
bid-decizjoni 1i jahdem bil-gawwa tieghu kollha ghall-pa¢i tad-
dinja u ghall-ghagda tal-Knisja.

Mill-Vatikan, 1 ta’ Mejju, 1971.

Marija, il-mara 1-Gdida, hija qrib Kristu, ir-Ragel il-
Gdid. Fil-misterju tieghu biss isib id-dawl il-misterju
tal-bniedem. Hija moghtija lilna bhala rahan u garanzija
1i fi hlejga safja, jigifieri fiha (f’Marija), ga sehh il-pjan
ta’ Alla fi Kristu ghall-fidwa tal-bniedem shih. Il-Vergni
Marija fid-dawl tal-grajjiet tal-Vangelu u minhabba I-
fatt 1i g& qieghda fil-belt ta’ Alla, toffri dehra c¢ara u kel-
mag ta’ kuragg ghall-bnedmin ta’ zmienna, li hafna drabi
jkunu maghfusin bin-niket u t-tama, meghlubin mil-li-
miti taghhom, u mifnija minn xewgat bla ghadd, imhaw-
din f’ruhhom u b’galbhom magsuma, b’'mohhhom incert
minhabba 1-hsieb tal-mewt, maghfusin ghax ihossuhom
wehidhom wagt 1l jridu jinghagdu ma’ haddiehor, vit-
tmi tad-dispjacir u ta’ 1-ghali. Hija turi r-rebha tat-tama
fuq in-niket, tal-ghaqda fuq is-solitudni, tal-paci fug it-
taglib, tal-ferh u s-sabih fuq id-dwejjaq u d-dispjacir, ta’
l-eternita fuq din 1-art, tal-hajja fuq il-mewt.

Mill-“Marialis Cultus” tal-Papa Pawlu VI.




MARJANA

(1) ID-DEVOZZJONI TA' L-GHAWDXIN LEJY
IL- MﬂDﬂNNﬁ

KITBA: DU

Sa mill-ibghad zmenijiet galb il-
poplu Ghawdxi: bagbget b’imhabba
tal-ghageb lejn il-Madonna. L-is-
torja kbira ta’ din il-gzira zghira hi
xhieds, mill-aktar cara ta’ da,n i
smienna, is-Santwarju Nazzjonali
tal-Madonna Ta' Finu iwassal dan
il-fatt lil dawk li biex jemmnu jridu
jaraw b’ghajnejhom u jmissu b’idej-
hom. Ebda wahda mill-mijiet ta’
knejjes u kappelli 1i ghandna f’Malta
u Ghawdex ma tista’ tiftahar bi stor-
ja tant glorjuza dags dik tal-Madon-
ng Ta’ ¥inu. Izda biex nifhmu graj-
jet Ta’ Pinu, jehtieg qabel xejn nagh-
t11 harsa hafifa lein l-grajja mlewnsa
tal-gzira, ta’ Ghawdex.

Ir-Religjon nisranija fGhawdex

L-istorja ma tghidilnix %kif was-
let ir-religion nisranija fil-gzira
Ghawdxija. Nafu zgur 1i grib Novem-
bru tas-seng 60 wara Kristu, San
Pawl, I-Appostlu tal-gnus, garrab
gharqa f'Malta, (1) Ir-religjon Ii
San Pawl habbar lill-Mgltin ma jis-
tax ikun li damet ma waslet fostna.
Ir-religjozita ta’ 1-Ghawdxin kienet
xi haga tal-ghageb. Minn meta bnew
it-tempji tal-Ggantija, il-fug minn
2800 gabel Kristu, sat-tempju i tel-
ghu lir-reging ta’ 1-allat, Gunone, ¥’
nofs il-Kastell tal-gzira, madwar
200 seng qabel Kristu, 1-Ghawdxin
qatt ma naqsu li jgimu xi divinita. (2)

Ghaldagstant ma nistghux nid-

JOE BEZZINA

dubitaw U l-fehmiet religjuzi 1i was-
sal Pawla mg waslux fostna wkoll.
U 1-Ghawdxin ma nagsux li jibnu -
ghalkemm mg nafvx ifejn - xi mag-
des ¢kejken biex jaghtu gima 1il Alla
veru.

il-grajja ta’ l-ewwel millenju ta’
Kristjanezmu f'Ghawdex hi mohtiis
ghal kollox. U jkollng naslu sas-ze-
klu tlettax biex insibu l-ewwel tagh-
rif dokumentat dwar 1-insara Ghaw-
dxin. Dik il-hakta, il-hakma Ghar-
kiia kienet ilha Zmien sewwa li spic-
¢at. L-influss ta’ I-Izlamizmu kien
nanas sewwa 1 l-insara kienu bhdew
joktru. Fl1-1241, il-mexxejja t3’ dawn
il-gzejjer, il-Hohenstaufen, ordnaw
censiment 1i b’xorti taiba wasal sa
zmienna. (3) minn dan jidher 1i
minn 336 familja i kienuy jegghodu
f'Ghawdex, 203, ftit iktar minn nofs
kienu nsara. F1-1266, il-gzejjer ghad-
dew taht l-Angevini, u f1-1282 bdiet
il-hakma twila Aragoniza. Tahthom
ir-religjon nisranija bagghet miexja
aktar il-quddiem,

Id-devozzjoni lejn il-Madonna

Il-gofol tal-hajja nisranija tin-
sab fis-sehem tan-Nisrani fis-Sagra-
menti, 1-ghejjun tal-grazzja mwaqq-
fa, minn Kristu nnifsu. Izda, sg mill-
bidu, il-Liturgija stghanlet b’diversi
hwejjeg ohra, fosthom b’devozzjoni
lejn dik li nisslet l-awtur tas-sagra-



menti, il-Madonna. Id-devozzjoni
lejha bdiet fil-lvant, izda f'malajr
xterdet mad-dinja nisranija %kollha.
Il-co¢l t2° d'pn il-gimg tinsab fil-ma-~
tarnita divina, il-verita 11 Marija hi-
ja omin AUa. L-eqgdem xbiha tal-
Mzdenna. nittura t3’ madwar is-se-
n2 1.6 8l-k=t2kombi t2’ Prixilla, Ru-
ma2, tvri srodrju lill-Madonna b’kin-
ks Gesl 4 hdanhg flimkien mal-
pro’et2 Belaam. (4)

Gazrndra nehsbu li anke 1-insa-
ra, Ghawdxin bdew icimu lil Marija,
11 mal-wixja taz-szmien din kibret u
tferrxet sewwa sew Kif gara fil-Knis-
ja Kattolika mkejjen ochra. Ta’ dan
ghandna hjiel. L-eqdem Knisjg 1i
n3fy biha Ghawdex - il-Matrici
tal-K=o3fell, illum Kaotidral - kienet
propju  dedikata Ilill-Madonna. U
mill-erpa’ parro¢éi t'Ghawdex fil-bi-
du tas seklu sittax, tnein, l1-imsem-
mija Matriti u 1-Parroéca ta’ Savina,
zienu Cedikati 1il Santa Marija. (5)

11-Vigta Pastorali tg’ 1-Isqof Do-
menico Cukelles (1540-1560) f1-1545
tkomrli srahh2h dak li ghidna. Jid-
her mill-Vizta, li 'Ghawdex twettget
mill-Vigariu t3’ 1-Isgof Dun Guzepp
Manduca, 1i bostg mill-knejjes miz-
jura kienu msemmija lill-Madonna.
(6)

F1-1575, saret Vizta importanti
hafna  mill-Vizitatur  Apostoliku,
Mons. Pietrn Dusina, (7) Minkejia
I-hierba 1i kienu hallew it-Torok fl-
Assediu t3’ Ghawdex ta’ Lulju 1551,
il-Vizitatvr gzar 48 knisja. Sbatax
minnhom. iktar minn terz, kienu de-
dikati lill-Madonna:

4 lill-Assunz’oni tal-Madonng
2 lill-Runcizzjoni

2 lit-Twelid tal-Madonna

2 lill-Annunzjazzjoni taghha

1 lill-Vizitazzjoni lil Santa Elizab-
betta.

7 taht titli ohra: Sants Marija tas-

3il%, Santg Marija tal-Qasam, San-
ta, Marija Vergni, Santa Marija
tal-Fern, Santa Marija ta’ Ghajn
Xejkta u Santa Marija tal-Gilju.

Dawn il-knejjes huma <xhieda
¢ara tad-devozzjoni li kellnom 1-
Gagwdxin lejn il-Madonna sa minn
zmenijiet imbeghda, ghax dawn il-
knejjes zgur li nbnew matul diversi
sekli. Mit-titulari taghhom, jidher
ukoll 1i 1-Madonna, gimuha l-iktar
fil-misterju ta’ l-Assunzjoni.

L-Assunzjoni ta’ Marija

il-festg, liturgika ta’ 1-Assunz-
joni ta’ Marija dahlet ghall-ewwel
darkg fil-knisja fil-Belt ta’ Gerusa-
lemm qrib is-seng 450. Il-festa allura
kienet imsejhg tad-Dormizzjoni jew
ir-Ragda tal-Vergni Mgaddsa. Ii-

Knisja Bizantina dahhlet il-festa
lejn imiem Is-seklu sitta, meta 1-Im-
peratur Mawrizjy (582-602) ordna
b’editt 1i 1-festa tkun iécelebrata
kullimkien fil-15 ta’ Awissu. Fil-Pu-
nent, il-festa dahlet matul is-seklu
sebgha, u mill-pontifikat tal-Papa
Sergju (687-701), l-Assunzjoni saret



wahds, mill-festi ewlenin tal-Madon-
na. (8)

Peress i dik il-habtg Malta u
GChawdex lktar kellhom relazzjoni-
jiet mal-Lvant milli mal-Punent, u
mhix hagg kbira li konna maghguda
mal-Knisja Bizantina, il-festp ta’ I-
Assunzjoni aktarx dahlet kmieni
fostna. Mill-gdid ma nafu xejn fi
zgur. Izda hu sinifikanti hafna 1i fl-
1575 ,minn sbatax il-Knisja dedikati
lill-Madonna, erba’ huma ta’ 1-As-
sunzjoni u sitta. ohra huma msejha
ta’ Santg Marija.

Xhnieda ohra tal-gima ta’ 1-
Ghawdxinp lejn I-Assunta, hu t-titu-
lar gadim tal-Matri¢i, xoghol Sqalli
ta’ madwar 1-1500 maghmul skond 1-
istil tar-Rinaxximent bikri, Ix-xbihg,
princ¢ipali f’erba’ mis-seba’ kwadri 1i
jifformaw il-polittiku, kif jissejjan
kwadry ta’ dix-xorta, hija 1-Madon-
na. It-tlett kwadri tan-nofs, minn
isfel ghal fugq, jirraprezentaw 1ill-
Madonng b’binha Gesu, igifieri 1-
Maternita Divina, id-domma funda-
mentsli tal-Marjologija; Santa Ma-
rija tielgha s-Sema mdawwra mit-
tnax 1-Appostlu, il-kwadru c¢entrali
tal-polittiku, u fug nett, 1-Inkoro-

nszzjoni tal-Madonng mit-Trinita
Mgaddsa. Fil-gnub isfel, jidhru San
Tietru u San Pawl, wiehed kull naha,
1 fughom, 1-Anglu Gabriel ihabbar
lil Sidna Marija, in-naha l-ohra, 1i
ser issir omm Alla. (9) Hu wkoll sini-
fdkanti 1i l-eqdem kwadru religjuz
konservat fil-gzira ta’ Ghawdex
ghandu b'tema c¢entrali tieghu lill-
Assunta.

i:in il-harsa hafifa lejn l-istorja
tixned c¢ar l-imhabbg kbira ta’ I-
Ghawoxin lejn i1-Madonna. Min-
barra li poggew il-fiduc¢ja taghhom
fiha permezz ta’ talbhom, urew ukoll
minn barrg d-devozzjoni tagzhhom
lejha. Bnewlha knejjes fil-Kastell u
fil-kampanja, taw gidhom biex isseb-
huhom u ighanuhom mill-ahjar 1i
setghu v, fit-testmenti taghhom, qatt
ma nsew ihallulhom mill- ah]al 1i
kellhom Mal-mixja taz-zmien, l-ag-
wa mhabba taghhom lejn il-Madon-
ng urewha fil-misterju ta’ I-Assun-
zioni taghha fis-Sema. Fost dawn
kellha tispikka Il-Kappellg ta’ 1-As-
sunta, imsejha ta’ Gentile, (10) jew
“Te’ Pinu”, imtella’ fl-gharb (vant)
tal-ggira fil-hara i ggib l-isem ta’
Ghammar.

Dan huwa | cwwel fost sensiely ta’ artikli fuq id devozzjoni lejn il-

Madonna fil-Gsejjer Maltin.
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“GHALIEX?”

Ghaliex kull meta hdejk, Marija, nigi,

riillmahlek fuq haddejk demghat ckejknin ¢kejknin?
Ghaliex kull meta ghajnejja jmorru fugek,
ghajnejk nilmahhom dejjem miksurin?

Ghaliex kull meta lehnek issemmaghli
inhossu ta’ kull darba ged jirtoghod?
Ghaliex kull meta ghal ftit Inti tkellimni
il-lehen helu nisma’ jnin bil-mod?

Jien naf ghaliex dad-dmugh, ghalfejn qed tibki
u tahsel dawk haddejk b’gatriet safjin;

jlen naf ghallex dik qalbek hija mnikkta

u naf ukoll ghax lehnek ged inin.

Fil-harsa helwa tieghek fuq id-dinja,
tinsab imwarrba, ghal kollox mill-bnedmin:
Kulhadd insiek, kulhadd fil-genb izommok,
bidluk ma’ hena fieragh, imsejknin!

FR. JOE MEJLAK.



Marija Immakulata
Kapolavur tal-
Holgien u

Regina ta’ Qalbna

Minn

ALEXANDER BONNICI
O.F.M. Conv.

Il-Mulej Gesu gie fid-dinja biex lilna jifdina mill-htija 1i konna
wagajna fiha u sabiex jaghtina 1-ghajnuna tieghu biex nibgghu
nghixu ffimhabbtu. Hu ghaggad mieghu mara biex tkun Il-istess
Omm tieghu. Din hi Marija. Meta ghazilha sabiex tkun 1-Omm tie-
chu, lilha Hu, mhux biss taha dinjitd li bniedem ma jistax johlom
fiha, imma ghagqgadha wkoll mieghu fl-istess opra tal-fidwa tagnna
l-bnedmin. Biex isehibha mieghu f’din il-fidwa, kien hemm bzonn
fuq kollox 1i Hi ma fkunx imcéappsa bid-dnub bhall-bnedmin 1-
chrajn kollha.

F’gabra ta’ ftit kelmiet, sejrin naraw xi tfisser din id-dinjita 1
Alla ghogbu jaghti lil Marija. Fuq kollox, sejrin infissru dan 1li gej:
a) X’'gieb mieghu d-dnub 1i lkoll kemm ahna wagajna fih. b) Fit-
tieni argument, nidhlu fil-qasam ta’ l-istorja u, minn grajjiet 1-
Ordni Frangiskan, naghzlu t-tagbida glorjuza li hadet mijiet ta’
snin biex il-kobor ta’ I-Immakulata jitgieghed quddiem il-bnedmin
fid-dawl veru tieghu. c¢) It-tielet studju taghna jkun mibni fuq 1-
argumenti li 1-Knisja tgieghed quddiemna biex ahna nhossu d-dmir
i 1il Marija ngimuha bhala Immakulata.

1. II-Etija, il-Bniedem, u Marija

Il-bniedem, min-natura tieghu, hu nieqes mill-kontroll fuqu
nnifsu. Orazju, poeta kbir ta’ Ruma, kitep kelmiet li kulhadd jista’
jghid li huma tieghu: “Jiena nara t-tajjeb, u nagbel mieghu; imma
nara 1-hazin u nitkaxkar warajh”. Madanakollu, ghalkemm nagh-
mel il-hazin, jiena ma nhossx fih hlief * is-sodisfazzjon tal-mument.
Wara li nsib is-sodisfazzjon. fil-hazin, lili jibgaghli t-tingiz tal-
kuxjenza.

[1-galb tal-bniedem ma ssibx serhan langas jekk ikollha l-hena
kollu tad-dinja. Santu Wistin li, ghal xi Zzmien, ghex il-hajja tal-
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pjaciri tad-dinja, kellu jistgarr: “Mulej, int Dlagtna ghalik, u 1-galb
taghna ma tistriehx hlief fik”,

Kif il-bniedem ihoss 1i ghandu jaghmel it-tajjeb, anki jekk ma
jaghmlux, bl-istess mod in-Nisrani jhossu migbud lejn Marija. L-
insara jistghu ma jagblux bejniethom dwar il-kobor ta’ Marija.
Imma hadd gatt ma qal li lilha ma tisthoqqilhiex il-gima taghna.

II-Patrijarka ta’ Kostantinopli Nestorju, fil-bidu tal-hames
seklu, gal li Marija ma tistax tissejjah Omm Alla, imma Omm Kristu
bhala bniedem. Kien hemm xi nies ghorrief 1i gablu mieghu meta
hagbu li geghdin ihaddmu mohhhom. Imma t-taghlim tieghu ma
nghogobx mill-poplu sempli¢i ghaliex fehem 1i dawk il-ke!miet kienu
ged inaqqsu mill-imhabba 1i tisthogq 1lil Marija.

Meta 1-Koncilju ta’ Efesu, fis-sena 431, ikkundanna lil Nestorju,
u ddikjara li Marija hi tassew Omm Alla, il-poplu laga’ dak it-tagh-
Iim b’ferh mill-izjed kbir. Bix-xemghg u l-fjakkli jixeghlu, il-poplu
mar jilga’ 1-Isqfijiet tal-Konc¢ilju, u wassalhom f’dimostrazzjoni sad-
djar taghhom.

Dik 1l-istess xena, wara hafna mijiet ta’ snin, regghet saret ghal
darb’ohra meta 1-Papa Gwanni XXIII, fil-11 ta’ Ottubru, 1962, festa
ta’ Marija Omm Alla, fetah il-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II.

Il-poplu nisrani ta’ kull zmien hadha kontra dawk il-bnedmin
1i, b’xi mod, azzardaw inaggsu xi haga lil Marija. Hekk gara meta
bniedem jismu Elvidju ssogra jghid 1i Marija ma bagghetx Vergni
meta tat it-twelid 1i11-Iben Divin taghha.

Kien ghad fadal hafna biex Marija tigi ddikjarata Immakulata.
Imma d-dinja nisranija dejjem xtaget li 1-Knisja ma ¢cahhadx dan
it-titlu 1lil Marija. L-gharef Petavio hass 1i ma kellux f’idejh doku-
menti blzze31ed biex jiddefendi 1-Immakulata; imma hu hass ukoil
li kellu jimxi b’ghagal kbir ghaliex il-poplu lanqas biss ma kien Jld—
dubita jekk Marija hix Immakulata.

Il-kbir Santu Wistin ta sehem immens lill-Knisja fi problemi
mill-izjed difficli: bhalma humg dawk tal-grazzja u tal-predestinaz-
zjoni. Imma hu hass ukoll li kien qed isibha difficli biex ighallem fil-
berah 1li Marija hi Immakulata. Dan id-Duttur gharef ma satax
jiddefendi dan il-privilegg; imma hu ma ried jikteb xejn kontra 1-
Immakulata. Ghalhekk, hu fisser ruhu b’dan il-mod: “Meta jiena
nitkellem fug id-dnub, bl-ebda med ma rrid indahhal lil Marija,
ghall-gima 1li ghandu jkollna lejn il-Mulej”. Santu Wistin deher
konvint i hu ma kellux jitkellem kontra t-tnissil immakulat ta’
Marija ghaliex kien jigrilu li I-poplu ma jogghodx ghall-kelmiet
tieghu. ‘

Biz-zmien, il-problema tat-taghlim bagghet tinhass. San Ber-
nard, dawl u glorJa tal-Knisja u devot kbir ta’ Marija, hadha kontra
1- festa, ta’ 1-Immakulata. Ghalkemm.iz-zmien tat-Teclogija Skolas-
tika zzommu bhala wiehed mill-orakli taghha, hu ma gharafx jag-
sam mal-poplu 1-fidi tieghu f'Marija. Immakulata.

Anki l-istess San Tumas, xemx tat-Teologija, ma setax jeghleb
id-diffikultajiet dwar 1-Immakulata. San Tumas bena t-taghlim tie-
ghu fuq San Pawl. Ahna l-bnedmin ma ghandniex hlief Medjatur
Wlehed i hu Sidna Gesut Kristu. Ghalhekk, Marija ma tistax ma
tkunx mifdija minn Kristu. Imma, kif tista’ tkun bla dnub tan-nisel .
jekk Hi wkoll giet mifdija minn Kristu? Is- soluZZJom li ma sabx San -

Tumas, sabuha ghorrief ohrajn bhalma kienu Sant’Anselmu U ..

Gwanm Duns Skotu.
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Edith Stein
Another Tragedy At Auschwitz

Mary - Eunice

Sister Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross was a convert to the Catholic

faith and a Carmelite Nun. She en--

tered the Carmelite Convent in Co-
logne, Germany, in 1933 and took
her final vows on April 21, 1938. The
Superior at the convent told her that
besides prayer and meditation, writ-
ing would be her work. She set about
Joing so and much of her material
was published. Some of it was lost
in her ftravels to avoid imprison-
ment in the Nazi concentration
camps. Sister Teresa Benedicta wrote
The Mpystery of Christmas, Eternal
and Infinite Being, Science of the
Cross and many other articles and
hymns. Hilda Graef in one of her
articles mentioned: “Edith had been
an ardent feminist, but under the
influence of the Church’s teaching
she gradually modified her views.
In all her essays and conlerences
she takes the Mother of God as the
ideal of Christian womanhood and
presents her as a model not only for
the married woman and the nun,
but also for the woman in a profes-
sional career and the girl with a job
in an office or factory. The centre of
all her teaching on the subject is

the plea for a more interior, a more ..

deeply Christian life in whatever
position a woman may find herself.”

Those that enter the Carmelite
Oloister must have a great love for
the Blessed Mother as stated by
their wise Foundress, St. Teresa of
Avila. In truth, Our Lady is the
“Spiritual Mother” of all of us, as
Our Lord, Jesus, made known while
hanging on the Cross. There have
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been many faithful Religious Sisters
in the Carmelite Order, but what
makes Sister Teresa Benedicta dif-
ferent is that she was born in Bres-
lau, Germany, of a devout Jewish
family on October 12, 1891, the Feast
of the Atonement, a very important
day for all Jews. She was put to
death with her sister, Rosa, in the
gas chamber at Auschwitz where
many lost their lives because of Jew-
ish ancestry and because of religious
bigotry.

Edith Stein was the youngest
member of the family but when she
was two years of age, her father,
who was in the timber business, died.
Her mother, Auguste Stein, was a
shrewd business woman and she
took over the business. The family
prospered. Yet the mother being
very wise, knew Uthat each of her
children should receive an educat-
ion. Therefore, one became a doctor,
another a banker, another a teacher,
one was a housewife, and one an
accountant. Edith’s brothers and
sisters were not only intelligent, but
of very fine character.

Their household was surrounded
by Jewish tradition. Many paintings
on the walls showed scenes of the
Bible. They were proud of their heri-
tage. The mother observed the Jew-
ish rites. DPrayecrs at the table were
said in Hebrew. Yet the children
were not all pious Jews in the sense
of the Old Testament. Edith often
mentioned how with her own free
will she gave up prayer in her six-
teenth year. She read a great deal



and her mind was active so she read
much on philosophy. It wasn’t long
before she called herself an atheist.
Later, she would write: ‘“To study
philosophy is to walk on the edge of
the abyss.”

In 1915, she gpent 6 months nurs-
ing wounded soldiers in the Red
Cross Hospital. She felt it her patri-
otic duty. Yet her mother did not
wish it. But Edith remarked, “My
mother opposed me vigorously. To
prevent me from going to the hos-
pital, she told me that soldiers al-
ways came from the front with lice.
When. this attack had no effect on
me, she said, ‘You will never go with-
out my consent!” I answered. ‘Then
I shall have to go without your con-
sent.” ”’

Edith left Breslau for Gotha, en-
tering the university in which Dr.
Edmund Husserl taught theoretic
phenomenology. She became his
prize student, then eventually re-
ceived her Doctorate in Philosophy
and became the assistant of her fam-
ous teacher. Edith’s mother sent a
letter of congratulations but also
mentioned: “It would give her more
joy if Edith gave thought to God to
whom she owed her success.”

Edith knew it was true that phi-
losophy was not the answer to all
things. She made the acquaintance
of a convert who introduced her to
Christianity. Once she went into a
Catholic church to study symbols
and possibly some of the more re-
nowned statues of the saints. Yet
what made her think was the faith
of an elderly peasant lady with her
Rosary, praying at the feet of a
statue of the Blessed Mother., This
woman scemed more gecurce in her
poverty than many -of the great
intellects Edith had come into con-
tact with at the university. Then
there was Adolf Reinach, also of the
famous university, who with his
wife was converted to Protestant-
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ism. Adolf Reinach went to the front
as a volunteer during the war and
was killed. Edith was surprised at
the resignation displayed by his
widow. It convinced her that faith
was the answer to many problems in
life.

In 1921, when she was a guest of
some friends, she picked up in their
home the Autobiography of St.
Teresa of Avila, and did not put it
down until finished. When she closed
it, she said: “This here is the truth.”

Her Mother had taught her to
never delay a good positive action,
so she went to the village and
bought a Catechism and a Missal
and studied. She went to her first
Mass and later stopped to see the
Priest. She simply stated her desire
to be baptized. The good Father
answered, “One is never baptized
until one studies Catholic doctrine.”
She told him to test her and he did!
The Priest was pleased and Edith
Stein was baptized onr New Year’s
Day, 1922, at the age of 31. Her new
faith brought many tears to her
mother, but Edith knew she could
not turn back. Truly she had found
the Promised Land. The daughter
tried to explain to her mother about
Jesus, but Mrs. Stein would shake
her head and say, “I know he was a
good man, but why did he have to
call himself God?”

Edith gave up her position at the
university and taught at a Catholic
School for girls. Edith had enjoyed
the friendship of boys and one in
particular who however married
another. Later, he returned saying
he had divorced his wife, and offered
her marriage. Edith didn’t have to
think twice, as she had found God,
and this was enough love for all
eternity!

She attended Mass and Com-
munion -daily and knew she had a
calling from God. She asked her



spiritual advisor if she might not be-
come a religious, but he suggested
she could best help by staying in the
world. So she continued teaching,
and in the spring of 1932, she be-
came a lecturer at the Educational
Institute in Muenster. Often she
wotld speak on. The Sacred Heart of
Jesus, His Blessed Mother and one
of her favourite saints, St. John of
the Cross. Her writings became re-
nowned as she produced some trans-
lations of Cardinal Newman’s works;
then she studied St. Thomas Aquinas
and translated some of his works.

When Adolf Hitler became Chan-
cellor of Germany on January 30,
1933, all doors were closed to Jews
in professions. Jewish doctors could
not treat Gentiles, only their own
race, Jewish lawyers could not go to
the courtrooms and Jewish teachers
could not teach, and because her
name was Edith Stein, she was re-
garded with great suspicion.

Now she was told she could apply
to enter the Carmelite Cloistered
Covent in Cologne. As was the
custom, before entering or applying
one had to sing. Singing was not one
of her accomplishments, but she
sang a Marian hymn called Bless
Thou Mary. Secretly she prayed to
Our Lady saying: “It is all in your
hands. dear Blessed Mother.” Edith
waited to hear from the Sisters.
Finally a telegram arrived. It read:
“Joyful Assent. Greetings, Carmel.”

Her last evening was spent with
her mother who cried many tears
and was now along in years. That
night both women could not sleep.
Rosa lived with Auguste Stein and
cared for her mother tenderly. Yet
she knew that Edith had a fine
mind, a logical one, and she also be-
gan to think about the Christian
God. Edith accompanied her mother
to the synagogue the following day
and kissed her for the last time. She
would never see her mother again.
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Now she was free to enter Carmel.
Often she would write these were
the happiest days of her life. She put
all her trust in Jesus and His Bles-
sed Mother and many prayers were
spoken to St. Teresa of Avila for
showing her the way through her
great masterpiece of literature. She
would never underestimate the
power of the pen. Her name now was
Sister Teresa Benedicta of the Cross.
She also was absorbed in the writ-
ings of St. John of the Cross, the
Father of her Order and Doctor of
the Church and knew she must write
a book on this great Saint.

The Nazi party was making life
miserable for many in Germany and
other countries as well. Sister
Teresa Benedicta warned all Sisters
not to support this anti-God move-
ment because the time would come
when many Religious and handi-
capped people would also be put to
death. The Carmelites felt it neces-
sary to send Sister across the border
to the Dutch Carmel of Echt in Hol-
land for her safety. Edith’s mother
had died in September, 1936, and
Rosa decided she would go to Hol-
land also. She joined her Sister
Teresa Benedicta and was baptized
on Christmas Eve which was one of
the happiest days in the life of Edith
Stein. Many of her relatives and
family had been arrested and some
had emigrated.

Soon the Nazi crossed the border
to Holland and did the same there to
the Jewish people as in Germany.
The Bishops of Holland put out a let-
ter in protest over the inhuman
treatment of the Jews, and to re-
taliate, the ©Nagzis entered all
monasteries and convents and took
gut all priests, brothers and sisters
of Jewish heritage. Thew came also
for Edith and Rosa. Sister Teresa
Benedicta wrote: “Human activity
cannot help us. But, only the passion
of Christ. It is my desire to share
in it.”



Many of the Carmelites knew
that Sr. Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross had offered her life before the
Sacred Heart for world peace and for
her people. The two women were
taken to the clearing station which
was a large concentration camp.
There were many confused people,
elderly and religious, but what
bothered Sister Teresa Benedicta
most of all was seeing the innocent
children. She prayed with them, told
them  stories, reviewed the Old
Testament and comforted the
parents. Rosa too was frightened.
They had heard terrible stories
about the Auschwitz Concentration
Camp in Poland and this was to be
their last destination.

The day came when they were
taken to the railroad station and
while waiting on the platform,
Sister Teresa Benedicta saw a
former student and shouted: ‘“Look,
it is Sister Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross. It is Edith Stein! Please tell
the sisters at St. Magdalena that I'm
travelling eastward!” This was the
last time her friends saw her.

We can almost picture the ride to
Auschwitz in the crowded train,
very little air, no water, so many
mentally ill people, all like animals
going to the slaughter. When they
reached Auschwitz they could smell
the stench of it. They, like others,
walked through the gates as the
bands were playing. There stood a
guard deciding which people would
live and which would die. The pris-
oners could see the smoke coming
from the crematoriums and smell
the burning flesh. (It is stated that
Nazi officers going there for the first
time vomited their meals many
times before they were able to eat,
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such was the stench of the place.)

Men were sent one way, women
and children another. Before enter-
ing the gas chambers, their clothes
were stripped from them, thrown
in a heap to be used by the living.
Truly Rdith Stein must have known
how Our Lord felt as he hung on the
cross, the indignity of it all.

It is also possible that Edith Stein
must have reminded Rosa that she
had offered. her life before the Sacred
Heart of Jesus for world peace and
for their people, the Jews. Edith
never thought her prayers would be
accepted, but she was able to go to
her death with the Jewish people as
well as for them, and she had worn
the Star ¢f David — which meant
Jew — on her habit with great pride.
Perhaps she hoped her life would
show the perfect harmony that
should exist between Christlans and
Jews.

It is possible, too, as Edith was
dying she might have said these
words: ‘“‘He who loves his life, loses
it: and he who hates his life in this
world, keeps it unto life everlasting.
If anyone serves me, let him follow
me: and where I am also shall my
servants be. If anyone serves me, my
Father will honor him.” Edith and
Rosa, Stein met their deaths on
August 9, 1942,

Some people say that one of these
days Edith Stein might be raised to
the Altars of the Church. In fact,
initiation of the beatification
process was started January 4, 1962.
All documents in reference to this
courageous lady were forwarded to
the Holy See in 1972,



Pausing,
At T

We know that Christ’'s last gesture
upon the Cross was that of making a son
known to his mother and a mother known
to her son: ‘“Behold your mother ... be-
hold your son.”

The importance of this encounter,
which has the significance of a testament,
is revealed in the words which follow.

“Afterwards, Jesus knowing that all
things were now accomplished ...” (John
19:25-30).

This stresses the solemnity of the
moment at the close of Christ’s life on
earth. These words — behold your son...
your mother — are laden with an echo
which cannot become lost with the pas-
sage of centuries.

It is also to be noted that the episode
is narrated by John. In relation to time,
it appears in the last of the Gospels,
toward the end of the First Century. In
John, who as afttentive to collect, other
than the facts, also the profound and
permanent message of the gestures of
Jesus, we already can see what the faith
of the Church was about fifty years after
the death of Christ.

The words of Jesus who was dying were
engraved upon the heart of the beloved
disciple — John himself — and upon the
heart of Mary. They also were to remain
written indelibly in the hearts of the
first disciples and in the Christian com-
munity.

T'or ug, too, who have experienced the
Lenten season, L1avelling the hard path
that led to Calvary — all of this in order
to be united in the commitment of con-
version and in the death and resurrection
of Christ yes, even for us there is time
to pause beside that woman and that
disciple at the foot of the cross.
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After Twenty Centuries,
e Foot of the Cross

The feeling of faith of the Christian people, their manifest-
ations of devotion, the doctrine of the Church and her teachings —
all give us a very clear idea as to why Mary is our Mother and the
need for us to welcome her in such a way as to satisfy Christ’s last
desire upon the cross.

However, it is interesting to see, and we wish to do this here
briefly, how biblical studies of these years have brought — or better
still -— have highlighted new riches concerning this discussion.

Mary At Cana And At The Foot Of The Cross

The evangelist, John, speaks of Mary only twice: at the foot
of the cross, as we already have seen, and then at the wedding at
Cana. Both of these episodes are found only in his Gospel. An even
more interesting fact is that there is a closely-woven cross-reference
between one and the other.

Let us start with the language used, as students of the bible
say. In both instances, the Virgin is not called by her name of
“Mary” but, rather with the title “Mother of Jesus” and ‘“woman.”
Then, too, “the hour of Jesus” had not yet come at Cana. (“My hour
has not yet come,” Jesus said to Mary). It is to come on Calvary. In
fact, the “hour of Jesus”, according to John, is all compressed into
one: passion — death — resurrection.

“Before the festival day of the Pasch, Jesus knowing that his
hour had come...” (“Father, the hour is come...”)

The nuptial fcast at Oana iz the symbol of the Messianic
wedding feast (“The kingdom of heaven is like a king who gave a
wedding feast”) to which Christ summons us.

The new wine, given in abundance, signifies his Word or sal-
vation and his very Person. (“I am the Living Bread ... he who eats
of my Flesh and drinks of my Blood will not die.”) This will be
manifested in full when his hour has come.

The miracle of the wine “provoked” by Mary would then be an
anticipation of the Eucharistic miracle. This, too, is connected with
the death and glorification of Jesus. Therefore, the summons of the
hour made at Cana is an allusion to Golgotha where Mary enters
the scene for a second time.

. At Cana, Mary prevailed upon Jesus to complete his first
miracle which, as John reveals, “manifests his glory and the disciples
believed in him.”

_This signifies that his faith in Christ also awakened that of
thg disciples. Al the fool of the cross, Mary would be confirmed as
pelré% t‘:héa Mother in perpetuity of all those who, like John, believed
in rist. :
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The solemn appellation, of “woman”, which never issued in the
Greek language by a son toward his mother, has a community kind
of sound, one which is ecclesial. It is laden with significance, draw-
ing both from the Old and the New Testament.

In the Judiac-biblical language, Jerusalem, and also the Chosen
People, had been represented constantly under the image of a
“woman’”. Thus, by calling her “woman” (“the Daughter of Sion” —
she who is the symbol of the remainder of the faithful of Israel”).
Jesus points out in Mary the ideal personification of the New Jerus-
alem; which is to say, that of the Church.

But it is not only a figure of the Church. Jerusalem was the
“mother of the dispersed, assembled in the temple which rose
between its walls.” The “Mother of Jesus” is the mother of the
scattered children of God, united in the new temple in the person
of Christ, he whom she garbed with our flesh in the maternal womb.
At the foot of the cross, being the Mother of Jesus she is declared to
be the “mother” also of those who are only one with Jesus by reason
of faith.

Let us glance briefly at the “scheme of revelation” from a
literary point of view which is very significant in this excerpt from
John. This is to say, the evangelist followed the biblical way of
presenting an important revelation.

Let us, once again, read the small verse: ‘“Jesus, therefore,
seeing his Mother, and beside her the disciple he loved, said to the
Mother: ‘Behold your son.” ”

There is the seeing of a person on the part of the prophets
and, here, on the part of Christ. But “the seeing” is in a prophetic
manner, the turning toward him (said to the Mother), the gather-
ing of a precise aspect (“Behold your son.” “Behold your Mother.”)

Jesus saw the Mother and the disciple not because they are
there physically at the foot of the cross but because he sees in them
and reveals to us a rapport which had been unknown until that
moment of mother and son. Even the language, therefore, gives
evidence that the words of Jesus contain a revelation which certain-
ly goes beyond the need of piety and a filial interest in Mary’s future.

And what is to be said of the expression: “the disciple he
leved?” It indicates a predilection of Jesus for John. (Could he, in
fact, be such a disciple, according to tradition?) It could be.

Today, however, understanding much better the wealth of the
significance of the Fourth Gospel, we believe:

“The state of him who observes the evangelical Word finds
himself in the sphere of Christ’s love. The ‘disciple Jesus loved,
therefore, would be the type of every disciple who, because of his
faith, is loved by Christ.” (A. Serra)

The “new” way of understanding this expression harmonizes
much better with the words of Christ. The emphalic way of repeating
“the disciple” three times in only two verses brings it outside of the
realm of a private and domestic relationship with regard to Mary
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and the disciple. It depicts the intensity of feeling of that solemn
hour; which is to say — a plan for universal salvation.

Mary’s maternity preserves an ecclesial dimension if in “the
disciple Jesus loved” we effectively recognize the “type” of every
faithful believer in Christ and so loved by him.

Mary Among The Treasures Inherited From) Christ

A last point and, I would say, the most important for our
discussion is the tacit but prompt reply of the disciple: ‘“And from
that hour, the disciple took her to his own.” Or, as it is also trans-
lated, “he took her into his home.”

The Greek term is a plural which is literally translated:
“among his belongings.” For this Fourth Gospel, this always signifies
2 belonging having a religious and spiritual characteristic.

There, it makes little sense to think along material lines that
he took her into his house or that he took care of her in a material
way. Of what type, then, are the things belonging to him to which
the disciple welcomed the Mother of Jesus?

If we keep in mind the fact that it deals with “the beloved
disciple of Jesus” — that is, if one thinks of the significance of that
expression referred to above, “the things belonging to him”, then
they are the treasures, the inheritance which comes to him, the
disciple of Christ, because of being “loved by Christ”, which is to
say, in communion of faith with him. The things “belonging to him”
are to be identified with faith in Christ, in the vital environment in
which the disciple has placed his existence.

From that solemn “hour” — that is, from the hour of Jesus,
which is the mystery of his passion and glorification, Mary became
for the disciple one of the spiritual well-beings donated to believers
from the love of Christ. From. that hour, every believer has in com-
mon the heavenly Father and hls Mother, according to the flesh,
with Christ.

“Go to my brethren and say to them: I ascend to my Father
and to your Father, to my God and to your God.”

“Behold thy son ... behold thy mother...”

All the significance which that brief excerpt offers — one
which gives a very rich meaning of Christ who gives us his Mother
— changes us in a personal manner. If each one of us was to direct
our steps under the cross in John’s place, the spontaneous guestion
would be asked: Does Mary {ruly figure among the good things, the
things belonging to us, which we received from Christ? Does she
truly have the place of Mother? Or do we retain her as second best?

We will ask no more: we have the courage to reply!

“Many of us live a Christianity of orphans: g little presumpt-
uous and a little sterile; a little cold and a little disincarnate because
we do not remember, very well, who was present at the Annunclation
and who sang the Magnificat. Nor have we seen who was at Cana, at
the foot of the cross and at the Cenacle of Pentecost!” (Lautrec)
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KRONAKA
ThS-
SANTHARJD

JANNAR:

5. Il-Fergha Ewkaris-
tika ghamlet
adorazzjoni u quddiesa
fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu,
il knisja 1i fiha jzom
mu l-adorazzjoni tagh-
hom f’Ghawdex. Din
il-laggha ta’ talb issir
f’kull 1-ewwel Sibt tax-
xahar u ghalihg jat-
tendu nies minn diver-
si parroc¢él ta’ Ghaw-
dex.

9. Il-membri Awszil-
jarji  tal-Legjun ta’
Marija, immexxija
minn Dun Gwann
Mizzi, ghamlu Pelleg-
rinagg ghal Ta’ Pinu
fejn saret siegha ado-
razzjoni 1i fiha hadu
sehem attiv il-legju-
narji prezenti.

13. Fl-okkazjoni tal-
bidu tal-Missjoni I-
Kbira 1i saret fil-par-
roc¢éa tax-Xaghra bejn
it~-12 u s-26 ta’ Jannar
1980, sar pellegrinagg
mill-kcmunita ta’ Mar-
salforn ghas-Santwar-
ju tal-Madonna ta’
Pinu. Sar talb ghas-
success ta’ din il-Mis-
sjoni.

Bhala parti mill-
programm tal-Festa
tal-Familja organizza-
ta mill-Moviment ta’
Kana f’Ghawdex, saret
Koncelebrazzjoni fis-
Santwarju Ta’ Pinu.
Din il-Kongéelebrazzjo-
ni tmexxiet minn

- “Mons. Isqof Nikol Cau-

chi 1i ghamel ukoll 1-
=20

siegha

omelija tac-cirkostan-
za. Fl-omelija tieghu,
Mons. Isqof tkellem
dwar l-ispirtu nisrani
fil-hajja  tal-familja.
Hu appella wkoll 1ill-
mizzewgin prezenti
biex jaghmlu uzu mill
Moviment ta’ Kana.

19. Nhar is-Sibt, 19
ta’ Jannar, - il1-“Pia
Unione Madonna Ta’
Plnu” organizzat lag-
gha ta’ talb ghall-paci
fil-Bazilika ta’ Pinu.
Din il-laggha ta’ talb
bdiet b’quddiesa bl-

omelija minn Dun
Karm Borg li wara
mexxa  Celebrazzjoni
tal-Kelma  t'Alla 1l
ntemmet bil-Barka
Sagramentali.

FRAR:

2. Fit-3.30 pm. il-
Yergha Ewkaristika
ghamlet Siegha Ado-
razzjoni u quddiesa
fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu.
Attendew numru sabih
ta’ nies.

9. Id-Direzzjoni tac-
Centru Parrokkjali ta’
1-Gharb organizzat
laggha ta’ talb ghaz-
zehazagh  fie-Centru
Kulturali Marjan Ta’
Pinu. Numru sabih ta’
zghazagh attendew
ghal dan il-“prayer
meeting”’. Mexxa 1-
laggha, Dun Guzepp
Tabone.

10. Fl-okkazjoni tal-
bidu tal-Gimgha ta’ 1-
Azzjoni Kattolika, 1-



E.T. Mons. Isqgoef Nikol
G. Cauchi gaddes fil-
Bazilika ta’ Pinu ghar-
romol li ngabru hawn
mill-parroé¢éi kollha
ta’ Ghawdex.

15. Bhala parti mill-
programm tal-Gimgha
ta’ 1-Azzjoni Kattoli-
ka, saret Via Sagra
ma’ 1-Gholja t’'Gham-
mar. Il-membri ta’ 1-
Azzjoni Kattolika at-
tendew numeruzi ghal
din 1il-Via Sagra U
tmexxiet mill-Assistent
Ekklezjastiku Djocesan
Dun Gorg Vella.

17. Fi tmiem il-Gim-
gha ta’ 1-Azzjoni Kat-
tolika, fis-Santwarju
Ta’ Pinu saret nofs
siegha adorazzjoni u
wara Koncelebrazzjoni.
F’din il-Koncelebraz-
zjoni li tmexxiet mill-
E.T. Mons. Isqof Nikol
Cauchi, hadu sehem
numru ta’ sacerdoti
Assistenti Bkklezjastici
ta’ 1-Azzjoni Kattolika.

22. Numru kbir ta’
zghazagh Ghawdxin
honqu s-Santwarju ta’
Pinu ghall-habta tal-
5.00 p.m. Dak in-nhar
kellha ssir Viag Sagra
mill-Bazilika ghal ma’
l1-gholja ta’ Ghammar,
imma Dbilli kien il-
maltemp, din saret
gewwa l-knisja. Il-me-
ditazzjonijiet fug kull
stazzjon tal-Via Sagra
saru  minn diversi
zghazagh mill-parroc-
¢i kollha ta’ Ghawdex.
F’din 1-okkazjoni, kien
prezenti u ha sehem

ukoll 1-E.T. Mons. Isgof
Nikol Cauchi. L-Isqof
ghamel kelmtejn ta’
intreduzzjoni ghal din
il-laggha ta’ talb ghaz-
zghazagh fl-okkazjoni
tal-bidu tar-Randan.

23. L-ET. Mons. Ni-
kol &. Cauchi mexxa
Via Sagra miz-Zuntier
ta’ Pinu ghal fuq 1-
Gholja ta’ Ghammar.
Numru sabih ta’ nies
mill-parroc¢ei kollha ta’
Ghawdex hadu sehem
’din il-Via Sagra.

MARZU:

1. Minfiok siegna ado-
razzjoni 1i soltu tagh-
mel il-Fergha Ewka-
ristika T’kull l-ewwel
Sibt tax-xahar, ghall-
ckkazjoni tar-Randan,
saret Via Sagra ma’ 1-
Gholja ta’ Ghammar.
Warg kellhom quddie-
sa fil-Bagzilika ta’ Pinu.

2. Attivita specjali
ghar-Randan Imgad-
des li organizza 1-Kor
San Girgor tal-parroc-
¢a ta’ Kercem kienet:
Nofs ta’ Nhar Flimkien
fiec-Centru Kulturali
Marjan Ta’ Pinu. Il-

‘programm ta’ dan in-

nofs ta’ mnhar kien
jinkludi: Quddiesa
Kommunitarja 1i fiha
ha sehem il-grupp tal-
kitarristi ta’ 1-istess
parro¢éa, konferenza
u Via Sagra ma’ 1-
Gholja ta’ Ghammar.
F1 istess okkazjoni sa-
ret zjara lill-Muzew
ta’ Carmela Grima. I1-
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Grupp kien immexxi
minn Dun Karm Borg.

Sar Pellegrinagg
mill-kommunita tal-
Knisja ta’ Santu Wis-
tin ghas-Santwarju ta’
Pinu. Il-Pellegrinagg
intemm b’quddiesa
minn Patri Martinjan
Cutajar.

Pellegrinagg iehor fl-
istess jum sar mill-
parrotCa taz-zebbug.
Qaddes u ghamel 1-
omelija ta’ l-okkazjoni
Dun Gorg Vella.

8. Il-Moviment Ewka-
ristiku ta’ Ghawdex
ghamel lejl adorazzjo-
ni fis-Santwarju Ta’
Pinu. Numru sabih ta’
nies minn diversi par-
roc¢ei haduy sehem f’din
l-adorazzjoni 1li tmex-
xiet minn Dun Ruzar
Borg.

9. Sar pellegrinagg
mill-parroc¢céa ta’  1-
Ghasri. Il-pellegrinagg
kien immexxi mill-
Kappillan Dun Guzepp
Mintoff 1i mexxa wkoll
Celebrazzjoni tal-Kel-
ma t'Alla u Funzjoni
Ewkaristika fil-Bazili-
ka Ta’ Pinu.

15. Mons. Arcipriet
Carmelo Scicluna mex-
xa pellegrinagg mill-
parroééa  tal-Katidral
vhas-Bantwarju Ta'
Pinu. Hawn saret qud-
diesa mill-istess Aréip-
riet ghall-parruééani
li hadu sehem f’dan il-
pellegrinagg tar-Ran-
dan.



GRAZZI MADONNA ... GHAX SMAJTNI!!!
GHAWDEX : Nazzarena Camilleri; Tony Pace; Ganna
Grech.
John Saliba; Carmela Buttigieg: Paul
Saliba; M’Antonia Attard; Salvina Mical- Carmels Portelli; Guzepp Curmi; Mar-

lef; M’Antonia Scicluna; IP'rank Oamilleri;
George Vassallo; Marlene Cassar; Mike
Vella; Katie Sultana; Paula Cini; Carmen
Costa; Grace Haber; Clement Cauchi;
Anton Mercieca; Emmanuel Grech: Joe
Mizzi; Margerita, Said; Toni Pace; Gorga

Cassar; Tarcisia Azzopardi; Carmen But-
tigieg; Rita Sacco; Guzepp Vella; Maria
Bonello; Francis Cauchi; Maria Spiteri;

Maria Grima; Michael
Christine But-
Tonina Mercieca;

Loreta Cordina;
Said; Theresa Sultana;
tigieg; Michael Saliba;

Doris Grech; Loreta Apap; Lonza Cassar;
Antonietta Grima; Francis Bonello; Car-
melo Grima; Maria Ellis; M. Caruana;
Gorg Mercieca; Maria Spiteri; Kurun Mus-
cat; Salvu Sultana; Guzeppe Galea; Grez-
zja Sultana; Flizabeth Vellz; Rita Vella;
Joseph Bajada; John Muscat; Frances
Galea; Guza Vella; Guzeppa Cassar; Cris-
tine Cini; G. Vella; Vitor Sultana; Marga-
ret Grima; Angela Mizzi; M. Gwann Gri-

ma,; Paula Vella; Rita Cauchi; Frances
Said; Guzepp Sultana; Maria Falzon;
Margaret Attard; Frances Micallef; Jo-
sephine Farrugia; Rosaria Spiteri; Maria
Portelli.

John Grech; Doris Mercieca; Doris At-

tard; Peter Galea; Rita Vella; Victor Bu-
hagiar; Joe Portelll; Joe Sultana; Lucy
Theuma; Guzeppa Sultana; Doris Sulta-
na; Michael Pace; J. Buttigieg; GuZeppa
Pace; M’Jane Pace; A Grech; Joyce Por-
telli;, Theresa Camilleri; Michael Camil-
leri; Mary Cauchi; Guza Grima:; &orga
Galea; Cristine Buttigieg; Maria Sultana;
Rita Sammut; Josephine Camilleri; Vic-
toria Sultana; M’Assunta Spiteri; Salvinu
Spiteri;.Maria Sruiteri; Teddy Spiteri; An-
drew Buhagiar: Rose Cefai; John Bsajada;
Joe Farrugia: Tony Cutajar; Frank Refa-
lo; - Grace Mercieca; Antonia Farrugia;
Margerita Curmi; Ursla Vella;
Maria Attard; Joseph Gauci; Rose Sulta-
na; Maria: Bugeja; Paula Mercieca; Pupull
Buttigieg; E. Zammit; = Joseph Formosa;

Rita Hili;
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garet Zammit; Tony Curmi; Rita Cauchi;
Anthony Attard; J. Cordina; M’Angelo
Saliba; Francesco Grech; G. Buttigieg;
M’Anne Stellini; Joe Mejlaqg; Frances Cas-
sar; Michelina Sultana; Rita Tabone;
Charles Xuereb; Mary Cefai; Joe Muscat;
Lawrence Tabone; Karmnu Portelli; Ber-
nard Muscat; M. Pace; Rosaria Attard;
Frances Buhagiar; M. Cauchi; V. Cauchi;
T. Zammit; W. Spiteri; Rose Debono; J.

Grech; Angela Hili; Tony Grima; Maria
Cauchi.
Emmanuel Tabone; Gorg Borg: Judith

Formosa; Paul Xerri; Carmels Said; Stel-
la Xuereb; Joseph Portelli; Roseli Cas-
sar; Grezzja [Mormosa; Grezzio Camilleri;
Pauline Vella; Maria Gauci; George Borg;
Cetta, Farrugia; Pawla Muscat; Tania
Xuereb; Carmen Saliba; Tony Cini; M’Ann
Grech; Maria Grech; Xarmnu Grech;
Koncetta Sultana; Frenc¢ Mizzi; Francis
Xiberras; M. Curmi; Peter Paul Atftard:
Rita Zammit; Rosaria Spiteri; Vicky Zam-
mit; Agnes Tabone; Maria Grima; Fran-
cis Calleja; Silvia Bajada; &uza Attard;
Joe Aszzopardi; Antonia Porteili; Margeri-
ta Portelli; Salvinu Cremona; Antoniette
Grima; Carmela Dimech; Michael Sulta-
na; Rose Gauci; Tarcisio- Zammit; Anna
Galea; Frank Camilleri; John Cassar; Joe
Camilleri; Theresa Camilleri; Georgia At-
tard; Mary Pace; Nazzarenu - Farrugia;
Francis Portelli; John Sciberras.

MALTA:

Tessie Bonavia; Mrs. Cooper; Mary De-
bono;, Carmelo Dajada; Mariella Xerri;
Frans Vella; Mary Ellul; J. Brincau; Jane
Vella; Theuma Family; Joe Schembri;
Doris Apap; Gorg Frendo; - Albert Far-
rugia; Frank Bonnici; Mary Grech; Salvu
Fenech; Carmen Vella. - '
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AWSTRALJA:

N.N. Sydney; Carmela Zerafa; Grace
Micallef; Rose Bezzina; Carmela Pace;
Ganna Refalo; G. Buttigieg; Carmen Deb-
rincat; Agnes Dingli; J. Musecat; R. De-
guara; C. Falzon; Tessie Cuschieri; George
Mercicca; Roze Grech; Marizsa Camilleri.

U.S.A.

Mary Bajada; M’Ann Saliba; Rita Sam-
mut; Carmen Aquilina; Jane Grech; Mary

PREZENTAZZJONI TA’ TRABI LILL-MADONNA TA’ PINU

Mario Attard — Sannat; Louise Anne Hili
— Nadur; Jesmond Pisani — Qala; William
Galea — Nadur; Godwin Bugeja — Viec-
toria; Mariella Attard — Victoria; Andrew
Camilleri — Fcentana; Vanessa Said —
Victoria; Joseph Emilio Aguilina — Lia,
Malta; Jason Vassallo — Victoria; Antho-
ny Theums — Victoria; Marion Zammit —
Victoria; Fiona GoAnne Grima — Fonta-
na; Angel Azzopardi — Xewkija; Karen

Sammut; Leli Curmi; M’Louise Gafa;
Gorga Formosa.

Portelli — Victoria; Maria Portelli —
Qala; Anny Harey — Victoria; James

Muscat — Victoria; Marviec Muscat —
Xaghra; Silvan Galea — Zebbug; Josette
Sultana — Xaghra; Patricia Tanti — Mos-

ta; Baskalino Cefai — Zzebbug; Claudio
Refalo — Sannat; Richard Vella — Zeb-
bug; Angie Buttigieg — Nadur; Janette
Cauchi — Munxar; Josepha Xerri —

Ghasri; Alison Mifsud — Qawra, Malta.

QASSISIN BARRANIN LI QADDSU FIS-SANTWARJU

Fr. Anthony Caruana; Fr. J. Pitré S.J.;
Fr. Raymond Camilleri, OFM, Malta; Fr.
Gorg Aquilina, Malta; Rev. Fr. Louis Bez-
zina; Ar¢. Euc. Sultana; Fr. Dominic Ca-
milleri, Brazil, Fr. Benjamin Galea OFM;
Fr. Alired Baldacchino OFM; Fr. P. Paul
Said; Mgr. Joseph Buttigieg; Rev. Sultana;
Rev. Carmelo Borg; Arch. Gius Borg; Fr.
Anthony Caruana SDB; Fr. Coronato Gri-

ma, Gibiltd; Fr. Michael Attard; Fr. Paul
Cardona,; Fr. Joe Mejlak; Fr. Girgor Grech;
Fr. Joe Grech; Fr. Tarcisio Camilleri;
Can. Gregorio Vella; Rev. F. Xavier Mif-
sud OSA, Brazil; Fr. Karm Hili; Mons.
Francesco Borg; ¥r. Salv Muscat; Can.
Anton Refalo; Fr. Alfred Sciberras OFM.
Maita; Fr. Gwann Mizzi; Fr. Ch. Borg
MSSP.

ZWIGHIET LI SARU FIS-SANTWARJU TAL-MADONNA TA’ PINU

Micheline Attard mix-Xaghra u Frances
Vella, miinn Victoria; Salvu Buttigieg min-
Nadur' u Luigia Calleja mix-Xaghra; Car-
men Camilleri mill-Gharb u Mario Azzo-
pardi mix-Xewkija; Gorg Borg minn Vic-
torla u Ewgenis Buttigieg min-Nadur;
Mary Galea mill-Gharb u John Cremona
minn San Lawrenz; Elizabeth Cassar mill-
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Gharb u Carmelo Pace minn Kercem;
Teddie Grima u Pauline Mizzi mix-Xew-
kija; Carmel Cassar minn Victoria u Grace
Debrincat mill-Gharb.

Lil dawn kollha Nifirhulhom u
Nawgurawlhom.



MARIJA U L-MAGNIFIRAT

(P. BONAVENTURA CAMILLERI, O.F.M. CONV.)

It-Kobor tal-Magnifikat:

Kbira hija din 1-Ghanja ghax harget minn xufftejn Marija Ver-
gni, anzi harget mill-irkejjen ta’ qalbHa, imfawwra bi-Ispirtu s-
Santu. Immensament ferhet Marija ghall-kliem sublimi li galtilHa
Elizabetta: gharfitHa 1i hija Omm Alla! Setghet allura Marija tibga’
nawn siekta? Ghalhekk kantat Marija 1-Ghanja tal-Fernh Taghha u
tar-ringrazzjament Taghha ’l Alla. Kienet donnha hawn Marija
bhala arpa f’idejn 1-Ispirtu s-Santu!

L-Ghanja tar-Redenzjoni:

Fil-Magnificat jispikka I-misteru tal-Fidwa. U min ahjar minn
Marija seta’ jaghraf u jkanta dan il-misteru, ghax min izjed minn
Marija ha sehem fih u kiseb tant gid permezz tieghu dagsHa? Min
gie mahbub minn Alla dagskemm giet mahbuba Marija? Ghalhekk
hawn fil-Magnifikat Marija donnha tikxef it-tezori kollha ta’ din 1-
imhabba divina; u tirringrazzja ’1 Alla ghal din I-imhabba. Fil-
Magnifikat Marija donnha tfassal il-Pjan tas-salvazzjoni, 1i Alla
hejja sa mill-eternita, pjan 1i Marija tarah u ssejjahlu bhala “hnie-
na’”: “Ha hsieb Israel, qaddej tieghu, ftakar fil-hniena tieghu, bhal-
ma, wieghed lil missirijietna...” (Lq 1, 54-55).

It-Talba ta’ Marija:

Il-Magnifikat huwa t-talba sublimi ta’ Marija. Jekk Gest BinHa
ghallimna nitolbu ’1 Alla permezz tal-Missierna; Marija tghallimna
nitolbu ’1 Alla: nirringrazzjawH, permezz tal-Magnifikat. Ighidilna
San Lwigi M. Grignion de Montfort 1i 1-Magnifikat huwa t-talba u
l-opra specjali ta’ Marija. Huwa l-akbar sagrificéju ta’ tifhir li réie-
va Alla fil-Ligi 1-Gdida, fil-Ligi tal-Grazzja. Min-naha l-wahda
huwa l-ghanja 1-izjed umli u rikonoxxenti, u min-naha l-ohra huwa
I~agwa ghanja, l-isbah ghanja li gatt harget minn fomm ta’ krea-
tura! (Ara: Trattato della vera devozione, n. 255). Ighid il-Kardinal
Foulhaber li I-Magnifikat huwa l-ewwel Innu tal-Vangelu, huwa t-
tislima tat-Testment il-Gidid; huwa hhala l-addiju tat-Testment i’-

‘Radim: l-ahhar ghanja, u l-ishah wahda, i ndagget mill-arpa ta’
Sijon (Ara: Donne nella Bibbia, p. 211-212). :

L-Antik Testment u 1-Magnifikat:

Il-Magnifikat ghandu elf rabta ma’ 1-Antik Testment; u ma
jistax jongos, ghax il-veru awtur tal-Magnifikat huwa wkoll l-awtur
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tat-Testment il-Qadim, cioe 1-Ispirtu s-Santu! Fil-Magnifikat hemin
Imfassla l-istorja ta’ Israel il-qadim u ta’ Israel il-gdid: il-poplu
Ihudi u 1-poplu nisrani; is-Sinagoga u 1-Knisja! Fl-Antik Testment
niltagghu ma’ hafna persunaggi, li kollha kellhom sehem kbir fi-
istorja tal-poplu lhudi; persunaggi 1i kantaw innijiet ta’ diversi
ghamliet, skond i¢-cirkustanzi. Hekk ghandna l-Innu ta’ ringraz-
zjament ta’ Marija, oht Mose, wara 1i 1-poplu lhudi gasam il-Bahar
1-Ahmar (Exed. 15, 20); ghandna l-Innu ta’ Deborah wara r-rebha
fuq il-Kananin (Ara: Judic. 5, 1-32); 1-Innu ta’ sebh ta’ Anna, omm
Samwel (Ara I Lamm. 2, 1-10); kollha sbieh u gaddisa huma dawn
1-Innijiet u l-ghanjiet, imma hdejn il-Magnifikat ta’ Marija huma
gishom l-ghanja tad-dami hdejn l-ghanja tar-Regina taghhom.
Hawn ukoll nistghu ntennu dak li jghid il-Ktieb tal-Proverbji: “Tu
suprergressa es universas” (31, 29): Marija tgnhaddi lix-xebbiet 1-ohra
kollha ta’ 1-Antik Testment mhux biss fis-sbunija u dl-gdusija,
imma wkoll fil-fernh u fil-ghana ta’ qalbHa!

II-Magnifikat u 1-Benedictus:

Ii-Benedictus huwa l-ghanja li zakkarija, ir-ragel gaddis ta’
Elizabetta, kanta fit-twelid ta’ ibnu, Govanni 1-Battista: ‘“Imbierek
i1-Mulej Alla, Alla ta’ Israel, ghax gie jzur u jifdi l-poplu tieghu.
Qajjem ghalina gawwa ta’ helsien f’dar David, gaddej tieghu, bhal-
ma wieghed b’fomm il-qaddisin, il-profeli lieghu tal-gedem, biex
jehlisna mill-ghedewwa taghna, u minn idejn dawk kollha li jobogh-
duna, biex jaghmel hniena ma’ missirijietna u jiftakar fir-rabta
gaddisa tieghu, fil-halfa 1i halef 1lil Abraham, missierna, i jaghtina,
li mehlusin minn idejn l-ghedewwa, nagduh bla biza’, bil-qdusija u
s-sedqga quddiemu, hajjitna kollha. U int, tfajjel, tissejjah profeta
ta’ 1-Oghli, ghax timxi quddiem il-Mulej, biex thejjilu t-trig, biex
tgharraf lill-poplu tieghu triq il-helsien fil-mahfra ta’ dnubiethom,
bil-hniena kbira ta’ Alla taghna, li biha jzurna d-dawl mill-gholi,
biex idawwal dawk li geghdin fid-dlam u fid-dell tal-mewt, biex
imexxi ’l riglejna fi triq is-sliem” (Luga: 1, 68-79). Dan il-Benedic-
tus ta’ zakkarija jhares lejn I-imghoddi, pero li beda jitwettaq fil-
prezent; waqt 1i 1-Magnifikat ihares lejn il-futur, jew ahjar ihaddan
iz-zminijiet kollha. Kien hemm min gal li 1-Benedictus huwa t-talba
ta’ qabel il-glieda, waqt li 1-Magnifikat huwa t-talba ta’ wara 1-
glieda, huwa l-ghanja tar-rebha (Ara: P. Winter: Magnificat and
Benedictus — Maccabean Psalms: in Bullettin of the John Reynolds
Library, 37, 1954, p. 343).

I1-Magnifikat huwa ta’ Marija jew ta’ Elizabetta?

Kien hemm min gal 1i I-Magnifikat mhux Marija kantatu imma
Elizabetta; hekk kitbu Ilarnack u Loisy; dawn sabu tliet kodicijiet
tal-verzjoni latina (antika) tal-Vangeli, fejn flok “el ail Maria”,
hemm ‘et ait Elizabeth”: imma dan jidher li huwa zball ta’ l-aman-
wense (kopista) li halla barra l-isem ta’ Marija: “et ait (Maria)
Elizabeth”: “U qalet (Marija) lil Elizabetta’” (Ara: il-Kummissjoni
Pontificja Bibblika, 26 ta’ Gunju, 1912 — Denz. U. 2158). U kif jista’
ikun li 1-Magnifikat kantatu Elizabetta, kif Elizabetta setghet tat-
tribwixxi lilha nnifisha dak it-tifhir kollu (li hemm fil-Magnifikat)
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quddiem Marija, Omm Alla? Mela {tit gabel, Elizabetta ma staghg-
bitx bil-kobor ta’ Marija, tant li selmitilHa u qaltilHa: ‘“Imbierka
inti fost in-nisa . . . Imbierka dik li emmnet li jsehh dak li galilha I~
Mulej” (Lg. 1:42:45)? U issa Elizabetta tghid ghaliha nnifisha “Ara
minn issa mbierka jghiduli I-gnus koellha” (Lg. 1:48)!

Jekk il-Magnifikat giex kantat l-ewwel darba mill-Madonna
jew ukoll kienx jezisti wkoll qabel, fost, “il-fdal ta’ TIsrael” (fost 1-
anawin, cioé 1-foqra tal-Mulej), ma tantx ghandu mportanza; imma
l-importanti huwa U 1-Ispirtu s-Santu din l-ghanja poggiha Eu fug
xofftejn (u fil-qalb) ta’ Marija: Marija, l-arpa ta’ 1-Ispirtu s-Santu,
kif isejhilha Sant'Wistin (Ara: De Annuntiatione, Sermo 194, kap.
2. PL 39 - 2105). Fuq kollox il-Magnifikat irid jurina s-sentimenti u
l-hajja spiritwali ta’ Marija: sentimenti maghgunin u mibnijin fug
il-kelma ta’ Alla, fuq il-pjan divin fas-salvazzjoni taghna. Marija
fil-Magnifikat u bil-Magnifikat tkanta u tfahnar ’1 Alla bi kliem
Allg stess, cioé bi kliem 1-Iskrittura Mgaddsa! Fuq kollox, il-Magni-
fikat jintona perfettament mal-misteru ta’ l-Inkarnazzjoni u tat-
twelid ta’ Sidna Gesu Kristu. I1-Magnifikat irid iwiegeb ghal din il-
mistogsija: ‘Kif dan il-misteru ta’ l-Inkarnazzjoni, i huwa l-agwa
grajja ta’ l-istorja, baga’ bhala grajja mohbija?’ Inkixef u deher
fil-berah dan il-misteru fil-Magnifikat u permezz tal-Magnifikat.
Ighidilna difatti wiehed marjologista ta’ 2mienna: “Il-migja tal-
Messija hija l-oghla gieh li jitwettag fl-umilta 1-izjed profonda. U
Marija hija intimament (intrinsikament) marbuta ma’ din l-umilta
u ma’ dan is-sebh ... Hi mhix meqgjusa bhala sempli¢i mara, imma
bhala l-personifikazzjoni ta’ Israel, li tiehu f’idejha I-weghdiet tie-
ghu” (R. Lauretin: Structure et theologie de Luc, I-II, Paris,
1957, p. 83).

Fil-Magnifikat m’ghandniex ftit kliem ta’ Marija, bhalma nsibu
fil-Vangelu: hekk ghandna zewg kelmiet Taghha fid-dehra ta’ 1-
anglu, f’'Nazaret: “Kif ikun dan, la jien ma nashrafx ragel?” ...
“Hawn hi I-gaddejja tal-Mulej: ikunli skond kelmtek” (Lg. 1, 34-38);
darba meta sabet 111 Gestu fost I-ghorrief tat-Tempju: “Ibni, ghaliex
ghmiltilna hekk? Ara, missierek u jien mzhollijin qeghdin infittxuk”
(Lg. 2, 48); u darbtejn fit-Tieg ta’ Kana: “M’ghandhomx inbid ...
Dak li jghidilkom, aghmiluh” (Gov. 2, 3-5); hawn fil-Magnifikat
ghandna ghanja shiha, poema divin, li hareg mill-fomm u mill-galb
ta’ 1-isbah u ta’ l1-eqdes kreatura! Ghandna l-ghanja li l-isbah Gha-
rusa (Marija) tkanta l-gmiel u t-tjubija ta’ 1-egqdes Gharus: 1-Ispir-
tu s-Santu! Forsi mhux f’kull tieg tinstama’ xi ghanja helwa 1i trid
turi u tfisser il-hlewwa u l-qdusija ta’ din ir-rabta? U forsi qatt
kien hawn rabta isbah u eqdes minn din: dik ta’ bejn Alla u Marija?
Ekku r-raguni u t-tifsir tal-Magnifikat!
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FESTI MARJANI FIL-KALENDARJU
LITURGIKU MATUL Z-ZMENIJIET

MINN DUN SALV CAMILLERI

4ﬁﬁw
Fronlt

L-1 TA’ JANNAR: FESTA TA' MARIJA SANTISSIMA OMM T’ALLA

Fl-ewwel jum ta’ Jannar, issir is-sollennitad ta’ Marija Santissi-
ma Omm t’Alla. Hija festa antika hafna fil-Knisja Mgaddsa. Kienet
saret wara 1-Kondilju ta’ Efesu: fil-Lvant, il-jum ta’ wara 1-Milied,
fil-Punent fl-ottava ta’ l-istess festa. Il-festi.kollha ta’ Marija huma
celebrazzjonijiet tal-Maternita divina taghha u ma tista’ tfahhar
ebda privilegg, virtl jew silta mill-hajja tal-Vergni Mgaddsa bla ma
ggib quddiem ghajnejk il-bidu u l-ghajn ta’ kollox: jigifieri 1i Mari-
ja hija Omm Alla; izda din il-festa ma kellhiex gurnata fissa.

Fis-sena 1751, il-Portugall kiseb il-permess mill-Papa Beneditt
XIV 1i jaghmel dil-festa taghha fit-tielet ¥add ta’ Mejju u li xterdet
ukoll fi-Amerika Portugiza (Brazil). Matul is-seklu dsatax, xterdet
f’diversi bliet ta’ 1-1talja u fl-Ingilterra u 1-Polonja. Il-Papa Piju IX
fl-enciklika “Lux Viritatis” tal-24 ta’ Di¢embru, 1931, ordna din il-
festa mad-dinja kollha bhala tifkira tal-hmistax-il ¢entinarju tal-
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Kon¢ilju ta’ Efesu li kien ikkundanna t-taghlim ta’ Nestorju 1i 1-
Madonna kienet Omm Kristu bniedem biss u mhux Omm Kristu
bniedem u Alla. Fl-enciklika, il-Papa jsemmi l-ark trijonfali ii 1-
Papa Sistu III (432-440) tella’ fil-Bagzilika ta’ Santa Maria Maggiore
u sebbah bid-dekorazzjonijiet tal-muzajk ftit wara 1-Koneilju.

Kien iffissa, 1-11 ta’ Ottubru ta’ kull sena bhala 1-jum tal-festa
taghha u hekk bagghet sal-1970 meta mar-riforma tal-Kalendarju
Ruman, wara 1-Kon¢ilju Vatikan II, il-Papa Pawlu VI kien poggiha
fi-1 ta’ Jannar jew fl-Ottava tal-Milied. F'Ghawdex, din il-festa
Irienet issir fit-12 ta’ Jannar billi fil-11 ta’ Ottubru jigi ééelebrat i-
anniversarju tal-Konsagrazzjoni tal-Katidral. Sa mill-1914 Kkienect
Maria Maggiore, f'Ruma, fid-Djocesi ta’ Loretu, mil'-Ordni kollu
tas-Serviti u mill-Kongregazzjoni ta’ 1-Ulied ta’ Marija Immakulata.

Hawn ta’ min isemmi li, biex nibgghu nfakkru din il-festa u
dan i¢-centinarju gewwa Ghawdex, fit-13 ta’ Dicembru, 1931, (li kien
it-3 Hadd ta’ 1-Avvent), kien gie ikkonsagrat b’sollennita kbira mill-
Isqof ta’ 1-istess gzira, Mons. Mikiel Gonzi, is-Santwarju tal-Madon-
na ta’ Pinu li kien ghadu kif inbena. Kienu hadu sehem il-Kanonici
tal-Kolleggjati kollha t'Ghawdex u l-kappillani u s-seminaristi. Ma-
tul l-ottava kienu mbaghad iffunzjonaw l-istess kolleggjati, wanhda
kuljum, u l-parroc¢éi kollha. “T1-Vergni umli ta’ Nazaret li saret
Omm il-Princep tal-Pas¢i u li xandar lid-dinja: Henjin dawk i jzom-
mu l-paci ghax huma jissejhu wlied Alla (Matt:5:9) zgur li titol-
bu bhal ma talbitu f’Kana tal-Galilea biex iferrah lil dawk l-gharaj-
jes, ma tongosx 1i tidhol ghalina quddiemu biex tul hajlitna kollha
nghixu fil-pa¢i m’Alla, u ma’ hutna sa ma raslu fis-sema.”

IT-23 TA’ JANNAR: FESTA TAT-TIEG TAL-MADONNA MA’ SAN
GUZEPP

Mhix festa antika hafna. Bdiet f1-1429 mill-Kancellier tas-Sor-
bonna, Gwanni Gersoné u xterdet f’diversi djocesi ta’ Franza. Qatt
ma dahlet fil-Knisja universali izda kienet tigi c¢céelebrata biss f'xi
pajjizi fosthom Ghawdex sal-1913. Fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu, mill-
ewwel ghasar ta’ lejlet dil-festa sa nzul ix-xemx ta’ nharha, kienet
tintrebah Indulgenza Plenarja applikabbli ghdll-erwieh tal-Purga-
torju minn kull min kien jinvista dil-Knisja u jitlob skond il-fehma
tal-Papa. Kienet moghtija mill-Papa Ljun XIII. F’xi parroc¢ci ta’
Ghawdex, kien jitbierek ukoll il-gellewz u jitqassam lit-tfal tad-
duttrina mill-kappillan tal-post. Fil-bidu kienet festa ta’ San Gu-
zepp bhala avukat taghna quddiem il-Vergni Mqgaddsa Marija tant
1i fil-quddiesa tal-festa taghha saret talba lill-Madonna (bhal dik
tal-festa taghha) u kienet tinghad ukoll it-talba ta’ dan il-glorjuz
patrijarka Kif kien ordna San Piju V Papa, u wara kien hareg dig-
riet ghalhekk fi-1736 mill-Kongregazzjoni ta’ Ruma.

Il-hsieb ta’ din il-festa hu biex jispikka 1-privilegg li kellha Ma-
rija Santissima: li waqt 1i saret omm bagghet ukoll vergni bla mit-
iefsa. Il-gherf u t-tjubija t’Alla riedu li Gesu jitnissel bil-virtu u I-
gawwa ta’ 1-Ispirtu Santu. San Gilormu gqal 1i f’Marija hemm il-
milja ta’ kull grazzja kif kien hemm fi Kristu izda b’mod differenti
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(ittra Matt. Kap. IV 18-21). L-istess duttur ikompli jghid 1i dan iz-
zwieg sar (1) biex Geslu jitwieled tassew min-nisel ta’ David, (2) biex
Marija ma tigix imhaggra mil-Lhud ghax kellna iben barra miz-
rwieg, (3) biex ikollha ghajnuna fil-vjagg taghha lejn I-Bgittu u fiz-
zmien 1 bagghet hemm, (4) biex ix-xitan jahseb 1li Gesu twieled
minn mizzewga u mhux minn xebba.

_ DNl-bjuda tal-purita ta’ dawn iz-zewg gilji kollnom fwiena ta’
virtl, tefghet fughom il-barka tas-sema biex ikunu mudell sabih
ghal kull nisrani fil-mixja tieghu fit-trig tal-hajja ta’ dejjem.

2 TA’ FRAR: PREZENTAZZJONI TA’ GESU’ FIT-TEMPJU U
L-PURIFIKAZZJONI TA’ MARIJA VERGNI

I1-Papa Pawlu VI fl-Ezortazzjoni Apostolika “Marialis Cultus”
jghid: il-festa tat-2 ta’ Frar li regghet bdiet tissejjah “Il-Prezentaz-
zjoni tal-Mulej” ghandna ngisuha bhala tifkira ta’ ghagda bejn 1-
Iben u 1-Omm jekk nifhmu s-sens shih taghha. Din hija t-tifkira
tal-misterju tal-fidwa mwettqa minn Kristu, u 1 Mieghu kienet
maghquda b’'mod tal-ghageb 1-Omm tal-Qaddej ta’ Yahweh. Huwa
jwettaq il-missjoni ta’ Israel tal-Qedem u huwa I-mudell tal-poplu
gdid ta’ Alla li I-hin kollu qed jigi ppruvat fil-fidi u t-tama, permezz
tat-tbatija u l-persekuzzjonijiet. (Luga Kap. 21-35) Issir 40 jum
wara t-twelid ta’ Gesu. F'Gerusalemm kienet diga ssir fit-tmiem tar-
raba’ seklu u fis-sena 542 giet i¢éelebrata fi Zmien l-Imperatur Gus-
tinjanu, mill-Papa Sergju I 'Ruma. Kienet Ttissejjan “Jum San
Xmun”, Kienet issir processjoni minn Sant’Adrian sa Santa Maria
Maggiore bhalma kien isir fil-festl 1-ohra tal-Madonna. Billi I-pro-
¢essjoni kienet issir bil-lejl kien hemm drawwa 1i jgibu x-xemghat
biex jixgheluhom. San Bernard ighid li din il-proc¢essjoni gaddisa
saret l-ewwel darba mill-Madonna, San Guzepp, Xmun u Anna biex
wara tixtered mad-dinja ghall-gieh tal-misteru tat-tisfija ta’ Ma-
rija. Isemmi l-istess duttur qaddis u jghid 1 kien jigi mbierek in-
nar u minnu jinxteghlu x-xemghat ta’ dawk i jimxu fil-proéessjoni.
Dan kien isir fi Franza u fl-Ungerija.

It-tifsir ta’ din il-festa hija li d-dawl li nzommu f’idejna jfisser
in-nar ta’ l-imhabba t’Alla 1li bih qlubna ghandhom ikunu mkebbsa.
Naghtu qima, 1il Kristu u nagnhrfuh bhala d-Dawl tabilhaqa li kif
sejjahlu Xmun f’dan il-misterju: “gie biex idawwal il-gnus”. Ix-
xemghat juru wkoll li bil-fidi d-dawl Tieghu jiddi f'ruhna. Ifissru
wkoll 1i bihom ghandna nhejju trig ghalih bl-opri tajba taghna 1
bihom ahna stess insiru dawl ghall-bnedmin l-chra; (Patri Albert
Busuttil S.J. “Il-hajja tal-Qaddisin”, VII pg. 94).

F’din il-festa wkoll, min kien jinvista s-Santwarju ta’ Pinu mill-
ghasar ta’ lejletha sa nzul ix-xemx ta’ l-ghada, kien jista’ jirbah 1-
Indulgenza Plenarja.

11 TA’ FRAR: ID-DEHRA TAL-MADONNA FPLOURDES

Il-Papa Pliu IX fit-8 ta’ Dicembru, 1854, kien xandar 1d-definiz-
zjoni tad-domma tat-Tnissil bla tebgha tal-Madonna. Il-ffamis, 11
ta’ Frar, 1858, tfajla fqajra ta’ 14-il sena, Bernardette Soubirous,
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harget ghall-habta tal-11 ta’ fil-ghodu minn darha ma’ ohtha izghar
minnha, Marija, u ma’ habiba ohra, Gannina, u marret issib xi
ftit zkuk ghan-nar.

Lil dix-xebba sempli¢i u marradija izda twajba u nnocenti, il-
Madonna ghazlitha bhala strument ghall-pjan taghha. Wagt 1i kie-
net tfittex minn fejn tista tagsam ix-xmara Gave, hasset bhal buf-
fura rih gawwija 2zommha. F'nols dawl gawwi rat wiegfa fid-dahla
tal-ghar Sinjura ta’ sbuhija barranija u ta’ mgieba twajba. Kienet
tidher ta’ xi 20 sena, la twila u lanqgas qasira, b’libsa twila bajda
aktar mis-silg, qaddha marbut b’faxxa lewn is-sema, b’ghogda qud-
diem u niezla rduppjata. Rasha kienet mghottija b’velu abjad, niezel
sa l-art u fuq kull rigel kellha tiddi warda tad-deheb. F’idha kellha
kuruna sabiha tar-Ruzarju b’zibeg bojod minsugin bid-deheb u bis-
salib tad-deheb ukoll. Idejha kienu mghaqqgdin quddiem sidirha u
ghajnejha fissi lejn is-sema bhal wahda geghda titleb. F’din l-ewwel
dehra, is-Sinjura ghallmitha trodd is-salib bid-devozzjoni u wagt 1i
kienet tghodd iz-zibeg tal-kuruna, bdiet theggigha bl-ezempju
taghha halli tghid hija wkoll ir-Ruzarju. Fit-tieni jum tad-dehra,
it-tfajla bil-parir t'ommha, xehtet ftit ilma mbierek fuq is-sinjura
u hija, bi thissima ta’ hlewwa, uriet kemm dan kien joghgobha. Fit-
tielet dehra, stiednet lil Bernardetta biex tmur fil-ghar ghal hmistax
il-jum fuq xulxin u weghditha hena kbir fid-dinja l-onra. Is-sinjura
f’dawn id-dehriet galtilha biex titlob ghall-midinbin, tbus Il-art u
taghmel penitenza; talbitha biex tghid lill-gassisin jibnulha knisja
hemmhekk fejn il-popli jistghu jmorru jitolbu. Hija wrietha post
fil-grotta u galtilha biex tixrob u tinhasel bl-ilma 1i minnufih hemm
Leda hiereg. Fl-ahhar, fil-25 ta’ Marzu, mitluba minn DBernardetta
biex tghidilha x’jisimha, is-Sinjura b’idejha marbuta u b’ghajnejha
lejn is-Sema, wegbitha: “Jiena 1-Kuncizzjoni Immakulata”.

Id-dehriet huma b’kcllox tmintax. Il-poplu migbud mill-eghgu-
bijiet i bdew isiru u l-grazzji i bdew jingalghu, beda kull ma jmur
dejjem jizdied minn dehra ghall-ohra. L-ahhar dehriet saru qud-
diem bosta eluf ta’ fidili. I1-Papa Piju IX kien ta ndulgenzi lil min
izur 1-Bagzilika tal-Madonna. Ried ukoll li, b’¢elebrazzjonijiet solen-
ni, tigi nkurunata l-istatwa tal-Madonna minn Nunzju Apostoliku.
Tl-Papa Ljun XIIT ta ndulgenza plenarja taht ghamla ta’ gublew
f’eghlug il-25 sena mid-dehriet tal-Madonna. FI1-1890, ta l-permess
i jinghadu 1-Ufficéju u l-quddiesa taghha fid-djocesi ta’ Tarbes li
fiha tinsab il-belt zghira ta’ Lourdes hdejn il-Pirinej, il-muntanji 1i
jifirdu Franza minn Spanja. II-Papa S. Piju X, fit-13 ta’ Novembru,
1907, ordna li 1-quddiesa u l-uffizzju taghha jsiru fil-Knisja Latina
koliha.

I1-Knisja Ommna ghazlet dan il-jum biex tfakkarna fid-dehriet
tal-Madonna ’Lourdes. Inkattru fina I-imhabba, is-sinc¢erita, is-
semplic¢ita fil-kliem u fl-imgieba taghna u 1-fidu¢ja fl-ghajnina
taghha bhal ma ghamlet Santa Bernardette. Il-Madonna zaret id-
dinja u mlietha bil-grazzji u barkiet taghha. Giet fost uliedhsa bl-
akbar imhabba u tjubija ta’ omm biex twaqqaf fosthom Il-ghamara
taghha, it-tron tal-hniena kbira kif ghamlerv f'Loretu, f'Lourdes u
anki fostna fl-Gharb, fis-Santwarju ta’ Pinu. Is-Santwarji kollha tal-
Madonna huma djar spiritwali tal-Vergni Maqaddsa biex kulhadd
ikollu okkazjoni jirrikorri lejha.
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Ftit kliem . . . hafna Taghlim dwar ir-Ruzarju

—

IL-PAPA PAWLU VI LIT-TFAL

“Ir-Ruzarju laghkom huwa tagh-
lim fil-pjeta religjuza, taghlim l-ak-
tar sempli¢i u popolari u fl-istess
hin l-iktar serju u awtentiku... Mix-
xbihat tal-fatti mfakkrin fil-misteri,
intom titghallmu l-istorja tal-hajja
ta’ Gesu u ta’ Marija u taslu biex tif-
hmu ahjar il-veritajiet l-aktar ghol-
ja tat-twemmin, taghna, 1-Inkarnaz-
zjoni tal-Mulej, il-fidwa li gabilna,
il-hajja nisranija ta’ issa u ta’ 1
gej... Bir-Ruzarju 1 tghidu, tistghu
ggibu farag lill-morda, issalvaw lill-
moribondi mit-telfien, taqilghu 1-
grazzja tal-konverzjoni lill-midinbin,
taghtu ghajnuna spiritwali lill-mis-
sjunarji, tehilsu lill-erwieh tal-Pur-
gatorju. Bir-Ruzarju taghkom issiru
benefatturi tal-bnedmin kollha”.

L-E.T. MONS. ISQOF NIKOL G. CAUCHI

“Ir-Ruzarju huwa mezz biex nikbru fil-karita. Jekk nimmedi-
taw sewwa l-misteri nintebhu b’dak kollu li ghamlu ghalina Kristu
u 1-Madonna; naghrfu wkoll li dan kien frott tal-imhabha taghhom
ghalina I-bnedmin u dan iheggigna biex inhobbu lil Kristu u lill-
proxxmu taghna, kif ghallimna Hu.”

IL-KARDINAL FLORIT

“Jekk nifhmu sewwa r-Ruzarju u nduqu l-hlewwa tieghu, jer-
ga’ jsir talba hajja u attwali. Ikun ta’ farag kbir fil-mumenti ta’
prova ta’ dwejjaq jew ta’ telqa. Ikun ragg ta’ dawl, ta’ konsolazzjoni
u ta’ tama. Huwa talba li tagbel sewwa ghal bnedmin sempli¢i kif
ukoll ghall-ghorrief”.

L-ISQOF FULTON SHEEN

“Fil-mumenti 1i fihom id-deni, it-tbatija u l-agonija jaghmlu
t-talb difficli, inhossuna migbudin li nagbdu f’idejna l-kuruna tar-
Ruzarju, sinjal ta’ talb, u nressqu idejna lejn is-salip li jinsab im--
dendel maghha. La darba t-talbiet tar-Ruzarju nafuhom bl-amment,
johorgu wehidhom minn galbna u nieqfu fughom bil-hsieb taghna,
hekk inkunu nwettqu l-ordni tal-iskrittura 1i nitolbu dejjem. F’dak
il-waqt, il-misteri preferiti jkunu l-misteri tat-tbatija ghaliex meta
jimmeditaw is-sofferenzi ta’ Sidna Gest Kristu, il-morda jithajjru
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Fejn hemm I-Imhabba hemm Alla....
Fejn hemm Alla hemm dejjem il-JUM

Darba wiehed gharef xih stagsa lid-dixxipli tieghu din id-
domanda: “Min minnkom kapac¢i jghidli kif jiddistingwi l-mument
ezatt xhin jispi¢éa 1-lejl u jibda 1-jum?”

-—  L-ewwel wiehed wiegbu u qallu: Meta mill-boghced tara
annimal u tkun kapaci taghraf jekk hux naghga jew
inkella kelb.

— Qabez 1-iehor u gqal: Meta mill-boghod tara sigra u tkun
kapaci taghraf hix tina jew harruba.

—  Qabez it-tielet wiehed u hareg b’din: Meta mill-boghod
tara bini kbir u tkun kapaci taghzel hux Ilukanda jew
inkella fabbrika.

— Ienhor gal hekk: meta tara dar kbira hdejn il-bahar u
mill-boghod tkun kapaci taghraf jekk hix villa jew
torri.

— Ta’ 1-ahhar qal: Meta tara tajra fil-gholi tas-sema u
tkun kapac¢i tghid hix hamiema jew gamiema.

Id-dixxipli kollha ppruvaw ighidu xi haga. Kollha taw it-twe-
giba taghhom imma l-ebda wahda ma ssodisfat lix-xih. “¥Hadd
minnkom ma ta twegiba tajba bizzejjed”, u kompla jghidilhom: “il-
mument ezatt xhin jispiécéa 1I-lejl u jibda I-jum huwa meta fil-wicé
tal-bniedem kwalunkwe int taghraf lil huk; jJjekk ma jirnexxilniex
naghmlu dan, tkun xi tkun is-siegha tal-gurnata, ikun dejjem bil-
lejl.”

Fi kliem iehor ix-xih ried ighid 1i mid-dinja. jghib id-dlam u
jiddi d-dawl meta l-bnedmin jibdew iharsu lejn xulxin bhala ahwa.
Fejn hemm l-imhabba biss jezisti 1-veru dawl. Fejn hemm l-im-
habba jghammar Alla u fejn jehammar Alla hemm id-dawl li jdaw-
wal l-imhuh u jferrah il-glub tal-bnedmin.
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jighaqqdu t—tbatijiét taghhom ma’ dawk ta’ Kristu sabiex kif ghand-
hom sehem fis-salib tieghu, hekk ukoll ikunu jistghu jissiehbu fil-
gawmien glorjuz tieghu.”

FR. PEYTON, APPOSTLU TAR~-RUZARJU

“Jiena konvint li r~-Ruzarju fil-familja mhux biss huwa haga
tajha, imman l-pedament tal-hajja tal-familja moghnija bil qdusija
u bil-grazzja’”.

IL-PAPA LEONE XIIT

“Fost il-hafna suriet m ghamliet ta’ qima i hihom nwegghu
1il1-Omm t’Alla, jekk irridu nsibu dawk li huma I-ahjar fihom infus-
hom u dawk li lI-aktar joghgbuha, insemmu bi pjacir ir-Ruzarju u
nirrikkmandawh b’galbna kollha.”
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KULL ABBONAMENT HUWA WARDA LIL MADONNA.
AXTAR ABBONAMENTI: AKTAR WARD LIL MADCNNA.
L-ABBCNAMENT!I HUMA TURIJA TA® QIMA LIL MADONNA.

jbor Abbonati

. :’Gﬁ'a;ﬁ-«%Rii*vista .

- “Madonna ta' Pinu”

* XERRED DEJJEM L-ISTAMPA T-TAJBA

* HAJJAR LILL-OHRRAJIN JAQRAW LETTERATURA
MARJANA.

N.B. Jinghata tifkira tal-Madonna ta’ Pinu lil min jibghatilna
aktar minn zewd abbonamenti godda.

Ibghat l-indirizzi ta’ l-abbenati I-godda lil:
Amminisiratur,
“Madonng Ta’ Pinu’”’,
Centru Kulturali Marjan,

Ta’ Pinu — Ghawdex.
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TA’ PINU MIBNI WARA LI L-MADONNA KELLMET LIL KARMNI GRIMA.

“Il-Vergni Marjja [v mit-thabbira tal-Anglu lagghet fqalbha u fgisimha I-Verb *Alla u
gabet il-hajja lid-dinja, hi maghrufa u unurata bhala vera omm ta® Alla u tar-Redentur. Hi
stess mehlusa b>mod sublimi, in vista tal-merti ta’ Binha u Mieghu marbuta minn rabta iebsa
li ma tinhallx, hi mghonija b’ufficiju l-aktar gholi u bid-dinjita ta> Omm tal-Iben ¢ Alla, u
ghalhekk bint mahbuba tal-Missier u tempju tal-Ispirtu s-Santu: u li minkabba dan id-don
tal-grazzja l-aktar gholja tisboq b’mod kbir lill-kreaturi l-okra kollha fis-sema u fl-art Hi
madanakollu marbuta flimkien mar-razza ta’ Adam mal-bnedman kollha fi hitiega tal-fidwa,
anzi hi “tassew omm tal-membri (ta’ Kristu)....ghaliex tkkooperat bl-imhabba ghat-twelid
tal-fidili tal-Knisja, li ta’ dak ir-Ras huma membri”. Ghal dan hi maghrufa wkoll bhala
[-membru singulart u ewlenija tal-Knisja u figura taghha v mudell l-aktar perfett ta’ fidi u ta’
karitd, u [-Knisja Kattolika, mghallma mill-Ispirtu s-Santu bl-imhabba ta’ pietd ta’ bint
tivveneraha bhala Omm l-aktar mahbuba™ .

( Mull-Kostituzzjont Dommatika ““Lumen Gentium™ )
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